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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF 
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 2013 AT THE MONTEBELLO 
COMMUNITY CENTER.  THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 8:00 P.M. 
FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
 
 
 Present:  Jeffrey Oppenheim  Mayor 
    Lance N. Millman  Deputy Mayor 
    Steven A. Sorrillo  Trustee 
    Stacy Caridi   Trustee 
    Melanie Golden  Trustee 
  
            Others Present: Warren Berbit   Village Attorney 
    

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer 
 
Mayor’s Report: 
 
Mayor Oppenheim began his report by announcing that he and the Trustees just returned from 
being honored by the Rockland County Environmental Council with the first ever “Green 
Award”.  The Council recognized Montebello’s environmental efforts of installing solar panels, 
the electric car charging station, the organic community garden and the soon to be installed rain 
garden. 
 
The Mayor advised that the crash gate at Canterbury Lane that was stolen has been replaced. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim spoke about the wonderful Memorial Day remembrance ceremony the 
Village held and what a phenomenal speaker Medal of Honor recipient, Paul Bucha was.  The 
Mayor noted that the speech is on the Village’s Facebook page. 
 
The village received a letter of acknowledgement regarding our Resolution supporting an issues 
conference with regard to the desalination plant. 
 
The Village has again requested that Orange and Rockland replace 11 mercury streetlight bulbs 
to sodium vapor.  We are allowed to replace 2% annually at no cost. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim advised that he met with Assemblywoman Ellen Jaffee regarding local 
concerns for the bus rapid transit for the new Tappan Zee Bridge. He discussed his idea to 
implement Exit X to help alleviate heavy congestion of traffic on Airmont Road. 
 
The Mayor gave an update on the Montebello Road Bridge project: The Rockland County 
legislature authorized the bidding and eminent domain process for the replacement of the 
Montebello Road Bridge. That will take place this summer.  Demolition of the existing bridge is 
expected this fall.  Installation of the new bridge is scheduled for 2014. The lines of 
communication will be kept flowing. 
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There are six vacant properties in Montebello with chronic ongoing property maintenance issues.  
The Village has taken steps to ensure these properties are maintained.  All six properties have 
been mowed and are secure.  The fees for maintaining these properties are levied against the 
property owners.  
 
Mayor Oppenheim advised that a meeting was held last week with the government affairs liaison 
from Spectra Energy, Mr. Sheridan. A number of residents from Regis Court have complained 
about vehicle access to the pipeline from Regis Court and there was a recent fire in the woods by 
the pipeline.  The gate that is supposed to block access to the pipeline serves absolutely no 
purpose in its present location.  The Mayor and Mr. Sheridan did a site visit and Mayor 
Oppenheim suggested moving the gate further up the access point and installing large boulders 
on the edge to assist in preventing access by unauthorized individuals.  Mr. Sheridan agreed that 
the problem does exist and that the Mayor’s suggestion seemed to be a solution.  Mr. Sheridan 
must go back to the company and get their approval first.  He advised that that would probably 
take 2 to 3 weeks but he would get back in touch with the Mayor regarding their decision. 
 
The Mayor noted that he is waiting to hear back from the Village’s Planning Consultant, Robert 
Geneslaw regarding revisions to the sign law that was workshopped with the Village Board and 
the Planning Board a few weeks ago. 
 
The Mayor announced that the Village will be having its annual summer concert on July 3rd, 
Dead on the Tracks, a Grateful Dead tribute band is scheduled to perform from 6:30 p.m. until 9 
p.m.  Attendees should bring blankets or lawn chairs. The event is posted on the Village’s 
Facebook page and the web site. 
 
Trustee Golden provided an update on the rain garden noting that the Village was approved for a 
$1,245.00 grant that will cover the cost for the plants, soil, mulch and the identification sign. 
Spence Engineering has donated their time with designing the garden. Belleville Landscaping 
will be doing all the labor installation for free with Girl Scout Troop #4070 assisting with the 
plantings. Cornell Cooperative will be doing a lot of the educational work. A master gardener 
from the Montebello Civic Association will be a liaison with the community. In the next 2 weeks 
the rain garden should be up and running.  
 
The summer newsletter will be going out within the next few days.  The concert announcement 
will be placed in the newsletter to avoid having to send out an additional postcard. 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman announced that the 42 community garden plots are up and running. The 
Daisy Brownie Troop is utilizing the food bank plots. Due to the nature of the garden being 
organic, there is a beetle/bug problem, one of the gardeners had 1500 ladybugs shipped in to put 
in the garden to try and resolve this problem. 
 
