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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2013 AT THE
MONTEBELLO COMMUNITY CENTER.  THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT
8:05 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

Present: Jeffrey Oppenheim Mayor
Lance N. Millman Deputy Mayor
Steven A. Sorrillo Trustee
Stacy Caridi Trustee
Melanie Golden Trustee

Others Present: Warren Berbit Village Attorney

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer

Mayor’s Report:

Mayor Oppenheim began his report with lots of good news! The Village has been awarded a
grant by the Office of Court Administration. Grant monies were applied for to obtain new
computers for the court, new chairs for the court room, and software applications.   The grant is
worth in excess of $10,000.00 of which approximately $7,300.00 will used to replace the chairs.
The Village will try and sell the existing chairs on Craig’s List.  The Mayor thanked the Village
Clerk/Treasurer for submitting the grant application.

A meeting was held with residents on January 16th, particularly residents of Coe Farm Road,
Grist Mill and the Pines regarding the recent burglaries in Montebello. The Mayor reported there
has been a significant arrest of gang leaders in Sparta, New Jersey.  The Mayor expressed his
appreciation of the on-going efforts of the police and all law enforcement agencies involved.

There was an article in the newspaper recently about the homes on Lake Road that are going to
be acquired by the Village. There will be a meeting with FEMA at Village Hall next week. Title
searches are being conducted, and this will be an ongoing drawn-out process. Our Fire Inspector,
Chris Kear has requested permission to allow the Tallman Fire Department to use the homes for
training purposes before they are demolished.  Members of the Board thought this was a great
idea, but that neighbors should be notified of what was going on before any training takes place.
The Village Clerk will also check to make sure FEMA does not have a problem with this.

There has been an ongoing conflict with the Village and tenants residing at 111 Montebello
Road. The Village sought an injunction with the Supreme Court and the tenants have agreed to
voluntarily leave the premises by March 1st. The prosecution against the homeowner is still on-
going in the Justice Court.

The Mayor noted that last week, he, Trustee Caridi and Trustee Sorrillo were on WRCR radio for
an hour discussing Village issues. The airtime was sponsored by Raymour & Flanigan.
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Mayor Oppenheim notified the Board that Suffern Middle School is erecting a LED sign at the
entrance to the school, across from the entrance to Ramapo Cirque.  He has spoken to Craig
Long about this, who is a member of the school board. The school district is not subject to the
Village’s zoning codes. The Mayor also spoke with Suffern’s Mayor, Dagan LaCorte and
suggested he speak with the school board about the sign being kept on only during daylight hours
because the Cirque is located in Suffern and his residents will be affected by this sign.  He is
certain the Village will receive complaints once this sign goes up, and the Village has no control
over it.

Deputy Mayor Millman mentioned the monstrosity of a shed that was built on the school
property right along Hemion Road by the field.  He also expects the Village to receive a lot of
calls once the sign goes up.

The local Girl Scout Troop #40502 has requested a plot in the Community Garden. The Mayor
deferred this to the Deputy Mayor who will make the decision to give them a space.  He stated it
will be discussed, but noting that the leader of the troop does not live in Montebello, it would
matter whether and how many of the girl scouts currently live in Montebello.  Montebello
Elementary School had requested a plot in the past, and it came down to the students not living
in the village. Some people who currently have plots have concerns because the cost to run the
garden is incurred by Montebello residents. Mayor Oppenheim will leave the decision up to the
Deputy Mayor, but felt if there are empty plots they should be shared, possibly have the Scouts
sponsor the Food Bank plots.

Assemblywoman Ellen Jaffee notified the Village to ask if they would like to submit a request
for a member item. The Village Clerk/Treasurer thought it would be a great idea to request
monies to install a back-up generator at Village Hall. When the power goes out for long periods
of time, Village Hall has to close.

The Mayor reminded everyone there will be a meeting with representatives from the County
Highway Department and County Legislatures regarding the Montebello Road Bridge
replacement on Tuesday, February 26th  at 8 p.m. at the Community Center. A decision has been
reached on the design plan they are going to utilize. Letters were sent out to residents and
notification was posted on the website.

The Mayor reported that the title report was received for 196 Spook Rock Road, which is an
abandoned parcel. There are substantial taxes and liens due. The Building Inspector in
coordination with the Village Attorney can now post the Certificate of Abandonment and start
the process.

