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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF 
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2014 AT THE 
MONTEBELLO VILLAGE HALL.  THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 8:04 
P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
 
 
  Present: Jeffrey Oppenheim  Mayor 

             Lance N. Millman  Deputy Mayor 
 Stacy Caridi   Trustee 
    Steven A. Sorrillo  Trustee 
 Melanie Golden  Trustee 
 
                      Others Present: Warren Berbit   Village Attorney 
    Marvin Nyman  Financial Consultant 
   

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer 
 
 
Mayor’s Report: 
 
Mayor Oppenheim began his report by announcing that a public hearing would be held this 
evening on the Tentative Budget for 2015.  The Mayor noted that our prosecuting attorney, Mr. 
Yodowitz did not win the Village Justice seat in Suffern.  Rio Vista of Montebello has paid a 
community benefit payment in the amount of $25,000.  The Village Clerk has had snow plowing 
permits printed to regulate snow plowing by private contractors within the Village boundaries.  
The Village has received approximately $6,000 in PEG monies as per the cable franchise 
agreement with Cablevision. 
 
The Mayor asked the Board members to start working on articles for the December newsletter. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim requested that an Executive Session be held later in the meeting to discuss a 
possible land acquisition for open space.  A six plus acre parcel located at 12 Marian Drive is 
being auctioned by the County tomorrow evening.  The land is not developable as it lies totally 
within a conservation overlay.  Acquisition funds would come from the parks and recreation 
account. 
 
Parks Commission Business:  No one was present from the Parks Commission. 
 
Public Comment:  No one wished to speak. 
 
The next agenda item was a Public Hearing on the Tentative Budget for 2015. 
 
At 8:13 p.m. Trustee Sorrillo made a motion to open the public hearing, seconded by Trustee 
Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
The Village Clerk/Treasurer read the legal notice into the record: 
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PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a Public Hearing will be held on Wednesday, November 12, 
2014, beginning at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard at Montebello 
Village Hall, One Montebello Road, Montebello, NY 10901, for the purpose of considering and 
adopting a Budget for the period of January 1st through December 31, 2015. 
 
All interested parties are invited to attend.  The Tentative Budget will be available for inspection 
and review at the Village Office during normal working hours, Monday through Friday, 9:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
The proposed salaries of the Village Board members are as follows: 
 
   Mayor - $21,000 
   Deputy Mayor - $4,000 
   Trustees (3) - $3,000 each  
 
The Village Attorney ascertained from the Village Clerk/Treasurer that due legal notice was 
given by virtue of the publishing of the Legal Notice on November 2, 2014 in the Journal News 
and posting of the Legal Notice on October 31, 2014, in the six locations throughout the Village. 
A copy of the Tentative Budget was given to the Board members and made available to the 
public. 
 
The Village’s financial consultant, Marvin Nyman, noted that the Board made some changes at 
the budget workshop meeting; the Village Attorney’s salary line was increased and the 
contractual line was decreased to offset that increase.  There was an estimated amount placed 
under the rental of real property line for the upcoming year for the Community Center.  The 
independent auditor’s line was filled in with the corrected amount of $11,800 reflecting the 
Board’s acceptance of the lowest proposal for this service.  The tentative budget increases taxes 
by 1.56%, solely based upon the Village’s reduction in assessed valuation.   
 
Mr. Nyman advised that he filed the Constitutional Tax Limit with the State Comptroller’s 
office.  The Village is $11,500 under the tax levy limit presently so you have an additional 1% 
that can be utilized or it can be used next year towards next year’s budget. 
 
Trustee Sorrillo asked if the Village stays within the tax limit if the residents would get the 
rebate from the state as long as the school district stays under the limit also. 
 
The Village Attorney responded that he does not feel that other taxing entities affect the residents 
rebate even though he understands that the majority opinion is that the rebate applies only if the 
school district stays under.  The Comptroller’s opinions that were circulated on this subject are 
confusing and have contradictory language. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim noted that the average Village tax bill is approximately $1,000 per household, 
making the average rebate $15.00. 
 
