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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF 
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 2015 AT THE VILLAGE 
HALL, ONE MONTEBELLO ROAD, MONTEBELLO, NEW YORK.  THE MEETING WAS 
CALLED TO ORDER AT 8:03 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
 
 
  Present: Jeffrey Oppenheim  Mayor 

             Lance N. Millman  Deputy Mayor 
 Stacy Caridi   Trustee 
    Steven A. Sorrillo  Trustee 
 Melanie Golden  Trustee 
 
                      Others Present: Warren Berbit   Village Attorney 
 
   

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk-Treasurer 
 
 
Mayor’s Report: 
 
 
Mayor Oppenheim welcomed everyone and noted that there are a lot of items to discuss.  There 
were a number of students in attendance for their Politics in Government program from Suffern 
High School. 
 
The Mayor advised that the Rockland County Solid Waste Authority has notified the Village and 
the carters that recycling that is placed in plastic bags will no longer be accepted.  The Village 
staff has been telling residents and the Mayor has posted this on the Village’s Facebook page.  
 
The Board will approve a contract this evening with Princeton Hydro for the application of 
acquatic pesticides for the seven ponds located in the Kathryn Gorman Ponds Park.  These 
applications will be administered from May through August to control the algae growth.    
 
The Montebello Road Bridge concrete was poured last week. The County has stated that 
hopefully late July, early August the bridge will open.  This is great news! The Mayor would like 
to have a ribbon cutting ceremony. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim advised that the Village Engineer has identified two roads that need to be re-
paved through the annual road resurfacing program, Canterbury Lane and East Mayer Drive. 
Projected cost for these two roads is $170,000 - $180,000.  Portions of Mile Road will also be 
resurfaced through grant monies allocated from the State by Senator Carlucci.  
 
Bids were opened for the pond dredging work in the Gorman Ponds Park. The lowest responsible 
bid that was received was substantially less than what was projected, and more in line with 
projections from a couple years ago. This is good news! 



2 
 

CBS was filming a new television show at a house on Wilbur Road yesterday. There was a lot of 
commotion in the area. The Village was happy to accommodate this event.  
 
The Mayor informed the Board that there was an illegal trespassing incident in the Warren Berbit 
Preserve on Spook Rock Road. An abutting property owner to the rear had someone remove 
trees on their property, cut them up and drag them through our park property creating large ruts. 
The wood is stacked in a large pile on our property.  This matter will be discussed further in  
Executive Session.   
 
Mayor Oppenheim noted that the Village Engineer has designed a new roof that is pitched to 
replace the flat roof over the foyer area of the Community Center.  The foyer area experienced 
major leaking from ice damming on the roof.  The interior repairs cannot be completed until the 
roof repairs are done.  The Village Clerk/Treasurer is seeking proposals for this work. 
  
The Mayor advised that there have been some inquiries regarding the office space that is 
available for rent at the Community Center.  Some of the inquiries were about putting in a 
kitchen, taking some walls down, and whether people live on the property. The Mayor feels that 
as long as it works within the zoning regulations, why not.  
 
The Mayor noted that the newsletter went out and it is also posted on the Village website. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim reported that the incumbents were re-elected at the Village Election held last 
week. He congratulated Trustees Caridi and Sorrillo. They in turn congratulated Mayor 
Oppenheim. He is looking forward to making more of a difference in the Village and encouraged 
all of the students in attendance to participate in politics wherever they may live. It’s a privilege 
and honor to serve in any level of government.  Get involved and make a difference. 
 
Clean Up Day will be held on April 11th at Village Hall from 9a.m. – 2 p.m.  It’s a fun time and 
good for the community.   
 
The Village Clerk/Treasurer administered the oath of office to Mayor Oppenheim, Trustee Caridi 
and Trustee Sorrillo.  Everyone congratulated them on their re-election. 
 
Parks Commission Business:  
 
Anthony Piazza, Chairman of the Parks Commission was in attendance.  Chairman Piazza was 
pleased with the bid for the Phase II pond work and feels that the bid is close to the originally 
projected budget.  He thanked the Board for their support of the Parks Commission.  
 
The Commission is all set for Clean Up Day on April 11th.  They will also be hosting a Fun 
Flicks movie night which will be held on July 17th.  Both events will be advertised at the same 
time on a postcard that will be mailed out shortly.  
 
