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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF 
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 16, 2014 AT THE MONTEBELLO 
COMMUNITY CENTER.  THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 8:08 P.M. 
FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
 
 Present:  Jeffrey Oppenheim  Mayor 
 Lance N. Millman  Deputy Mayor 

Stacy Caridi   Trustee 
    Steven A. Sorrillo  Trustee 

  Melanie Golden  Trustee 
  
           Others Present:  Warren Berbit   Village Attorney 
   

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer 
 
Mayor’s Report: 
 
Mayor Oppenheim began his report by announcing the closure of Airmont Road at the railroad 
crossing for the next three days for repairs to the railroad tracks. There has been plenty of 
advance notice with signage and arrows to detour around the construction. There will be a lot of 
traffic throughout the Village. There will be access to the thruway ramps and local businesses in 
that area, but vehicles will not be able to cross over the tracks to get to Route 59.   
 
Chief Brower of the Ramapo Police Department was in attendance. He gave a brief summary of 
the streets that the traffic will be detoured through and stated there will be police officers 
stationed at the thruway entrances directing traffic. There will also be barriers erected. The work 
will take place on Friday, July 18th after 10 a.m. and be completed by Sunday, August 20th.  
 
The Mayor mentioned the traffic signal that has not been working at the intersection of Airmont 
Road and Executive Blvd., and how the traffic has flowed better with the light not functioning. 
The Mayor has also made a request to have that light a flashing yellow light between the hours of 
midnight and 5 a.m.  It is a big inconvenience having to stop, start and stop again at all the traffic 
lights, particularly in the late evening and early morning hours. 
 
Trustee Sorrillo noted that whoever painted the yellow markings on the roadway on the thruway 
overpass is causing people to drive their vehicles into other lanes; they do not stay within the 
lines because they were put down haphazardly. The Village Clerk stated that the thruway 
authority owns the overpass but the County maintains it.  Mayor Oppenheim will speak to Mr. 
Vezzetti, the County Highway Superintendent. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim advised that vandals in the Kathryn Gorman Pines Park have destroyed the 
picnic table that was one of the Eagle Scout projects.  It appears that they are drinking in the park 
at night also. The Mayor asked Chief Brower if he could have the officers take a walk through 
the park on weekend nights. Chief Brower stated this would not be a problem and that he would 
pass the information along to the night officers.   
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The Board members thanked Chief Brower for attending the meeting. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim announced that Shakespeare in the Park, Twelfth Night, performed by the 
Babbling Brook Players Club will take place on the Village Hall grounds on July 31st, August 1st 
and August 2nd at 6 p.m.  All are welcome and should bring a lawn chair or blanket.  
 
The Mayor advised that he is pursuing the Grateful Dead band that performed last year to come 
back this year for a summer concert.  
 
The Mayor noted that he attended the Rockland County Conference of Mayor’s meeting and has 
been re-elected to the Rockland County Solid Waste Authority Board. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim advised the Board the a meeting was held with Deputy Finance Director Nate 
Oberman and Mona Montel from the Town of Ramapo to discuss the 2013 Highway Contract 
refund.  Trustee Caridi, Deputy Mayor Millman, Village Attorney Warren Berbit and Village 
Clerk/Treasurer, Debra Mastroeni and he was present.  The Town presented an additional 
$20,000 in crack filling bills for 2013 at this meeting and attempted to have the Village pay for 
other services not included in the contract.  The Village Attorney will have a discussion with the 
Town Attorney regarding these matters and the Village Clerk/Treasurer will review the 
additional billing prior to deducting from our projected refund.  
 
The Mayor noted that the summer newsletter has been delivered and is posted on the web site. 
 
The Mayor advised that he and some of the Board members will be meeting with 
Assemblywoman Ellen Jaffee at Village Hall at 8:30 tomorrow morning to discuss any village 
concerns the officials may have.  
 
The Mayor attended the meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission held on June 24th. 
Representatives from the RC Highway Department were present to give an update on the 
Montebello Road Bridge construction. There are four stages to this project; first is demolition, 
which has been proceeding quickly, second is the drilling of approximately 180 pylons for the 
footings, which is a very noisy process that will take several weeks. They are trying to begin in 
the mornings around 8 and stop by dinner time. Third is the span, and last is the finish work, 
cement and walls, the new stone work, the stone from the original bridge will be salvaged. The 
last phase will not be done before the weather gets cold, so the bridge will probably not be 
completed until next spring.   
 