Mr. Nyman stated that with all the talk in Albany, and with everyone having a different opinion, 
whether or not taxes are increased next year, residents will get that $15.00, because the Village 
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stayed under the allowable increase. If the Village stays under the allowable increase, the way 
Mr. Nyman reads the recent documents; residents will get the 1.56 % of whatever that number is, 
if their income is less than $500,000.00, and they have to be a resident of the home. 
 
The second year rebate is tied into Albany’s intent to consolidate services. Mr. Nyman feels their 
intent is to get rid of the smaller village operations. 
 
Mr. Nyman explained how his calculations were made on Albany’s website. He had to enter in 
various information with regard to the amount of taxes going to be collected, the prior year of 
what was collected, the amount of tax agreement money the village has, how much that has gone 
up from year to year, there is also a contributing factor put in based upon valuation of properties 
within the village, which every municipality in the State has a different factor that they apply to 
the assessed value of properties, it’s called the Real Property Tax calculation.  
 
This determination contributed to the rollover of the $11,000.00, and is what was used to 
calculate to get to the 1.56%.  
 
Mayor Oppenheim feels that the most important factor is that appropriations are down this year 
compared to last year. 
        
At 8:32 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to close the Public Hearing, seconded by 
Trustee Golden.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
At 8:33 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss 
personnel, seconded by Trustee Golden.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
At 9:00 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded by 
Trustee Golden.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim announced as per the discussion in Executive Session that the Village 
Attorney’s salary line would be increased by $1,000 from the contingency line. 
 
Resolution: 14-099                   Village of Montebello 
 
Title:  Adoption of 2015 Budget 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tentative Budget as amended be and hereby is adopted as 
the Budget of the Village of Montebello for the tax year 2015, in a total amount of $ 2,195,416, 
and that the sum to be raised by taxation of real property $1,193,228 shall be and hereby is 
levied, and that the warrant of the Village should be issued for the collection thereof, based upon 
a tax rate of $9.4778 per one thousand dollars ($1,000) of taxable assessed valuation, being and 
intended to be the sum to be raised by taxation divided by the total taxable assessment of 
$125,897,230. 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in addition, the Village Clerk/Treasurer is hereby 
authorized to re-levy unpaid professional and property maintenance fees on those properties 
subject to same. 
  
Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman      
 
Second: Trustee Golden  
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 14-100         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Repeal of Local Law No. 3 of 2014- Tax Levy Limit Override 
     
 WHEREAS, as a precaution, the Village Board acted on October 15, 2014, by                    
Local Law, to override the Tax Levy Limit for 2015 as permitted by General Municipal Law, §3-
c; and 
 
 WHEREAS, after a public hearing, the Village Board has acted on this date, November 
12, 2014, to adopt a 2015 Budget which honors and stays within the Tax Levy Limit, its intent 
being to repeal its prior action by virtue of its action in adopting said Budget; and 
 
 WHEREAS, despite this repeal as a matter of fact, in an excess of caution the Village 
Attorney recommends that repealer legislation be advertised and enacted at the next Village 
Board meeting to be held on December 17, 2014. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Attorney and the Village Clerk-
Treasurer work together to prepare the necessary legislation and legal notice, and that such be 
published, posted and made available as required by law, in anticipation of the aforementioned 
public hearing on December 17, 2014. 
  
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo  
 
Second: Trustee Caridi  
 
Deputy Mayor Millman asked that if for some bizarre reason the numbers change, and if for 
some reason, by overturning this law is the Village is hurting themselves.  Mr. Nyman stated that 
if the State recaluculates and say the village is over the tax cap by $3,000, then the village has to 
stay an additional $3,000 under the next year.  Mr. Millman wondered why it had to be repealed.  
Mr. Nyman stated it must be repealed per New York State Law.  
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 14-101                   Village of Montebello 
 