The Village Engineer has not met with the plumber yet to discuss hooking up to the sewer 
system at the Community Center. 
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Mayor Oppenheim noted that Joe Messina brought in a check for more than $8,000. He has been 
auditing our gross tax receipts and franchise receipts and is finding revenue that we should have 
received. He gets a percentage of monies recovered. 
 
There have been many, many complaints regarding potholes on County and State roads in the 
Village. Spook Rock Road looks like “the surface of the moon” as the Mayor put it. He has 
spoken to Skip Vezzetti, the County Highway Superintendent about this, as well as the 
resurfacing of the Airmont Road thruway overpass.  Mr. Vezzetti’s response was that his crews 
are busy working overtime to repair the roadways.  Trustee Sorrillo stated there is a small stretch 
of roadway from Spook Rock to Grandview which is extremely bad. This will be addressed with 
County Highway. Mayor Oppenheim has also spoken to Phil Tisi in Town Hall and Alden Wolfe 
at the Legislatures office, everyone wants the roads fixed, but sometimes the squeaky wheel gets 
the grease!   
 
At this time, Mayor Oppenheim gave a Happy Birthday shout out to Village Attorney Warren 
Berbit…noting that he has not reached triple digits yet. 
 
Trustee Caridi and Deputy Mayor Millman announced Montebello Day is September 22. Two 
bands are slated to play that have volunteered. The Town of Ramapo stage is confirmed. There is 
a lot to look forward to. 
 
Parks Commission Business: 
 
Mayor Oppenheim reported that there are ongoing issues with people who live adjacent to the 
Park with dumping piles of grass clippings and branches. The Mayor recommended sending a 
letter to everyone notifying them this is unacceptable. Trustee Golden advised that there is a 
section of fencing that is knocked down and ATV’s are still getting in through this opening. Ms. 
Golden would like the trail marked better before the fence is extended. The Parks Commission 
wants the fence continued, but there are questions regarding property ownership in that area. 
 
The Mayor would like to get a proposal on repairing the fencing that is knocked down. The 
Village Attorney stated the question is still open whether the area where the fence is knocked 
down is Village property or not. There is a title company working on this, but if they cannot 
figure it out a survey will have to be done.  
 
Deputy Mayor Millman suggested installing temporary construction fencing until the issue is 
resolved. This may look unsightly and offensive to the neighbors. Discussion on different types 
of fencing that can be used for this purpose. 
 
The Village is in receipt of two Tree City USA signs; the Mayor is reluctant to put up anymore 
signs, and suggested removing the “DIAL 911” sign on Airmont Road in the vicinity of Rella 
Blvd, and replacing with our sign on the same pole. He contacted the Town, County and State 
who all agreed Montebello could do what they wish. The sign will be removed and replaced with 
one of the Tree City signs. The Parks Commission will be responsible for choosing the other 
location for the second sign. 
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Trustee Golden stated there is a lot of dumping along the parkland and wondered if the village 
would put up “No Dumping” signs along Senator Levy Drive. Mayor Oppenheim stated the 
letter will be directed to the current residents abutting the park. There is and will be a fine 
imposed if someone is caught illegally dumping, they can also be charged with trespassing.   
 
Ms. Golden reported that a tree that had fallen straight down along the path in the park is still 
there, will it be removed?  A resolution will be offered later in the meeting to have this work 
done. 
 
The next agenda item was an informal proposal from developer Marsel Amona to combine Lots 
17 and 18 and subdivide Lot 1 of Fant Farm Lane. 
 
Mr. Amona explained to the Board that he would like the Board to consider his request to 
combine lots 17 and 18, one of which is a vacant building lot and the other the lot with the barn 
on it. Mr. Amona noted that to convert the barn to living space would require a major renovation 
and does not feel that the historic character could be maintained. Combining these lots would 
reduce the overall lot count by one which is why he would like to subdivide lot 1 and create a 
new lot for a new single family dwelling on the south side of Fant Farm Lane in the westerly 
portion of the 300 foot conservation overlay district.  The house would mimic the existing 
farmhouse and would not impede the viewshed.  He has already made this presentation to the 
Planning Board and some members were in agreement and some were not.   
 
Presently, Mr. Amona advised that he uses the barn for storage and he would not be gaining any 
additional lots with this proposal. 
 
Attorney Berbit reported on the memorandum from the Historic Preservation Commission, that 
they are completely against this proposal.   
 
