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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF 
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 2015 AT THE MONTEBELLO 
COMMUNITY CENTER, 350 HAVERSTRAW ROAD, MONTEBELLO, NEW YORK.  THE 
MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 8:05 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE. 
 
  Present:  Jeffrey Oppenheim  Mayor 

               Stacy Caridi   Trustee 
     Steven A. Sorrillo  Trustee 
  Melanie Golden  Trustee 
                          
  Absent:  Lance N. Millman  Deputy Mayor 
   
  Others Present: Warren Berbit   Village Attorney 
  

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk-Treasurer 
 
Mayor Oppenheim advised that the Deputy Mayor is away at a conference.  The Mayor then 
noted that this is his favorite meeting of the year as annually the Board’s May meeting is special 
as the Board members acknowledge the achievement of the top 10% of the Suffern graduating 
class students who reside within the Village. 
 
Mayor’s Report: 
 
The Mayor began his report by announcing that the Village has received a substantial amount of 
CHIPS money from the State that will be used for road paving, approximately $45,000. A 
$50,000 grant was also received from the NYS DOT Multi Modal Program for the paving of 
portions of Mile Road thanks to the assistance of Sen. Carlucci. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim announced that on Sunday, May 24th at 9 a.m. at Village Hall the Annual 
Memorial Day Ceremony will take place. The color guard will be there as they are every year. A 
fifth grader from one of the elementary schools will read the Gettysburg Address. Chris Day will 
be the guest speaker this year; he is a combat veteran that served in Iraq. The Mayor invited all to 
attend. There will be a brief ceremony and light refreshments will be served afterwards. 
 
The Village will be applying for status for our property owners to continue receiving rebates on 
taxes. Village taxes have been kept under the 2% tax cap for the last few years. If the local 
governments stay under that percentage residents receive a rebate. The State has stepped up the 
requirements and now requires that a Government Efficiency Plan be submitted projecting the 
annual savings. Various other municipalities do not plan on submitting this plan; the Mayor is 
hoping that the school district submits a plan.  
 
Arbor Day was celebrated with a tree planting on the Village Hall grounds. This tradition will 
continue every year as the Village is a six year member of Tree City USA. 
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Trustee Golden gave an update on the litigation for the vote regarding the Ward System.  Due to 
substantial irregularities the Rockland County Supreme Court set aside the election results and 
directed that it be re-held. The Town of Ramapo decided to appeal the decision and the case is 
set to be heard in Albany shortly. She will be attending this hearing.  
 
Good News!  Mayor Oppenheim stated that the County is looking to finish up the Montebello 
Road Bridge in late August. He would like to have a ribbon cutting ceremony. 
 
First agenda item was honoring the top 10% of the Suffern High School graduating class who 
reside in Montebello.  Every year the Board of Trustees hosts the students and their parents for 
this prestigious achievement.  The Mayor and Trustees recognized the following students by 
presenting each of them with a Certificate of Academic Excellence and taking a photograph with 
each:  Ayesha Ali, Steven Cioffi, Stephen DeBoer, Joshua Gorelick, Rachel Haberman, Sara 
Haberman, Stephen Lereah, Rachel Liebergall, Alexa Martin, Eytan Rubinstein, Jeremy 
Solomon, Imani Solan, Alexandra Vinick, Justin Weisberg. The following students were unable 
to attend the ceremony: Mary Duganzic, Samir Dutta, Alexander Fernandez, Robbie Gershon, 
Michael Nicholson and Devon Pradhuman.  
   
The Board Members commended the students and their parents and extended their 
congratulations to all! 
 
The District Attorney’s confidential investigator, George Wamsley, was in attendance, he is also 
the community affairs officer for the office. Mr. Wamsley used to be a police officer in Ramapo 
years ago. He passed out a card and advised that he is not just concerned about crime in 
communities, but the quality of life. Some crimes are not always criminal, but aggravating issues 
that you don’t know what to do with. He requested that he be contacted with instances like that 
so they can work on real solutions.     
 
