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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF 
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2015 AT THE 
MONTEBELLO COMMUNITY CENTER, 350 HAVERSTRAW ROAD, MONTEBELLO 
N.Y. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 8:13 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
 
 
  Present: Jeffrey Oppenheim  Mayor 

             Lance N. Millman  Deputy Mayor 
 Stacy Caridi   Trustee 
    Steven A. Sorrillo  Trustee 
 Melanie Golden  Trustee 
 
                      Others Present: Warren Berbit   Village Attorney 
 
   

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer 
 
 
Mayor’s Report: 
 
The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
The newsletter is ready to go out with up to date information for our residents. 
 
The Mayor wanted everyone to be aware of the new E-Waste Law that went into effect January 
1, 2015.  It now includes a mandatory requirement that homeowners not dispose of electronic 
waste with their garbage pick-up. Electronics are not allowed to be placed curbside. They must 
be taken to the Hazardous Waste Facility in Pomona.  A reminder notice will be placed in the 
newsletter. This is a State wide law now. 
 
The Village is finalizing the dedication of Gristmill Court and Sousa Lane. This has been 
ongoing for years. The benefit for the community will be that the Village will now receive 
CHIPS funding for these roadways.  
 
Lastly, the Mayor would like to have a discussion later in the meeting with regard to finding a 
new realtor for the office space at the Community Center. 
 
There is an upcoming snowstorm in the forecast and the Mayor advised everyone that the Town 
Highway Department will plow as quickly as possible. The Mayor thanked Trustee Caridi for her 
work during the ice storm. 
 
The Mayor welcomed District Attorney Thomas Zugibe and Chief Peter Brower who were in 
attendance.   Mr. Zugibe stated he appreciated being at the meeting, it was more like a meet and 
greet.  Chief Brower wished everyone a happy, healthy and safe New Year. He had spoken to the 
Village Clerk recently about a few break-ins in Montebello, and mentioned a new wave of crime 
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going on. Thieves drive around neighborhoods with an electronic device looking for FOB’s, 
which are remote wireless entry systems, when the FOB is left in the  vehicles, and detected, the 
car can be stolen very easily, they are then shipped overseas for profit.  The Town Police have 
been working with a special task force from New Jersey.  The Chief spoke about the Youth 
Academy Program that is about to begin. Defensive tactics are taught and the program is very 
educational. 
 
Trustee Sorrillo asked Chief Brower about the timing of the traffic lights on N. Airmont Road. 
He responded that he has no control over the timing issue.  He can have the New York State 
Department of Transportation take a look at it, but he does not have the ability to set any 
controls.  The Board felt the lights should be synchronized so the traffic can flow better. 
 
The Chief has been working with Mr. Zugibe for 10 years now; one project is with the Seniors 
and the scams that go on.  Mr. Zugibe spoke about his career, and how far it has come, from 
Internet crimes to Identity theft. Crimes happen globally, not just locally anymore. Most of the 
crime that is out there is preventable.  He focuses on community prosecution, in urban villages, 
where there is high crime. He suggested reaching out to the community prosecutors; they can 
answer any questions about crime that is happening in your local villages.   
 
Mr. Zugibe is going to instruct the Assistant District Attorney Nick Nicholakis to attend the next 
Board meeting to introduce himself to everyone, and when issues arise, he will be the contact.   
 
The Mayor bought up the issue of illegal drugs, alcohol and prescription drugs being major 
problem in our schools.  Mr. Zugibe stated Rockland County has a very robust law enforcement 
task force who deals with these issues.  In 2014, there were 21 cases of heroin overdoses in 
Rockland, this is an unacceptable number, and his hope is to collaborate with other enforcement 
agencies to be more effective, and aggressively tackle this issue. Treatment is the right way to 
go, but there are not enough beds in facilities to handle these cases. It’s not an easy solution. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim and the Board members thanked the Chief and the District Attorney for 
attending the meeting. 
 