Chairman Piazza hopes to hear from George Bekker of the Babbling Brook Players Club. Last 
year the Club put on the Shakespeare play on the Village Hall grounds and everyone enjoyed the 
event. The Village Clerk noted that Mr. Bekker contacted her and is interested in returning.  
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Mayor Oppenheim stated that the Park is the cornerstone of the Village and is looking better and 
better. So much work has been done through the efforts of the Commission.  There are a lot of 
people who use the park and also a lot of them who do not know it exists. When they finally visit 
they are amazed at how beautiful it is. The Parks Commission is doing a great job! 
 
Chairman Piazza advised that when the dredging project starts on Ponds 1 and 3, in order for the 
construction trucks to reach the site they will have to create a new entryway.  After construction 
is completed, the Village may want to utilize, and enhance that new entry with some plantings.    
 
Public Comment:  
 
Emily Conklin – Penny Lane – requested that the potholes on Spook Rock Road be filled.  
 
The next agenda item was a Public Hearing on a proposed Local Law to consider amending 
Chapter 195-59, Subsection R of the Code of the Village of Montebello to prevent default 
Architectural Review Board approvals. 
 
The Mayor explained to the public that the Village Board can enact local laws and the process 
involved in doing so. 
 
The Village Attorney ascertained from the Village Clerk/Treasurer that the legal notice was 
published on March 15, 2015 in the Journal News and posted in six places throughout the 
Village on March 13, 2015.  Copies of the proposed local law were made available to the Board 
members and the public at the last Board meeting on February 18, 2015. 
 
Village Attorney Warren Berbit acknowledged that it appears due legal notice was given.  
 
The Village Clerk/Treasurer read the legal notice into the record: 
 
“PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that a Public Hearing will be held by the Board of Trustees of the 
Village of Montebello on Wednesday, March 25, 2015, at 8:00 p.m. local time, or as soon 
thereafter as the matter can be heard at the Montebello Village Hall, One Montebello Road, 
Montebello, New York 10901, to consider amending Chapter 195-59, Subsection R of the Code 
of the Village of Montebello entitled “Failure to Act”, as per the legislative intent expressed in 
the local law which is to prevent default Architectural Review Board approvals.  
 
All members of the public and all interested parties are invited to attend and participate.  The 
proposed Local Law will be available for inspection and review at the Village Office during 
normal business hours, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.” 
 
At 8:23 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to open the Public Hearing, seconded by 
Trustee Golden.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
The Village Attorney explained the intent and purpose of the law. The Planning Board has two 
functions, one to act as a Planning Board with regard to site plans and subdivisions, and the 
second is to act as the Architectural Review Board (ARB). The Planning Board has asked that  
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Subsection R be repealed because when they act as the ARB they must do so within 62 days; if 
they do not the developer automatically gets a default approval. 
 
Trustee Sorrillo asked why the 62 day time frame was put in place when the law was written.  
 
Mr. Berbit responded that this was common to have this many days in the Code, and also that 
there was no ARB at the time. The Planning Board felt the risk factor should be taken out of the 
code. 
 
Anthony Piazza asked what happens if they don’t approve it within the 62 days. Mr. Berbit 
responded “nothing”, that the Planning Board’s intent is to be efficient and there is no reason to 
let the application lag. 
 
The Mayor explained to the public the functions of the Architectural Review Board. 
 
At 8:27 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to close the Public Hearing, seconded by 
Trustee Golden.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Resolution: 15-020        Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Approval of Local Law to Amend Chapter 195-59, Subsection R  
 
 WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on March 25, 2015 to consider amending Chapter 
195 to repeal the provision allowing for default approval of architectural designs; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Clerk read the Legal Notice into the record as follows: 
  
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that a Public Hearing will be held by the Board of Trustees of the 
Village of Montebello on Wednesday, March 25, 2015, at 8:00 p.m. local time, or as soon 
thereafter as the matter can be heard at the Montebello Village Hall, One Montebello Road, 
Montebello, New York 10901, to consider amending Chapter 195-59, Subsection R of the Code 
of the Village of Montebello entitled “Failure to Act”, as per the legislative intent expressed in 
the local law which is to prevent default Architectural Review Board approvals.  
 
