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Hereinafter follows the story of the birth, infancy and adolescence of our Village told as

seen through my eyes.  My apologies if my vision has blurred over time, or if I have

failed to mention an important participant or event.  I consider this work plastic and

evolving.  Hence, if you have something to add or correct, I would like to hear from you.

_. A Village Is Born

My journey began in 1983 when we purchased a home built in 1850/1893 located on

almost 3 acres on Mile Road, opposite East Mayer Drive.1  The seller, Gertrude

Wanamaker, lived next door to the south, her sister and brother-in-law having formerly

resided in the home we purchased.   (A large number of Wanamakers live in the general

area, with roots going back many generations)   At the time I had no idea that we were

beholden to the Western Ramapo Civic Association (WRCA) in its first incarnation.  I

later learned that the WRCA was instrumental in stopping a plan to extend East Mayer

Drive eastward.  This plan would have created a busy thoroughfare through the heart of

the Village connecting Route 202 with North Airmont Road, leveling the old home on our

property, and cutting a swath across what was to become Montebello Pines (then

known as the Schwartz Estate).

We restored the old home, subdivided, built a new home, and were able to move in by

the early Spring of 1984.  Shortly thereafter we received a notice in our mailbox from the

second incarnation of the WRCA.   Residents were invited to a meeting, perhaps at the

home of Francis Osei and Dr. Clement Osei, 36 Mile Road,  to discuss what to do about

a plan which had been circulating at the Town to build condominiums on the Schwartz

Estate.  I vaguely recall that the flyer mentioned forming a village.  While I was not

immediately in favor of that result, I was less in favor of the prospect of high density

housing on the single largest vacant parcel in the Village, a pristine 245 acres with 7

                                             
1  The Reconnaissance – Level Historic Resource Survey, completed August, 2010, p. 15, attributes a
date of 1850 (“J.T. Young Farmhouse“).   I assume that the present structure was built over the footprint
of the earlier, smaller structure.  However, a 1893 addition by Ira Young is noted in App. A. of the Survey,
p. 4.
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ponds and wonderful flora and fauna.   This gained my attention, especially since our

backyard abutted the Estate.

I recall Kathy Gorman (then Ellsworth, who was residing at 29 Mile Road, the “Benson

House” circa 1890, p. 18 of Survey) speaking as the President of the Association. I also

recall others being involved, e.g., Jane Burke and Fran Osei, most of whom who would

become mainstays of the Village.  While I can’t precisely remember who else attended

this meeting, I am sure several of the “activists” were there.  These included, at one

time or another, Kathy, Richard (Dick) Mariani, Connie Gilmore, Malcolm Wane, Liam

McGurk, Amy Rapoport, Fran Osei, Jane Burke, Robert Jaeger, Lou Miller, Anthony

Pavoni, Randy McMullen, Thomas Phiebig, and Michele Fried.  (I am sure there were

others, but the Certificate of Appreciation presented to my private office was signed by

those mentioned [Figure 1].)  I came away understanding that we were the least

populated area within the Town of Ramapo which meant that we had the greatest rural

quality to preserve.   We had no representation on, and, thus, no real sway over the

actions of the Town of Ramapo’s boards and commissions. There was no animosity

towards the Town, just the feeling that we preferred that our destiny be in our own

hands, and those of our neighbors.

I probably was “volunteered”.    However it came about, I left with the task of learning all

that there was to know about village formation. Having built our  “dream home”, I felt

compelled to do my part to protect our beautiful area.   Indeed, we all felt this way and

worked hard to make the vision become reality starting with countless parlor/basement

meetings, with each meeting fathoming, assigning, assuming and coordinating

important responsibilities.

My research revealed that the two most difficult tasks in producing an ironclad village

formation petition were creating a boundary description to a “common certainty”, and

constructing an accurate list of “regular inhabitants”. An engineering firm drafted the

boundary description with my oversight (I am a former engineer, albeit electrical). We
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circumscribed a territory of about 4.50 square miles within 88 courses and distances.

Naturally, a good deal of debate ensued amongst us all on what to include or exclude.

