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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF 
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2015 AT THE 
MONTEBELLO COMMUNITY CENTER, 350 HAVERSTRAW ROAD, MONTEBELLO, 
NEW YORK.  THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 8:00 P.M. FOLLOWED BY 
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  

  Present:  Jeffrey Oppenheim  Mayor    
     Stacy Caridi   Trustee 
     Steven A. Sorrillo  Trustee 
     Melanie Golden  Trustee 
   

Absent:  Lance N. Millman  Deputy Mayor 
  
  Others Present: Warren Berbit   Village Attorney 
 
Mayor’s Report: In lieu of the Mayor’s Report this evening, Chief Brower is present and the 
Board members have some things they want to discuss with him. 

Trustee Caridi discussed the property on Spook Rock Road that the property owner has 
developed into a bee and blueberry farm; a use that is not allowed under the Village’s Code.  The 
property owner has been issued numerous violations and appearance tickets to no avail as the 
neighbors are contacting the police on the weekends because of ongoing activity on the property 
that is not allowed.  Trustee Caridi is concerned about how the police have treated the 
complainants, in the words of the neighbors, the police made them feel like they were harassing 
and bothering the police and the police said there was nothing they can do to stop him from 
holding classes and doing things on the property that he’s not allowed to do.  

Chief Brower responded that he is very disappointed to hear that any officers have made the 
complainants feel uncomfortable and that is unacceptable. As far as what they can and can’t do, 
it’s very difficult for all of the officers to know all of the local ordinances and laws in your 
village. All that they can do is arrive, take a report and then that report gets reported to your 
Board and your Building Inspector. Simply because it happens on a weekend doesn’t mean you 
can’t issue a violation based on the police report. 

Trustee Caridi reiterated that the homeowner may tend to disregard the Building Inspector’s 
violation notices on the weekend because he knows the Building Inspector is not around.  

Chief Brower advised that when the officers take a report over the weekend and we witness the 
violations, we will write up a police report and then Monday morning the Building Inspector can 
issue a violation notice. It doesn’t have to be done on the spot and then it’s going to be up to the 
Court to make a decision as to how he will be penalized. 

Discussion on this matter continues and the Mayor provides a synopsis of events regarding this 
property and relief methods that the Village Code provides for that the property owner of which 
he has been advised. 
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Village Attorney, Warren Berbit, notes, that if stronger methods are necessary to stop this, the 
Village can take him to court for injunctive relief.  Since the neighborhood gets upset, for 
example, this raises the issue are they engaging in disturbing the peace because it’s against the 
law and upsetting the neighborhood? 

Chief Brower responds that he doesn’t think so.  

Chief Brower states that all else has been quiet in the village. There has been a rash of cars being 
stolen primarily in Airmont by an organized ring out of New Jersey. They are all cars with the 
fob left in the cars. They bring the cars to Newark and leave them parked for 3-5 days and then if 
the cars are still there, they take them apart for parts or ship them overseas. They’ve recovered 
all 6 stolen from Airmont. No arrests have been made.  

Chief Brower advises that another youth academy will be starting probably in October, 2015. 
Please inform anyone who might have an interest to get in touch with Officer Donnelly at the 
high school. You have to be a junior in high school, maybe a senior to participate in the 10 week 
class that is held once a week.  Students are taught by the same officers who teach the cops. The 
Chief asked that the Village post a notice on the web site.  

Chief Brower also announced that there will be a police exam in November, 2016 in case 
someone wants to study for this. It is imperative to have a high score to get hired.    

Chief Brower announced that he will be retiring next month and thanked the Board members for 
their support through the years.  The Board members thanked the Chief for his service to the 
community and wished him well in his retirement. 

Public Comment:  No one wished to speak. 