All members of the public and all interested parties are invited to attend and participate.  The 
proposed Local Law will be available for inspection and review at the Village Office during 
normal business hours, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Attorney ascertained with the Village Clerk/Treasurer that due 
legal notice was given by virtue of the publishing of the Legal Notice on March 15, 2015 and 
posting of the Legal Notice on March 13, 2015 and supplying said Local Law to the Trustees and 
making same available to the public on said date; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Village Attorney explained that amending this local law comes about at 
the request of the Planning Board which asserts that the offending provision has not proven 
necessary, and thus represents a needless risk that an applicant obtain ARB approval by default; 
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and 
 
 WHEREAS, the following documents were received and included in the record: 
  
  1. Legal Notice and Affidavits. 
  2. Proposed Local Law.   

         ; and  
  

 WHEREAS, the Public Hearing portion was opened at 8:23 p.m. and closed at 8:27 p.m., 
only Anthony Piazza from the public having spoken and the Village Board duly deliberated in 
public. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Local Law, to be known as: Local Law No. 
2 of 2015 to amend Chapter 195-59 of the Village Code, by repealing Subsection R, be and 
hereby is approved effective upon filing with Secretary of State. 
 
Motion:  Trustee Sorrillo   
 
Second:  Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-021   Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Approval of Minutes  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of 
February 18, 2015 be and are hereby approved. 
  
Motion: Trustee Caridi    
 
Second: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-022       Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Approval of Contract for Application of Aquatic Pesticides (Gorman Ponds Park) 
 
 WHEREAS, under Phase I of the Kathryn Gorman Ponds Park improvements, the Board 
resolved in the Summer of 2014, to commence pond management in the form of the application 
of aquatic pesticides to control algae and nuisance aquatic weeds, the presence of which impeded 
water flows, diminished pond functioning and created unpleasant odors, amongst other 
negatives, said services awarded then to Princeton Hydro, LLC following the Village’s 
procurement policy, the present intent being to continue with the same terms and conditions 
viewed as beneficial to the Village; and   
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 WHEREAS, time is of the essence to contract for said services which, to be effective, the 
applications must be provided in the May through August period, according to terms set forth in 
the letter agreement dated January 19, 2015 and associated Standard Terms and Conditions, at a 
cost of $5,430.00 for the year to be paid in three installments, all as more particularly set forth in 
the aforementioned documents, referenced as of set forth hereinafter, true copies to be appended 
to the minutes hereof. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, time being of the essence that said contract be 
entered into with Princeton Hydro, LLC, at a cost of $5,430.00. 
 
Motion: Trustee Golden 
 
Second: Deputy Mayor Millman 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman asked if the applications will affect the dredging?  Mr. Piazza responded 
it’s the other way around the dredging will affect the treatment.  Mr. Millman does not want to 
spend money on treatments that the dredging will “wipe” out. Mr. Piazza stated “no”.  This is a 
very good price for these treatments; the funding will be taken out of the Parks and Recreation 
Capital Account for the first year, since that is part of initially developing the ponds.  
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution:  15-023        Village of Montebello 
 
Title:  Bid Award of Kathryn Gorman Pond Park Phase II Improvements 
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No.14-107, the Village Board authorized soliciting bids on 
the Gorman Ponds Park Improvements Phase II Project pursuant to Bid Specifications prepared 
by Martin Spence, the Village Engineer; and 
 

WHEREAS, said project includes partial dredging of Ponds 1 and 3 with a 2-foot  dredging 
depth in order to create a more useful sediment basin for the pond system during smaller storm 
events, with partial wetland bench being added to Pond 6 to increase nutrient uptake in the shallower 
depths. Dredge materials to be relocated to the “Meadow Area” and graded, and other related work; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the bids were opened at the Village Hall on Wednesday, March 18, 2015, at 
3 p.m., in the presence of the Village Attorney, Village Engineer and Deputy Village Clerk; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the following bids were received: 
 

Bidder       Amount of Bid   
 

Montana Construction, Inc.    $471,111.00    
80 Contant Avenue 
Lodi, NJ 07644   
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Cal Mart Enterprises, Inc.    $384,843.00    
4 Burts Road 
Congers, NY 10920 

 
Let It Grow      $256,613.30 
52 Ackerson Street 
River Edge, NJ 07661 

           ;and 
 
      WHEREAS, the Village Engineer has recommended the award to Let It Grow as the 
lowest responsible bidder in the amount of $256,613.30 for the reasons set forth in his report 
dated March 24, 2015, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be 
appended to the Minutes hereof. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the aforereferenced bid be awarded to Let It 
Grow, as per the recommendation of the Village Engineer, Bid in the amount of $256,613.30, 
subject to entering into contract and receipt of all necessary certificates and bonds or other forms 
of security, and any other documentation necessary in the collective judgment of the Village 
Engineer, Village Attorney and Village Clerk /Treasurer; and 
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as related, that as per the Village Engineer’s email 
dated March 25, 2015, that his fee to oversee the work estimated at $15,000.00 to $18,000.00, is 
likewise approved. 
 
