
THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF 
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2015 AT THE 
MONTEBELLO SENIOR CENTER, ONE MONTEBELLO ROAD, MONTEBELLO, NEW 
YORK.  THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 8:01 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
 
  Present:  Jeffrey Oppenheim  Mayor 
                 Lance N. Millman  Deputy Mayor 

   Melanie Golden  Trustee 
     Stacy Caridi   Trustee 
                   Steven A. Sorrillo  Trustee 
   
  Others Present: Warren Berbit   Village Attorney 
     Marvin Nyman  Accountant 
     Diana Montgomery  Deputy Village Clerk 

 
Recording Secretary, Gloria Scalisi, Village Clerk-Treasurer 

 
Mayor’s Report: 
 
 The Mayor welcomed Gloria Scalisi into her new position and first official meeting as 
Village Clerk-Treasurer and Diana Montgomery as the new Deputy Clerk. 
 
 The Mayor announced that the Montebello Road Bridge is now open and this good news 
is posted on Facebook. No word of a ribbon cutting ceremony. 
 
 The Mayor discussed the 6 acres up for sale on Marian Drive. This property originally 
was auctioned by the county in a tax sale in November of 2014. The first sale apparently fell 
through as a new owner, Peter McInerny, mailed letters to homeowners on Marian Drive 
advising property is for sale for possible single family homes. Mayor contacted Mr. McInerny 
and made an offer consistent with prior board authorization which was rejected by Mr. McInerny 
who stated he purchased for $20,000 and would not accept less than $25,000. Board members 
agreed to discuss this further in Executive Session so as to not impact possible purchase price..  
 
New Parks Commission Business: 
 
 Trustee Caridi advised that one of the engineers for the Montebello Bridge was told by 
Amy Rappaport that she would be interested in any extra stones for use in Gorman Ponds Park. 
Trustee Caridi also advised of discussion of the placement of the plaque. Mayor Oppenheim was 
not aware of any extra stones and indicated that the placement would have to go through the 
County Highway Department as it’s a County Bridge. 
 
 In order to open the Public Hearing for 2016 Budget, Mayor Oppenheim asked Village 
Attorney, Warren Berbit to inquire of the Clerk-Treasurer, Gloria Scalisi, if requirements have 
been fulfilled to have a Public Hearing. Upon questioning, the Clerk-Treasurer confirmed Legal 



Notice was published and posted, which the Clerk-Treasurer read notice into the record as 
follows: 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTE that a Public Hearing will be held on Wednesday, November 4, 2015, 
beginning at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard at Montebello Village 
Hall, One Montebello Road, Montebello, NY 10901, for the purpose of considering and adopting 
a Budget for the period of January 1st through December 31, 2016. 
 
All interested parties are invited to attend. The Tentative Budget will be available for inspection 
and review at the Village Office during normal working hours, Monday through Friday, 9:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
The proposed salaries of the Village Board members are as follows: 
 
   Mayor - $21,000 
   Deputy Mayor - $5,000 
   Trustees (3) - $4,000 each 
 
         Debra Mastroeni 
         Village Clerk/Treasurer 
         Village of Montebello 
         One Montebello Road 
         Montebello, NY 10901 
         (845) 368-2211 
Dated:  October 22, 2015 
 
 Village Clerk-Treasurer confirmed the Public Hearing Notice was published in the 
Journal News on October 25, 2015, and on October 26, 2015, was posted in 6 (six) places 
throughout the Village as required by law. Village Clerk-Treasurer also confirmed at the time of 
publishing and posting that the Tentative Budget was made available to the public and trustees 
for review. Village Attorney concluded that due notice was given. 
 
 Trustee Sorrillo made a motion to open the Public Hearing, seconded by Trustee Caridi. 
Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  
 
 Mayor Oppenheim opened the Public Hearing at 8:07 p.m., discussing the importance of 
a budget in place. With no questions or comments from the public, at 8:10 p.m. Deputy Mayor 
Millman made a motion to close the public hearing, seconded by Trustee Caridi. Upon vote, the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Village Attorney read Resolution into record as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 



Resolution: 15-102        Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Adoption of 2016 Budget 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tentative Budget as amended be and hereby is adopted as 
the Budget of the Village of Montebello for the tax year 2016 in a total amount of $2,180,128, 
and that the sum to be raised by taxation of real property of $1,201,939 shall be and hereby is 
levied, and that the warrant of the Village shall be issued for the collection thereof, based upon a 
tax rate of 9.9872 per one thousand dollars ($1,000) of taxable assessed valuation, being and 
intended to be the sum to be raised by taxation divided by the total taxable assessment of 
$120,347,950; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in addition, the Village Clerk/Treasurer is hereby 
authorized to re-levy unpaid professional and property maintenance fees on those properties 
subject to same. 
 