We finally completed this task and the Deed Description was certified on December 9,

1985 by Charles W. Cumming, Jr., a Licensed Land Surveyor.  [Figure 2. – Exhibit A to

Village Formation Petition]

Creating the list of regular inhabitants, Exhibit B to the Petition, was an even more

formidable task.  It was accomplished by dividing the territory of the proposed village

into neighborhoods, and then streets, and then selecting block captains to oversee

going door to door to create a census as accurate as human endeavor would permit.

Not every resident wanted to be known.   Some families could never be found at home,

and some others did not applaud the effort.  This was a heroic task, indeed! 

I should mention in passing that the seemingly simplistic task of choosing a name for

our village also engendered spirited debate.  I was in the minority which favored an

Indian or Dutch name.   Although Montebello (“beautiful mountain” in Italian) was

connected historically, having been the name of the Thomas Fortune Ryan Estate, it

was late 19th century based.   There were those of us who preferred something more

indigenous, or indicative of the 17th or 18th century.   In retrospect, the majority picked a

good name which seems to suit us.

In the course of researching how to create a village in New York I learned that the Town

was the Mother-of-all-Villages, statewide, having also birthed numerous court cases on

this subject.   Indeed, the village formation road in Ramapo was littered with the

remains of many would-be villages. Thus, we doubled and redoubled our efforts, and lo’

and behold, we were to succeed where many had failed in the same time frame.

Our petition was bound and we began gathering signatures on December 11, 1985.

The Petition was carried around like the Holy Grail.  It was also presented at at least two

mass signings that I remember.  [See, Figure 3. - face page of Petition and first
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signature page].  We handed it in to Supervisor George Conklin on December 20th.  The

legal sufficiency Public Hearing was conducted by the new Supervisor, Herbert

Reisman, on February 3rd, 1986.   A decision was handed down on  February 14th, and

a vote of the "regular inhabitants” of the proposed territory for incorporation was held on

April 14, 1986.   The Village was approved overwhelmingly, 689 in favor and 105

opposed. The Village was incorporated by the Secretary of State on May 7, 1986.

[Figure 4., 7 pages - a compendium of several newspaper articles from December, 2005

through the April, 1986, incorporation vote, listed as follows:

• Montebello Petition Seeks Village Status.  Rockland Journal News (“RJN”)
2/21/85

• Village Movement Leader Blasts Ramapo. RJN, 1/8/86

• Village Backers ‘Gained Nothing’ in Ramapo Offer.  RJN, 1/23/86

• Proposed Village Draws Little Protest At Hearing.  RJN, 2/4/86

• Montebello Referendum Petition Wins Approval.  RJN, 2/12/86

• Village Organizer Says Movement Is Serious Business. RJN, 2/14/86

• Montebello Vote Set For April 14.  RJN, 3/18/86

• Vote On Proposed Montebello Village Set For Monday. RJN, 4/13/86

• It’s the Village of Montebello!. RJN, 4/15/86]

A review of the above aids comprehension of the contemporaneous issues.

Our first elections were held on June 30, 1986.   Your first elected officials included

Kathryn Ellsworth (Gorman), Mayor. Elected as two year Trustees were Robert Jaeger

and Louis Miller.  Robert was also appointed Deputy Mayor.2     Elected as one-year

Trustees were Connie Gilmore and Anthony Pavoni.  [Figure 5. - Rockland Journal

News, July 1, 1986]

                                             
2  Unfortunately, Robert passed on August 27, 1986, the Senior’s meeting room having been named in his
honor.
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Our first Village “Hall” was located in a small office in the medical office building on the

east side of N. Airmont Road (#29) next to the Thruway exit (Dr. John Urcioli, who

became Chairman of the Zoning Board of Appeals, had [and has] his practice in the

same building).   Second floor, left-hand side, front corner office, looking in from the

road, that was us in our first days (Nice view of the mountains to the west.  I watched

many sunsets out of those windows).  We graduated to leasing the modest home (later

expanded) on the southeast corner of Mayer Dr. and Route 202 across Mayer Dr., east

of what was the Masonic Temple (later St. Gregorios, and now a Town Senior’s Center).

(This is also across Route 202 and southwest of what was the Reform Temple of

Suffern, which became the Montebello Community Center in 2007.  Infra, p.13.)   We

considered purchasing the home at the southwest corner of Kevin Dr and Route 202,

but strong neighborhood opposition convinced us otherwise.  Ultimately, we purchased

our present Village Hall at the northwest corner of N. Airmont Road and Montebello

Road on 1_ acres in or about June, 1989, and later added the balance of the land to

yield a total of about 5_ acres in Village ownership.

