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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF 
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 17, 2013 AT THE MONTEBELLO 
COMMUNITY CENTER.  THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 8:07 P.M. 
FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
 
 
 Present:  Jeffrey Oppenheim  Mayor 
    Lance N. Millman  Deputy Mayor 
    Steven A. Sorrillo  Trustee 
    Stacy Caridi   Trustee 
    Melanie Golden  Trustee 
  
            Others Present: Warren Berbit   Village Attorney 
    

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer 
 
Mayor’s Report: 
 
Mayor Oppenheim began his report by announcing that the summer concert was the most 
successful event ever with well over one hundred attendees.  Three vendors were present selling 
goods, the band played overtime and people asked to hold them every month. 
 
Regarding the tree cuttings on the Village Hall property, Belleville Landscaping made an error 
and removed a tree that was not supposed to come down, although it was clearly communicated 
what trees were to be removed.  Belleville will replace the tree with a specialty pine.   It was also 
noted that the stumps need to be grinded down. 
 
The Board members commented on the markings for the road work that was recently completed 
on Mile Road that they were terrible.  The Mayor commented on the lack of work being done by 
the Town and County regarding repair of pot holes.  Mayor Oppenheim spoke to Tony Sharan, 
Town of Ramapo Superintendent of Highways regarding crack filling the roads in the Pines 
neighborhood.  That will be done in early fall when the weather cools down. 
 
The Mayor requested the Village Clerk notify the Town of Ramapo Highway Department 
regarding the potholes and over-growth along Village roads. Mile Road is in very bad shape. 
Issues regarding liability were discussed on roadways that are owned by the County and State. 
Discussion ensued regarding how much time the Town has to make repairs on village roadways. 
Attorney Berbit responded the Town has 30 days to make repairs.  
 
Discussion regarding receiving complaints about pot holes on the Village’s Facebook page. 
General Code concurred with the opinion of the Village Attorney that receiving complaints via 
email would be appropriate, but they do not recommend Facebook notification. 
 
The Mayor recommended letting residents send in complaints via email directly to the Village 
Clerk. 
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Mayor Oppenheim announced that the surplus chairs at the Community Center have been posted 
on Craig’s List and the Village’s web site. 
 
Trustee Golden gave an update on the Rain Garden noting that all of the plantings have been 
installed and the Rain Garden is complete.  Mary Hegerty from the RC Soil and Conservation 
District visited the Village Hall grounds and was very impressed with all of the Village’s green 
initiatives.  They want to donate a rain barrel. 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman advised that you need the run off from the gutter for the rain barrel and 
we really don’t have a location for it. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim reported that the Village’s Planning Consultant should have the revised sign 
law to the Boards within the next 7 to 10 days. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim also reported that Mr. Sheridan from Spectra Energy has been in contact and 
advised that Algonquin Gas has agreed to move the gate entrance to the pipeline on Regis Court. 
 
Dr. Gottlieb/Gramercy Pain Management has requested a one year renewal on the office space 
lease with the Village. 
 
The Mayor reported that he sent a letter to the residents abutting the parkland on Senator Levy 
Drive regarding their landscapers dumping debris on the parkland. 
 
The Village Attorney has sent another letter to Mr. Bergstol’s counsel, Mr. Haspel, with a strong 
request that his client complete the requirements of his subdivision approval and put the final 
wearing course on Grist Mill and Sousa Lane. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim informed everyone that a decision and order was received from the Supreme 
Court regarding  547 Haverstraw Road.  The Village prevailed and the homeowner must remove 
the illegal conversion. 
 
Trustee Golden noted that she attempted to attend the meeting held with Assemblywoman Jaffee 
regarding the TZ Bridge/bus rapid transit but the meeting time was changed and she and others 
were not notified. 
 
The next agenda item was Parks Commission business: no one from the Parks Commission was 
present. 
 
Public Comment:  no one wished to speak. 
 
Resolution: 13-089   Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Approval of Minutes for June 19, 2013 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of June 
19, 2013 be and are hereby approved. 
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Motion: Trustee Sorrillo  
  
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 13-090         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Dr. Scott Gottlieb d/b/a/ Gramercy Pain Management- 
 Lease Modification and Extension Agreement 
  
 WHEREAS, the lease as extended between the Village of Montebello and  Dr. Scott 
Gottlieb-Gramercy Pain Management, LLC, for the two-story office portion of 350 Haverstraw 
Road, expires September 30, 2013; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the parties have negotiated a one-year Extension Agreement through 
September 14, 2014 at a 3% rent increase, all as more particularly set forth in a Lease Extension 
and Modification Agreement, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be 
appended to the Minutes hereof; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said Lease Extension appears reasonable and prudent, and benefits the 
Village in amortizing the cost of the Montebello Community Center. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that authority be and hereby is granted to enter into 
said Lease Extension and Modification Agreement, and the Mayor, or in his absence the Deputy 
Mayor, is authorized to execute same for the Village. 
 