Deputy Mayor Millman asked Mr. Amona how the Village would benefit if given approval for 
this proposal.  Mr. Amona responded that the aesthetics of the barn would stay the same. If the 
barn is converted to a home, the features would change drastically because it would have to 
conform to today’s building standards.  
 
Mayor Oppenheim reminded Mr. Amona about the time he once approached the Board with 
wanting to turn over ownership of the barn to the Village, subsequently this was never done. He 
also noted the increased value to the developer if the barn lot is combined. 
 
Trustee Caridi brought up when the Pines development went in, only a certain number of lots 
were allowed so some people purchased two lots in order to have larger properties. 
 
The Village Attorney advised that presently the barn lot is a separate lot to be converted into a 
single family dwelling.  There would be a covenant to preserve the barn structure if the Board 
granted this request.  
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Trustee Caridi asked if the barn has been maintained. The Village Attorney recommended the 
Village Engineer look at the condition of the barn and advise Mr. Amona on any 
repair/restoration work to eliminate long term deterioration.   
 
Mr. Amona responded that the Village Engineer and the Building Inspector have both inspected 
the condition of the barn.  
 
Deputy Mayor Millman said that what this all boils down to is justifying to the village residents 
what the result of the potential benefit is of giving the developer this approval. He felt that the 
developer is the one getting the greater benefit if this were to be approved. 
 
At this point in time, the Deputy Mayor stated the board is not saying no, but they are not saying 
yes to this proposal and that there has to be some type of understanding before making a 
decision. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim recommended the Board visit the property and try to vision the mirror image 
of the cottage.  
 
Trustee Sorrillo asked if there were any unsold lots in the back.  Mr. Amona responded that there 
are 4 lots unsold. 
 
The Village Attorney asked if there was a lot in back large enough to have 2 lots carved out of it?  
Mr. Amona responded possibly Lot 9 or10, but there are a lot of trees on the property and the 
lots abut the golf course.  
 
Mayor Oppenheim asked what was happening with the Minetto horse farm property across the 
street.  Mr. Amona stated he was under contract, but may have to walk away from that project.  
 
Mr. Amona thanked the Board members for their time and suggestions and will consider the 
back lots.  He also invited the Board members to visit the site and envision his proposal. 
 
Public Comment:  No one wished to speak. 
 
Resolution: 13-076   Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Approval of Minutes  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of May 
15, 2013 be and are hereby approved. 
 
Motion: Trustee Caridi  
  
Second: Trustee Golden 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
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Resolution: 13-077         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Lease Extension- Dr. Scott Gottlieb, Gramercy Pain Management 
  
 WHEREAS, the Lease Agreement between the Village and Dr. Scott Gottlieb, d/b/a 
Gramercy Pain Management, for the office portion of the premises located at 350 Haverstraw 
Road expires on July 31, 2013, and the Doctor had requested that such be extended 4-months, 
later reduced to 2 –months through September 30, 2013, and he also requested that the Renewal 
Option date be extended until July 31, 2013; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Trustees have no compunctions about accommodating the short lease 
extension, but do find as inadequate two-months from the Renewal Option Notice Date until the 
Lease termination date in order to re-rent the premises. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: 
 

1. That the lease be extended two-months until September 30, 2013. 
 
2. That the rental amount during the extended period reflect an increase of 3%, 

or a monthly rental amount of $4,654.00. 
 

3. That the Renewal Notice Date be extended until June 30, 2013, after which 
time the Village shall feel free to show the premises and enter into a lease to 
re-let the premises effective October 1, 2013. 

 
Motion: Trustee Golden  
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 13-078         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Amending AKRF Contract for Phase II 
 
 WHEREAS, the Agreement between the Village and AKRF for engineering services for 
Phase II of the improvement of Kathryn Gorman Ponds Park pertaining to the ponds has been 
clarified by a series of questions and responses, resulting in better coverage of the bid 
preparation and bidding review services by AKRF for an extra cost of about $3,000.00, and a 
clearer understanding of AKRF’s overall services and the cost thereof. 
 
 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, time being of the essence in order to timely apply 
algaecide to the ponds and to take samples of the silt in the areas of the pond for which dredging 
is planned, the information necessary to facilitate the final drawing of the Bid Specifications, that 
the Amendment to the Contractual Agreement between the Village and AKRF Engineering, 
dated June 4, 2013, referenced as if fully set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which is to be 
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attached to the Minutes hereof, be and hereby is accepted, and the Mayor authorized to sign same 
for the Village. 
  