While I believe that due to our determination our effort would not have been another

casualty on the village wannabe road no matter what legal proceedings were thrown at

us, the representatives of the Schwartz Estate had threatened to take us to court, and

all the way up the appellate ladder. At the least, this could have delayed the process for

a couple years and cost us tens of thousands of dollars in legal fees.  We were able to

reach an uneasy truce with those representatives late in the formation process, assuring

that our intent was not to sterilize their “Rural Residential” zoned land, but was to be

certain that the ultimate disposition of their property would be worthy of our area and our

vision for the future.    (Given Montebello Pines as it is today, I think we succeeded

rather admirably).

Prior to reaching an understanding we discussed many ideas for “the Pines”, even

cluster development around the golf course, leaving the bulk of the property in it’s

natural state. This idea failed, mainly because the Estate’s representatives wanted an
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increase in density, and also pointed to Westchester as revealing that cluster

development around golf courses  was economically risky (how the world has

changed!).   Ultimately, as mentioned, we did enter into an informal, non-binding letter

of understanding with the Schwartz Estate indicating that we, as the leaders of the

formation movement, had no interest in detracting from the developability of their

property for homes in an RR-50 district (acre and one-quarter zoning).  [to be added

once found.  Figure 6, Reserved ___.].

No matter, perhaps with the best of intentions on both of our parts, the relationship with

the Schwartz Estate was a contentious one, figuring quite prominently in the history of

our Village, even after formation.  Indeed, the owners proceeded to make application to

the Town Planning Board, thus ignoring our formation and adoption of a land use

approval moratorium.  The latter was done to give our Zoning Commission time to study

the zoning districts under the Town’s Zoning Law, and to make recommendations for

our own Zoning Local Law.  Despite that we were now a force to be reckoned with,

some developers still tried to rush projects through the Town.

The Town’s Planning Board continued to process applications and grant approvals in

disregard of our status and our moratorium law.  We vowed not to honor these

approvals. While our Law was unique statewide in the sense that no new village had

proceeded by immediately adopting such a moratorium, we believed we would prevail

under our view of the law and Opinions of the Comptroller and Attorney General (and

we did!).

I should note that the Town’s attitude was not necessarily one of defiance.   Rather, I

recall newly elected Supervisor Herbert Reisman stating that the Town “was between a

rock and a hard place.  If we don’t process the applications the developers will sue us.

So, if we do, and if the moratorium is good, what harm is done?”   (Supervisor Reisman

had a resigned, pragmatic view of the wave of village formations.   As he also once put
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it, paraphrasing a bit, “The Town will be the supermarket of services.  You want

potatoes - or you want road services - take it off the shelf and put in your cart”)

In the end there were 3 separate lawsuits brought by the Schwartz Estate, but none

directly relating to zoning.  A major issue was off-site improvements, especially to

address stormwater needs.   New York Supreme Court Judge Jeanine Pirro, sitting  in

Westchester County,3 handed down a lengthy decision adverse to us on July 15, 1992.

Judge Pirro ordered that the subdivision be deemed approved after striking a significant

number of conditions imposed by the Planning Board.   As they say about "being careful

what you wish for", the owners had in hand a plan which they  really did not wish to

build because it required the construction of a massive, expensive, and unsightly dam.

In the end, a negotiated re-design prevailed with the owners contributing $225,000 to

the Village to use at its discretion.

So, as can be seen, the Village had a Baptism of Fire, so to speak, due to new-village

animus coupled with the distrust of a major landowner.  I like to think that this

accelerated our maturation process, and transformed the rookies on our boards and

commissions into seasoned veterans.

From an idea born around coffee in neighborhood parlor meetings, a village was

created. Looking around I firmly believe that we accomplished what we set out to

accomplish, and that that dream continues.  As was the case from day one, though the

faces and names may change, we remain better off with our destiny being in the hands

of our friends and neighbors, whomever they are and may come to be.