Title:   Independent Audit Services for 2014, 2015, and 2016 
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 WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has authorized an independent audit of the Village's 
financial statements annually since 2004; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Clerk/Treasurer sent out letters of interest seeking proposals 
from auditors for the 2014, 2015 and 2016 fiscal years, and the following proposals were 
received: 
      2014         2015       2016   
 
Vanacore, DeBenedictus,    $14,000  $14,000  $14,000   
DiGiovanni & Weddell, LLP 
   
Toski & Co, P.C.    $11,800  $11,800  $11,800   
 
Korn Rosenbaum, LLP    $13,500  $14,000  $14,250    
 
, said proposals considered a part hereof; and 
 
    WHEREAS, it is prudent that such services be obtained, and Toski & Co., P.C. has 
offered such services at the lowest cost and appears to have the requisite skills and experience to 
perform the work as determined by the Deputy Mayor and Village Clerk’s interview with David 
Spara, CPA of the firm; and 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Proposal of Toski & Co., P.C., be accepted, 
a copy to be appended to the Minutes hereof, said firm being retained to perform independent 
auditing services at $11,800 per annum, the Village reserving the right to terminate the 
arrangement in any year for the succeeding year, and the fees set forth in the Proposal authorized 
to be paid for same. 
 
Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman   
 
Second: Trustee Golden  
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 14-102                   Village of Montebello 
 
Title:   Snow Removal/Landscaping Services 2014/2015 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Clerk/ Treasurer sent out RFP’s for Snow Removal and 
Landscaping Services at Village Hall and the Montebello Community Center, and for 
Landscaping Services at the Viola Road Cemetery, around the 7 Village roadside entry signs, 
and along Ponds Park for the grassy margin between it and Senator Levy Drive, and Landscape 
and Maintenance around the pond areas, including the pathway and parking area, and the open 
space at 8 & 14 Lake Road, for the period December 1, 2014 to November 30, 2015, all as set 
forth in her Request for Proposal dated October 2, 2014 to be considered as part of the 
contractual Agreement; and 
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  WHEREAS, proposals were received from Belleville Landscaping, Inc., and C.M. 
Landscaping, Inc., referenced as if set forth hereinafter, true copies of which shall be appended 
to the Minutes hereof, the salient details of which are as follows: 

  

  

Snowplow and Landscape  
Village Hall and Community 
Center, Mow Edge of Ponds 
Park (Senator Levy Dr.), 
Landscape Cemetery and 
Village Signs, Parking Areas 
and Pathway Ponds and 
maintain Open Space at 8 & 14 
Lake Road   

 
 

 
 

Extra Charge 
Salt 

 
 

No 
Extra Charge 

Deep Snow/Ice 

 
 

Belleville Landscaping, Inc. $16,560.00 

 
 

None 

 
 
 

Front-end loader 
    

    

    

    

    
    

    

C.M. Landscaping, Inc. $17,250.00 

  
 

Loader work 
$125.00 per hour 

    

    
    

    

    

                   ; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Belleville has reliably performed said services, and the proposed cost is the 
same as the cost of such services for the current year, and is lower than the other proposal. 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board upon due deliberation does 

hereby accept the proposal of Belleville Landscaping, Inc., as the offerer for Snow Removal and 
Landscaping Services at Village Hall, the Montebello Community Center, and Landscaping 
Services, alone, at the Viola Road Cemetery, around the 7 entry signs,  and along Ponds Park for 
the grassy margin between it and Senator Levy Drive, maintenance around the pond areas 
including the pathway and parking area, and the open space at 8 & 14 Lake Road, for the period 
December 1, 2014 to November 30, 2015 at an all-inclusive package price of $16,560.00, as 
more particularly set forth in the proposal and RFP, and authorizing that said sum be expended 
for said purposes, contract to be in a form as approved by the Village Attorney, and subject to 
proof of insurance, for the aforesaid reasons.  
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo  
 
Second: Deputy Mayor Millman 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
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Resolution: 14-103   Village of Montebello 
 
Title:  Approval of Minutes for October 15, 2014 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of 
October 15, 2014 be and are hereby approved. 
 