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo  
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 13-079         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Removal of Tree- Kathryn Gorman Ponds Park 
 
 WHEREAS, a large tree fell across a trail in the Kathryn Gorman Ponds Park and after 
checking with the Town of Ramapo Highway Department and private contractors, the Village 
Clerk-Treasurer reports that the most expeditious and economical means to remove same is via a 
contract with Belleville Landscaping, Inc. at a cost of $750.00. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Belleville Landscaping Inc. be contracted with 
to remove said fallen tree at a cost not to exceed $750.00. 
  
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Second: Trustee Golden 
 
Trustee Golden advised that the tree will remain on the property once it is cut down. 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 13-080         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Authorization of Signage for the Rain Garden 
 
 WHEREAS, at the Board of Trustees meeting on April 17, 2013, approval was granted to 
move ahead with the construction of a Rain Garden at the Village Hall; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it was found appropriate to identify the Rain Garden with a sign depicting such, 
which enhances the educational benefit of the Garden; and   
 

WHEREAS, after proposals were sought, Hudson Valley Sign Studio, Inc. submitted a proposal 
dated April 29, 2013, a true copy of which is to be appended to the Minutes hereof, with a 
recommendation of two different types of signs as follows: 

 
1) a 12” x 28” single sided carved, 1.5” thick HDU sign, to read “RAIN GARDEN”, 

which would be installed on a painted post in the amount of $370.00 
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2) a 12” x 28” single sided painted/vinyl graphics 1.25” thick extira sign to read “ RAIN 
GARDEN”, which would be installed on a painted post, in the amount of $265.00; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, sign proposal version “1” is preferred; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Village was notified that the grant application for the rain garden was 

approved for $1000.00, including $875.00 for native plants, and the Village was advised to apply 
for the additional sum of $245.00 to cover the cost of the native plants, plus the sign ($875.00 + 
$370.00), and that the additional sum of $245.00 would be granted; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Village Clerk-Treasurer polled the Board members advising them of her 

information that the cost of the sign would be covered in full by the grant monies, and requested 
authorization for the sign to be ordered immediately in conjunction with the sign for the Daniel 
Beard Trail. 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, in the circumstances, that the Village Board being in 

favor of proposal # 1 as aforeferenced, hereby approves retroactively purchasing said sign from 
Hudson Valley Sign Studio, Inc. in the amount of $370.00, said sum to initially come from the 
Parks and Recreation Fund, with the expectation that such will ultimately be reimbursed by the 
grant, the time for the approval being of the essence due to the plan to schedule a dedication 
ceremony for the Daniel Beard Trail in the near future.  
 
Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman  
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
The next agenda item was a Resolution authorizing survey work in the Gorman Ponds Park. 
 
Resolution: 13-                 Village of Montebello 
 
Title:  Authorization for Survey in Gorman Ponds Park 
 
 WHEREAS, because of the dumping of leaves and debris in the Kathryn Gorman Ponds 
Park the Parks Commission has recommended that a gap in the fencing near 3 Brentwood be 
closed, thus necessitating that ownership of the property in the vicinity and the property line be 
ascertained before fencing can be installed; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Parks Commission members are all in agreement that if a title search 
proves insufficient to determine ownership and boundaries that a land survey should be done in 
the vicinity, at an estimated cost not to exceed $2,500.00. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Board finds this to be a prudent and necessary activity in the 
circumstances. 
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 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village is hereby authorized to expend an 
amount not to exceed $2,500.00 to have a survey done in the vicinity of Kathryn Gorman Ponds 
Park adjacent to 3 Brentwood, the funds to come from the Parks and Recreation Account, but 
only if a title search proves insufficient to definitively determine property lines in the vicinity of 
the gap near the subject fencing; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that whether and where to install fencing be determined 
once title is known, as well as the cost of such fencing. 
 
Motion: Trustee Golden  
  
Second:  Trustee Caridi 
 
Discussion:  The Board members discussed the price of having the survey done versus trying to 
figure out ownership through less expensive means.  The Village Attorney advised that he has a 
title company reviewing the property descriptions and suggested waiting to see what they come 
up with.   
 
Mayor Oppenheim suggested a compromise, waiting another month to see what the title search 
resolves. In the interim the Board should take a look at the area in the park. 
 
The consensus of the Board was to table the Resolution and the Board members should visit the 
area of the fencing to consider how they want to move forward. 
 
