
THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF 
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 2016 AT THE MONTEBELLO 
COMMUNITY CENTER, 350 HAVERSTRAW ROAD, MONTEBELLO, NEW YORK.  THE 
MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 8:00 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE. 
 
  Present:  Lance N. Millman  Mayor 
                 Stacy Caridi   Deputy Mayor 

   Steven A. Sorrillo  Trustee 
   Melanie Golden  Trustee 

     Steven Beldock  Trustee   
 
  Others Present: Warren Berbit   Village Attorney 
   
    

 Recording Secretary, Gloria Scalisi, Village Clerk-Treasurer 
 
Mayor’s Report: 
 
 Mayor Millman addressed the visiting High School Students and advised them that we 
are carrying on the tradition of the previous Mayor by requiring the that students ask at least one 
question prior to leaving the meeting. 
  
 The Mayor discussed the unfortunate circumstances surrounding the death of Mrs. Leigh, 
an 83-year-old Montebello Resident who was struck down by a car while crossing Route 202 to 
collect her mail. The Mayor thanked Deputy Mayor Caridi for her work along with the Post 
Office, allowing the residents of Route 202 and Mile Road the ability to move their mailboxes on 
the same side, to a safer location.  Mayor Millman in conjunction with Deputy Mayor Caridi and 
Rockland County Legislator Alden Wolfe have written to Jennifer Clark, Resident Engineer for 
the New York State Department of Transportation, to request a safety study of Route 202 near 
the intersection of Mayer Drive in Montebello. According to the Town of Ramapo Police 
Department reports, since 2009 there have been 17 accidents that have occurred near this 
intersection. The officials are hoping that traffic lights, pedestrian signs, and other road 
improvements are warranted. 
 
 The Mayor announced that the Village is having its annual Memorial Day Remembrance 
Service on Sunday, May 29, 2016 at 9 a.m. The Village will have three 5th Graders recite the 
Gettysburg Address this year. The Mayor was also proud to announce that Colonel John 
Leighton will be the guest speaker. The service will also include other guest speakers, Color 
Guard and Rifle Salute. Refreshments are served in the Seniors Center. All are welcome. 
  
 The Mayor also shared that the newsletter has been finalized, and is out to print.  
 
 Mayor Millman announced that the Community Garden, headed this year by Amy 
Rapoport, is underway.  
 



 The Mayor shared that a resolution to establish the Comprehensive Plan Commission will 
be presented, as will one to consider having a public hearing to enact a Moratorium Law. 
 
 The Mayor also mentioned that the Village will be celebrating its 30th Anniversary and in 
conjunction with the Parks Commission, Montebello Day should be a nice celebration. 
 
 Lastly, Mayor Millman advised that the speed humps on Orchard are up and per the 
Village Engineer, all paving scheduled for the Village this year has been completed. 
 
 
Parks Business: 
 
 Anthony Piazza, Chairperson and Amy Rapoport, Commissioner were present on behalf 
of the Parks Commission. Chairperson Piazza expressed disappointment with the turnout, 8 
people, for Montebello Clean-up Day which in his opinion made it a waste of time and money. 
Chairperson Piazza also mentioned that the Village is kept very clean by Mr. Vella, our Litter 
Patrol. Mayor Millman suggested we could announce that we are working with Rockland and 
ask if all Villagers can clean up around their property. Deputy Caridi also suggested going 
through the History Teachers in the High School, as they require community service hours for 
graduates. 
 
 Chairperson Piazza questioned the permit that was to be obtained from DEC for the 
chemical treatment at Gorman Pond. Village Clerk advised that the paperwork, checks and 
contracts were submitted several weeks prior. 
  
 Village Engineer, Martin Spence shared information regarding Gorman Ponds Park.  
Phase III will consist of creating a 6 foot wide path around Pond II. Phase III will also provide a 
viewing platform on the east end of Pond VI about 250 square feet. Piers will be incorporated in 
this project from prior structures. Trex will be used as it has a 25-year life and low future 
maintenance. Selective fencing will be installed to prevent access & dumping in pond areas. 
Village Engineer advised that when designs are complete, submissions will be made to DEC for 
permits, job would go out to bid by summer and looking for construction to begin in the fall. 
Final estimates are between $300,000 - $350,000 also including railings and between ponds 5 & 
6 some bouldering and slight fillings to widen the path for walkers. Discussion continued 
regarding solar panels, bubblers and mosquitos.  
 
 Amy Rapoport advised the time has come to renew membership with Tree City USA and 
Parks Commission would like to take charge of that project, Mayor Millman agreed. Amy 
Rapoport requested reports of when trees are removed from the shade tree easement. 
  
