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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF 
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 2015 AT THE MONTEBELLO 
COMMUNITY CENTER, 350 HAVERSTRAW ROAD, MONTEBELLO, NEW YORK.  THE 
MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 8:16 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE. 
 
  Present:  Jeffrey Oppenheim  Mayor 

   Lance N. Millman  Deputy Mayor                
   Stacy Caridi   Trustee 

     Steven A. Sorrillo  Trustee 
  Melanie Golden  Trustee 
                      
  Others Present: Warren Berbit   Village Attorney 
  

   Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk-Treasurer 
 
Mayor’s Report: 
 
Mayor Oppenheim began his report with the Village’s annual Memorial Day ceremony held on 
May 24th, noting that the event was well attended. Veteran Chris Day was our guest speaker and 
Congresswomen Lowey presented a certificate to the Village and acknowledged our former 
Building Inspector and WWII Veteran Harry Lewis. Resident and 5th grader Charlie Poulos gave 
an outstanding rendition of the Gettysburg address.   
 
The Village of Montebello submitted the required Government Efficiency Plan to the New York 
State Division of the Budget to insure that our residents are eligible to receive tax refunds under 
the 2% tax cap freeze.  The Mayor wondered how many other municipalities actually did this. 
 
The Mayor advised that the lease was finalized with Chabad of Suffern for rental of the office 
space portion of the Community Center.  
 
The new auditors, Toski and Co. have almost completed the audit of the 2014 financials and thus 
far everything has been positive. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim informed the Board that he received a complaint from a resident on Lake 
Road regarding the condition of the properties at 8 and 14 Lake Road that the Village acquired 
through the Hazard Mitigation Program, demolished and now exist as open space.  The two 
properties are overgrown with weeds and grass.  The Mayor asked what the DEC requirements 
may be as far as keeping open space versus what the village is able to do.  
 
Attorney Berbit responded that they can be used as passive parkland; a bathroom could even be 
installed if so desired. There is no affirmative obligation to landscape it meticulously.  The 
Village Clerk stated that it is on the landscapers schedule to be mowed every other week during 
the summer.  The Mayor suggested to the resident, Wayne Merket, to take photos and attend a 
meeting, but he is not in attendance.  The Mayor would like to turn that area into a wooded area. 
The Deputy Mayor suggested planting wild flower seed, the Mayor did not think that would 



2 
 

work.  He would like to speak to the landscaper for advice and revisit this matter at another 
meeting. 
 
The Mayor gave an update on Mr. Oster, Osterberry Farms, 133 Spook Rock Road will be going 
to litigation with the Court System. Judge Etelson postponed the case last month.  Trustee 
Golden asked if they ever came back to the Village to submit the proper paperwork, Debra 
Mastroeni stated “they did not”. Mr. Berbit received and responded to a letter from Ryan Karben, 
Mr. Oster’s Attorney.  
 
Mayor Oppenheim noted he drove over the Tappan Zee Bridge and the first piece of steel was 
being laid.   
 
The Montebello Road Bridge is still slated to be completed by the end of August according to the 
County. 
 
The Mayor mentioned that a FIAT commercial is being filmed in the village. 
 
Shakespeare in the Park is again returning this summer  with productions of a Midsummer 
Night’s Dream by the Babbling Brook Players Club on August 6th , 7th  and 8th  at 6:30 p.m. on 
the Village Hall grounds. It was suggested to send out a summer newsletter so the play can be 
advertised.  The Mayor asked the Board to submit all their newsletter articles by the first week in 
July. 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman asked about what was happening with a piece of property located at 7 
Victory Lane.  The Mayor responded that no legal papers have been served and no applications 
submitted to the Planning Board.  
 
The Building Inspector is working with the R.C. Health Department with regard to new 
complaints received for the property located at 547 Haverstraw Road.  A single family residence 
being rented as multi-family. 
 
Parks Commission Business:  No one from the Parks Commission was present. 
 
Public Comment:  No one wished to speak.   
 
Resolution: 15-068   Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Approval of Minutes for May 20, 2015 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of May 
20, 2015 be and are hereby approved. 
  
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo  
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 



3 
 

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-069                   Village of Montebello 
 
Title:   Amend May Abstract and Schedule of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Resolution No. 15-064, entitled Approval of Abstract and 
Schedule of Claims, dated May 20, 2015, be and hereby is amended to reflect a change in the 
total amount of claims from $146,401.42 to $146,401.12 due to the following: incorrect amount 
listed on the abstract for Liberty Power Holdings, LLC changed from $559.70 to $559.40. 
 