Trustee Golden made a motion to table the Resolution, seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, 
the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 13-081         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Disposal of Surplus Property - Meeting Room Chairs 
  
 WHEREAS, when the Village purchased the Montebello Community Center (“MCC”) 
from the Reformed Temple of Suffern, the sale included about 180 stackable used meeting room 
chairs in various states of repair; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village has been utilizing the chairs for its meetings as have permit 
holders who have rented the facility for various purposes, as has the Justice Court since its 
formation, such uses adding to the wear and tear on the chairs, such as worsening the seats and 
loosening the frames, as well as having added to the stains on the seats and back coverings of the 
chairs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as a consequence of the recommendations of the Village Clerk as supported 
by the Mayor, after effort expended to ascertain feasibility of cleaning and repairing the chairs 
proved ill-advised given the costs and potential result, the Board approved replacing the chairs, 
especially noting the additional use of the Community Center  as the Village Justice Court and 
the availability of grant monies to obtain proper seating for same, the conclusion also having 
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been drawn that the chairs had reached or exceeded their useful lives, with the old chairs 
declared as surplus, to be disposed of utilizing a means as required by law in the best interest of 
the public; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it appears reasonable to conclude that the chairs have little or no market 
value, thus not warranting the utilization of significant staff time in trying to market same, the 
value estimated at between zero and $10.00 per chair as a function of the condition of the chair; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, replacement chairs are on site as purchased through a grant from the Office 
of Court Administration for new chairs for the Justice Court courtroom, the Community Center 
also serving as same. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: 
 

1. That the stackable used MCC meeting room chairs are found to be and declared to be 
surplus property for the aforestated reasons. 

 
2. That although the chairs may have little or no value, that the Village Clerk-Treasurer is 

authorized to advertise the chairs on Craigslist or EBay, or the equivalent in her 
discretion, at a price of about $10.00 per chair, chairs to be picked up at the MCC. 

 
 

3. That the above selling process be continued as the Village Clerk-Treasurer may decide, 
for a period of approximately 30 days. 

 
4. After said approximate 30 day period expires, or as otherwise extended by the Village 

Clerk-Treasurer, the reasonable conclusion that should be drawn is that there is such 
diminished interest that as a practical matter there are no other buyers for the chairs. If it 
appears to Village Clerk-Treasurer that chairs will be left over she may offer to the 
village staff at $10.00 a chair, picked up at the MCC. 

 
5. That if any chairs or parts thereof remain after the above process is concluded such shall 

be deemed as valueless, and are hereby declared as such, to then be disposed of by the 
Village Clerk-Treasurer in her discretion, such as donation to a non-profit entity or 
entities, or disposed of as trash, or intact chairs stored should the seating needs at the 
Community Center ever exceed the number of new chairs, all as the Village Clerk-
Treasurer finds to be prudent.   

 
Motion: Trustee Caridi  
 
Second: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman wondered why the village staff had to wait to buy the chairs. Anyone 
should be able to buy them at any time to dispose of them faster.  Attorney Berbit stated it was to 
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avoid the possibility of collusion. Deputy Mayor Millman stated there is no collusion, the price 
was set.  Attorney Berbit gave examples of collusion in other instances. 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried 4 to 1 with Deputy Mayor Millman voting nay. 
 
Resolution: 13-082         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Property Maintenance – Several Properties 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to §132 of the Village Code and §302.4 of the New York State 
Property Maintenance Code, after Public Hearings, the Village Board found certain properties to 
be in violation of the aforesaid provisions, and ordered that maintenance be performed on the 
subject properties in the interest of health and safety and to avoid blight; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforesaid Public Hearings also resulted in determinations that the cost to 
the Village of performing maintenance on said properties, if unpaid, shall be imposed as liens 
against said properties, and that the cost of ongoing work, if any, be likewise imposed as liens 
upon said properties without the need to re-open the Public Hearings, said additional costs, 
including staff time, be imposed as liens by subsequent actions of the Village Board by 
Resolution from time to time; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Building Inspector reports that, generally, regular landscape 
maintenance has not been performed on several of these properties and that the properties have, 
thus, deteriorated in condition and are in continuing violation of the law as aforementioned, and 
that notice of these deficiencies has been given to no avail, in particular for the following 
properties: 
 
 Address Tax Lot # 
 

• One Cobblestone Farm Court  48.8-1-50 
• 8 Bruce Court    41.17-1-12 
• 5 Par Road    48.20-1-14 
• 196 Spook Rock Road   49.9-1-12 
• 2 Tanchak Court   40.20-1-13.1  ; and 