Mr. Wamsley introduced Mr. Nick Nicholakis, the Assistant District Attorney, who prosecutes 
cases in the Montebello Justice Court. He went on to state that a lot of times he is given 
information from the arresting police officer, and the information does not contain anything more 
than what the individual was arrested for. He feels it would be more helpful to him to have a 
more complete picture of the individual before he makes a decision on how to resolve the case. 
With the more important cases, the more information he has the better he is to make a decision 
on how to dispose of the case. He requested ideas and information be shared. He handed out his 
business card.  
 
The Mayor asked him how he felt the Montebello Justice Court was working out. He responded 
that it’s not just him that makes the decisions, it’s the judge, the public defender and the 
defendant’s attorney that all work together. They all have to come up with a disposition together, 
and from his perspective there is good administration of justice in Montebello. 
 
The Board members thanked them for coming in.   Mr. Wamsley commended the Board for 
honoring the students this evening. 
 
Public Comment:  No one wished to speak. 
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Parks Commission Business:  No one from the Parks Commission was present. 
 
The Annual MS4 Report was reviewed by the Board. The Mayor read the draft acceptance letter 
from Martin Spence dated May 15, 2015 and opened the floor to public comment regarding the 
report. 
 
No one wished to comment. 
 
Resolution: 15-057                 Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Accept MS4 Annual Report 
 
 WHEREAS, under his cover dated May 15, 2015, the Village Engineer, Martin Spence, 
has supplied a draft of the proposed Municipal Compliance Certification Form Annual Report 
which provides a summary of activities that the Village performed with respect to Municipal 
Separate Storm Sewer System Program (MS4), required by NYSDEC SPDES ID: NYR20A267, 
for the period March 10, 2014 to March 9, 2015; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as reported by the Village Engineer, said Report must be reviewed by the 
Village Board and the public given the opportunity to review and comment, before same is 
finalized by the Engineer and submitted to the NYSDEC for compliance; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Report was reviewed in public and the public was given an opportunity 
to comment at 8:40 p.m., and no one commented and the Village Board indicated satisfaction 
with the contents thereof. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Report is accepted as written and that a 
completed copy of this Resolution be appended to the submission to the NYSDEC, and to act as 
instructions to him to complete and file the Report. 
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo   
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
      
Resolution: 15-058   Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Approval of Minutes for April 15, 2015 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of 
April 15, 2015 be and are hereby approved. 
  
Motion: Trustee Caridi  
 



4 
 

Second: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-059         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Parks Commission Movie Night  
 
 WHEREAS, the Parks Commission has arranged to conduct a Movie Night on July 17, 
2015, under an all-inclusive contract with Funflicks Outdoor Movies for a total cost of $815.14, 
including providing an inflatable movie screen, projector, associated equipment, popcorn for 
150, operator of popcorn maker, etc., all as more particularly set forth in a proposal (“invoice”) 
dated 1/27/2015, a true copy of which shall be appended to the Minutes hereof; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a licensing fee to show the movie, Night at the Museum:Secret of the Tomb, 
is required from Criterion Pictures USA, Inc. in the amount of $200.00; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Commission also requests that a Port-a-Potty be rented at an 
approximate cost of $110.00, unless access will be provided to restrooms in the Senior Center; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, said total expense, $1,015.14 to $1,125.14, is well within the event expense 
budget of the Commission for the year; and 
  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Parks Commission is authorized to enter into 
the aforesaid Agreement in a form as approved by the Village Attorney, and to make the outlined 
expenditures, for the purpose of holding Movie Night.  
 