The next agenda item is a discussion of the Village insurance renewal. The Board discussed the 
option to include cyber security and decided it was not necessary as the Village does not store 
personal information on the computers.  In addition, the deductible was increased from $1,000 to 
$5,000.  The Village Clerk/Treasurer advised that she had already discussed the increase with 
broker requesting the deductible be lowered.  The broker came back with a reduction to $2,500 
for an additional fee of $352.00.  The Board would like to try and get the deductible lowered to 
$1,000 and asked that the Clerk go back to the broker and request same.  The Board consensus 
on this matter was that the cost should not exceed $4,000 to accomplish this. 

Resolution: 15-077                   Village of Montebello 

Title:  Village Insurance Renewal- Sept 7, 2015 - Sept 7, 2016 

 
 WHEREAS, it is prudent that the Village maintain insurance coverage for loss to 
property, general liability, auto, hired car-non owner auto, crime, public officials, 
boiler/machinery, and umbrella liability, etc., as has been covered in the prior year, the coverage 
for which is expiring September 7, 2015; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Clerk sought competitive proposals via our broker, Salerno 
Brokerage; and 
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 WHEREAS, Salerno Brokerage sought proposals for coverage from Allied World 
Assurance, ACE, Utica, and American Alternative, CNA/Great American; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Salerno Brokerage summarized the proposals it received in its report dated 
August 19, 2015, a true copy of which shall be appended to the Minutes hereof as if a part of the 
Resolution as follows, noting that American Alternative Insurance Corp has a Superior AM Best 
Rating of A+ and that Allied World reported that its premium would be in excess of $45,000, 
which they advised would not be competitive; State National was unable to offer competitive 
terms due to the Village’s loss experience; CNA/Great American premium would be in excess of 
$50,000.00. 
 
  

	  
American	  Alternative	  

Property,	  General	  Liability	  and	  Automobile	   $24,312.81	  

	   	  Public	  Officials/	  
(ACE)	  Employment	  Practices	   $5,776.00	  

Municipal	  Automobile	   Included	  
Umbrella	  (American	  Alternative)	   $10,267.00	  

	   	  Public	  Employees	  Blanket	  Bond	   $487.00	  

	   	  Total	   $40,842.81	  
	   	  
	   	  

 
           ;and 
 
 WHEREAS, Salerno Brokerage recommends that said coverage be obtained from 
American Alternative at a total cost of $34,579.81, including Umbrella coverage, plus a Public 
Employees Blanket Bond from Utica at an expense of $487.00, and the Public Officials portion 
from ACE at an expense of $5,776.00, for a total of $40,842.81 as summarized above and in the 
chart because the terms of the respective combinations of coverages will be enhanced as to the 
current policy; American Alternative has a much higher policy holder surplus, is covered by the 
New York State Insurance Guaranty Fund; and, it also being noted that due to market conditions 
and the Village’s loss experience, there being an increase in cost vs. the present year of about 
$1,862.85 and an increase in the deductible from $1,000.00 to $5,000.00. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that insurance coverage as aforedescribed for the 
Village be renewed with American Alternative, and the associated coverages as brokered by 
Salerno Brokerage for the period of September 7, 2015 to September 7, 2016, at the cost of 
$40,842.81, such found to be reasonable and prudent, all factors considered,  and further 
authorizing increasing the cost by up to $3,000.00 in order to reduce the deductible to the 
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current, $1,000.00 from the proposed $5,000.00, if possible, more particularly as per the next 
“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED”; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the deductible shall be reduced towards $1,000.00, 
to the extent possible, at an additional cost not to exceed $3,000.00, but if such cannot be 
reduced below $2,500.00 at a known additional cost of $352.00, then that is hereby approved, for 
a total cost of $41,194.81; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the terms and conditions of such insurances and 
undertaking shall be as set forth on the face of same, which policies and undertaking shall be 
appended to the minutes hereof as if fully set forth hereinafter. 
 
Motion:  Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Second:  Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.  
 
