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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF 
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 2015 AT THE MONTEBELLO 
COMMUNITY CENTER, 350 HAVERSTRAW ROAD, MONTEBELLO, NEW YORK.  THE 
MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 8:00 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE. 
 
  Present:  Jeffrey Oppenheim  Mayor 
     Lance N. Millman  Deputy Mayor 

               Stacy Caridi   Trustee 
     Melanie Golden  Trustee 
                    
  Absent:  Steven A. Sorrillo  Trustee 
 
  Others Present: Warren Berbit   Village Attorney 
  

 
Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk-Treasurer 

 
Mayor’s Report: 
 
The Mayor was pleased to announce that the grant application for ten thousand dollars to pave 
the Montebello Community Center parking lot was well received. Assemblywoman Ellen Jaffe 
has recommended our project for funding to the State Legislature. The Mayor stated that once 
again the Village of Montebello was named a Tree City USA by the Arbor Day Foundation; this 
is the Village’s seventh year.  
 
The Mayor discussed the paving projects within the Village and questioned the Village Clerk on 
the status of Canterbury, Oxford and Mile. Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk, responded that the 
paving on Canterbury Lane and Oxford Drive has been completed and noted that this morning 
two residents from Canterbury Lane came into Village Hall to voice their thanks and 
appreciation for the newly paved road.   
 
The Mayor announced that this Friday, July 17, 2015, will be Movie Night on the grounds of 
Village Hall. The movie showing will be Night at the Museum III. Free popcorn will be 
available. 
 
The Mayor noted that the Village newsletter went out today, July 15, 2015. The Village will be 
hosting the Babbling Brook Players Club performance of a Shakespeare play, “A Midsummer’s 
Night’s Dream, on August 6th, 7th and 8th at 6:30 p.m. on the grounds of Village Hall. The Mayor 
also noted that Montebello Day will be held on September 20, 2015.  
 
The Mayor discussed the ongoing project at Gorman Park that should be at its completion by the 
end of next week. The Mayor is looking forward to its opening. Mayor Oppenheim stated that he 
spoke to the Chairman of the Parks Commission, Mr. Anthony Piazza, who is very pleased with 
how the project is coming along. 
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Mayor Oppenheim informed the Board that the Montebello Bridge should be completed by the 
end of August as expressed by the Rockland County Highway Department, hopefully in time for 
the beginning of the school year so that the school buses do not have to be re-routed. The Mayor 
stated the Village should be involved in a ribbon cutting event when the project is completed. 
The Mayor stated that all the county officials who helped get the project moving should be 
invited.  
 
Public Comment: 
 
Mr. Peter Epstein, 10 Birdie Drive, Montebello, New York submitted a Speed Hump petition to 
the Board of Trustees. The petition is for Par Road off of Airmont Road. Mr. Epstein stated that 
he believes he has 75% of the signatures needed but if it is not enough he will be able to get 
more. The Mayor informed Mr. Epstein that the Village Attorney will review the petition to see 
if it meets all of the requirements. Mr. Berbit, Village Attorney, stated that after his review the 
Village Engineer will also review the site and report back to the Board of Trustees; depending on 
his report, the Board will then schedule a public hearing on the petition. The Deputy Mayor 
explained the public hearing process.  The Mayor stated that the process may be long and slow 
but it is a fair process. The Village Clerk informed the Board that Mrs. Epstein sent an email 
regarding how bad the speeding has gotten on Par Road. Mrs. Mastroeni has since contacted the 
Police Department. Trustee Caridi stated that Par Road is used as a cut-through to get to Mile 
Road. Mr. Epstein stated that the cars are speeding 40-60mph when the posted speed limit is 
30mph. Mr. Epstein expressed his concern for the safety of the children at the bus Stop on the 
corner of Caddy and Par; people drive very fast. The Mayor along with the Board of Trustees 
expressed their thanks to Mr. Epstein for following the procedure to request a speed hump and 
getting the signatures on the petition.  
 
Resolution: 15-073   Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Approval of Minutes   
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of June 
17, 2015 be and are hereby approved. 
  
Motion: Trustee Golden  
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-074   Village of Montebello 
 
Title:  Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated July 15, 2015, and 
totaling $189,746.63 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid. 
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Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman       
 
Second: Trustee Golden 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-075   Village of Montebello 
 
Title:  Dunnigan Drive – Signs 
 

WHEREAS, by virtue of Resolution No. 00-103 and others, Dunnigan Drive was made a 
No-Parking Zone; and 
 

WHEREAS, despite these actions, the unlawful and frequent overnight parking of trucks 
with trailers , and sometimes just trailers, themselves, on Dunnigan Drive continues to be a 
problem in defiance of the law; and  
 

WHEREAS, after investigating the situation further, and conversations with the Town 
Highway Department and the Police Department, it is recommended that the intent to enforce the 
no-parking zone be conveyed to those parking unlawfully in even more certain terms by adding 
to the signage per the proposals from the Town to provide and install signage, as included herein 
by reference, as well as by emphasizing to the Police Department and staff that the need exists to 
regularly prosecute those in defiance of the ban. 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

1. That 6 “No-Parking Anytime” signs, or equivalent, be obtained from and, installed by, 
the Highway Department, at a cost of $662.15 per the Town’s proposal. 
 

2. That one sign with the following verbiage or the equivalent:  “NO PARKING ANY 
TIME – Vehicles or trailers in violation subject to towing, impound and storage charges 
as well as fines,” be obtained from and installed by the Town at the cost of $202.66; and 
that one to be located on right at the entrance of Dunnigan Drive. 
 