Motion: Trustee Golden 
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-070         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Historical Marker for Village Hall 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Board conceptually approved funding in the Historic 
Preservation Commission (“HPC”) budget for the erection of an historic plaque at the Village 
Hall, which was designated a Montebello Historic Landmark in 2008; and 
 
 WHEREAS, with the guidance of the Village Historian, the HPC has approved the 
following wording for said plaque: 
 

Morse Cottage 
 

Built with native stone, this English Style Cottage, constructed in 1923, was a wedding gift 
 

for Stanley and Blanche Ward Morse. The home was carved out of the 61-acre estate of Perley 
 

Morse, nationally known as an accountant and author who conducted important financial 
 

investigations for federal and state governments. It remained a private home until acquired by 
 

the Village of Montebello in 1989 for use as the Village Hall. The building was designated a 
 

Montebello Historic Landmark on December 17, 2008. 
 
  
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that erection of the aforesaid historic plaque be and 
hereby is approved as appropriate, and a sum not to exceed $2,000.00 is authorized to be 
expended therefore, Procurement Policy to be followed to the extent practicable, given that the 
materials are to match the Indian Rock marker. 
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Motion: Trustee Golden 
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-071   Village of Montebello 
 
Title:  Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated June 17, 2015, and 
totaling $108,055.29 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid. 
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo     
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-072         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Adecco Agreement for Temporary Clerk  
  
 WHEREAS, the Village Clerk-Treasurer reports that to maintain efficient operation of 
the Village Hall, the services of an additional Clerk must be obtained, the need having been 
exacerbated by the absence of the Clerk to the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals due 
to surgery and a necessary recovery period; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Clerk-Treasurer reports having negotiated a Service Agreement 
with Adecco, 150 Airport Executive Park, Nanuet, NY 10954, which will recruit and supply a 
suitable clerk according to the Village’s needs, to be present at Village Hall 7 hours per day, 35 
hours per week, usual working hours, including 1 hour each day for lunch, to be paid for 30 
hours at $20.80/hour, all benefits to be provided by Adecco at its expense, all as more 
particularly set forth in the Adecco Rate Sheet and Services Agreement, referenced as if set forth 
hereinafter, true copies to be appended to the Minutes hereof; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Clerk-Treasurer strongly recommends entering into said 
Agreement with Adecco for the reasons mentioned, and the Mayor concurs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Clerk-Treasurer suggests, that although hiring of said Clerk is on 
a temporary basis, that the duration of same not be set, such being understood to be a function of 
the Village’s needs, and the fitting in of a Clerk to meet same as such evolves, as subject to the 
regular report of the Village Clerk-Treasurer to the Mayor and Village Board as to status. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Agreement with Adecco be entered into for 
the reasons mentioned according to the above terms and conditions, thus resulting in temporarily 
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retaining the services of a Clerk also pursuant to the terms set forth above and in the referenced 
documents. 
 
Motion: Trustee Caridi 
 
Second: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
   
The next agenda item was to discuss a request from a resident to replace the entry sign to 
Montebello Pines on the right side of Par Road that was destroyed by vandals.  The Village 
Clerk/Treasurer has received a quote to replace said sign at a cost of $1,687.50. 
 
The Board members discussed the request and are not in favor of replacing the sign as it was 
installed by the developer of the Pines subdivision and it does not want to set a precedent by 
identifying a single neighborhood within the Village.  
 
The Board requested that the Village entry sign that was taken out in a car accident on Route 202 
be replaced.      
 
The Board reviewed the new renovation plan for the office space at the Community Center that 
is being leased by Chabad of Suffern. The Village Clerk explained the changes that Rabbi Gancz 
is proposing to the Board.  The Mayor noted that the village will not incur any costs, and the 
Building Inspector will have to inspect and approve all the changes. The Board agreed to the 
changes as proposed. 
 
Public Comment:  No one wished to speak. 
 
Old/New Business: None  
 
Lt. Colbaith from the Ramapo Police Department was present and wished to discuss the parking 
issues on Dunnigan Dive. Trustee Caridi has been dealing with the police department regarding 
trucks parking on Dunnigan when there is not supposed to be any truck parking on the roadway. 
Discussion regarding installling additional “No Parking” signage, and the placement of the 
signage to enable the police to enforce same.  Lt. Colbaith will speak to his fellow officers about 
the distance of feet the signs have to be and advised the Board that any trucks that are clearly in a 
designated no parking area will be ticketed; trucks that are parked in an area that is questionable 
will be left alone for now.  He added that an idling truck would receive a summons.  The 
Lieutenant will follow up with the Village Clerk with additional information. 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the 
motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 8:48 p.m. 
  