Resolution: 15-078        Village of Montebello 

Title: Fence within Drainage Easement 

 WHEREAS, a 20 ft. wide drainage easement is located on the north west side of the 
property located at 2 Danielle Court, Section 40.19-1-67; and 

 WHEREAS, the homeowners, James and Patricia Marina, because of concern for 
frequent trespassers cutting across their property, have requested permission to install a fence in 
said easement as set forth in a sketch, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which 
shall be appended to the minutes hereof; and 

 WHEREAS, the Village is willing to grant said permission, so long as it retains discretion 
to remove said fence for any reason or purpose, and that it and the town of Ramapo retain 
authority to work in the drainage easement as they each deem necessary, it being understood that 
granting such permission does not attach any liability or obligation to restore said fence; and 

 WHEREAS, the Village Engineer in a letter dated August 19, 2015 referenced as if set 
forth hereinafter, a true copy to be appended to the minutes hereof, does not object to granting 
permission to erect the fence subject to the conditions set forth in said letter. 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that permission is hereby granted to install said fence 
subject to the limitations set forth herein including the conditions suggested by the Village 
Engineer as set forth hereinafter: 

1. A 4’ wide gate should be provided at the NE corner to access the manhole and rest of 
easement. 

2. Contractor shall call for utility markouts and specifically locate the drainage pipe 
location due to potential conflicts with the pipe and fence posts. 
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3. If any trees are needed to be removed they should be submitted as part of a tree 
application. 

4. Language should be provided in any agreement that requires that the owner remove 
the fence at the request of the Village/Town within a reasonable amount of time (5 
days) unless an emergency occurs. In the event that the property owner does not 
remove the fence, the Village may do so, at the expense of the property owner.  

5. The obligation shall be recorded against and run with the land, binding the present 
and all future owners of the land; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as the fence may trap debris, that the property owners 
shall maintain both sides of the fence free of debris; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution as completed by the 
Village Clerk, and marked “So Agreed” at the end, and signed and dated by the property owners 
before a Notary, as shown hereinafter, shall represent the understanding between them, the 
Village of Montebello and the Town of Ramapo, and shall be recordable against the property: 

 

SO AGREED, 

  For consideration set forth herein, the owners of the subject parcel, James 
and Patricia Marina, hereby agree to indemnify and hold harmless the Village of 
Montebello and the Town of Ramapo, for any damages caused by the fence, or as a 
consequence thereof. Said obligation shall run with the land, binding any owners thereof.  

 

____________________________    Date: 

 OWNER 

 

_____________________________    Date: 

 OWNER 

 

SWORN to before me this: 

 

____ day of _________________, 2015 

 

_____________________________ 
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 NOTARY PUBLIC 

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo 

Second: Trustee Golden 

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 

Resolution:  15-079        Village of Montebello 

Title:  Approval of Minutes 

 BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of July 
15, 2015 be and are hereby approved. 

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo 

Second:  Trustee Caridi 

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 

Resolution: 15-080        Village of Montebello 

Title: Amending Road Re-Surfacing Resolution 

 WHEREAS, as explained in his letter dated August 7, 2015, referenced as if set forth 
hereinafter, a true copy to be appended to the Minutes hereof, the Village Engineer recommends 
that upon the request and notice of Orange and Rockland, that the Village put off the scheduled 
resurfacing of E. Mayer Drive and portions of Mile Road due to gas main replacement work and 
the delays and seasonal changes that will engender, and that such work be postponed to be 
completed in the early Spring of 2016; and 

 WHEREAS, in lieu of such resurfacing work at this time, it is recommended that Rose 
Hill Road be substituted therefor, all according to the budget estimates attached to the aforesaid 
Engineer’s letter. 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, according to the recommendations of the Village 
Engineer and in furtherance thereof, that the Road Resurfacing Resolution, No. 15-032, be and 
hereby is amended, to delete therefrom E. Mayer Drive and portions of Mile Road, and to add 
thereto Rose Hill Road. 

