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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF 
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2013 AT THE 
MONTEBELLO COMMUNITY CENTER.  THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 
8:03 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
 
 
 Present:  Jeffrey Oppenheim  Mayor 
    Lance N. Millman  Deputy Mayor    
    Steven Sorrillo  Trustee 

Melanie Golden  Trustee 
 

 Absent:  Stacy Caridi   Trustee 
 
           Others Present:  Warren Berbit   Village Attorney 
  
  

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer 
 
 
Mayor’s Report: 
 
The Mayor announced that Trustee Caridi would be unable to attend the meeting this evening 
due to a parent teacher conference. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim advised that the Board would be reviewing amendments to the sign law this 
evening with the Village’s Planning consultant, Robert Geneslaw.  He has been working with the  
Planning Board members regarding these revisions. 
 
The Mayor noted that a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals has moved out of the Village, 
making him unable to continue serving on that Board. The seat will be declared vacant and a new 
member will be appointed tonight.  In addition, the Chairman of the Zoning Board and a member 
from its inception, John Urcioli, will regretfully be resigning as he will be moving out of state.  
This is unfortunate and a big loss for the Village.  His resignation will not be effective until next 
month at which time a new Chairman and a new member will be appointed.  
 
Mayor Oppenheim announced that the Regis Court gate that accesses the Algonquin gas pipeline 
has been moved.  The Mayor met with officials from the gas company and requested that the 
gate be moved back to prevent unauthorized access to the pipeline.  
 
Everyone should have received the Fall newsletter.  If not, it is posted on the Village’s web site. 
 
The Mayor advised that he received a letter about chemicals being applied to the Tot Lot at 
Village Hall by our landscapers.  That was not the case, a natural vinegar solution was applied.  
It is completely organic and safe and will not harm children. 
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The Rockland County Health Department, at the request of our Village Engineer, investigated  
complaints received regarding a bad smell coming from the ponds in the Gorman Park and 
emanating along the properties on Mile Road that abut the parkland. It was concluded that the 
smell is not due to algae, it is due to milkweed.   The weather and lack of rain intensified the 
smell.   Some thought the odor may have formed from fertilizer being dumped in the water 
stream from the Spook Rock Golf Course, this is not the case.   With the change of season, this 
will go away; it is not something that can be treated or that is a danger to public health.   
 
The Mayor announced that the bids for the dam repair work were opened and all came in over 
budget.  There will be further discussion later in the meeting and a resolution to reject the bids 
and redesign the project. 
 
The Mayor noted that there is also a resolution regarding a proposal for a cell tower in the 
Warren Berbit Nature Preserve. He and the Village Clerk walked the site with a representative 
from Tectonic to view the proposed location.  The good news is that where they want to place 
the tower is not visible from the road (Spook Rock Road). The beautiful vista will not be 
disturbed. The tower will, however, be extended 20-30 feet above the tree line.  It is noted that 
Tectonic is looking at a few different sites; one being in the Town of Ramapo, which if allowed 
will be at the intersection of Spook Rock and North Airmont Road on Pioneer Avenue, which 
will be very visible to everyone.  This property was dedicated as Parkland, so in order to gain 
approval; the state legislature will have to get involved.  There will be further discussion later in 
the meeting. 
 
The Mayor announced that the Parks Commission and the Board of Trustees will be holding a 
Scout Appreciation Day on October 26, 2013 at 11 a.m. at the Gorman Ponds Park.   Everyone is 
invited to attend to view the projects that the scouts completed and tour this magnificent park. 
 
There is also a Rockland County Conference of Mayors meeting coming up on October 1st at the 
Pomona Chop House at 6:30 p.m. The Mayor noted that this is the same time as the revised date 
of the Public Service Commission public hearings on the United Water Desalination Plant. The 
date of the dinner may be changed.  
 
The road paving for this year in the Village has been completed.  The Mayor has diligently 
impressed upon the County Highway Department to pave the thruway overpass on Airmont 
Road.  They are telling us it will get done this year.  
 