The County intends to send out notification to everyone in the area regarding when the second 
stage will begin with the loud pounding of the pylons. Hopefully this will prevent the many 
phone calls that Village Hall would receive. 
 
Public Comment:  No one wished to speak. 
 
Resolution: 14-068   Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Approval of Minutes 



3 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of June 
18, 2014 be and are hereby approved. 
 
Motion: Trustee Caridi    Abstain: Deputy Mayor Millman 
 
Second: Trustee Golden 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried. 
 
Resolution: 14-069         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Amending Resolution No. 14-061 (Resurfacing of Village Roads) 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Board by virtue of Resolution 14-061 adopted May 21, 2014, 
approved road resurfacing as set forth therein; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Engineer in his memo dated July 7, 2014 referenced as if set 
forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be appended to the Minutes hereof, recommends 
revising the schedule of roads to be resurfaced by postponing Westgate Road until next year 
because of the County of Rockland’s report that it plans to open Westgate Road to make sewer 
line repairs, and substituting instead resurfacing of Brigadoon Drive and Druid Court, also in 
need of repair but planned to be done next year, thus lowering the anticipated total cost to 
$149,000.00, this being below the original budget estimate of $150,000.00, and below the 
maximum anticipated amount of $162,000.00, all as more particularly set forth in the Memo and 
the prior resolution; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it would not be prudent nor cost effective to repave a road knowing that a 
road opening and sewer line repair was imminent. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Resolution No. 14-061 be and hereby is 
amended to reflect removal of Westgate Road from the resurfacing list, and the addition of 
Brigadoon and Druid, and adjusting the authorized expenditure accordingly as set forth above.  
  
Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman  
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 14-070    Village of Montebello  
 
Title: Accept Annual Justice Court Audit – January 1st through December 31, 2013 
 

WHEREAS, the Village’s Justice Court commenced operation on or about June 1st, 2012, 
and §2019-a of the Uniform Justice Court Act (“the Act”) requires that the Village Justices 
annually provide their court records and dockets to the village auditing board (the Village 



4 
 

Board), and that such records thereby be examined or audited and that fact be entered into the 
Minutes of the Board’s proceedings, and thereafter that such be filed with the Director of Internal 
Audit, NYS Office of Court Administration; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Village’s Financial Consultant, Marvin Nyman CPA, has, under his 
cover of June 25, 2014, authored his analysis of the records of the Village of Montebello’s 
Justice Court, and the Justice Court Clerk’s bail records to determine adherence to court 
procedures and compile relevant operating data and to determine if the bail account held 
sufficient assets to cover the associated liability, which analysis is likewise dated January 6, 
2014; both documents (hereinafter “The Reports”) referenced hereat as if fully set forth 
hereinafter, true copies of which shall be appended to the minutes hereof; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Village Board has reviewed the Reports and associated records, and 
confirms the conclusions drawn by the Village’s Financial Consultant. 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to the Act, as hereby entered into the 
Minutes of the Village Board, that said Reports be and hereby are approved after the required 
examination was conducted, and that the Reports and a Clerk certified completed copy of this 
Resolution be filed with Dennis W. Donnelly, Director of Internal Audit, NYS Office of Court 
Administration, 98 Niver Street, Cohoes, NY 12047, as well as filed in the records of the Village 
and of the Village Justice Court. 

 
Motion: Trustee Golden  
 
Second: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
The Board members discussed their review of the audit. Deputy Mayor Millman noted that with 
the bank reconciliations done monthly, the mistake should have come up in a more timely 
manner. It is the responsibility of the Judges to review the bank statements and compare same 
with the monthly reports before signing off on them. The Judges monthly reports also should 
have been sent in to the Comptroller’s Office in a timely manner.  The Village should not have to 
wait for a refund. The Village Attorney was asked to send a letter to the Judges regarding the 
Board’s review of the audit. 
  