                                             
3  Yes, THE “Jeanine Pirro” who has achieved notoriety for a variety of reasons, including as a Judge, as
Westchester DA for 12 years, unsuccessfully running for NYS Attorney General, currently hosting a TV
show, etc.
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__. The Changing of the Guard

Throughout most of our first 20 years there was little controversy amongst us (by “us” I

mean our entire populace, including elected officials).   This was evidenced by mostly

uncontested elections, and low vote totals.   Some might call this “voter apathy”, but I

prefer believing the better explanation to be a “contented electorate.”  Party politics

never entered the picture, and nominating petitions were consistently from the Western

Ramapo Civic Association which sprung into existence for each election, and went

dormant until the next.

In my humble opinion expressed wearing my contemporary historian’s cap, the

Comprehensive Plan initiative, especially the “Village Center” conceptual areas, first

sowed the seeds of change.  These seeds were nurtured by spirited community debate,

which continued even in the aftermath of adopting the Plan.4   Rightly or wrongly, and

the truth in such matters often resides in shades of gray, a perception began to form,

perhaps more amongst the newer Montebellians, such as a number of the residents of

Montebello Pines, Cobblestone Farms, Plum Hills and Golden Estates subdivisions, that

the Village government was not representative of their attitudes and aspirations.

Indeed, some of the very people who originally fought to create our Village in order to

preserve it, were perceived, in some quarters, to be “pro-development”.   In a sense, the

old versus the new.  (To a large degree this echoed the admonition I gave the first

elected board way back in 1986.   I warned, “we are all friends and neighbors now, but

as soon as you sit on the other side of the table as elected officials, you will become the

‘them’, and will no longer be part of  the ‘us’”.)   This “movement” became even more of

a force to be reckoned with when the “new” embraced the residents of the Indian Rock

townhouses as the “forgotten” (again, whether true or not, and despite Indian Rock

owing its very existence to the initiatives of the “old”).5

                                             
4 Plan, entitled: “The Village of Montebello, New York, Comprehensive Plan”, adopted October 15, 2003.

5   Comprising the “R-AH”, Residential – Affordable Housing district, which I vividly recall was a brainchild
of Kathy’s to create a place where our off spring and those who served the Village could afford to reside,
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From 1986 until 2003, no incumbent had been defeated.   In fact, no meaningful

challenge had been mounted.  The election for Mayor and two trustees held on March

18, 2003, changed all that.   Newcomer, Dr. Jeffrey Oppenheim, running on the

Preserve Our Future line, achieved the second highest vote total amongst the four

candidates running for two Trustee openings, 605, thus displacing incumbent

Fredericka Shpetner who received 578 votes.   Incumbent Trustee Dr. Winsome

Downey-Rainford, receiving the highest total of 626 votes, was reelected.  Challenger

Jeffrey S. Gill, also on the Preserve Our Future line, was defeated with a total of 588

votes, as was Lance Millman, running alone on the Committee for an Independent

Choice line, gaining 183 votes.   Perhaps foreshadowing even more, Mayor Gorman

was reelected, but barely, defeating challenger Melaine Golden by a mere 34 votes

(672 to 638).

Two Trustee positions were to be filled by the election held two years later on March 15,

2005.  This election witnessed an unprecedented turnout for a non-mayoral race of

about 590 voters.   Lance Millman and Marc Citrin, both on the Preserve Montebello

line, soundly defeated incumbents Stanley Shipley and Michael Lucente (Michael being

appointed in January to fill the vacancy created upon Deputy Mayor Helen Airo’s

resignation for family reasons).   The respective vote totals being 403, 403, 179 and

196, in order of name mention.   Thus, for the first time the Mayor was in a “minority”

position on the Village Board, the other remaining incumbent being Dr. Winsome

Downey-Rainford.   The Village Board had always been one on which the members had

not been hesitant to speak their minds, and to disagree if need be, but truly polarizing

disagreement had been rare.  Post March, 2005, it is logical that the non-mayoral

majority would become and became more enabled in achieving its initiatives.  It is fair to
                                                                                                                                                   
rather than have to move away.  Thus, the 27 acres comprising the northeast corner of Hemion Road and
Route 59 was rezoned from warehousing, to part R-AH (16 acres) and part NS (“neighborhood
shopping”) (11 acres).  Local Law No. 5 of 1991 was adopted, later amended by Local Law No. 3 of 1993,
to set up the parameters governing the purchase, ownership and resale of the 93 townhouses comprising
the R-AH district. [Figure 7: Montebello board, residents discuss effects of proposed affordable housing,
Rockland Journal News, Oct. 17, 1991, B4.].  Ironically, Kathy became an Indian Rock homeowner years
later.
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note that collegiality was strained at times, but ultimately a form of calmer equilibrium

was achieved whereby each “side” could persuade the other as necessary, for the good

of the Village.  Indeed, given the independence of all five members, trustees would

frequently cross over the “aisle”, issue by issue.