     
 

WHEREAS, the Village Clerk contacted the Village landscaper to perform said work on 
the various properties on an emergency basis because of their overgrown condition, time being 
of the essence, and has received individual billing for each property for the work performed, to 
be assessed against same, said work having been done for the initial cycle as set forth in an 
invoice for One Cobblestone dated 5/31/2013 in the amount of $425.00, and in a combined 
invoice for the other properties dated 6/15/2013 in the amount of $450.00 each for 5 Par, 2 
Tanchak, and 8 Bruce , and $550.00 for 196 Spook Rock Road, as confirmed by the Building 
Inspector in his Memorandum dated June 18, 2013, true copies of the invoices and said 
Memorandum to be appended to the Minutes hereof, as if set forth hereinafter; and 
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WHEREAS, the costs incurred to the Village thus far in these matters also included the 
following: 

 
Ø Building Inspector time (10 hrs. @ $61.60)        $ 616.00   

Ø Village Attorney time (1.5 hrs. @ $150.00)        $ 225.00 

Total:                  $841.00 
 

(to be apportioned one-fifth, or $168.20 per property) 
 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, for all reasons stated, as a continuation of the matters 
dealt with in the related Public Hearings, that said properties are found in continued violation, 
and that such landscape maintenance as performed initially by the Village as aforedescribed is 
hereby ratified and approved, as is ongoing monthly maintenances, as continuing to be needed, 
assuming such violations are not cured going forward as follows:  

 
 Address Initially  Thereafter Monthly  
 

• One Cobblestone Farm Court  $425.00 $150.00 
• 8 Bruce Court    $450.00 $150.00 
• 5 Par Road    $450.00 $150.00 
• 196 Spook Rock Road   $550.00 $150.00 
• 2 Tanchak Court   $450.00 $150.00, 

 
and, that if the Village is not reimbursed by the owners, that the costs, including the cost of staff 
time, be imposed as liens against the subject properties, to be collected with the tax levies.  
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo  
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Discussion: The $150 thereafter monthly is what the price will be after the initial clean-up is 
done. This is for basic mowing/maintenance if needed.  
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution:  13-083        Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Assistant Court Attendant 
 

WHEREAS, there has been times when the Court Attendant, Brian Downey, is unable to 
be present for court duties and has sent a substitute to perform in his place; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Court Attendant who has been filling in for Mr. Downey, James Barry 
Dunado also performs the function of Court Attendant for the Village of Airmont Justice Court, 
is qualified to perform such work. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that when the circumstance arise necessitating that   
the Asst. Court Attendant fill in, in the absence of the Court Attendant, that the Village Clerk-
Treasurer is hereby authorized to utilize the services of James Barry Dunado when circumstances 
require, to be compensated at the same rate of pay as Brian Downey, $12.00 per hour, on an as 
needed basis. 
 
Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman 
 
Second: Trustee Golden 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 13-084         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Amend Community Center Rental and Security Fees 
 
 WHEREAS, the fee and security deposit requirements for use of the Montebello 
Community Center were set approximately 3-4 years ago in the context of adopting the 
Montebello Community Center use form, and Guidelines, with the intention of revising same 
from time to time as seems justified as more experience was gained in the rental of the premises; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, now that a pattern of usage and use consequences has evolved, the Village 
Clerk-Treasurer recommends that the use fee and security deposit requirements be reviewed and 
that changes be considered, as follows: 
 
 Application/Rules and Requirements (13.)  
        Presently Recommended 

Use Fee (village resident/Village NFP*)  $50/hr. 
Use Fee (village FP**/Non-Village NFP*)  $100/hr. 
Security Deposit     $200          $500 

  
Alcohol Policy 
Additional Permit Fee     $250 
Additional Security Deposit    $500  

 
*Not-For-Profit 
** For Profit          ;and 
  
 THEREFORE, AFTER DUE DELIBERATION, the Use Fees and Security Deposits are 
amended as follows: 
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  For village non-profit based organization-first rental will be granted two (2) hours 
of rental for the one (1) hour rental fee of $50.00; security deposit for all rentals increased to 
$500.00. 
  
Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman  
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Discussion: Debra Mastroeni, the Village Clerk Treasurer stated the security deposit should 
definitely be increased to at least $500.00, for any use.  The security deposit is held then returned 
unless there is an issue.  The Board members discussed  not-for-profit use fees.  Trustee Sorrillo 
felt that not-for-profit organizations should pay the same fee as Village residents.  Mayor 
Oppenheim felt that political organizations renting the facility could increase the potential for 
more rentals through that visibility.  Trustee Golden felt that not-for-profits should not be 
charged as the library does not charge them.   
 
It was agreed by all to give first time Village resident not-for-profit users a one gratis hour, one 
time only and to raise the security deposit to $500.00 for all rentals. 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 13-085                 Village of Montebello 
 
Title:   Authorization for Village Hall Tree and Grounds Work  
 
 WHEREAS, after touring the Village Hall grounds, the Mayor and Village Clerk-
Treasurer propose that the following work needed to be done: 
 

1. Removal of tall, dead pine in vicinity of garden area. 
 
2. Removal of leaning pear tree overwhelming the front of Village Hall and replacement 

with equivalent, but smaller tree. 
 
3. Pruning or removal of spruce tree by the gazebo 
 
4. Pruning or removal of spruce tree by the flagpoles which obscures the view of the 

flags and announcement signs 
 
5. Re-grading, seeding and strawing the area disturbed by the water-line break, 

reflecting use of sod removed from rain garden area if possible; and 
 
WHEREAS, three proposals were sought with respect to the tree work, and a proposal 

was sought from the village’s landscaper, Belleville Landscaping, Inc., with respect to the lawn 
restoration work since such is an extra service, but consistent with the services it regularly 
supplies in maintaining the Village Hall grounds; and 

 
WHEREAS, since obtaining proposals the nature of the need has evolved; and 
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 WHEREAS, proposals were obtained with respect to the tree work, resulting in combined 
proposals received for the tree work, items 1. through 4.,  but adjusted due to  later evolution of 
needs, are as follows: 
 

1. Bill Reda Property Management Co, Inc.   
 

Remove pear tree (front of v/h)    $650.00 
Prune pear tree (front of v/h)     $550.00 
Remove dead pine (garden area) tree and flush cut  $850.00 
Prune blue spruce (by gazebo) only    $100.00 
Remove spruce (flagpole)     $225.00  

       
 

2. Bellville Landscaping, Inc. 
 

Remove pear tree (front of v/h)    $425.00 
Replacement of pear tree      $300.00 
Remove dead pine tree (garden area)    $475.00 
Remove spruce tree (flagpole)    $425.00 
Prune blue spruce (gazebo)                  n/c 
Remove blue spruce (gazebo)     $175.00 

 
                

3. Ira Wickes Arborists 
 

Remove pear tree, keep stump low (front of v/h)  $657.50 
Remove dead pine tree, keep stump low (garden area) $657.50 
Remove blue spruce tree (gazebo)    $530.00 
Prune blue spruce tree (gazebo) (assumed)   $405.00 
Remove spruce tree (flagpole     $530.00  

   ;and 
         
     
 WHEREAS, Belleville Landscaping Inc., proposed restoring the lawn area for $225.00, 
but such did not consider the benefit of utilizing the sod removed from the rain garden, which 
should reduce the price to about $150.00 according to the Village Engineer. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, after due deliberation by the Board, that the 
aforesaid tree work, items 1. through 3., understanding that the gazebo spruce is to be removed, 
be and hereby are approved for the reasons stated, and said work is to be performed by Belleville 
Landscaping, Inc., who submitted the most economical proposal, given also replacing the pear 
tree which was not priced by the other landscapers, whose prices exceed that of Belleville even 
though it included replacement of the tree at a total cost of $1,375.00; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the expenditure of $150.00 to restore the lawn area 
be and hereby is approved as an extra cost under the Village Hall landscaping contract with 



16 
 

Belleville Landscaping, Inc., assuming that Belleville is able to utilize the sod removed from the 
rain garden but, if not, then at an expenditure of $250.00, including soil, seed and straw is 
approved. 
 
Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman 
Second: Trustee Golden 

 
Deputy Mayor Millman walked the property with the Village Clerk. He agreed that the dead 
trees should be removed. The removal of the spruce trees by the gazebo and flagpole is not 
necessary.  There is no benefit to removing these trees when they are a problem only once a year, 
during the veteran’s ceremony and during a parks concert and pruning the tree half way up will 
look ridiculous.  
 
Mayor Oppenheim stated that the trees have overgrown the area in which they were planted.  
The band’s view will be obscured at the gazebo location.  The tree will get bigger with time, so 
this problem will only get worse, not better.  He agreed the pruning will look stupid.  
 