Parks Commission Business:  No one was present from the Parks Commission  
 
Public Comment: No one wished to speak 
 
The next agenda item was a Public Hearing on a proposed Local Law No. 1 of 2015 to amend 
Chapter 191 Entitled “Wetlands and Stream Protection”  
 
The Village Clerk/Treasurer read the legal notice into the record: 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that a Public Hearing will be held at the Montebello Community 
Center on January 21, 2015 at 8:00 p.m. local time or as soon thereafter as the matter can be 
heard, according to the unanimous recommendation of the Planning Board, to consider amending 
Chapter 191 of the Code of the Village of Montebello entitled " Wetlands and Stream 
Protection” to allow for a General Permit to disturb certain areas adjacent to wetlands, water 
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bodies and watercourses, thus relaxing unduly involved procedure requiring appearances before 
the Planning Board in minor, primarily  homeowner oriented cases of intrusion only into the first 
50’ of the 100’ regulated area which the Code creates outside of, but bordering wetlands, in line 
with the actions of the NYSDEC having established a new “General Permit”, No. GP-0-13-001, 
for the same or similar purposes. 
 
All members of the public and all interested parties are invited to attend and participate.  The 
proposed Local Law will be available for inspection and review at the Village Office during 
normal business hours, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
The Village Attorney confirmed with the Village Clerk/Treasurer that the legal notice was posted 
on January 9, 2015 and published on January 11, 2015, meeting the legal requirements.  Copies 
of the proposed local law were made available to the Board of Trustees and the public on 
January 9, 2015. 
 
Mr. Berbit responded that it appeared due legal notice was given. He gave a brief summary of 
the change in the code. 
 
He explained that this initially came from the Planning Board, who sought to liberalize the 
procedures for this kind of application.  By amending the law it eases the procedures in cases of 
limited intrusion into already disturbed areas, primarily by a homeowner, in the furthest 50’ of 
the 100’ protective area surrounding water features. It grants administrative power to the    
Village Engineer to issue a General Permit as opposed to going to the Planning Board and 
possibly needing a report from an expert and incurring additional fees. New York State has 
changed its wetlands law already, so this amendment parallels that. 
 
By changing this law it saves the homeowner grief and money if they want to make changes on 
their property and they are not intruding into or near the wetlands. 
 
The law also has another unique feature in that it allows a 1000 square foot intrusion per each 10 
year period; it kind of parallels the Village Tree Law. 
 
At 8:35 p.m. Trustee Caridi made a motion to open the Public Hearing, seconded by Trustee 
Sorrillo.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Trustee Sorrillo requested clarification of the terms “limited intrusion”, “already disturbed area”, 
and “first 50’ of the 100’ protective area surrounding water features. Mr. Berbit responded with 
the definitions. 
 
Attorney Berbit verified that the Village Engineer will have administrative discretion to issue a 
permit. He also has the authority to refer any applications to the Planning Board if need be. 
 
At 8:37 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to close the Public Hearing, seconded by 
Trustee Golden.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-001        Village of Montebello 
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Title: Adoption of Local Law No. 1 of 2015 – Amending Chapter 191 Entitled “Wetlands and 

Stream Protection”  
 
 WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on January 21, 2015 to consider amending 
Chapter 191 to allow for a General Permit to disturb certain areas adjacent to wetlands, water 
bodies and watercourses relaxing the unduly involved procedure requiring appearances before 
the Planning Board in minor, primarily homeowner oriented cases of intrusion only into the first 
50’ of the 100’ regulated area which the Code creates outside of , but bordering wetlands, in line 
with the actions of the NYSDEC having established a new “General Permit”, No. GP-0-13-001, 
for the same or similar purposes; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Clerk read the Legal Notice into the record as follows: 
 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that a Public Hearing will be held at the Montebello 
Community Center on January 21, 2015 at 8:00 p.m. local time or as soon thereafter as the 
matter can be heard, according to the unanimous recommendation of the Planning Board, to 
consider amending Chapter 191 of the Code of the Village of Montebello entitled " Wetlands and 
Stream Protection” to allow for a General Permit to disturb certain areas adjacent to wetlands, 
water bodies and watercourses, thus relaxing unduly involved procedure requiring appearances 
before the Planning Board in minor, primarily  homeowner oriented cases of intrusion only into 
the first 50’ of the 100’ regulated area which the Code creates outside of , but bordering 
wetlands, in line with the actions of the NYSDEC having established a new “General Permit”, 
No. GP-0-13-001, for the same or similar purposes. 
 