The next elections were held on March 20, 2007.  This time the Mayor and two Trustee

positions were at stake.   Incumbents, Mayor Gorman and Trustee Downey Rainford,

chose not to run.   Trustee Oppenheim ran for Mayor, and newcomers Steven Sorrillo

and Stacy Caridi ran for Trustee, all on the Preserve Montebello line.   There being no

opposition, in order mentioned the vote totals were 178, 176 and 171, respectively.

Given Montebello’s pattern of low voter turn-out this was a high turnout for an

unopposed slate.

New blood, new initiatives, reflecting, perhaps, an evolved constituency.   Our “First

Second Mayor”, as I called him, and new Trustees Sorrillo and Caridi were sworn in at

an inaugural breakfast held on April 15, 2007 [See, Program, Figure 8].   Deputy Mayor

Millman acted as the MC, and, then Surrogate Court Judge Robert Berliner, himself a

Montebellian, swore in the electees.6   I was honored to have been chosen to give the

inaugural address.   I hope that my remarks captured the essence of the Mayor and the

new administration.   For better or worse, I repeat them hereinafter for posterity, and to

give a taste of the flavor of the times including my ad libs to the extent of my

recollection:

“Good morning fellow Montebellians and guests!

“With the benefit of having begun the journey to form our own government 23 years
ago, I can now state without feeling pretentious that I have witnessed history in the
making.   Perhaps, permitting myself some immodesty, I have even been a part of that
history.

                                             
6  Later, Judge Berliner would become a Supreme Court Justice, and he still serves as of this writing.  To
be noted also as of this writing, Family Court Judge William Warren still resides within the Village where
he has for a number of years, as does Town Justice Arnold Etelson.
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“Today, that history enters a significant new phase with the passing of the torch to
Montebello’s second Mayor, Dr. Jeffrey Oppenheim.  Two new Trustees, Steven Sorrillo
and Stacy Caridi join Lance Millman and Marc Citrin, who are in the  middle of their first
terms, with Lance to be appointed as Deputy Mayor.

“Today’s event might seem ordinary in a contemporary light, but I assure with the
benefit of historical hind sight, that that is not the case.   Someday you will look back
upon today’s ceremony with a touch of wonderment and a strong sense of posterity, as I
look back to 1984, when the formation effort began, and to 1986, the year of  our
incorporation.

“Reflecting back, sitting in Fran Osei’s finished basement on Mile Road debating the
name of the village seemed ordinary then (I was in the minority arguing for an Indian or
Dutch name).   The same can be said for determining our boundaries - should we plan
for the future, consider the tax base, extend further south beyond the Thruway?
Should we pay heed to the Mt. Laurel decision and add territory suitable for affordable
housing?   Should we change to a calendar based fiscal year?  Should we contract with
the Town for highway services?  For Building Inspection services? In retrospect, these
decisions, and many others like them, seemingly ordinary at the time, were profoundly
important in shaping the destiny of our Village.

“At Mayor Gorman’s retirement party I stated that although Jeff may be our John
Adams, she will always be our George Washington.   Not to demean President Adams’
roll in the history of our nation, but there can only be one first president - one first
mayor.   Be this as it may, it is already quite apparent that Jeff will be written in large
block print as our,  First-Second Mayor.

“Time will tell, but if the first two weeks are any measure, I am certain that the
importance of the First-Second will be great, indeed.

"In another way Jeff will be a second - he will be Montebello’s second physician to serve
in noteworthy elective office, and perhaps he will even eclipse the deeds of the first.   I
refer to U.S. Senator Royal Copeland, who served from 1922 to 1938, and lived at the
N.E. corner of Route 202 and what would become Copeland Drive.   Dr. Copeland, who
was NYC Health Commissioner before moving up to the County and being elected to
the Senate, is the only Rocklander to have served in the U.S. Senate.  [Aside:  Yes,
Jeff, Senator Copeland was an O.D. and you are an M.D., so, perhaps, you have
already exceeded him, at least most M.D.’s might suggest so?]