The Mayor invited everyone to attend Montebello Day this Sunday, September 22nd from noon 
until 4 p.m. and then asked the Deputy Mayor for an update on the plans for the day. 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman stated that he hopes there will be sunshine and no rain for Montebello 
Day. A new local band will be joining the festivities, along with John Moroski who has been 
entertaining for years. There are a lot of great food establishments donating food, lots of rides for 
kids and adults. Tables offering information on local programs. The Police, Fire Department and 
Ramapo Valley Ambulance Corp will be there with vehicles. It’s going to be a great day with 
hopefully a great turnout. He asked anyone who would like to volunteer to show up the morning 
of September 22nd.  
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There was a break in at the house on 2 Tanchak Court, which has been abandoned.  The property 
has been made secure by the Village and the cost will be levied against the property.  
 
Mayor Oppenheim noted that Village resident, Deb Munitz, was supposed to be at the meeting to 
speak at Public Comment. Since she is not in attendance, the Mayor informed everyone that 
notification was given to a property owner by the Department of Health regarding if you have 
your own well, the well has to be tested every time the property is sold. This particular property 
was recently sold and tested positive for a very small amount of Polylene, a level that was below 
the level for safety. All of the immediate property owners were notified of this by the Health 
Department.  The Mayor noted that this is an organic substance used in paint thinners. It is not 
carcinogenic, but it is not considered to be good to be in drinking water.  Any calls regarding this 
matter should be directed to the Mayor and he will direct them to someone who can test their 
well water. 
 
Parks Commission Business: 
 
Chairman Tony Piazza was present for the Parks Commission.  Mr. Piazza noted that he spoke 
with Andrew Malik, VP of AKRF, he is now handling the account since Jannine McColgan left. 
They have made application for the DEC permits and he made assurances that the project would 
move forward now that he has been brought up to date on everything.  Mr. Piazza expressed his 
concern about the high bids for the dam repair work and feels that the pond may not have to be 
drained to accomplish this repair.  Parks Commissioner Nick Altebrando will be reviewing the 
design plan with his team and will also speak with the Village Engineer.  Mr. Piazza also 
emphasized the importance of coordinating all of the activities that may happen in the park and 
making sure that everyone is kept in the loop. 
 
Mr. Piazza mentioned there is still dumping going on in the park, he urged the board to consider 
having a permit necessary for landscapers. It can be a small amount for the permit, but a larger 
amount for fines. 
 
Mr. Piazza also would like the survey work done on the “road” that would provide secondary 
access to the park from Mile Road.  The Village Attorney will continue with the Title company 
for further review to try and resolve this issue. 
 
The Chairman also announced Scout Appreciation Day and hopes that people will turn out and 
show their appreciation to the Scouts and take a tour of the park. 
 
The Parks Commission will have a table at Montebello Day displaying pictures on an easel of the 
ponds, the park, the nature preserve and the rain garden.  
 
The Mayor and Trustees thanked Mr. Piazza for coming to the meeting and updating the Board. 
 
The Mayor announced that the Public Service Commission will be holding public hearings on 
the proposed United Water Desalination Plant at the Clarkstown High School South Auditorium 
on October 1st at 6 p.m. There is an informational forum following the meeting. The public is 
encouraged to speak out on this issue. 
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Trustee Golden noted that the public hearings will be held on Wednesday evening as well.  
 
Mayor Oppenheim advised that he has spoken with Orange & Rockland regarding the excessive 
tree cutting on Viola Road. They are attempting to create a smart grid communication to try and 
back feed into the circuits from other directions so if a line goes out they can flip a switch and 
put homes back on a different circuit more quickly.  To run the lines there are bigger lines than 
previously in place, so taller poles have to be installed by regulation and they have to clear trees 
to a greater extent around them. Electricity will be able to be turned back on faster using this 
technology.   Ironically the storm last week knocked out a tree which put everyone in a blackout.   
 
Public Comment:  No one wished to speak. 
 
Next on the agenda is the review of the Draft of the Revised Sign Law Regulations. Mr. 
Geneslaw, the Village Planner is in attendance. 
 
At the request of the Planning Board, Mr. Geneslaw drafted proposed revisions to the sign law 
regulations back in 2011.  After the Comprehensive Plan was updated in 2009, the Planning 
Board has been reviewing several portions of the Village Code including the Sign Regulations. 
After discussion and review, the Planning Board requested that that all of the sign regulations be 
in one location in the Code and to amend those sections where the Planning Board recommends 
further clarification or modification. Thus, a proposed new Chapter 143 which combines and 
reorganizes the sign regulations. The Village Board and Planning Board had a joint workshop 
meeting on May 13, 2013 to discuss the proposed changes. Based on that meeting, the draft has 
been modified.  
 