Trustee Sorrillo asked who does the banking for the Court. The Village Clerk responded “the 
Court Clerk”. 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 14-071         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: No Parking – Fire Zone – Canterbury Lane at Viola Road 
 
 WHEREAS, after a public hearing, by virtue of Resolution No. 06-089, the intersection 
of Canterbury Lane at Viola Road was closed, and the associated segment of Canterbury Lane 
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discontinued, and a fence and crash gate system approved to permit access by emergency 
vehicles; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in a letter dated July 4, 2014, as received on July 9, 2014, referenced as if 
set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shell be appended to the Minutes hereof, the Tallman 
Volunteer Fire Department, by its 1st Asst. Chief, Christopher T. Stevens, reported, as a matter of 
public safety, that said road segment and intersection should be declared as no parking as well as 
fire zones, and should be appropriately signed and marked. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, even though designating the above as a No Parking 
and Fire Zone was implicit, and perhaps explicit in the action taken by Resolution No. 06-089, in 
the interest of public safety, at the recommendation of the Tallman Fire Department, and for the 
reasons mentioned, that said road segments, and both sides of the crash gate are declared to be 
No Parking and Fire Zones; and   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village contract with the Town under the 
Highway Contract to install a No Parking- Fire Zone sign on the Viola Road side of the gate, the 
cost of same authorized to be expended without further action of the Board as long as cost not 
exceeding $250.00. 
 
Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman 
 
Second: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 14-072   Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated July 16, 2014, and 
totaling $ 202,323.38 re hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid. 
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo    
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 14-073                   Village of Montebello 
 
Title:   Pitney Bowes Mail Machine Lease 
 
 WHEREAS, the lease on the current mailing station, a Pitney Bowes DM300, expired on 
May 31, 2014, and the Village Clerk reports having obtained proposals for comparable mailing 
systems suitable to the Village's needs and in order to be in compliance with the US Postage 
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Service, all as more particularly set forth in the proposals referenced as if set forth hereinafter, 
true copies of which shall be appended to the minutes hereof, the salient details being as follows: 
 
 Pitney Bowes:  DM300 Mailing System with 5 lb scale: $144.99 per month for 36 

months, or 
  
    DM300C Digital Meter System with 5 lb scale: $118.51 per month 

for 60 months, or 
 
    DM225 Mailing System with 5 lb scale: $118.52 per month for 36 

months, or  
 
    DM225 Digital Mailing System with 5 lb scale: $95.95 per month 

for 60 months. 
    
All lease pricing will include maintenance, softguard updates, meter delivery, installation and 
continuous training; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the prior lease terms were $129 per month, for a 51 month lease; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Clerk Treasurer recommends entering into the 60 month lease 
for the DM225 postage machine as the most cost effective for the Village at a monthly charge of 
$95.95, paid quarterly in the amount of $287.85; a savings of $100.85 per quarter from our 
previous lease agreement. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, per the recommendation of the Village Clerk/ 
Treasurer, that a lease be entered into with Pitney Bowes for 60 months at $95.95 per month, for 
the DM225 Mailing System, including maintenance, softguard updates, meter delivery, 
installation, and continuous training and maintenance for the system, because the current lease 
has expired, the proposed lease adequately meets the Village’s needs, and, said lease is the most 
economical of all those proposed. 
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo  
 
Second: Trustee Caridi  
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Public Comment:  No one wished to speak. 
 
The next agenda item was a discussion on a Fee Schedule for violations of the Sign Law and 
Historic Preservation. 
 
Attorney Berbit stated that both the Sign Law and the Historic Preservation sections of the 
Village Code allow for fines to be set by the Village Board by Resolution; this was never done. 
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Instead of incorporating the fines into the local laws, setting them by Resolution allows the 
Board to make changes without holding public hearings to amend the local laws. 
 
Village Planner, Robert Geneslaw, did a survey of municipalities he was familiar with and 
supplied the information and the Village Clerk checked with several villages in the Town, and it 
was charted into a table for review.  Mr. Berbit recommends universal language for both code 
sections as a catch all to fill the void now, understanding it can be reviewed again in a more 
sophisticated way later on. Attorney Berbit recommended setting a $500 maximum fine, with 
each day of continued violation beginning 10 days after notice of the first violation by the 
Building Inspector shall constitute a separate and additional violation.   
 
Discussion on the other municipalities provisions, some even having 6 months in jail if it’s the 
second time around.  He noted that the Board can be harsher or not. It’s there decision.    
 
Resolution: 14-074         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Setting Fines for Violation of Section 195-60 (Historic Designation), and Chapter 143 

(Signs), of the Village Code. 
 