Motion: Trustee Sorrilo 

Second: Trustee Caridi 

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 

Resolution:  15-081        Village of Montebello 
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Title:  Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated August 19, 2015, and 
totaling $116,777.62 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid. 

Motion: Trustee Golden 

Second: Trustee Caridi 

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 

At 8:48 p.m. Trustee Caridi made a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss personnel, 
seconded by Trustee Golden.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

At 8:56 p.m. Trustee Golden made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded by Trustee 
Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

Resolution: 15-082         Village of Montebello 

Title: Expanding Duties and Hours of  Court Clerk 

 WHEREAS, due to changes in the need for Clerk services at the Village, the Village 
Clerk has recommended that Andrea Petitti, the Court Clerk, have her hours increased from 17 
per week to full-time, or 35 hours per week, and that her duties be increased to include assisting 
with the Building Department functions, and other areas where needed; and 

 WHEREAS, Ms. Petitti’s present rate of pay of $20.40 per hour would continue, bringing 
her weekly salary to $714.00/$37,128.00 per annum; said salary to include evening court 
sessions. 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor agrees with such recommendation. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Andrea Petitti’s hours be increased to full time  
hours per week at a rate of pay of $20.40 per hour, and that her duties as Court Clerk shall be 
expanded to also include acting as Clerk to the Building Department as needed and assigned as 
well as to other clerical duties, it being understood that her hours at the Village Hall shall be 
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., as well as her hours in the evening for court, said 
action to include the steps necessary to comply with the Civil Service Law and associated 
regulations to accomplish this intent. 

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo 

Second: Trustee Golden 

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
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Resolution: 15-083                          Village of Montebello 

Title:  Creating Temporary Deputy Clerk Position 

 WHEREAS, the Deputy Clerk is presently out for an extended period of time due to 
health reasons; and 

 WHEREAS, upon the report of the Village Clerk and the Mayor, the need to have a 
Deputy Clerk present in the Village office is essential to the Village operations. 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees requests that the 
County of Rockland Department of Civil Service grant the creation of a Temporary Deputy 
Clerk position for a period of 90 days due to the aforesaid circumstances, to become effective 
immediately upon processing of the necessary paperwork with the Rockland County 
Department of Personnel; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village Clerk/Treasurer file the necessary 
papers with the Department of Personnel to effectuate this request; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Mayor, Deputy 
Mayor and Village Clerk/ Treasurer, and as conditioned upon and subject to said approval 
that Diana Montgomery be hired to fill said position at a salary of $33,000.00 per annum, 
prorated. 

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo 

Second: Trustee Caridi 

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 

Public Comment: No one wished to speak. 

Old and New Business: 

Trustee Golden would like to celebrate all seniors who graduate instead of just the Top 10 that 
the Village recognizes every year for their outstanding accomplishment. 

The Board members discuss her proposal and opt to keep things the way they are.  The Mayor 
offered to send certificates to every graduate. 

At this time, the Village Attorney would like the Board to consider adopting a Resolution 
regarding the ongoing issue at Rio Vista of Montebello of one of the residents having allowed 
her two daughters to move in with her, same reduced to one to serve as a caregiver.  Mr. Berbit 
advises that she has submitted satisfactory proof of the need to have assistance. 

Resolution: 15-084        Village of Montebello 
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Title:  Rio Vista of Montebello Age Restriction  

 BE IT RESOLVED, in response to the request of Counsel to the Board of Managers of 
Rio Vista of Montebello dated July 28, 2015, that in the circumstances in light of the physicians 
opinion, that the Village Board has no objection to removing conditions 3 and 4 from the 
accommodations discussed therein, irrespective this approval, the action by the Village Board 
shall not be construed as affirming said attorney’s characterization of the relative authority of the 
respective boards. 

Motion:  Mayor Oppenheim 

Second:  Trustee Sorrillo 

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 

Trustee Sorrillo made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Golden.  Upon vote, the motion 
carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 9:17 p.m.   