Motion:   Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Second:   Trustee Caridi 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman voiced his concern for the turtles in the ponds. Mr. Piazza stated the 
ponds with the turtles will not be affected.  The big ponds are not being touched other than their 
shelf. 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution:  15-024        Village of Montebello 
 
Title:   Accept Proposal for Generator Installation for Village Hall 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village received a grant for $7,500.00 to purchase an emergency 
generator, thank you to Assemblywoman Ellen Jaffee, as acknowledged and accepted by Board 
Resolution No.15-016, in furtherance of public health and safety at times of power outages; and 
 
 WHEREAS, following the Village’s Procurement Policy the following proposals were 
received to supply and install said generator, referenced as if set forth in their entirety: 
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1. J.V.C. Electrical Co, Inc.  
   Model: Generac    

• 16kW      $7,500.00 
• 22kW      $8,600.00 
• Concrete pad     no charge 

 
2. All Bright Electric 

   Model: Generac 
• 16kW      $9,020.00 
• 20kW      $9,400.00 
• Concrete pad      $   950.00  
• Loose stone pad    $   450.00 

                                           ;and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposal from J.V.C. Electrical, Inc., a true copy of which shall be 
attached to the minutes hereof, offering to perform the installation work of a Generac 16kW 
generator for a total cost of $7,500.00, is the lowest proposal offered and will enable the Village 
to have an emergency generator utilizing the grant money with no additional cost to the village. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Proposal, appearing to be reasonable in 
amount and necessary for reasons of safety and property protection, be and hereby is accepted, 
and the sum of $7,500.00 authorized to be expended for such installation work. 
 
Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman 
 
Second: Trustee Golden 
 
The generator will be placed in a location near the rain garden.  Mr. Berbit suggested that the 
Board consider getting the more powerful generator.   
 
Discussion on the amount of power needed to keep Village Hall running minimally in the event 
of a power outage. Annual maintenance will have to be considered on the unit in the future as 
well. 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman asked that a grant request be made to Assemblywoman Jaffee for a 
generator for the Community Center. The Mayor recommended asking the new Assemblyman 
too. 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-025         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Support Resolution Regarding Removal of PCBs from the Hudson River  
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 WHEREAS, the Hudson River is an American Heritage River, and the Valley a National 
Heritage Area, and the health and beauty of the Hudson River is critical to the economic vitality 
of the communities surrounding it, as well as the state and the country at large; and  
 
 WHEREAS, nearly 200 miles of the Hudson River — from Hudson Falls to New York 
City — are a federal Superfund site because the General Electric Corporation (GE) discharged 
large quantities of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) from two of its manufacturing plants for 
thirty years, between 1947 and 1977; and  
 
 WHEREAS, PCBs are manmade, bioaccumulative, persistent organic pollutants that have 
been linked to a wide variety of adverse health effects, including, among others: cancer, liver, 
and kidney disorders; reduced birth weight, conception rates, and live birth rates; persistent and 
significant deficits in neurological development, including visual recognition, short-term 
memory and learning; and developmental problems due to interference with thyroid hormone 
levels; and  
 
 WHEREAS, PCBs discharged by GE are present throughout the Hudson River 
ecosystem: in soils and sediments within the river and the surrounding floodplains; in the living 
tissues of wildlife, from low-level organisms to larger animals such as birds and fish; and, 
periodically, suspended in the river itself or in the air; and  
 
 WHEREAS, human beings may be exposed to PCBs by a variety of means, including 
eating PCB-contaminated fish or other contaminated foods, breathing in airborne PCBs, drinking 
PCB-contaminated water, or skin contact with PCB-laden soils; and  
 
 WHEREAS, in addition to posing ongoing health concerns, the continued presence of 
PCBs in the Hudson River has terminated or significantly damaged a number of formerly robust 
economic industries, including: the multi-million-dollar-a-year commercial fishing industry, 
closed below Hudson Falls since 1976; deep draft commercial shipping through the Champlain 
Canal, effectively closed for the past thirty years by the accumulation of PCB-contaminated 
sediments in the canal; and tourism, long-impaired by public perception that PCB contamination 
prevents the Hudson from being a safe or desirable place to visit or recreate; and  
  