  WHEREAS, the Village Board on October 17, 2012 by Resolution No. 12-121 added to 
the Village’s Schedule of Fees and Fines in furtherance of the public purposes set forth therein, 
but Section 195-60 of the Village Code pertaining to the designation of historic preservation 
districts and structures, and Chapter 143 pertaining to signs, each provide that in addition to any 
other remedy available, violations shall be subject to fines according to limits set by the Village 
Board, and fines in furtherance thereof do not appear on the aforeferenced schedule; and 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, after reviewing the materials supplied by the Village 
Planner relative to associated fine structures in sister municipalities, and his recommendation, 
and that of the Village Attorney, and the schedules gathered by the Village Clerk-Treasurer, and 
upon the advice of same after due deliberation, the following are added to the Village’s Schedule 
of Fees and Fines which are in addition to any other remedy which may be available to the 
Village:    

 
 Violations of Chapter 143, Signs: A fine of up to $500 as set by the Court. In 

addition, each day’s continued violation, beginning 10 days after Notice of Violation by Building 
Inspector or designee, shall constitute a separate and additional violation. 

 
Violations of Section 195-60, Historic Designation: A fine of up to $500 as set by 

the Court. In addition, each day’s continued violation, beginning 10 days after Notice of 
Violation by the Building Inspector or designee, shall constitute a separate and additional 
violation.  

 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo  
 
Second: Trustee Golden 
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Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Next on the agenda is an update from the Village Attorney regarding submissions from the 
Ramapo Valley Sport Group, LLC revised zoning amendment application. 
 
Mr. Berbit noted that the Board discussed the amended application at its meeting on June 18th.  
The Village Planner issued a memorandum dated July 14, 2014 advising that the provisions of 
SEQRA must be met and that in this situation that would mean an analysis of the impact on the 
environment of allowing commercial recreation on any or all of the properties zoned LO-C. 
 
The applicant does not wish to perform an environmental analysis of all of the properties zoned 
LO-C due to the cost and time involved and because they are only interested in the revised 
amendment to their property.  The applicant submitted a revised petition, limiting eligible 
properties to those between 10 and 25 acres in size that would include a prohibition on 
assembling small properties to achieve the 10 acre minimum.  The applicant attended the June 
24th meeting of the CDRC and has had discussions with the Village’s advisors, minutes of the 
CDRC meeting were provided to the Board.  The petition as submitted eliminates all LO-C 
properties except the applicant’s property as eligible for commercial recreation.  
 
It is imperative that the Village Board review the definition of recreational uses as submitted by 
the applicant; prepare a list of commercial recreational activities that you would want to see in 
that zone; consider prohibiting certain activities such as rock concerts, marching bands, etc.; the 
Board may want to eliminate some things from the applicants list and add others.  The Board has 
that legislative discretion. 
 
Trustee Sorrillo questioned the Board’s legal vulnerability if they make an amendment for this 
one property. 
 
The Village Attorney responded that the Board’s actions should be lawful and sustainable to any 
challenge.  The applicant should also consider the amendment as submitted could cause a legal 
issue and consider scaling back the project.  Maybe the applicant should perform a needs study 
statistically supported by a neutral professional. 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman noted that there are many issues for the Board’s consideration and 
suggested a workshop session. 
 
The Board members and the Village Attorney applauded the suggestion of a workshop.  
Tentative dates in August were discussed.  Packets containing areas of discussion will be 
distributed to the members prior to the workshop. 
 
Old and New Business: 
 
Mayor Oppenheim advised the Board members that Gramercy Pain Management, the tenants at 
the Community Center has given notice to the Village that they will be moving at the end of their 
lease which expires on September 30th.  There is a potential tenant, Calgary Fellowship Church, 
who is interested in leasing the space at the current going rate of $4,654.08 per month. They 
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would pay 50% of the water bill; property and school tax bills. The Church asked if the Board 
would consider certain things, which the Village Clerk read off.  Discussion on terms and 
conditions ensued. Mr. Berbit answered questions the Board had regarding property taxes since 
the church is a tax exempt organization.  The Village Clerk will discuss the Board’s options with 
the church.  If the church is not inclined to move forward with the rental then the space must be 
advertised quickly. 
 
Deputy Millman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Sorrillo. Upon vote, the motion 
carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 
 
 