“Let’s scroll forward to April 14, 1986.  Moments after the poles closed and results were
in on the incorporation vote, 689 being in favor and 105 opposed, three of our founding
mothers, Jane Burke, Fran O’Sei and Kathryn Ellsworth (now Gorman), sat in an
automobile discussing who should run for Mayor.   Each wished to defer to the other.
Finally, Kathy said, ‘Okay, I’ll do it, but you have to help.’   And so, Montebello’s first
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Mayor was informally chosen, the public vote on June 30th  being a formality, and that
choice lasted 21 years.

“Our first steps were necessarily hesitant and careful - remember, most of us had little
or no experience in running a government, with me being a limited exception serving as
General Counsel to a large school district.  To be contrasted, Jeff, our First-Second,
who is bursting with ideas and an irrepressible enthusiasm for the task, has the
advantage of having been a Trustee for four years, and serves or has served in various
other governmental capacities, such as a member of the County Board of Health and as
a Police Surgeon.

“Amongst a myriad of other things, in his first two weeks Jeff has come up with a
possible way to abate certain wetland flooding with immediate results, and at a cost of a
mil on a dollar.   He has taken the initiative to lead the green revolution by example,
currently shepherding obtaining solar power for the Village Hall while spearheading the
renovation process.   Indeed, nothing escapes Jeff’s attention, from the large to the
small.  Mostly, that is a good thing.   He has saved us over one thousand dollars by
simply suggesting fixing the flagpole instead of replacing it.   While the trench was open,
he made a valuable suggestion regarding the drainage work.  And, by further example,
he has arranged televising the Village Board meetings, believing sincerely in the
public’s right to know (and that a little face time is not a bad thing).
Ummmmmmmmm…  well, yes, he has also rearranged the top of each clerk’s desk,
and the pictures on their walls, and the closets, the shelves, the  recycling bins in the
basement, and the extra rolls of toilet paper in the bathrooms.

[Aside  while patting ample tummy:  “On a personal note, at one time in my adult life my
IQ was higher than my weight.   I’m afraid, to keep up with Jeff that would also have to
be true today.]

“Indeed, in the infancy of Dr. Oppenheim’s administration the Ship of State is already
metamorphisizing from a steady three-masted schooner to a sleek 12 meter racer.

“Good luck and smooth sailing, Mr. Mayor.   Welcome on board, Steve and Staci.
Congratulations, Mr. Deputy Mayor.   And to the rest of us I say, hang on, it will be an
exhilarating voyage, but bring your Dramamine.”

My remarks, foreshadowing big changes and new initiatives, were, if anything,

understated.   For example, in the typical four months following when they were made,

as I summarized in our Quarterly Newsletter, the Village Hall renovation was begun and

nearly completed, the first steps taken towards a solar energy system at the Village

Hall, Village Board meetings began to be televised, and, after a voter referendum on

July 11, 2007 authorized bonding by 82% in favor, the Village was poised to take title to
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the former Reform Temple of Suffern building and grounds to be used for meetings and

recreational purposes.

___. Village Adolescence

Municipalities mature slowly, as one would expect with an entity intended to endure for

centuries.  As discussed in the preceding “Changing of the Guard Section”, in my view

once Montebello approached and passed the twenty-year point it began its adolescent

phase, as harbingered by Dr. Oppenheim’s first election as a Trustee in 2003, and then

the election of Lance Milman and Marc Citrin in 2005 which placed Mayor Gorman and

trustee Dr. Downey-Rainford in a theoretical minority position.  The turnover was

completed in 2007 when Dr. Oppenheim ran for Mayor, and Steve Sorillo and Staci

Caridi for Trustees, all without opposition.

To bring this to the present, I note that in 2009, Lance Milman, Marc Citrin and Adam

Berliner ran for the Milman and Citrin Trustee positions, the incumbents being re-

elected by vote totals of 320 and 334 respectively, with 159 votes for the challenger.  In

2011 Mayor Oppenheim ran unopposed, but Steve Sorillo and Staci Caridi were joined

in the race for their Trustee positions by Alex Pena.  In order of mention, starting with

Mayor Oppenheim, the vote totals were 417, 380, 388 and 94, respectively.