There are still a few tweaks that need to be resolved, one being temporary political signs, and the 
amount of time the winner of a primary can leave them up until the general election is held.  Mr. 
Geneslaw is hoping Mr. Emanuel can give a few ideas and some advice from a practical aspect. 
Mr. Geneslaw suggested involvement from the Village Attorney and Village Prosecutor with 
regard to the revisions of the Appeal and Penalties section of the Law. 
 
There was discussion on temporary signs and enforcement if they are not removed in the proper 
amount of time.  
 
Deputy Mayor Millman recommended making the refundable security deposit amount a larger 
sum, which would be a better incentive for people to make sure they take them all down or the 
check will be deposited.  
 
Mr. Geneslaw noted that the Planning Board is looking to restrict some of the signs, such as 
signs that are illuminated overnight.  Pylon signs and signs over store fronts are allowed to be 
illuminated all night.  Mr. Geneslaw drove by the Indian Rock Shopping Center, he suggested 
the pylons sign go off at a certain time and each sign at the individual store front sign remain on.    
 
Deputy Mayor Millman questioned who would be affected by these lights staying on, noting that 
the Middle School field is lit up at night.  
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Mayor Oppenheim had a few specific issues and concerns:  
 
Regarding appeals in proposed section 143-14 should read Zoning Board of Appeals, not Board 
of Appeals.  
 
In proposed section 143-15, fine penalty was left blank; it was suggested to refer to the Village’s 
Schedule of Fees, as this is changed from time to time. 
 
There is an area in the code regarding directional signs that are “on premises”, but not “off 
premises”. The Mayor is concerned about permanent directional signs on non-village road right-
of-ways. He has spoken to Mr. Berbit about having some control over the signs that are located 
in our village but not on our roadways; there needs to be some type of policy mechanism for 
maintenance of the signs. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim came up with some additional verbiage regarding the amount of time political 
signs can be kept up to revise section 143-8-B:  No sign subject to this chapter may be posted or 
displayed in the Village more than 30 days prior to the event to which it pertains unless, in the 
case of a political sign, a subsequent election (such as a runoff primary or general election) were 
to follow an election for which a sign permit had already been issued so long as that subsequent 
event were to be within 60 days of the first event.  Exemptions shall also include public interest 
signs, temporary advisory signs, and safety precautionary signs.   
 
Trustee Golden asked Mr. Geneslaw if 30 days is a reasonable amount of time for signs to stay 
up.  He responded most municipalities have the same time frame. She thought it was a long 
amount of time.  
 
The Board members discussed the size of signs allowed. 
 
Mr. Geneslaw noted that as the Code exists, billboards are not permitted, and suggested 
expanding the definition. 
 
Members are in favor of raising the fee for the security deposit of temporary political signs.  
 
The Mayor spoke on the issue of temporary off-site directional signs. In Mr. Geneslaw’s memo 
dated July 30, 2013 he stated that prohibiting these types of signs may be difficult to enforce and 
will not help traffic circulation particularly for vehicles exiting the thruway for events. Mayor 
Oppenheim asked why this wasn’t already covered in section 143-8. Mr. Geneslaw felt that if a 
code is not enforceable then why have it in the code. The Mayor felt differently.  
 
Discussion on different types of signs that are placed in the right-of-way.  Some thought that 
permanent signs are more of an advertisement type and temporary signs may be more geared 
toward being directional. There may have to be a separate paragraph added to the code for this. 
The Mayor does not want to prohibit these signs, just the ability to control placement, size, etc… 
 
He feels that with all the signs on Airmont Road, it suffers from visual blight 
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In summary there are three things that need to be dealt with: temporary directional signs, 
permanent directional signs and the amount of time a political sign can remain up after the 
primary. 
 
Mr. Geneslaw stated that he would make the revisions to the draft and forward them to the 
Village Attorney and Village Clerk within the next 10 days.  The revised draft would then need 
to be sent to Rockland County Planning and General Code for their review.  The revisions will 
come back to the Board for its’ October meeting and the public hearing will be scheduled for the 
November meeting.   
 
The Mayor asked Mr. Al Rubin and Mr. Geneslaw to stay for the next agenda item.  
 