Discussion between Board members on the removal of these trees and the amount of concerts 
that the village has.  Trustee Caridi felt that you cannot see the beautiful gazebo when pulling 
into the parking lot because of the tree.  Deputy Mayor Millman felt this is not true, and 
suggested getting the Town stage and having the concert musicians play in that the few times we 
have them throughout the year. 
 
The Mayor is all for trees, and does not want to cut it down, but it should have never been 
planted there in the first place. He suggested moving it if possible, but it’s not feasible, it’s too 
costly.  
 
Deputy Mayor Millman prefers trimming the tree narrower, and thought it would be a huge 
mistake to remove this tree.   
 
Consensus from the Board is that the pear tree is damaging Village Hall and must be removed,  
the dead pine by the community garden is to be removed, the tree by the flagpole is to be kept, 
and the spruce tree by the gazebo is to be removed.  
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried. 
 
Resolution: 13-086   Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated June 19, 2013, and 
totaling $124,909.45 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid. 
 
Motion: Trustee Golden   
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
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Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
 
Resolution 13 -087 
  Village of Montebello 
Title: Uniform Notice of Claim Act 
 

WHEREAS, as reported by NYCOM in its memorandum dated June 17, 2013, the Notice 
of Claim Act (“the Act”) became effective January 15, 2013, amending the General Municipal 
Law by adding §53 thereto, to allow notice of claims against cities and villages to be served upon 
the N.Y. Secretary of State, who will forward the notice of claim to the individual designated by 
the city or village for such purpose; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to §53 the Village should by resolution approve the designation  of 
the individual to whom the Secretary of State shall mail the Notice of Claim, and file such 
certificate with the Secretary of State by July 15, 2013; and 
 

WHEREAS, failure to file such certificate will not invalidate the service of the Notice of 
Claim on the Secretary of State, but will negate the right of the village to receive one half of the 
filing fee of $250, and also will result in  no designation of the person with whom the forwarded 
Notice of Claim is to be filed, presumably, then, causing the sending to the village without a 
designee. 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the N.Y.  Secretary of State is hereby designated 
as the Village’s agent for service of Notices of Claim; that the Village Clerk-Treasurer, at the 
Montebello Village Hall, One Montebello Road, Montebello, NY, be named as the person to 
whom the Secretary of State shall forward Notices of Claim; and, that the period for filing such 
claim shall be 90 days as per GML§50-e, all in furtherance of §53 of the GML; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Certificate of Designation of Notice of Claim be 
completed as consistent with the above, and shall be filed with the Secretary of State on or before 
July 19, 2013. 
 
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Second: Trustee Caridi 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution: 13-088         Village of Montebello 
 
Title: Authorization for Sign Removal and Installation 
  
 WHEREAS, there is presently a “Dial 911“ sign on the east side of Airmont Road 
between the medical building and Rella Boulevard; and 
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 WHEREAS, there is an influx of signage along that section of roadway; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor has spoken with the Rockland County Highway Department and 
the NYS Department of Transportation seeking permission to have the 911 sign removed and the 
Tree City USA sign installed on that sign post if possible, and their response was favorable. 
 
 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Ramapo Highway Department is 
hereby authorized to remove the 911 sign and install the Tree City USA sign, utilizing the 
existing post if possible at a cost not to exceed $115.00. 
 
Motion: Trustee Caridi 
 
Second: Trustee Sorrillo 
 
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 
 
Public Comment:  No one wished to speak. 
 
Old and New Business: 
 
Amy Rapaport submitted a request to the Village Board to install a very nice temporary porta-
potty on Village Hall property for the summer concert goers, the gardeners and the people 
utilizing the playground. 
 
Trustee Sorrillo thought it was a nice idea. There was no further discussion on the matter. 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman stated the upper garden gate needs a new lock.  The Village Clerk will 
take of this. 
 
Mayor Oppenheim and the Board attended the Rockland County Environmental Awards 
Ceremony.  The Village received a plaque and a painting of Rockland Lake that will be hung in 
the Community Center. 
 
Trustee Golden discussed the ceremony for the Scouts to be honored in the fall that the Parks 
Commission is planning. 
 
Trustee Sorrillo noted that so many people are out walking and running and how dangerous it is 
for drivers having to swerve to avoid the pedestrians along the roads. 
 
Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Golden.  Upon vote, the 
motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 10:08 p.m. 
 
 
 