Motion: Trustee Golden  
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 14-104        Village of Montebello 
 
Title:  Stop Sign Installation – River Road and Victory   
 
 WHEREAS, a request has been made for a Stop Sign to be installed on River Road at the 
intersection of Victory Road due to drivers exiting River Road without stopping for oncoming 
traffic on Victory Road; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Engineer has reviewed the request and has recommended a Stop 
Sign and painted bar be installed on River Road as per his email dated October 29, 2014, 
referenced as if a part hereof to be appended to the Minutes hereof. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Clerk~Treasurer is hereby 
authorized to contact the Town of Ramapo Highway Department and arrange such installation at 
a cost not to exceed $300.00. 
 
Motion: Trustee Caridi   
 
Second: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
As much as Mayor Oppenheim hates signs, Trustee Caridi stated there is a need for a stop sign in 
this area. 
 
Trustee Sorrillo asked if there was any way to have the traffic light at Executive Boulevard taken 
away. The Mayor responded, no, but the Town was supposed to be looking into doing a traffic 
survey.  The Village Clerk stated she had asked Anthony Sharan about this and he was going to 
speak to Supervisor St, Lawrence. This was a while ago.  The signalization should be changed to 
a flashing yellow after a certain time.  
  
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
    
Resolution: 14-105         Village of Montebello 
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Title: Amending Attorney Hourly Pass-Through Rate 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees amended Chapter 65 of the Village Code, Resolution 
No. 10-085, adding legal services to the professional fees to be reimbursed in the context of 
certain land use applications; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Board set an hourly rate for legal services reimbursement for 
preparedness of said Chapter by authority of Section 65-1 and for contract work for the Village, 
outside salaried work, to be adjusted from time to time by action of the Village Board. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees does hereby increase the 
hourly rate for legal services reimbursement from $150.00 per hour to $175.00 per hour, 
effective January 1, 2015.   
 
Motion: Trustee Golden   
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
This will be no cost to the taxpayer. It is a pass through fee. Mayor Oppenheim would like Mr. 
Emanuel and Mr. Magrino notified of this. The Village Clerk will notify them. 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 14-106         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Amending Prosecuting Attorneys Hourly Rate of Compensation 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village prosecuting attorneys are presently receiving compensation at a 
rate of $125.00 per hour for in court time and $100.00 per hour for preparation time. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the hourly rate for the court time be increased to 
$130.00 per hour and the hourly rate for preparation time be increased to $105.00 per hour, 
effective January 1, 2015.   
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 14-107         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Authorization to Solicit Bids for Phase II Improvements for the 

Kathryn Gorman Ponds Park 
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WHEREAS, by prior action, the Village Board approved its Parks Consultant, AKRF, 
preparing Specifications and Bid Documents pertaining to completing Phase II of the Kathryn 
Gorman Ponds Park work pertaining to dredging certain ponds, and re-grading same and 
associated portions of the Park, including planting vegetation, all intended as improving the 
water flows, viability of the ponds, and the overall function of the pond system in naturally 
processing rain waters; and 
 
 WHEREAS, AKRF has prepared said documents and reports readiness to seek bids, as 
does the Village Engineer who is assisting with overseeing the project. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that proceeding with soliciting bids is hereby 
approved, including the preparation of the legal notice, bid packages, and the posting, publishing 
and mailing of solicitation packages to likely bidders as may be determined by AKRF and the 
Village Engineer, said bids to be received, opened and tallied on a date to be determined by the 
Village Clerk-Treasurer, Village Engineer and Village Attorney, subject to further action of the 
Village Board.  
  
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Second: Trustee Golden 
 
The Village Clerk did not have a date for the bid openings, it will be determined with the Village 
Engineer and Village Attorney. 
 
The monies will be taken from the Parks Fund reserve. There will be dredging involved.  The 
materials taken from the ponds will be moved to the meadow area of the park.  The funds for 
Phase II will be drawn from the Parks Fund Account which is currently approximately $753,000.  
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 14-108   Village of Montebello 
 
Title:  Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated November 12, 2014, and 
totaling $91,073.06 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid. 
 