Mr. Howard Josephs representing Montebello Crossings is before the Board to make an informal 
presentation as to what he has planned to develop on the 11+ acre parcel located at 250 Lafayette 
Avenue in the RR59 Development District.  He is proposing an assisted living facility with 104 
units on the southern portion of the parcel, a CVS Pharmacy, which would move from its current 
15 year location at Indian Rock, they are looking for more visibility, and a better drive thru, and 
on the western side of the property a 4500 square foot building/restaurant. Upon review of the 
RR59 Development District zone these uses are allowed under special permit and he realizes 
there is a 100’ buffer along the frontage of this property which he knows is very important to the 
Board, and has not proposed any structures on this portion of the property. However, it is very 
important for the CVS and the other retail use that will be in front to gain better visibility. Mr. 
Josephs has made a very conceptual drawing leaving a lot of the trees there now that are mostly 
maples and oaks. The stone wall will be relocated to the north and additional plantings will be 
added in the 100’ buffer, to create a winter view and be a lot better than the scrub that is there 
now. This will create better visibility for the two proposed uses.  
 
Mr. Josephs also noted that the traffic signal would be installed at the 4-way intersection with 
appropriate turning lanes.  The stone wall would have to be moved back to create road widening 
for the turning lane. 
 
Mr. Joseph’s is the owner of the 7-11 shopping center to the east, and Deputy Mayor Millman 
asked if there were any plans to upgrade that shopping center as it needs some work. Mr. Josephs 
responded that the two parcels will connect, and he will propose new landscaping to tie both 
together, although the facade will not change as that was upgraded approximately 10 years ago. 
 
Trustee Sorrillo asked how many stories the assisted living building will be.  Mr. Josephs 
responded that the assisted living building will consist of three stories in back as the property 
drops down as you go further north, and two stories in front, there will be a walking trail as well. 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman noted that the area along the street frontage is a 100’ conservation 
easement, not a buffer as Mr. Joseph’s keeps referring.  The concept is the same; there will be no 
building in this area.   
 
The Board members were emphatic that the conservation easement remain intact and the Village 
Attorney noted the clear definition of a conservation easement is in the Code. 
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The Mayor asked if the proposed assisted living facility required any variances or was it within 
the code.  The Village Planner did not have a chance to review the informal application, but Mr. 
Berbit mentioned that he thought there was something in the code and that the use may require a 
special permit. Members feel this is a sensible use as there is a hospital across the street. 
 
The Mayor appreciated Mr. Joseph bringing this proposed project before the Board. Deputy 
Mayor Millman reiterated the sign law again, and asked that the Mr. Joseph look closely at the 
new proposed law and understand it.  It was again reiterated that the 100’ conservation easement  
will remain intact.   
 
Mr. Geneslaw will speak with Mr. Berbit informally about the proposed uses on this property 
and they will advise the Board. 
 
Resolution: 13 - 101   Village of Montebello 
 
Title:  Clarification of Bayard Lane Street Name 
 

WHEREAS, Pablo A. Ramos, the Enhanced 9-1-1, coordinator of the County of 
Rockland, in a letter dated July 24, 2013, in order to “enhance a countywide address product 
developed by the Rockland County Planning, which serves to enhance emergency response”, 
requested that the Village Board clarify conflicts between “Bayard Lane South” and Bayard 
Lane North” directional signs, as compared with Assessor and File maps which contain no 
directional notations; and 
 

WHEREAS, Nancy J. Baker, Communications Specialist, Rockland County Enhanced 9-
1-1, Office of Emergency Services, likewise points out the discrepancy, whereby “residents are 
using Bayard Lane addresses...” but “... County and State listings indicates a North Bayard Lane 
and a South Bayard Lane”, and requests a Resolution to assume uniformity of records; and 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, after giving the matter due consideration, that the 
Village Board designates the relevant street names as follows: 
 

1. “Bayard Lane”, from its terminus on the northwest  with Haverstraw Road, (State 
Route 202) continuing through five changes of direction in a general southeasterly  
direction until its end; street addresses Nos. 6, 8, 12, 14, 16, 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 
25A, 25, 26, 27A, 27, 29, 29A, 32, 33, 34, 35, 37, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 46, and 48 
being on said street. 

 
2. “South Bayard Lane (or S. Bayard Lane)”, for the stub road projecting southerly 

at the second bend after Haverstraw Road, street addresses Nos. 2, 3, 9, and 11 
and being on said street. 