 WHEREAS, the continued presence of PCBs in the Hudson River has also diminished 
the use and enjoyment of those who currently use the river, as exemplified by the longstanding 
NY State Department of Health (DOH) fish advisories against the consumption of recreationally 
caught fish and the numerous government-posted signs along the river warning of the presence 
of PCB-contaminated soils and sediments; and  
  
 WHEREAS, EPA determined in 2000 as part of its Reassessment Remedial 
Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) for the Hudson River Superfund Site that PCBs in the 
upper Hudson were a “dominant source” of “the PCB load to the water column of the Upper 
Hudson River,” and that microbial breakdown (natural attenuation) will not rid the River of 
PCBs; and  
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 WHEREAS, the EPA’s 2002 Record of Decision for the Hudson River Site selected 
environmental dredging and off-site disposal of PCB-contaminated sediment from the Upper 
Hudson River as the best river sediment remedy to reestablish the ecological and economic 
health of the Hudson River; and  
 
 WHEREAS, since July of 2002, GE has agreed to a series of administrative orders of 
consent and has entered into a consent decree with EPA, all in which it has agreed to perform 
activities needed for implementation of the selected remedial action for river sediments; and  
 
 WHEREAS, this remedy segmented the Upper Hudson River into three sections by 
latitude, with a more stringent cleanup standard applied to River Section 1 than to River Sections 
2 or 3; and  
 
 WHEREAS, GE commenced the first phase of remedial dredging in 2009, and the second 
and final phase in 2011; and  
 
 WHEREAS, in 2011, the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service—the two federal agencies, along with the State of New York, 
entrusted with assessing the cost of GE’s “natural resource damage” liability for public losses 
incurred as a result of GE’s pollution of the Hudson River (the “Trustees”)—published reports 
identifying a number of problems with the 2002 river sediment remedy as implemented; and  
  
 WHEREAS, these problems included, among others: that failure to apply the more 
stringent criteria in River Sections 2 and 3, in practice, would leave behind the “equivalent to a 
series of Superfund-caliber sites” in those sections with average surface concentrations at “five 
times higher after remediation than predicted by the 2002 remedy;” that “the majority of the 
elevated post-construction sediment concentrations are adjacent to planned dredge areas” 
resulting in “the high likelihood of remediated areas becoming recontaminated;” that the rate of 
decline of PCBs in fish “was significantly overestimated” by earlier EPA models; and that 
unremediated sediments “will eliminate significant opportunities for restoration of natural 
resources in precisely those locations where it would be most valuable;” and  
 
 WHEREAS, despite these significant concerns, no modification to the scope or 
implementation of the 2002 river sediment remedy has been made either by EPA or GE; and  
 
 WHEREAS, significant amounts of PCBs also remain in the Hudson River floodplains, 
and portions of the Old Champlain Canal in Schuylerville; and  
 
 WHEREAS, GE anticipates it will complete its limited dredging operations in 2015, and 
presumably will begin dismantling its multi-million dollar infrastructure constructed for the 
dredging and dewatering of contaminated sediments shortly thereafter; and  
 
 WHEREAS, in September of 2014, GE agreed to an administrative order on consent 
regarding study of the Upper Hudson River floodplains to assist in the creation of an RI/FS for 
remediating those floodplains; and  
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 WHEREAS, remaining PCB contamination within the river and the floodplains inhibits 
private and public growth, development, and recreational and business opportunities along the 
shores of the Hudson River and presents the risk of recontaminating the previously-cleaned areas 
planned for business or recreational use; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the current scope of planned dredging will not restore the Hudson River to 
its former ecological health, and the continued presence of highly contaminated sediments in the 
Upper Hudson River will prevent the revival of long-dormant economic opportunities for both 
the Upper and Lower Hudson communities; and  
 
 WHEREAS, these significant economic opportunities can only be unlocked by a robust 
cleanup of the Hudson that addresses contaminated sediments overlooked by the 2002 Record of 
Decision as well as other contaminated areas within and around the Hudson River;  
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of 
Montebello hereby urges a more thorough removal of PCBs from the Hudson River and calls 
upon GE to create a mutually-beneficial agreement with the New York State Canal Corporation 
and the Natural Resource Damage Trustees to: (1) dredge all areas of PCB-contaminated 
sediments in River Sections 2 and 3 that would require cleanup under the applicable-standards in 
River Section 1, including, at minimum, the 136 acres identified by the federal Trustees; (2) 
conduct any additional necessary removal of soils and sediments in PCB-contaminated “hot 
spots” in and around the Upper Hudson River, including cleanup of the Champlain Canal to 
ensure full use of the channel by deep draft shipping vessels before the dredging and dewatering 
facilities are dismantled; and (3) complete a thorough analysis and robust cleanup of the Hudson 
River, including the floodplains and the Old Champlain Canal and the Lower Hudson River, in 
order to restore the River to its full health and value as a natural and economic resource.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution will be sent to:  
 