 All members of the public and all interested parties are invited to attend and 
participate.  The proposed Local Law will be available for inspection and review at the Village 
Office during normal business hours, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.” ;and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Attorney ascertained with the Village Clerk/Treasurer that due 
legal notice was given by virtue of the publishing of the Legal Notice on January 11, 2014 and 
posting of the Legal Notice on January 9, 2014 and supplying said Local Law to the Trustees and 
making same available to the public on said date; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Village Attorney explained that amending this local law would ease the 
procedures in cases of limited intrusion into already disturbed areas, primarily by a homeowner, 
in the furthest 50’ of the 100’ protective area surrounding water features, granting administrative 
power whereby the Village Engineer can issue a General Permit, vs. an application to the 
Planning Board plus the need for an expert opinion; and 
 

WHEREAS, Village Assistant Attorney, Ira Emanuel, per his email memo of December 
12, 2014, which was read into the record, explained in greater detail the impetus for adoption of  

 
this Law, which is to uncomplicate the process for minor primarily homeowner intrusions onto 
already disturbed  areas and only in the protected  50’ no closer than 50’ from the protected 
water feature as more particularly set forth in said memo and the proposed local law; and   
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 WHEREAS, the following documents were received and included in the record: 
  
  1. Legal Notice and Affidavits. 
  2. Proposed Local Law.   
  3. Email memo of Assistant Village Attorney dated December 12, 2014 

         
          ; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Public Hearing portion was opened at 8:35 p.m. and closed at 8:37 p.m., 
no one from the public wishing to speak and the Village Board duly deliberated in public. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Local Law, to be known as: Local Law No. 
1 of 2015 to amend the Village’s Wetlands and Stream Protection Law Chapter 191 of the 
Village Code, be and hereby is approved effective upon filing with Secretary of State. 
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo  
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Next on the agenda is the Public Hearing to discuss the Community Development Block Grant 
Program. 
 
The Village Board is obligated to hold a public hearing and go through the motions by Law, but 
it is strictly procedural.  Montebello is basically ineligible for these funds by virtue of our 
affluence. 
 
At 8:40 p.m. Trustee Sorrillo made a motion to open the Public Hearing, seconded by Trustee 
Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
No one wishing to comment, at 8:42 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to close the 
Public Hearing, seconded by Trustee Golden.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  
 
The next agenda item was a request from Mr. and Mrs. Rose of 6 Lety Lane to erect a fence 
within a 50’conservation easement in their back yard. The proposed fence would intrude into the 
easement. 
 
Ms. Rose addressed questions from the Board. If they put up a fence in the area that is allowed 
by right it would basically cut the yard in half and the other half would not be usable.  The 
conservation easement had been landscaped by the previous homeowner. Ms. Rose showed 
photos of the backyard. There is a rock wall in the backyard. There is a swing set shown in the 
photos that is located within the easement. The Roses purchased the home in November. Her 
main reason for needing a fence is to protect their dogs and children from a lot of deer and 
coyotes that make their way into the yard from Canterbury Lane.  
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Mayor Oppenheim asked the Board if they would like to move forward with the public hearing 
on this application.    
 
Deputy Mayor Millman explained the way the conservation easements and approvals work. 
Trustee Golden wants to see the actual property before making a decision. Trustee Sorrillo is not 
in favor of moving forward with the hearing, and Trustee Caridi is not in favor of the hearing 
either, and mentioned that before buying a home, deeds should be thoroughly reviewed.     
 
Dr. and Mrs. Goldberg, 15 Coe Farm Road, relatives to the applicants, do not understand why 
the Board would not approve this.  They are very upset and agitated. Ms. Goldberg stated that 
many residents have intruded into the easements in the Pines.  
 
Mayor Oppenheim explained that the intention of the Planning Board when they created the 
conservation easements on the properties in the Pines and Coe Farm Road was to have a natural 
flow between the buffer of trees and homes on abutting streets.  A few years ago the Building 
Inspector visited all the homes and residents who were in violation of intruding into the easement 
were made to correct it.  
 
The Goldbergs noted their belief that the Village Board granted the previous owner permission to 
remove 17 trees in the conservation easement because they were dead or endangering public 
safety. They allowed this land to become usable. The Board was unaware of this.   
 
The Village Attorney advised the Board that by approving the “moving forward of the public 
hearing”, they are in essence allowing the condition of the violation of the conservation easement 
to remain, and giving further permission. He also reminded Ms. Rose that their title report, deed 
and survey indicated a conservation easement. Ms. Rose did not see the easement until she 
looked at the survey. Mr. Berbit advised her lawyer should have told her about it at the closing.  
 
The consensus of the Board is that they are not in favor of the fence placement within the 
conservation easement.  
 