 
3. Given that no street No. is duplicated on one road segment versus the other, mail 

should continue to be delivered by street No. as it is now, irrespective which road 
is designated. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution as completed with the 
Clerk’s Certificate be sent to various agencies involved, including the Rockland County Planning 
Department, the County Office of Fire and Emergency Services, the U.S. Postal Service, and 
also to each household located on Bayard Lane and South Bayard Lane. 
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Second: Trustee Golden 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 13-102                   Village of Montebello 
 
Title:  Authorize Mayor to Execute CLG Contract  
 
 WHEREAS, by authority of Resolution No. 13-013, the Village Board approved the 
Historic Preservation Commission’s request that the Village apply for a Grant pursuant  to the 
State Historic Preservation Office’s (“SHPO”) administration of federal historic fund grants 
under the National Historic Preservation Act; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said Grant was approved, to sponsor a National Alliance of Preservation 
Commission’s  (“NAPC”), Commission Assistance and Mentoring Program (“CAMP”) in 
conjunction with the County as co-sponsor;  and   
 
 WHEREAS, the next step necessitates entering into a CLG Contract per the Application 
for a Project Training Agreement in conjunction with the County. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the Village of Montebello, is 
hereby authorized and directed to file the CLG Contract application for the CAMP Training 
Program in conjunction with the County, in the amount not to exceed $7,000, and upon approval 
of said request to enter into and execute a project training agreement with the National Alliance 
of Preservation Commission for such financial assistance to the  the Village of Montebello for 
the training class; it being anticipated that the Village will hold the CAMP on its premises, but 
with little or no cash outlay by the Village 
 
Motion: Trustee Golden 
  
Second: Deputy Mayor Millman  
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 13-103   Village of Montebello 
 
Title:  Approval of Minutes for August 21, 2013 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of  
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August 21, 2013 be and are hereby approved. 
 
Motion: Trustee Golden    Abstain:  Deputy Mayor Millman 
  
Second: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried. 
 
Resolution: 13-104        Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Accept Shade Tree Easement for the Fried Subdivision  
 
 WHEREAS, the approval of the Fried Subdivision included the gratuitous granting to the 
Village of a Shade Tree Easement and a Road Widening Strip on the westerly side of Spook 
Rock Road, in the vicinity of Marget Ann Lane, and last month the Village Board accepted 
dedication of the road widening strip; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the village had been holding the dedication papers associated with the 
foregoing easement; and 
 

WHEREAS, in furtherance of the final subdivision plan entitled “Fried Subdivision” as 
finally approved by the Planning Board in October 2011, an agreement dated January 11, 2011, 
(“Shade Tree Easement Agreement”), dated the same, was irrevocably offered to the Village of 
Montebello, whereby the Village could accept dedication of a shade tree easement along the 
westerly side of Spook Rock Road, representing tax lots 41.17-1-65.1 and 41.17-1-65.2, all as 
which were particularly set forth in said Shade Tree Easement dated January 11, 2011,  
referenced as of set forth hereinafter in its entirety, a true copy of which shall be appended to the 
minutes hereof; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it appears reasonable and prudent that such easement dedication be accepted 
for the purposes as aforedescribed. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Dedication be and hereby are accepted, and 
said easement to be added to the Village’s real property, subject to the following: 
 
 1. Updated title insurance policy in a form acceptable to the Village Attorney and 

the Assistant Village Attorney assigned to the Planning Board. 
 

2. Updated deed, TP-584 Transfer Tax Return form and RP-5217 Real Property 
Transfer Report form as deemed necessary by the Village Attorney and Assistant 
Village Attorney assigned to the Planning Board. 

 
3. Said easement to be held by the Village for general municipal purposes 
 
 

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo 
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Second: Deputy Mayor Millman  
 

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 13-105                 Village of Montebello 
 
Title:   Schedule Public Hearing – Proposed Local Law to Override the Tax Levy Limit 
 
 WHEREAS, as a consequence of the tax levy limit imposed by General Municipal Law 
("GML") §3-c, such permits adoption of a Local Law authorizing a Local government’s 
governing body to override the property tax cap for the coming fiscal year by a vote of 60% of 
said governing body in case the need arises to increase the levy above the tax levy limit. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that a Public Hearing be held on October 16, 2013, 
at 8:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider adopting a Local Law 
lifting the tax levy limit pursuant to GML §3-c, thus creating that option should the Village 
Board determines such to be necessary in adopting a budget and associated tax levy for calendar 
year 2014.   
 
Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman 
 
Second: Trustee Golden 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 13-106   Village of Montebello 
 

   Title:  Declare Vacancy and Appoint Member to Zoning Board of Appeals  
 

WHEREAS, at the Zoning Board meeting held on July 19, 2013, member James Tanner 
informed the Clerk to the Boards and the Deputy Village Attorney, Ira Emanuel, that he no 
longer resides within the Village; and 

 
WHEREAS, Mr. Emanuel advised Mr. Tanner that he could no longer serve as a member 

of the Zoning Board of Appeals and should notify the Village Clerk and submit a letter of 
resignation;  
 

WHEREAS, to date no letter of resignation has been received and the Village Clerk has 
made attempts to contact Mr. Tanner via email because all telephone contact numbers have been 
disconnected and there has been no response. 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, irrespective whether or not a letter has been 

received, by operation of law and fact that the seat on the Zoning Board of Appeals held by 
James Tanner be declared vacant effective immediately; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, at the recommendation of the Mayor, that Scott 
Goldstein residing at 615 Haverstraw Road be appointed to fill the vacated seat for the remaining 
term to expire in April 2015; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Mr. Tanner is hereby thanked for his years of good 

service on the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
    

Motion:  Trustee Sorrillo   
 
Second: Deputy Mayor Millman 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 13-107        Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Possible Cell Tower Site Lease by Verizon 
  
 WHEREAS, Verizon Wireless, via Tectonic, in a letter dated July 23, 2013,  has offered 
to lease space on the grounds of Village property located at 250 Spook Rock Road, to facilitate 
installation and use for a wireless telecommunications facility; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said location represents a small portion (12’X20’ equipment shelter and 10’ 
X 12’ generator pad) of the 12 acre parcel comprising the Warren E. Berbit Nature Preserve, 
formerly known as the Warren E. Berbit Park; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the location of the proposed facility would be at an obscure and hidden 
portion of the Preserve, with little or no likely adverse impact upon same or on the neighbors, 
and the lease of same as proposed, over an initial 5 year term with four additional five year 
terms, starts at a revenue of $21,600.00 annually in the first five years, increasing in each five 
year cycle, presenting a cumulative income over all years of $686,107.51; and 
 
 WHEREAS, given that the location is owned by the Village for parks purposes, this 
potential variation of use for a small portion may require approval by an act of the NYS 
Legislature; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there is sufficient interest to warrant the commencement of negotiations 
with Verizon, and investigation of whether an act of the Legislature would be necessary and, if 
so, commencing the process associated with same. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that an expression of interest be made to Verizon 
through Tectonics to commence negotiations on a potential lease, as well as to obtain from 
Verizon, as offered, a memorandum of law on the subject of whether an act of the Legislature 
would be required in the circumstances; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that steps be taken with our local state representatives to 
alert them to the possible need to enact legislation which may be necessary to effectuate such a 
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use change on a small portion of the Preserve, and to commence those steps in anticipation of 
such being determined as necessary. 
 
Motion: Trustee Golden 
 
Second: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
The Mayor showed the Board a map of the parcel where the tower is proposed.  There is a sewer 
easement that has a cleared grass road that will be used for vehicles to access the general area, 
but they will need to clear a path from where that area ends to the site area where the pad will be 
laid, probably lay gravel for their trucks to ride on, which will need Village Board approval.  A 
few trees probably need to be cleared in order to service this area in the future as well.  The 
tower will be 30 feet high above the tree line, but being that far back off the road you will not see 
it, he recommended everyone visit the site to see for themselves that in no way this tower will be 
able to be seen from Spook Rock Road. 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 13-108         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Vacation Time for Clerk Typist (PT) 
 
 WHEREAS, Deborah Miceli has been a loyal, dedicated employee of the Village for 25 
years, as of November,  and presently is entitled to 2 weeks paid vacation based upon the days 
and hours she works (17 hours per week); and 
 
 WHEREAS, she has requested an additional week of vacation time annually and the 
Board is in favor of granting such request in these circumstances. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Deborah Miceli be granted an additional week 
of vacation time (17 hours) effective immediately based upon her lengthy employment with the 
Village, and Personnel Policy to be considered as amended that less than full time clerical staff 
who have served the village continuously for 25 years be entitled to three weeks of vacation per 
year (a week’s pay being understood to be based upon their part time hours)  
  
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Second: Trustee Golden 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 13-109   Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims 
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 BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated September 18, 2013, and 
totaling $164,657.32 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid. 
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo     
 