Comments: 
 
 Village Accountant advised that changes to the budget were mainly based on retirement, 
moving up and moving around of employees in the Village which explains the salary structure. 
Mr. Nyman advised the tax increase would be 5.3% for the upcoming year primarily due to the 
reduction in the taxable assessment base. 
 
 Deputy Mayor Millman expressed thanks to the Mayor and Village Accountant for 
putting together a great budget for the board to look at. 
 
Motion: Trustee Golden 
 
Second: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
         
Resolution: 15-103 Village of Montebello 
 
Title:  Dunnigan Drive – No Parking Fire Zone 
 
 WHEREAS, by virtue of Resolution No. 00-103 and others, Dunnigan Drive was made a 
No-Parking Zone; and 
 
 WHEREAS, after investigating the situation further, and a memo from the Fire Inspector, 
Christopher Kear, dated November 4, 2015, referenced as set forth hereafter, a true copy of 
which shall be appended to the Minutes hereof, it is recommended that the intent to enforce the 
No-Parking Fire Zone be conveyed to those parking unlawfully in even more certain terms by 
adding to the signage per the proposal from the Town to provide and install signage, stamped in 



November 4, 2015, as included herein by reference, as well as by emphasizing to the Police 
Department and staff that the need exists to regularly prosecute those in defiance of the ban. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE RESOLVED as follows: 

1. That 6 “No-Parking Fire Zone” signs, or equivalent, be obtained from and, installed by, 
the Highway Department, at a cost of $662.15 per the Town’s proposal. 
 

2. That arrangements be made for the towing, impoundment and storage of unlawfully 
parked vehicles and trailers, costs to be passed through to the owners and/or the violators 
of the No Parking Fire Zone. 
 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman 
 
Second: Trustee Golden 
 
Discussion: 
 
Sergeant Sammarone will pass along information to the Police Department that strict 
enforcement is needed.  The Sergeant will also confirm with the Town and our Judge if 
pavement markings are necessary to make the parking a convictable offence. 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
         
Public Comment: 
 
 Suffern High School student asked, what is the Mayors role in the Village Government? 
Mayor Oppenheim responded he is the Chief Executive of the Village. 
 
 Quotation from Atlantic Tomorrows Office discussed. Mayor Oppenheim requested that 
the Village Clerk/Treasurer make arrangements for Atlantic to come next month, to give a 
presentation and to further discuss their proposal. The Village Attorney suggested that we place 
on the record at that time what efforts were made to solicit proposals. 
 
Resolution: 15-104               Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Appointment of P/T Secretary to Planning & Zoning Boards 
 
 WHEREAS, the position of Secretary to the Planning Board and Zoning Board of 
Appeals has been vacant since mid-July with the exception of temporary help filling in; and 
  
 WHEREAS, at the present time, the Boards are not busy and do not require a full time 
secretary and the Village Clerk/Treasurer has recommended that the position become a part time 
position under the immediate circumstances; and 
 



 WHEREAS, interviews were held and a candidate was selected, Regina Rivera of 12 
Nottingham Drive, Montebello, NY. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Regina Rivera be hired to fill the Part Time 
Secretary to the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals position, hours to be 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Monday thru Friday at an hourly rate of $16.00 per hour, evening hours for meetings to be 
paid at same rate effective October 19, 2015. 
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
   
Resolution: 15-105 Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Approval of Minutes for October 21, 2015 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of October 21, 
2015 be and are hereby approved. 
 
Motion: Trustee Caridi 
 
Second: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
         
Resolution: 15- 106 Village of Montebello 
 
Title:  Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated November 4, 2015, and totaling 
$41,647.07 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid. 
 
Motion: Trustee Golden 
 
Second: Deputy Mayor Millman 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
         
      
 Mayor Oppenheim made note of a few suggestions from the Fire Inspector, Christopher 
Kear. In regards to the Montebello Community Center, Mr. Kear recommends installation of Fire 
Zone Signs and that the yellow faded stripes be repainted. In addition, Mr. Kear recommends the 
removal of the two pine trees and the island in the middle of the parking lot to allow better 



maneuverability. Mayor Oppenheim requested the Village Clerk/Treasurer obtain price estimates 
to carry out all of Mr. Kear’s recommended items for future consideration. 
 
 Mayor Oppenheim discussed Mrs. Price’s concern about speeding on Par Road 
considering she mentions having several children, including one with a disability. Village 
Clerk/Treasurer advised she forwarded Mrs. Price information on the speed humps and she 
would take it from there. 
 
 At 8:55 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to enter into Executive Session to 
discuss pending litigation and contractual matters involving potential purchase price on real 
property, seconded by Trustee Golden. Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
 At 9:13 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded 
by Trustee Sorrillo. Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
 At 9:14 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee 
Golden. Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:14 p.m. 