3. That arrangements be made for the towing, impoundment and storage of unlawfully 
parked vehicles and trailers, costs to be passed through to the owners and/or the violators 
of the No Parking Zone. 
 

Final placement is subject to review of the Village Engineer. 
 
Motion:  Trustee Caridi 
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Second: Deputy Mayor Millman 
 
Discussion: Deputy Mayor Millman discussed the quotes received and the spacing of the signs 
on Dunnigan Drive. Trustee Caridi stated that there should definitely be one sign at the entry of  
Dunnigan Drive, set back as you enter from Airmont Road stating that the vehicles will be 
towed. Deputy Mayor Millman noted that the Village should install the most signs required at the 
minimum cost. The Village Clerk stated that the first quote is for the entrance sign that was 
discussed with the Village Attorney.  The entrance sign will be larger at 24” x 30”. Mrs. 
Mastroeni stated that the original signs are spaced at 30feet. Trustee Caridi stated that the signs 
need to go up to the gate by Raymour & Flanigan because that’s where the cars are parking. The  
consensus of the Board is to start with the six signs along Dunnigan Drive and the sign at the 
entry of Dunnigan Drive from Airmont Road. 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15 -076        Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Appointment of Deputy Village Clerk/Deputy Registrar 
 
 WHEREAS, the former Deputy Village Clerk/Deputy Registrar was not reappointed at 
the annual re-organizational meeting in April and her employment ended, effective July 10, 
2015, making those positions vacant; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor hereby appoints Gloria Scalisi, currently employed as the 
Building/Planning and Zoning Clerk, to the position of Deputy Village Clerk/Deputy Registrar 
for a term to expire at the next re-organizational meeting. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Gloria Scalisi is appointed to the position of 
Deputy Village Clerk/Deputy Registrar in accordance with New York State law at a salary of 
$42,585 annually. 
 
Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman 
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Old/New Business: 
 
Trustee Caridi discussed the Tree Preservation Law and fines associated with trees removed 
without permits. Trusted Caridi believes that the homeowner and the contractor should be fined 
and that the fines should be equitable for both. Trustee Caridi noted that the majority of the 
complaints from the residents are that “no one should tell me what to do with or on my property” 
and “with the amount of taxes we pay we should do what we want with our property”.  Mr. 
Berbit stated that in the Tree Law both the contractor and the homeowner are responsible. The 
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Village has the ability to revoke the license of a tree contractor who is in violation of the law. 
Mr. Berbit also stated that some residents are made to go before the Planning Board with a Tree 
Remediation application and a planting plan.  Mr. Berbit agrees with Trustee Caridi that the 
culpability should lie more with the licensed tree contractor because they should know the law.  
Trustee Golden questioned the consistency of the fine schedule. Deputy Mayor Millman agrees 
that both should be liable. Deputy Mayor Millman questioned the Village Attorney on whether to 
change the code to state “a verbal stop work order followed by a written stop work order” - will 
it take public hearing and all else that it entails. Mr. Berbit replied that even to change and add 
the wording it would require a public hearing. The Village Clerk questioned the Village Attorney 
on raising the fines on illegally removed trees, the fines would still be at the discretion of the 
prosecuting attorney. Deputy Mayor Millman believes it would be fair to have fines be equal 
between the homeowner and contractor (ex: $250 per tree each). Trustee Caridi would like to 
workshop the discussion of Tree Removal fines with the prosecuting attorney.  The Board agreed 
that a workshop with the prosecuting attorney would be helpful to discuss the fines and 
consistency in enforcement. 
 
Mr. John Martin, 35 Par Road, Montebello, New York questioned the Board on the Balloon 
study and his submission in regards to the Ramapo Valley Sports Club application.  Mr. Martin 
stated that they have consulted with an engineer to perform the balloon study and questions arose 
regarding the placement of the balloons in order to achieve the goal of the study. The 
recommendations were to place two of the balloons on the proposed light poles closest to 
Airmont Road where they would have the biggest visibility. The balloons would be floated for a 
specific time frame. Deputy Mayor Millman stated that one of the points of concern was the 
height of the enclosed bubble. Deputy Mayor Millman informed Mr. Martin that the Board 
members will discuss the issue and a forthcoming letter answering many of the points that were 
brought up will be sent. 
 
Mr. Martin questioned the paving of the roads within the Village. Mayor Oppenheim replied that 
portions of the Village do get paved every year; Canterbury Road and part of Oxford Drive was 
just completed. The Village is not done with the paving this year. Deputy Mayor Millman 
informed Mr. Martin that the amount of roads paved within the Village is determined by the 
budget. Mr. Martin stated his concern for Mayer Drive and Mile Road. Mayor Oppenheim 
informed the public that both Mayer Drive and a portion of Mile Road are being addressed this 
year. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim informed the Board that a letter was submitted to the Secretary of the Public 
Services Commission in opposition to United Water’s request for a 60 million dollar surcharge.  
 
Mayor Oppenheim noted that he signed a letter, along with other big city mayors and other 
municipal leaders, with Mayors United against Anti-Semitism. The group will be putting 
Montebello on their website.  
 
At 8:48 p.m. Trustee Caridi made a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss personnel 
matters, seconded by Deputy Mayor Millman.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
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At 9:08 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded by 
Trustee Golden.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Trustee Caridi made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Millman.  Upon vote, the 
motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 9:09 p.m. 