Second: Deputy Mayor Millman 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 13-110                   Village of Montebello 

Title:  Property Maintenance -2 Tanchak Court  

 WHEREAS, the Building Inspector reported in his email memorandum dated September 
9, 2013 that the premises located at 2 Tanchak Court, Section 40.20 Block 1 and Lot 13.1, has a 
broken hasp on the pool gate and that the small garage door has been forced open thereby 
breaking the hasp and damaging the door itself, and that the sliding door and basement doors 
were open leaving the house insecure; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Building Inspector further reports in his email memorandum dated 
September 11, 2013, that the property which is without power and vacant, also exhibits an 
extreme mold condition due to which he has requested an inspection by the Rockland County 
Health Department; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the Building Inspector reports that the home will need one sheet of plywood 
to cover the broken garage door, and miscellaneous pieces to secure the pool gate at the rear and 
lumber to secure the rear sliding door, and other doors, which is a short term solution for health 
and safety, and may need some gutter work to help control the mold problem; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Building Inspector, in a follow-up Memorandum dated 9/17/13, with 
attachments thereto, including a communication with the mortgage company, a report from the 
Rockland County Department of Health dated 9/17/13, a report from the Ramapo Police 
Department dated 9/12/13 with attached incident report, a series of photographs, and the original 
Building Inspector report of 9/09/13, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, true copies of which 
shall be appended to the Minutes hereof, confirmed that the door next to the garage door, the 
sliding door and the pool gate needed to be secured, as did the basement door, and that there is 
standing water and mold in the basement; and  
 

WHEREAS, by virtue of Village Board, Resolution No. (s) 11-088, 11-102, 11-105, 11-
110, 12-063, actions were taken and declarations were made with respect to the condition of the 
property; and 
   

WHEREAS, such conditions referenced herein appear to violate §132-17 of the Village 
Code and §304.2 of the New York State Property Maintenance Code, in addition to the other 
violations already determined to exist. 
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, in furtherance of the prior Resolutions and light of 
the latest issues, that the work necessary to secure the premises and pool area in the interest of 
public safety, and to possibly reduce the mold problems by fixing downed gutters and water 
sources, as was immediately done on an emergency basis, plus any additional work to address  
these issues, total estimate cost not to exceed about $5,000.00, shall be done, or is ratified and 
approved to the extent already done, and notice of the costs and a bill be sent to any owners or 
lenders on record, and if unpaid, such to be levied against the property to be paid as with real 
property taxes, as with prior expenses similarly incurred.  

 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo  
 
Second: Deputy Mayor Millman 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
The next agenda item was a Resolution for a new copier lease agreement.  The Village 
Clerk/Treasurer requested that the Board table the Resolution until next month as she is still 
negotiating with one company. 
 
At the request of the Village Engineer another Resolution was added to the agenda to reject the 
bids received for the dam repair work in Gorman Ponds Park and direct the Village Engineer to 
investigate and evaluate the bid specifications in an effort to scale back the cost of the project. 
 
Resolution: 13-111         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Re-Bid Dam Repair 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, per the report dated September 18, 2013 of the Village Engineer, 
and his recommendation therein, given that the bids on the Ponds 5 dam repair greatly exceeded 
funding and expectations, that the following actions be taken:  
 

1. That the bid shall not be awarded and that the bid deposits shall be returned. 
 

2. That the Village Engineer shall investigate and evaluate the Bid Specifications in 
order to bring the bids down to meet expectations, while still accomplishing the 
intended result. 

 
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Second: Trustee Golden 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Public Comment:  No one wished to speak. 
 



15 
 

Old and New Business: 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman requested “No Parking” signs be hung around the Village Hall parking 
lot to notify people not to park in the lot during the Montebello Day weekend.  
 
Mayor Oppenheim advised that a speed hump application was submitted from a resident on 
Mayer Drive requesting speed humps between East Mayer and Victory Drive.  The Village 
Attorney has not had an opportunity to review the application to make sure that it meets the 
signature requirements.  
 
The Board requested that the Village Clerk forward the application to the Village Engineer for 
his review and recommendation. 
 
At 10:10 p.m. Trustee Sorrillo made a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss pending 
litigation, seconded by Deputy Mayor Millman.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
At 10:22 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded by 
Trustee Sorrillo.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Sorrillo.  Upon vote, the 
motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 10:23 p.m. 
 
 
 