Motion: Trustee Golden   
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
The Board agreed to the usage of the Senior Room restrooms as long as there is a a supervised 
monitor on site. The Parks Commission will be responsible for unlocking and locking the door to 
the Senior Room. This will save money on renting a porta potty. 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution 15-060                                                                                         Village of Montebello  
 
Title: Accept Annual Justice Court Audit  
 

WHEREAS, the Village’s Justice Court commenced operation on or about June 1st, 2012, 
and §2019-a of the Uniform Justice Court Act (“the Act”) requires that the Village Justices 
annually provide their court records and dockets to the village auditing board (the Village 
Board), and that such records thereby be examined or audited and that fact be entered into the 
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Minutes of the Board’s proceedings, and thereafter that such be filed with the Director of Internal 
Audit, NYS Office of Court Administration; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Village’s Financial Consultant, Marvin Nyman CPA, has, under his 
cover of May 11, 2015, authored his analysis of the records of the Village of Montebello’s 
Justice Court, and the Justice Court Clerk’s bail records to determine adherence to court 
procedures and compile relevant operating data and to determine if the bail account held 
sufficient assets to cover the associated liability, which analysis is likewise dated May 11, 2015; 
both documents (hereinafter “The Reports”) referenced hereat as if fully set forth hereinafter, 
true copies of which shall be appended to the minutes hereof; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Village Board has reviewed the Reports and associated records, and 
confirms the conclusions drawn by the Village’s Financial Consultant. 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to the Act, as hereby entered into the 
Minutes of the Village Board, that said Reports be and hereby are approved after the required 
examination was conducted, and that the Reports and a Clerk certified completed copy of this 
Resolution be filed with Dennis W. Donnelly, Director of Internal Audit, NYS Office of Court 
Administration, 98 Niver Street, Cohoes, NY 12047, as well as filed in the records of the Village 
and of the Village Justice Court. 
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo  
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Trustee Sorrillo asked what Mr. Nyman charge’s was for filing this report. Mayor Oppenheim 
responded that it is included in his contract. 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-061        Village of Montebello 
 
Title:  2014 Year End Budget Modifications 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village’s financial consultant has issued a final Budget Comparison 
Report for 2014; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said consultant recommends making final adjustments to the 2014 Village 
Budget as consistent with said report. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the 2014 Budget be and hereby is adjusted to 
reflect all changes by said report, a true copy of which shall be appended to the Minutes hereof 
as if fully set forth hereinafter. 
 
Motion: Trustee Golden   
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Second: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-062        Village of Montebello 
 
Title:  Window Replacement and Interior Repairs at Montebello Community Center 
 
 WHEREAS, the project consists of window replacement and sheet rock and insulation 
removal and replacement finish work in the entry foyer and interior finish repairs in the existing 
meeting room, all work includes labor, materials, and incidentals. All unused and demolition 
materials will be removed from site; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Engineer, prepared specifications for said work, dated April 29, 
2015, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, copies to be appended to the minutes hereof; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Clerk/Treasurer reports receiving the following proposals in 
relation to the specifications: 
     
    Base Proposal                Add’l Framing        Add’l insulation 
       Lump Sum 
  
 Belleville  
 Landscaping, Inc.        $15,350.00         $10.50 Sq. Ft            $1.50 Sq. Ft  

 
 

 Pawley Interiors        $13,500.00       $10.00   Lin. Ft            $3.50 Sq. Ft 
         
            and;  

  
 WHEREAS, a portion of said restoration work is covered by insurance proceeds, to wit: 
$11,529.96. 
  
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as per the specifications and the recommendations of 
the Village Engineer that said window and all related work be awarded to Pawley Interiors at a 
cost of $13,500.00.  
 