 Mayor Millman advised that a proposal would be sent to Senator Carlucci’s office for 
potential funding for the parks project. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Resolution: 16-      Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Establish Comprehensive Plan Review Process 
  
 WHEREAS, the Village Comprehensive Development Plan which was adopted on May 
21, 2003 after significant study and public hearings, recognized that it was a living document 
which should be studied and updated on a regular basis, and, as a consequence, a comprehensive 
Plan Review Commission was formed by virtue of Resolution No. 08-117, which resulted in a 
Revised Comprehensive Development Plan being adopted December 16, 2009 by Resolution No. 
09-128; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in addition, an Economic Development Commission was formed by virtue 
of Resolution No. 07-080, which resulted in an Economic Development Plan being approved by 
Resolution No. 08-088, adopted July 16, 2008; and 
 
 WHEREAS, approximately seven years have passed since adoption of the Plans, and it is 
timely that such be reviewed; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor reports having selected candidates for appointment to the 
Comprehensive Plan Review Commission, and that the same valid reasons appear to exist 
warranting enacting an interim land use moratorium as existed when the last Commission was 
convened. 
 
 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:  
 

1. That upon the recommendation of the Mayor, a commission is 
hereby formed, to commence its work immediately, or as soon as 
feasible, consisting of six (6) members to be entitled “The 
Montebello Comprehensive Development Plan Review 
Commission”, to commence the work of reviewing and 
recommending updates and changes to the Comprehensive 
Development Plan, which Commission shall deliberate in public, 
and which Commission shall consist of the following individual 
members who are hereby appointed thereto: 

 
  Name    Address   Title 
 
  Donald Wanamaker  56 West Gate Road  Chairman 
  Jack Barbera   8 Vivian Place   Member 
  Jane Burke   31 Mile Road   Member 
  Anthony Piazza  35 Senator Levy Drive Member 
  Amy Rapoport   5 Kings Gate Road  Member 
  Melanie Golden  10 Kings Gate Road  Member 
 



  
 2. That the Village Planner, the Village Engineer, as needed, and the 

Assistant Village Attorney, Ira Emanuel or Robert Magrino as an 
alternate if needed, are authorized and directed to assist the 
Commission in its deliberations. 

 
 3. That the Commission be and hereby is charged with completing a 

study and recommending an updated Comprehensive Development 
Plan and associated amendments to the Zoning Law to the Village 
Board no later than 6 months from today, such that the Village 
Board may hold public hearings and complete the process no later 
than 90 days thereafter. 

 
 4. That a Public Hearing be held on Wednesday, June 15, 2016 

beginning at 8:00 pm local time, or as soon thereafter as the matter 
can be heard, to determine whether to enact a local law to be 
drafted by Counsel enacting an interim land use moratorium, 
including an appeals procedure. 

 
 5. That the Village Clerk-Treasurer timely give due notice of the 

proposed adoption of said local law by publishing and posting and 
pursuant to General Municipal Law 239, as required, and that a 
copy of same be sent to the Rockland County Planning Department 
and the Planning Board of the Village of Montebello, as soon as 
the proposed law is ready, requesting an expedited response from 
said Department and said Board no later than the date of said 
Public Hearing. 

 
Motion: Trustee Golden 
 
Second: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
 Discussion ensued regarding Village Hall Garden Plots Improvements. The board agreed 
to table this resolution and vote by phone as time is of the essence, and to ratify at the next 
meeting. 
 
 The board discussed the Village Hall roof repair and agreed that it should be tabled to 
await further clarification.  
 
Resolution No.: 16-           Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Approval of Minutes for April 20, 2016 
 



 BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of 
April 20, 2016 be and are hereby approved. 
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo   
 
Second: Deputy Mayor Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution No.: 16-      Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims 
 
 BE IS RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated May 18, 2016, and 
totaling $112,502.50 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid. 
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Second: Deputy Mayor Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
   
Public Comment 
 
 With no one wishing to speak, Mayor Millman closed the public comment portion of the 
meeting. 
 
Old Business 
 
 Mayor Millman advised that the pictures and quotes on signs to rename MCC were not 
acceptable so we are still looking to obtain more reasonable pricing. 
 
  
New Business 
 
 In regarding to Lego Land Mayor Millman advised that to his knowledge there has been 
no formal contract made. 
 
 Trustee Sorrillo questioned the status of the abandoned house on Spook Rock Road. 
Village Clerk advised that 196 Spook Rock was recently purchased and the new owner has 
obtained the proper permits to repair the property. 
 
 Discussion regarding Algonquin Pipeline. Per Village Attorney, Village noticed about 
public hearing to increase pipeline’s capacity from 24 inches to 36 inches in diameter – line 
passes through a northwest portion of the Village adjacent to the Palisades Park.  We will 
monitor the proceedings.  



 
  
 
 
 
 At 9:35 p.m. Deputy Mayor Caridi made a motion to enter into Executive Session to 
discuss a potential litigation matter, seconded by Trustee Sorrillo. 
 
  At 10:02 p.m. Deputy Mayor Caridi made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded 
by Trustee Sorrillo. 
 
 At 10:03 p.m., Trustee Sorrillo made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by 
Deputy Mayor Caridi.  
 
 Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.   
 