Motion: Trustee Golden   
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman asked if everyone was entitled to mileage reimbursement.  The Village 
Clerk responded, yes, if they are conducting Village business. 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
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Public Comment:  No one wished to speak. 
 
Old and New Business: 
 
Mayor Oppenheim would like to bring a proposal/resolution to the table. He would like to attend 
a County auction of foreclosed parcels on November 13th, at 6:30 p.m. to bid on a 6 acre site 
located on environmental wetlands in the Village of Montebello. The address is 12 Marian Drive. 
No one would ever be able to build on this land. He felt it would be great to add to the Village’s 
open space, it is located near the two lots acquired on Lake Road. The parcel would be 
connected. He would like to go into Executive Session to discuss possible acquisition of this 
property. 
 
Mr. Millman advised that the Board has performed a site visit and walked the Ramapo Valley 
Sports Complex property located on Rella Boulevard. He would like to set up a workshop 
meeting with the Village professionals to discuss what they observed and the effects of same.  
The Village is still waiting for the environmental study and balloon test to be completed. 
 
Trustee Sorrillo questioned whether to have another workshop before the balloon test. 
 
Trustee Golden mentioned that she thought there was some confusion on the part of the 
Applicant, Mr. Martin, and what studies need to be completed on the property. Mr. Martin was 
under the impression that all the studies were turned in, and the only outstanding study was the 
DRAFT Generic Environmental review on the adjacent property.  This confusion needs to be 
clarified before moving forward. 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman stated he spoke to Mr. Martin who advised a traffic study was being 
worked on. The Deputy Mayor then suggested that without the final environmental study and 
balloon test there could not be a public hearing. He thought a workshop would be better to look 
at the setbacks, and easements, and let Mr. Martin know where the application was going.   
 
Trustee Golden thought that if there were specific issues, it’s better to let the Applicant know 
sooner rather than later.  There were comments made, but they will be discussed in the 
workshop.  
 
Deputy Mayor Millman asked Ms. Mastroeni to find out the availability of the professionals over 
the next 30 days so a workshop meeting could be set up. She requested the Board members give 
her a few dates to work with, that would be easier.  
 
At 9:25 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss 
matters of possible acquisition, seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
At 9:34 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded by 
Trustee Golden.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 14-109         Village of Montebello 
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Title:  Authorization to Purchase Land for Open Space 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor reports that the County is engaging in a tax foreclosure sale 
tomorrow for the 6.3 acre parcel located at 12 Marian Drive, 17/48.13-2-18; and  
 
 WHEREAS, said parcel, which is essentially wetland within the Village’s conservation 
overlay, abuts the parcels the Village recently obtained for open space on Lake Road, is 
essentially unbuildable, but would make a valuable natural addition to the Village’s parkland at a 
potentially modest cost, and the Village may fund such acquisition from its parkland acquisition 
and capital improvements fund; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board met in Executive Session to discuss the maximum sum it is 
willing to pay for said acquisition, it being understood the minimum upset price set by the 
County is $12,000. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor or Trustee Designee is authorized to 
attend said sale, and is authorized to bid up to the sum discussed in Executive Session, subject to 
ascertaining before the sale that, other than the upset price, that a title check confirm that clear 
title may be obtained with no other impediments or liens or obligations.     
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Second: Deputy Mayor Millman 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the vacancy of Gramercy Pain Management, the former tenant at 
the Montebello Community Center. There are various repairs that need addressing before Dr. 
Gottlieb’s security deposit is returned.  Mr. Berbit was aware of the things that need fixing, he 
and the Village Clerk having done a walk through together.   Mayor Oppenheim stated a letter 
should be written explaining what the Village expects, and if Dr. Gottleib doesn’t comply, his 
security fee will be used to cover the cost of repairs. Dr. Gottlieb will be held accountable to 
bring the office space back to its original condition minus minor wear and tear. 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the 
motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 9:42 p.m. 
 
 