_V. Worthy of Mention

There are so many noteworthy events that I have decided to list some not fully touched

upon before, assuredly leaving out things of importance.  Thus, the following listing is

understood as subject to addition to correct any glaring omissions.  I realize this is a

somewhat dry form of presentation, but part of what I am attempting to accomplish is a

written history for posterity.
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Montebello Community Center.   Located at 350-355 Haverstraw Road, Route 202.

Title taken from the Reform Temple of Suffern on May 31, 2007.  Building completely

renovated, parking lot repaved and tree and brush overgrowth eliminated, dais for

meetings constructed, and the Village’s boards and commissions commenced use on or

about January, 2008. Two-story office part of structure leased to Dr. Scott Gottlieb,

Gramercy Pain Management, P.C., beginning May 2008.  Availability for public rental

was begun shortly thereafter once procedures and forms were evolved.  Work on the

solar electrical generation system is expected to be completed by Lighthouse Solar,

New Paltz, New York, on or about Summer, 2011.  (Both solar generation systems were

benefited by grants from New York State Energy Research and Development Authority

(“NYSSERDA”).

Kathryn Gorman Ponds Park – Extensive and protracted negotiations with owner,

JMK Building Corp., with DEC involvement due to the streams, ponds and earthen

dams, finally yielded an agreement dated November 20, 2009, the salient terms of

which included 1) Developer performing all work necessary to correct lack of

maintenance on and around the earthen dams and waterworks, with approval of DEC;

2) Developer paying $635,000 to Village General Fund;  3) Mutual Releases.   Phase _

of the Park, consisting of creating a parking area, entrance, signs, fencing and a

quarter-mile main path, designed by the Village Engineer, Martin Spence, with guidance

and approval by the Park Commission, constructed by Turco Golf Inc., after award of

bid on May 19, 2010.  The Phase _ work was essentially completed by the Fall of 2010,

the park to be dedicated upon the 25th Anniversary, May 7, 2011.   Phase __ study and

design work awarded to AKRF Engineering/Mathew Nielson on April 27, 2011.

Warren E. Berbit Park – Deed to approximately 12 acres on the east side of Spook

Rock Road, opposite the Fant Farm, from Joon Management One Corp. (Marcel

Amona, developer), accepted on January 18, 2011.  On September 15, 2010 Board

(Resolution No. 10-107) resolved to name for one of the Village Founders, and its First

Village Attorney, Warren E. Berbit (still serving).
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Certified Local Government.  “CLG” status accorded the Village on June 26, 2008 by

NYS Historic Preservation Office (“SHPO”).  Amongst other things, this enabled the

Village to obtain a grant of $6,500 towards the survey of a historic architecture.  (See,

below).

Reconnaissance-Level Historic Resource Survey.  As referenced throughout this

Modern History, the survey was completed by Larson Fisher Assoc., Woodstock, New

York in August, 2010.  (See, Footnote 1., p.1)

Tree City  Village certified as a Tree City by the Arbor Day Foundation on

September 17, 2008.

Codification of Village Local Laws  Working with General Code in a massive

endeavor, all of the Village’s Local Laws were updated and codified, effective June 24,

2005.   The Code, which is constantly updated, is available over the Internet, as are all

associated forms.

Revised/Updated 2003 Comprehensive Plan Commission appointed in September,

2008, Thomas Campbell, as Chairman, submitted the draft Plan to Village Board on

September 16, 2009, which Plan was adopted on December 16, 2009.  Phase _ of

amending Village Code to effectuate Plan approved by Village Board on September 15,

2010.   In addition to Mr. Campbell, who was a Planning Board representative, the

following were Commission Members, with their attributions noted:

Jane Burke - Planning Board
Rodney Gittens - Zoning Board of Appeals
Melanie Golden - Chair Economic Development Commission
Lance N. Millman - Deputy Mayor/Trustee
Anthony Piazza - Parks Commission
Sandra Ward - Historical Preservation Commission
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The professionals assigned to the task, were as follows:

Ira M. Emanuel - Assistant Village Attorney
Robert Geneslaw - Village Planner
Debra Mastroeni - Village Clerk / Treasurer
Shelly Flanagan-Ramos - Deputy Village Clerk
Martin Spence - Village Engineer

Economic Development Commission  The Commission, comprised of Melanie

Golden, Chair, Marie Conte–Benedict, Tom Shember, Richard Bernstein and Debbie

Tonnelli, after public study and debate, rendered its report and recommendations in

June 2008.  This is an important work which will serve in the future to generate

economic development.