Motion   Trustee Caridi 
 
Second:  Trustee Golden 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-063                 Village of Montebello 
 
Title:   Tree Removal and Pruning on Village Hall Grounds 
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 WHEREAS, after touring the Village Hall grounds, the Village Clerk-Treasurer reports 
that the following work needs to be done: (trees to be removed being dead, dying or threatening 
persons, or property, and removals/pruning also to promote healthy growth of remainders) 
 

1. Removal of two stumps, one in front of Village Hall and the other by the flag poles. 
 
2. Removal and stump grinding of a purple plum tree. 
 
3. Removal of a double and a single Ash tree near the 911 Memorial. 
 
4. Removal of a large dead Ash and small Ash along property parallel to Par Road. 

 
5. Removal of tree covered in vines near the Community Garden. 

 
6. Pruning of deadwood on large Maple and Large Historic Oak on the lawn area, left 

side of driveway.  
  

WHEREAS, three proposals were sought with respect to the tree work as follows: 
 
 1. Perfect Cut Tree Service, Inc.    $1,900.00  

      
2. O’Sullivan Tree Care     $3,200.00 
 
3. Suffern Tree Service, Inc.    $2,200.00  

   ;and 
     
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, after deliberation by the Board, that the aforesaid 
tree work is to be performed by Perfect Cut Tree Service, Inc., at a total cost of $1900.00.  
  
Motion: Trustee Golden  
 
Second: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-064   Village of Montebello 
 
Title:  Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated May 20, 2015, and 
totaling $146,401.42 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid. 
 
Motion: Trustee Golden       
 
Second: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
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Resolution: 15-065         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Amend Resolution No. 15-056 – Lease of Office Space Portion of Community Center 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, after further negotiations as more particularly set forth in the Final 
Lease Agreement, Rider, and Exhibits/Attachments thereto, that to the extent inconsistent with 
the aforereferenced Resolution, the final documents shall control, in particular noting the more 
salient differences as follows: 
 
 1. Two, three- year Lease Extension options. 
 
 2. Irrespective lease date and completion of modifications, Rent Abatement Period  
  ends July 31, 2015. 
 
 3. Clarifying that, irrespective tax exempt status of both parties, any special district  
  charges imposed upon the portion of the premises occupied by the tenant,   
  irrespective purpose or form, shall be the obligation of the Tenant. 
 
Motion: Trustee Golden  
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
The Village Attorney advised that tax exempt status has been confirmed by the Assessor for the 
office portion of the Community Center site.   
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-066         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Amending 2015 Holiday Schedule 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village’s Personnel Policy allows for certain paid holidays throughout 
the year, one of which is Christmas Day and the day after; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this year Christmas Day falls on a Friday, which would make the day after 
Monday, December 28, 2015; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it would be more prudent to take Christmas Eve, the day before, rather than 
the Monday, December 28, 2015, as early taxpayers come in before the end of December . 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the 2015 Holiday Schedule be amended to 
reflect Christmas Eve and Christmas Day as the paid holidays for those employees entitled to 
same. 
 
Motion: Trustee Golden  
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Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-067                   Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Mulching Village Hall Flower and Tree Beds 
 

WHEREAS, all existing beds at the Village Hall need to be mulched to retard weeds and 
retain moisture; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Village’s contracted landscaper, Belleville Landscaping, Inc., submitted 
a proposal dated May 18, 2015 in the amount of $2,100.00, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, 
a true copy of which shall be attached to the Minutes hereof, which entails applying 
approximately 30-35 yards of double ground root mulch to all of the planting beds throughout 
the Village Hall grounds, excluding the community garden area; and 
 

WHEREAS, having had such work performed before, the price appears competitive, and 
the remaining time window to have such done at the start of the growing season is small. 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said proposal be accepted, and the sum of 
$2,100.00 authorized to be expended therefor.  
 
Motion: Trustee Caridi  
 
Second: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
At 9:03 p.m. Mayor Oppenheim made a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss pending 
litigation and contractual matters, seconded by Trustee Sorrillo.  Upon vote, the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
At 9:21 p.m. Trustee Caridi made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded by Trustee 
Sorrillo.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Trustee Sorrillo made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Golden.  Upon vote, the motion 
carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 9:22 p.m. 
 