• Jeffrey Immelt, Chairman and CEO, General Electric Corporation  
• New York State Governor Andrew Cuomo  
• NYS Office of the Attorney General  
• NYS Department of Environmental Conservation  
• NYS Canal Corporation  
• National Oceanic and Atmospheric Agency (NOAA) 
• US Department of Interior Fish and Wildlife Service 
• US Environmental Protection Agency – Region 2 and Hudson River Field Office 
• Hudson River Congressional Delegation 
• David S. Carlucci, New York State Senator 
• Nita M. Lowey, Congresswomen 
• Ellen C. Jaffee, Assemblywoman 
• Edwin Day, Rockland County Executive 
• Alden Wolfe, R.C. Legislature, Chairman 

 
Motion:  Trustee Caridi 
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Second:  Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-026   Village of Montebello 
 
Title:  Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated March 25, 2015, and 
totaling $108,579.05 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid. 
 
Motion: Trustee Caridi       
 
Second: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Public Comment: None 
 
The next agenda item was a review of the letter from Village Engineer, Martin Spence, regarding 
road resurfacing recommendations for 2015.  Mayor Oppenheim noted that the Village Engineer 
feels very strongly that East Mayer Drive should be repaved along with Canterbury Lane and the 
old section of Oxford Drive. These roads are in extremely poor condition.  Westgate Road  was 
held over from last year’s schedule but will now be held until 2016.   
 
In addition, Orange & Rockland will be resurfacing from edge of pavement to centerline on Mile 
Road, from Montebello Road to Heather Hill where they replaced a gas main.  Orange and 
Rockland will also be performing resurfacing on Montebello Road, west of Hemion Road near 
the River Road intersection to repair past trenches.  Additionally, the Village is receiving a grant 
in the amount of $50,000 to be used for resurfacing portions of Mile Road.  
 
Asphalt pricing in place is approximately $97.00 per ton.  The Village pays roughly $100,000 a 
mile for paving.  The Village has been increasing its’ annual road maintenance budget to 
maintain the Village roadways.  The Board will vote on the resurfacing resolution at the next 
Board meeting.  
 
At this time, Deputy Mayor Millman took control of the meeting to have a brief discussion on 
the status of the Ramapo Valley Sports Group Application. 
 
The Board received a draft memo from Robert Geneslaw dated March 23, 2015.  The Memo 
included meeting notes from a workshop held on 1/15/15, and also contained the next steps of 
the planning process for this project 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman wanted to know where the Board stands on this application and what 
they want to do. It is his understanding that the main thing they are waiting for is the 
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Environmental report, the traffic study and the balloon test.  He has been informed that the 
applicant is working on these items. 
 
Trustee Golden asked if that was the long form of the environmental assessment form (EAF) that 
the Applicant is working on.  
 
Mr. Berbit thought it was the Environment Impact Statement (EIS).  
 
Trustee Golden was confused, she asked if the Applicant was working on the long or short form.  
 
Mr. Berbit responded that he thought they had already put in the EAF.  
 
Debra Mastroeni stated they are working on the EIS.   
 
Mr. Berbit stated they put in an EAF long form Part 1 with their application.  
 
Trustee Sorrillo thought the Board had requested to see the height study. 
 
Trustee Golden feels there is a disconnect in terms of what the Board is asking for and whether it 
has been communicated to the Applicant.  After review of the meeting notes memo she noted 
that there are a few items from A-J that she is confused about. 
 
Mr. Berbit noted that he added items to the A-J list in a separate email as based upon his notes 
taken at the workshop on January 15th. 
.  
Trustee Golden does not think that some of the items in the memo are what the Board had 
requested at this point of the planning process, and was uncertain whether the information 
discussed at the workshop was accurately reflected in the memo.    
 
Mr. Berbit had checked against his notes, and felt it was. 
 
The Deputy Mayor asked  the Board how they would like to proceed, what would they like to do 
at this point? Trustee Golden suggested staying after the meeting to discuss the matter further or 
pick a date for a workshop meeting.  
 