Motion: Trustee Golden   
 
Second: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 13-091         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Renewal of Steve’s Lawns Tree Removal License 
  
 WHEREAS, Steve’s Lawns Tree Removal License which had  been suspended, was 
temporarily renewed by virtue of Resolution No. 13-033 adopted on April 17, 2013, in 
anticipation of, and subject to the implementation of a tree mitigation plan at 2 Bogey Place; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Engineer, in his memo dated July 11, 2013, reports that the tree 
mitigation work has been completed and is acceptable. 
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 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED in furtherance of the intent of the Village Board as 
expressed in the above Resolution, that the Tree Removal License of Steve’s Lawns is reinstated 
without limitation. 
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo  
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 13-092                   Village of Montebello 
 
Title:   Repair and Maintenance of Village Hall Gutters 
 
 WHEREAS, the gutters on the Village Hall roof, especially to the rear, are in a failed or 
failing condition representing an eyesore and potential hazard, having caused the Village Clerk 
to solicit proposals to repair or replace same; and 
 
 WHEREAS, three proposals were received as follows, true copies to be appended hereto:   
 

1. Superior Seamless Gutters, New City, NY, Install 6” white gutter and clean 
out gutters and replace all sections.  $ 750.00 

 
2. A & J Reliable Inc., Spring Valley, NY, remove and replace rear damaged 6” 

gutter and replace with 6” seamless white heavy gauge gutter with hidden 
hangers 16” on center. Install 2 new 4” leader heads at tricky rear lower area. 
Re-secure front upper gutter and install new elbows where they drain to 
lowers, clean gutters and leaders, and remove all job related debris $1,260.00 

 
3. A-1 Affordable Construction, Inc., Clifton, NJ., Change broken gutter and 

corners, clean and reset all gutters and leaders, seal corners where needed, add 
and change smashed leaders where needed and add new drain boxes 

                           $2,200.00  
     ;and 

 
 WHEREAS, upon discussion, the Village Board decided to contract with Superior 
Seamless Gutters to make the aforesaid repairs at a cost of $750.00, and given the cost involved, 
there is no reason or need to engage in a formal bidding process. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village enter into the aforesaid agreement 
with Superior Seamless Gutters for the repair or replacement of gutters at the Village Hall, and 
that the associated sum of $750.00 is authorized to be expended, all as more particularly set forth 
in the associated proposal, subject to adding to the contract a detailed description of all work to 
be done, as per the list attached hereto as a part hereof.  
 
Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman 
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Second: Trustee Golden  
 
Discussion: 
 
The Board members discussed the missing detailed description of work of the lowest proposal.  
The Village Clerk assured them that she had discussed the description of work with him and he 
agreed to complete everything for that price.  A detailed description will be attached to the 
Resolution. 
  
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 13-093   Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated July 17, 2013, and 
totaling $118,992.88 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid. 
 
Motion: Trustee Golden    
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 13-094         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: County Road Widening of Grandview (vicinity Weinberger subdivision) 
 
 WHEREAS, the approval of the Weinberger Subdivision included the gratuitous    
granting to the Village of a 24,590 square foot road widening strip on the southerly side of 
Grandview Avenue, vicinity of Magnolia Street; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village had been holding the dedication papers associated with the 
foregoing strip; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County advised that it is about to embark upon widening Grandview 
Avenue in the vicinity, and therefore has requested the granting of the strip to it; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Ira M. Emanuel, the Assistant Village Attorney assigned to the Planning 
Board has reviewed the dedication instruments, and recommends as the simplest course of action 
in light of the aging of the documents, and the ultimate need to transfer the deed to the County , 
that the developer have prepared a new deed directly to the County, including all associated 
instruments necessary to directly transfer title to the County, and that such be effectuated by, as 
and between respective counsel to the developer and the County; and 
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 WHEREAS, the road widening strip was intended all along to deal with the contingency 
that the County may wish to widen or improve Grandview Avenue. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that, in order to facilitate transfer of the aforesaid 
road widening strip to the County of Rockland for the purposes of widening and improving 
Grandview Avenue, which was the original intent of the Village in purporting to accept 
dedication, that the Village Board hereby decides as follows: 
 

1. That it hereby grants any rights, entitlements and interests that the Village  may have 
in said road widening strip to the County of Rockland for the purpose of widening 
and improving of Grandview Avenue in the vicinity of Magnolia Street. 

 
2. That this said grant carries with it release of the obligation of the developer to grant 

said strip to the Village, provided dedication of said strip be made to the County of 
Rockland to its satisfaction for road widening and improvement purposes, as 
aforesaid. 

 
 
Motion: Trustee Caridi 
 
Second: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Public Comment:  no one wished to speak. 
 
Old and New Business: 
 
Trustee Sorrillo stated that he has been approached by residents asking about a law to control 
defecation by pets on the roadways. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim responded that the Village does not have such a law in place. 
 
The Village Attorney noted that this has been brought up in the past but that there is not an 
effective way to enforce this type of law. 
  
Trustee Sorrillo agreed that enforcement would be difficult. 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman suggested notifying the public via the Village’s web site and Facebook 
page to clean up after their pets. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim briefly discussed Mr. Amona’s request that came before the Board last month 
regarding combining the barn property and the main house property, and developing another lot.  
The Mayor reiterated that there must be a benefit to the Village and he wants to hear from the 
residents in that area.   The Village Clerk mentioned that Mr. Amona was in the office the other 
day and stated that he is now looking at splitting one of the back lots. 
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The Village Clerk advised the Board that the Village insurance renewal is coming up and she 
expects to have quotes for the next meeting.  The present insurer, Praetorian, will not renew 
because of excessive claims.  The Board requested that our broker, Mr. Salerno, attend the next 
meeting. 
 
The Village Clerk also advised that the auditors should be presenting their report at the next 
meeting.  
 
Parks Commissioner, Amy Rapoport submitted dates for the Eagle Scout ceremony for the 
Board’s consideration.  The Board members are comfortable with any weekend date. 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Sorrillo.  Upon vote, the 
motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 9:13 p.m. 