Renovation of Village Hall The Hall was completely renovated, Kenneth Irving

Architects, AIA, work completed on or about Fall/Winter 2007.  This also included

drainage and parking lot improvements.  The work greatly improved function, efficiency

and aesthetics.

Closing of Canterbury Lane at Viola Road.  A 20 year promise was kept when access

from Canterbury Lane to Viola Road was closed off with a locking gate, fencing and

grass areas by action taken on March 17, 2010.  This eliminated an intersection with

limited site lines, as well as avoided a portion of the neighborhood becoming a

thoroughfare for traffic generated by Montebello Pines.

911 Memorial Garden  Eagle Scout project completed by Peter Zelam, on or about

Spring 2007.  Village later added benches, plantings, lights, flag pole, and is in the

process of installing for permanent display a twisted girder segment from the World

Trade Center, as obtained by the Mayor in January, 2011.  The Village Board approved,

at its April 27, 2011 meeting, the expending of the sums necessary to mount the girder
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on a double stone base, the expectation being that such will be dedicated on Memorial

Day, 2011.

Other Village Hall Projects  Adirondack  Pavilion and plantings completed around

Spring 2001.  Tot-lot playground completed Spring 2005.  Work on Community Garden

(16 plots to begin with) to be completed on or about June 1, 2011 by Belleville

Landscaping, Inc.  Solar electric project, constructed by ISI Solar, Nyack, New York

operational and dedicated in Fall 2007.

Speed Humps Enabled.   As is unique statewide, if not nationwide, Resolution 06-101

of the Village Board was adopted on August 16, 2006, allowing 75% or more of the

affected residents of an area to petition for the installation of speed humps in the

interest of traffic safety.  Thus far, after engineering review and feasibility studies, and

public hearings, speed humps were installed on Mayer Drive (2007), and also on Oxford

Drive and Lety Lane (2010).

V. Saving Indian Rock

This is out of order, and perhaps, to some, not really worthy of its own Section, but to

me it is because it helps exemplify the heart and soul of what Montebello is all about.

Around 1990, the developer building the Indian Rock shopping center and the Indian

Rock affordable townhouses (See, footnote 5, p.8), had proposed sheering off a small

piece of the top of the 1.2 billion to 800 million year old, 17,300 ton, granite gneiss rock,

blasting the rest into gravel, and then displaying the top in a bed of the same.  Thus,

eliminating, forever, this magnificent work of nature and an important marker and

possible shelter to the indigenous Indians, placed in its current location about 21,000

years ago in the Ice Age.

I admit now that I lent a stealthy hand in instigating what was to come, by a barely

noticed “BE IT RESOLVED” clause I added to the Resolution approving the zone
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charge from warehousing, to neighborhood shopping (NS) and “affordable” housing (R-

AH).  This clearly mandated saving the Rock, and led to well attended and well reported

public hearings at which all manner of persons, from those of American Indian lineage,

to environmentalists, to historians, geologists, and romanticists, all pleaded passionately

to forever preserve The Rock.  (I recollect 24 persons speaking, but, as in all my

remembrances, I could be off a bit).   Thus, with overwhelming support, the Rock was

preserved and protected, and shall continue to serve as sentinel over the land upon

which it resides, hopefully for many more thousand of years.

Although the above came to fruition under Montebello’s “first” administration, in a

demonstration of respect for that act, and independent appreciation for this amazing

rock, Montebello’s “second” administration saw to it that the Rock be studied, and that

an appropriate plaque be installed, which took place on December 7, 2008.

V_. Future

I have absolute faith that the future of the Village of Montebello remains bright, our

greatest assets being our location, history, geography, and, most importantly, our

citizens, many of whom have already displayed the passion, vision, capability, and

desire to next carry the torch.

It is an honor to have been part of the process.

Sincerely,

Warren E. Berbit, Co-Founder,

First Village Attorney (1986 to present)