Discussion continued amongst the Board members.  Trustee Golden advised that she interpreted 
the consultant’s memo as stating there were two things that needed to be done at this time in 
terms of revising the petition to reflect some of the things that had been talked about throughout 
the year.  She questioned whether that was necessary to do now along with the EIS.  
 
The Board looked at the items in Mr. Geneslaw’s draft memo, page 3 of 4, next steps, bullet C, 
item 1.  Trustee Golden stated the items appeared different than what the Board had discussed.. 
In terms of the EAF Part 1, she is uncertain whether the Village has it and if so, if it has to be 
revised to include additional things. She felt that it must be clear as to what exactly the Village 
Board needs to be able to make a decision to move forward.  The applicant may be able to wait 
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to do the balloon test after the EAF Part 2 is completed depending on it being an issue at that 
point. 
 
Village Attorney Berbit stated that besides the workshop, the Board identified several things 
during the site visits when they walked the property, making them more comfortable with 
approaching agreeing to amend the zone. He remembered that also being discussed at the 
workshop. Those things included, along with some things he added and he has pretty strong 
notes and asterisks everything that was a bulleted item. The Board was concerned about the 
height of the towers, and not just the bubble, but both, and wanted to see a balloon flown to the 
height of the dome and the lights.   
 
Trustee Golden stated Mr. Berbit is correct but what is written on page 2 of 4 is much more than 
what was talked about. She referred to bullet “i” and bullet “c”, there are a few items that were 
not discussed or even mentioned. Trustee Caridi concurred; the commercial building was never 
discussed.  As a Board it was never discussed, so perhaps there was a disconnect. 
 
The Deputy Mayor noted that the consultant wrote this memo as a draft for the Board members 
to amend and make comments.  
 
Trustee Caridi feels that the way the memo is written makes it seem like it’s what the Board 
discussed, but she believes some of this was not the commercial area. 
 
Trustee Golden noted that other things were not addressed in the memo, as well as additional 
things addressed, mentioned, not previously mentioned, so the question is, how to deal with this 
now.  
 
The Deputy Mayor asked for suggestions.  
 
Trustee Caridi feels this project is dragging.  Trustee Golden agreed.  Ms. Caridi stated that if the 
applicant has submitted all the necessary legal paperwork, a public hearing should be held.  If 
everyone is so against this, why are we wasting their time. 
   
Mr. Berbit noted that the purpose of a public hearing is not to have the public form an opinion 
for the Board in the first instance, but to consider public opinion once the Board has taken a 
direction. Trustee Caridi stated the Board already has their opinions. Trustee Golden said at this 
point it has gone on and on and she does care about what the public thinks. Mr. Berbit said that 
maybe the Board does not know whether in fact, behind the scenes it has been evolving.  There 
seems to be a dialogue; perhaps the Village Planner has been working with the Applicant’s 
planner discussing specifics. They appear to be addressing specifics in working on an EIS; they 
may be working on setting up other things. The only thing he knows for sure is that John Martin 
said he was going to send an email in about the balloon test, about delaying that. Other than that 
they are progressing behind the scenes.  
 
The Village Attorney suggested that the Board come up with a collective reaction to the Village 
Planner’s memo regarding his recollection as to what went on at the workshop. If they think he 
has gone beyond what they wanted and/or missed things.  Mr. Berbit checked Mr. Geneslaw’s 
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notes against his notes not finding anything extraneous but in fact found a few things he wanted 
to add. He asked the Board to take his memo, along with Mr. Geneslaw’s memo and to consider 
them collectively, and give a collective reaction, maybe each member can react to these things, 
and we can piece it together.  
 
Trustee Golden asked Mr. Berbit to explain to her, for example, page 2, letter “i”, is this what the 
Applicant is working on to address all these issues now, or does that get done after the scoping 
document is done that is talked about on page 3.  Mr. Berbit responded that a lot of this stuff is 
not going to be duplicated or redundant, much is being taken care of now and will hopefully 
make the project be more advanced later. The impression was that the Board still was not sure 
whether they were in favor of the project or not, and by answering some of the questions and 
addressing some of the Board’s concerns, that would help alleviate the concerns the Board might 
have and perhaps make it more in favor of the project, to accelerate some other things.  In other 
words, fill in some of the gaps to move it in a more positive direction. 
 