Resolution: 15-002         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Approval of Amended Revised PILOT Agreement for Raymours Furniture Company Inc. 
 
 WHEREAS, The Village Board acted on August 15, 2012 by Resolution No. 12-097 to 
approve the Raymours Furniture Company Inc., (Raymours) PILOT Agreement pertaining to the 
facility located at 30 Dunnigan Dr., being Section 55.06, Block 1, Lots 3.1 and 3.2, fixing the 
AV for each lot for a 10 year period, as more particularly described in that Resolution; and 
 
 WHEREAS, subsequent to the above action by Resolution No.13-012 the Board acted on 
January 13, 2014, due to changes insisted upon by the County pertaining to the County, and 
other non-substantial wording improvements, to approve a Revised Agreement which is the 
version entered into; and 
 



 7 

 WHEREAS, Raymours has requested that the Revised Agreement be amended to, 
remove the vacant lot, 3.2 from under the PILOT such that it could construct an  approximately 
8000 square foot facility to service its own trucks on that site, the intent being that such not be 
subject to the PILOT, and while accepting that change, the Assessor suggested that the assessed 
value attributed to the improved property with the building, lot 3.1, be increased from 
$4,010,000 to $4,210,000, and that lot 3.2 be reduced to $275,000 to better reflect true value, 
with the PILOT to be adjusted accordingly so as to not cause a loss of municipal revenue, all as 
more particularly set forth in the Amended Revised PILOT Agreement, referenced as if set forth 
hereinafter, a true copy to be attached to the Minutes hereof; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town, County, and Ramapo Central School District have accepted the 
Amended Revised PILOT Agreement, as has the Rockland County IDA, the amendment not 
appearing to be a detriment to the Village, and allowing a reasonable additional use to the 
property, which will ultimately create another ratable, final form of the improvement to be 
subject to approval by the Planning Board of the Village of Montebello.     
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Amended Revised Agreement be and hereby 
is accepted and approved, it being expressly understood that such is the final version as is being 
circulated for signage, thus amending Resolution Nos. 12-097 and 13-012, and the Mayor is 
authorized to execute same for the Village upon presentation by the IDA, including Exhibits A 
and B, being the property descriptions, as a part thereof.   
  
Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman  
 
Second: Trustee Golden 
 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman and Attorney Berbit attended meetings at the Town of Ramapo.  The 
Deputy Mayor stated this was the best plan to keep the values and if the developer builds on the 
vacant parcel the assessed value will increase.  Attorney Berbit concurred.   This is beneficial to 
the Village. 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-003                   Village of Montebello 
 
 
Title:   Schedule a Public Hearing for Proposed Local Law to Amend Chapter 195 of the Village 

Code, Subsection R of Section 195-59 Regarding the Architectural Review Board’s 
Failure to Act within a Specific Time Period 

 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that a Public Hearing be held at the Montebello Community Center 
on February 18, 2015 at 8:00 p.m. local time or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to 
consider amending Chapter 195-59, Subsection R of the Code of the Village of Montebello 
entitled “Failure to Act”, as per the legislative intent expressed in the local law.  
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village Clerk-Treasurer is hereby directed to 
notice, advertise and post same with the assistance of the Village Attorney. 
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Attorney Berbit explained that the Planning Board wears two hats, as they act as the 
Architectural Review Board as well. They have 62 days to render a decision, and if that time 
frame is not met, the project is approved automatically.  
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-004   Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Approval of Minutes for December 17, 2014 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of 
December 17, 2014 be and are hereby approved. 
 
Motion: Trustee Golden  
  
Second: Deputy Mayor Millman 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-005                   Village of Montebello 
 
Title:  Polling Place and Hours of Village Election 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the polling place for the Election of Village Officers, Mayor and 
Two Trustees, for four years shall be held on Wednesday, March 18, 2015 at the Village Hall, 
One Montebello Road, Montebello, NY. The polls shall be open from six o'clock in the morning 
until nine o'clock in the evening, local time; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village Clerk/Treasurer shall notice and post 
same as required by the Election Law. 
 
Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman 
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-006                   Village of Montebello 
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Title:  Appointment of Election Inspectors 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Montebello does hereby 
appoint the following persons to serve as Election Inspectors for the upcoming Village election 
to be held on March 18, 2015: 
 
   Name   Address 
 
  Doug Whipple   55 Church Road 
      Airmont, NY 10952 
   
  Doris Whalen   242 Spook Rock Road 
      Montebello, NY 10901 
 
  Carol Vissaris   92 Lackawanna Trail 
      Montebello, NY 10901   
 
  Joan Neyland   6 Highgate Court 

Montebello NY 10901 
  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that their compensation be set at a rate of $12.00 per 
hour.  
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo  
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-007                    Village of Montebello 
 
Title:  Appointment of Registrar and Deputy Registrar 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the Village Clerk/ Treasurer, Debra Mastroeni, be and hereby is 
appointed as Registrar of Vital Statistics, and Deputy Clerk, Shelly Flanagan-Ramos be 
appointed as the Deputy Registrar of Vital Statistics, each for a one year period effective January 
1, 2015 until January 1, 2016 as provided by law. 
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo  
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-008        Village of Montebello 
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Title:  Release Letter of Credit for Verizon Communications, Inc.  
 
 WHEREAS, Verizon FIOS has asked for release of a $75,000.00 Letter of Credit 
pertaining to FIOS improvements which work is complete, promising to replace same with a 
$50,000.00 Bond for future work it may do in the Village; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Engineer, Martin Spence, as set forth in his email dated 
December 30, 2014, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be appended 
to the Minutes hereof, and for the reasons set forth therein, approves releasing the Letter of 
Credit No. TFT5-523693 under Verizon Communication, Inc. in the amount of $75,000.00, work 
to which the LOC pertained having been successfully completed according to the Village 
Engineer; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the offer of a $50,000.00 Bond for any other work which may be done is an 
acceptable alternative form of security for such work. 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that authority is granted to release said Letter of 

Credit upon receipt of the aforesaid Bond in a form as acceptable to the Village Attorney and 
Village Engineer. 
  
Motion: Trustee Caridi 
  
Second: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman asked the Village Attorney which protects the village the most, a letter 
of credit or a bond?  He responded he prefers a letter of credit slightly better, but the village 
engineer recommended the bond. 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-009   Village of Montebello 
 
Title:  Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated January 21, 2015, and 
totaling $96,865.48 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid. 
 
Motion: Trustee Golden      
 
Second: Deputy Mayor Millman 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 15-010         Village of Montebello 
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Title: Historic Preservation Commission Application for Certified Local Government   Grant-
Historic Rock Walls 

 
 WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission (“HPC”)wishes to apply for a grant, 
pursuant to the State Historic Preservation Office’s (SHPO”) administration of annual federal 
historic fund grants under the National Historic Preservation Act; and 
 
 WHEREAS, such grants are competitively distributed to qualifying Certified Local 
Government (“CLG”) applicants, such as the Village, with the understanding that the CLG 
applicant must submit an application compliant with the guidelines, including a willingness to 
locally fund 40% of the cost; and 
 
 WHEREAS, after studying the matter and due deliberation, the HPC has concluded that 
an Inventory of the Historic Rock Walls within the Village of Montebello should be conducted, 
as recommended in the Reconnaissance Level Historic Resource Survey as a step towards 
preserving the history and the walls. 
 
 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that approval is hereby given to proceed with making 
application for a grant for the above purpose, including a willingness to locally fund 40% of the 
cost, or a maximum of about $5,000.00 based upon a cost estimate not exceeding $12,500.00, 
proposals to be sought according to the Village Procurement Policy if the grant is obtained. 
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman asked what the out of pocket cost would be, and because the rock walls 
are almost like Parklands, can the $5,000.00 come from the reserve in the Parks Commission 
Funds? Attorney Berbit explained that there has not been time to go out for proposals to get a 
fixed amount so the amount listed is the maximum, and he is not 100% sure if the funds can be 
taken from the Parks Funds. Those funds are for capital acquisition or repair improvements. 
 
Village Clerk, Debra Mastroeni stated there may be money left over from Mr. Amona from when 
he had to pay restitution for the demolition of the Fant Farm cottage.  
 
Deputy Mayor Millman asked if this amount was allowed for in the budget.  It was not budgeted.  
Attorney Berbit noted that the expiration date to apply for the grant is January 31, 2015, it is 
coming up fast.   
 
There is no downside to applying for a grant and then not using it.  
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
The Mayor opined that the Realtor that was used for the rental of the tenant portion of the 
Community Center has done nothing so far, and he felt it was time to make a change. The Board 
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received a proposal from Rand Commercial Services, which is a reputable agency here in 
Rockland.  
 
Attorney Berbit reviewed the proposal, but frankly there are a lot of clauses he does not like. The 
Mayor noted this will not be approved tonight, so he can take time to sort things out. Mr. Berbit 
advised he hand-drafted a resolution with several changes that he hoped the Board would insist 
upon.  
 
Mayor Oppenheim authorized Mr. Berbit to negotiate with the broker and seek the best 
representation for the Village.  
 
Mr. Berbit said he would negotiate changes. Deputy Mayor suggested taking the Gramercy Pain 
Management sign down that is still hanging up. 
 
New Business: 
 
Mr. Arnold Etelson, 2 Catherine Court has made a request for a streetlight on Route 202 and 
Kings Gate Road. Trustee Golden lives on Kings Gate Road, driving in that area a lot, and does 
not feel it warrants a lights. Trustee Sorrillo lives in surrounding area, agreed with her. There is 
no support for this request.  
 
The Mayor advised that a NYS Comptroller Auditor was at Village Hall auditing books, which 
they do periodically, and she found there were problems in the reconciliation of the Court 
Clerk’s bank records.  It was nothing more than just sloppy work. The information was presented 
to the judges as it is their responsibility to oversee the Court. The Clerk was made aware of the 
issues, and has apologized; she will be more diligent when filling out receipts.  Marvin Nyman, 
the village’s financial consultant met with the Court Clerk.  The Comptroller’s office will follow 
up on same.  
 
Deputy Mayor Millman will be attending the National Disaster Awareness Seminar at the Fire 
Training Center in Pomona tomorrow. 
 
Trustee Golden introduced a resolution regarding the Patrick Farm Project. Apparently there are 
more wetlands that were never identified by the developer on the property early on. Therefore, a 
petition/application was made by ROSA to the NYSDEC to take control of the wetlands and to 
amend the wetlands maps of Rockland County to afford more protection.  Ms. Golden, with the 
help of Attorney Berbit, drafted a resolution which was presented to the Village Board asking for 
support of the petition and in favor of the wetlands protection from the DEC.   
 
Resolution: 15-011         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Request for DEC Consideration of Map Amendment to Include Additional Wetlands on 

the Patrick Farm Property 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village of Montebello located within the Town of Ramapo, about two 
miles downstream from the proposed Patrick Farm development, has information that the 
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NYSDEC is considering whether to delineate wetlands on the Patrick Farm site, which is subject 
to a massive development proposal, as a DEC wetland greater than 12.4 acres, which would 
afford greater scrutiny and protection to the wetlands, including establishing a 100’ buffer; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Mayor of the Village of Montebello has testified before the Planning  
Board of the Town of Ramapo of his great concern that said development would exacerbate  
already significant downstream flooding from the Mahwah River and its tributaries in the 
Village; and 
  

WHEREAS, as exemplifying a reason for this concern, the Village has in recent years 
applied to the NYS Office of Emergency Management, under the FEMA Hazard Mitigation 
Grant Program, for, and was granted, the acquisition of 8 and 14 Lake Road due to substantial 
destruction of those properties as a consequence of Hurricane Irene, and the County has been 
forced to close down a widely used bridge on Montebello Road over the Mahwah River located 
within the Village due to destruction caused by Hurricane Sandy; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Village of Montebello is concerned about the negative environmental 
impact of the project to local wetlands that are critical for flood, storm and erosion control, as 
well as recharge of the underlying US EPA protected Ramapo Sole Source Aquifer; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Village is aware of the January 13, 2015 Petition filed by Ramapo 
Organized for Sustainability and a Safe Aquifer (ROSA Petition), to Amend the Department 
Freshwater Wetlands Map of Rockland County to confirm additional wetlands on the Patrick 
Farm property based on new maps confirmed by ACOEJD; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Village of Montebello has reason to believe, based on a December 4, 

2014 ACOEJD and the ROSA Petition, that wetlands on the Patrick Farm site meet the criteria 
for a segmented wetland of greater than 12.4 acres, and so designating them would afford proper 
protection; and  
  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Montebello 
requests that the NYSDEC construe this Resolution as an expression of local interest, and that it 
amend the Department’s Freshwater Wetland Map of Rockland County to confirm additional 
wetlands on the Patrick Farm property based on the ACOEJD, in accordance with the ROSA 
Petition, which it urges be granted. 
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo  
 
Second: Deputy Mayor Millman 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Trustee Sorrillo made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Millman.  Upon vote, the 
motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 
 