Trustee Golden said another example is the existing trees on the property. She knew discussion 
was made on having an approved tree plan, but did not recall wanting the Applicant to list every 
single existing tree species, age and the potential for survival on the property. Mr. Berbit thought 
the intent was not every tree.  Trustee Golden stated it says existing trees, she remembered the 
discussion being only significant trees and species. Mr. Berbit remembered that, too. 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman recalled the Board asked that a specialist identify the types of trees. 
Trustee Caridi stated that was as they were walking through the property on the site visit.  
Trustee Golden stated the Board had wanted a tree plan to identify trees that they wanted to keep. 
Deputy Mayor Millman noted that the significant trees are located along Airmont Road.  
 
Deputy Mayor Millman had two comments, he does not think the Board is holding the project 
up, any delays are sometimes the result of the applicant not following up in a timely manner, not 
the Village.  
 
Trustee Golden stated the Board did ask for the traffic study and the balloon test.  
 
Deputy Mayor Millman advised that once those items are received the project should move more 
quickly towards a public hearing.  He noted that the Village Planner advised that a public hearing 
should not be held until that information is received as we will not be able to answer questions 
regarding those issues.  
 
Trustee Golden wanted to know if the notes of discussion are the comments from the discussion 
Robert Geneslaw had with the Applicant’s planner. Are they things he mentioned to him based 
on what he thought the Board said? She had heard there were some meetings, but did not know 
what was communicated to the applicant. Some of the stuff is not all of the stuff that was asked 
for at this point. She asked if Mr. Berbit knew what it was 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman stated that Debra Mastroeni, the Village Clerk, asked Bob Genelsaw to 
recap the Village workshop and to give the Board his next recommendations as to what he 
thought the next step should be. Ms. Mastroeni concurred that was correct. She stated she had 
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gotten a call from John Martin, and before she called him back she wanted to know what was 
going on with the application. They discussed it; she sent a follow up email to him about the 
discussion. John Martin did come in to see her Monday morning and he was in agreement with 
everything that Mr. Geneslaw had told her. Mr. Martin said they were working on the EIS and 
starting to work on the traffic study. He had questions regarding the balloon test being performed 
by a professional, at that point Ms. Mastroeni recommended that before going any further to put 
that particular question in writing so that she could get the correct response for him.  
 
Trustee Golden asked if Mr. Martin had seen A-J of the memo? Was he in agreement with this?  
Ms. Mastroeni responded that she did not share the memo with him; the memo is an “in- house” 
memo.  Trustee Golden asked if Mr. Martin was in agreement with what the consultants have 
discussed regarding the next steps, Ms. Mastroeni responded “absolutely”.  Ms. Mastroeni 
suggested that the Board members may want to discuss the memo directly with Mr. Geneslaw. 
Deputy Mayor Millman suggested asking Mr. Geneslaw to mark his Draft memo with what has 
already been discussed and not discussed with the applicant. Trustee Caridi again stated that 
some of these things are not issues to the Board, they were never said, playing fields should not 
be visible from vehicles; it was not ever brought up.   
 
Mr. Berbit stated that in the applicant’s presentation, and in walking the site in response to  
concerns visualizing, they emphasized that because of the rise of the land, that you will not see 
the fields from North Airmont Road. The applicant said that in making a positive point. 
 
The Board agreed to a brief 15 minute meeting after the Board meeting to further discuss the 
draft Memo and make notes to be given to the Village Planner. 
 
Old Business:  
 
Deputy Mayor Millman noted that he has not noticed any new tree plantings at the (Mansion) 
Rio Vista of Montebello property, as what was agreed to in their approval. There are a lot of 
dead trees.  
 
Ms. Mastroeni noted that the Village Engineer is aware and is staying on top of the contractor on 
outstanding issues.  The Mayor noted that the Village holds bond money for this reason.  There 
is a tree planting plan for this project. 
 
New Business: 
 
The Mayor received a letter from Patty Mariquit regarding damage she sustained to her 2005 
Toyota Camry. There were rocks in the roadway from a private property homeowner. He 
directed the Village Attorney to write a letter back stating that the Village is not legally 
responsible for the damage.  
 
The Village Clerk noted that majority Board approval is needed for submitting a request to the 
State Legislature for retroactive tax exemption for the 8 and 14 Lake Road properties that the 
Village acquired.  All of the Board members were in favor and will adopt a Resolution at the 
next meeting.   
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At 9:18 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss 
matters of pending litigation, seconded by Trustee Golden.  Upon vote, the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
At 9:50 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded by 
Trustee Golden.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
The Board informally discussed setting up a meeting with the Village Planner rather than belabor 
the subject of the Ramapo Valley Sports Park at this meeting. 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Golden.  Upon vote, the 
motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 
  
 