The design for the dam repair work in the Gorman Ponds Park is being completed and the
Village will be able to go out to bid on this project soon.

The streetlight on Vivien Place that was removed by Orange and Rockland has been reinstalled.
The streetlight bulb replacement upgrades have also been completed.
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There are abandoned properties in addition to the 196 Spook Rock Road property.  One being
located at 8 Bruce Court, one at 14 Charnwood, which will have to be addressed again because it
is not being properly maintained, there is one on Par Road, North Airmont Road. Each of these
properties are being monitored closely by the Building Inspector.

Congresswoman Nita Lowey sent a letter requesting feedback regarding the village’s needs in
regard to the $60 million federal assistance packet passed by congress for Hurricane Sandy. The
Mayor asked members for any input. The Village applied for funds to cover the costs of tree
removals from FEMA.

Trustee Caridi asked about the roads that were damaged during the snow storm. The Village
Clerk responded that the potholes will be filled and the berms repaired by the Highway
Department in the spring.

Mayor Oppenheim advised that Steve’s Lawns has requested another adjournment until next
month.

An invitation to all Board members was received to attend the Sacred Heart Parish Festival in
Suffern. The event will be held from April 14th  through April 18th.

A letter was received from NYSERDA. The village is a “climate smart” community. They are
launching a program to provide technical assistance to all the different regions, including ours.
One thing we may look into is the possibility of illuminating the Gorman Ponds Park parking lot
with a streetlight powered by solar electricity. The cost for a decent light fixture would be about
4-5 thousand dollars.  This may be something that could be paid for with grant monies.  The
Mayor will do more research and advised possibly seeking another member item from
Assemblywoman Jaffee. There have been complaints that the parking lot is too dark. Deputy
Mayor Millman is concerned with light polluting an area that is supposed to be a natural area.
The Mayor was more concerned with cars parking in the dark lot and creating mischief. It is just
a thought, there is no electricity in that area, so it would not be able to be done any other way,
but solar powered.

Marvin Nyman, the Village’s financial consultant has submitted an audit of the court. Proper
reconciliation was conducted of all receipts. The Board members have been given the report and
must accept the report by Resolution.  The report is then sent to the state comptroller’s office.
The Justice Court will have a mandatory audit every year.

Lastly, a letter was written to Gov. Cuomo and leaders of the Assembly and Senate regarding a
proposed bill that would limit the ability for traffic tickets (moving violations) to be plea
bargained at the local municipal level. This would be problematic for a court such as ours which
relies on revenue. Most of the money goes to Albany instead of us for moving violations such as
speeding tickets.  There is no good reason to support this.

Public Comment:  No one wished to speak.
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The next agenda item was a continuation of a Public Hearing pursuant to Section 132-17 of the
Village Code and Section 304.11 and 301.3 of the NYS Property Maintenance Code.

The Building Inspector submitted a memo to the Board members requesting that the matter
remain open for another month to allow him additional time to try and get compliance from the
responsible banking institution.

Resolution: 13-015 Village of Montebello

Title: 14 Charnwood Property Maintenance

WHEREAS, at the open of the Property Maintenance Hearing re: 14 Charnwood Drive
on January 16, 2013, the Building Inspector noted substantial work dealing with the maintenance
issues, and therefore recommended continuing the hearing with the possible intent of ending
same once the extent of the work and condition of the property and structure were better
understood; and

WHEREAS, in his memorandum dated February 19, 2013, and attached pictures,
referenced as set forth hereinafter, true copies of which shall be appended to the minutes hereof,
the Building Inspector notes some remaining open issues and, as a consequence, recommends
that “the matter remain open another month as we seek resolution of the property maintenance
issues via the Bank.”

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as recommended by the Building Inspector for the
foregoing reasons, that the public hearing be continued until the March 20, 2013, Regular
Meeting of the Village Board while he attempts to resolve open maintenance issues via the bank,
Financial Freedom Funding Corp./ Property Preservation, P.O. Box 85400, Austin Texas, 78708

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Mayor Oppenheim stated that the owner is no longer there, the property is vacant, the bank in
this case is a reverse mortgage company, they have made some repairs but there are a lot of open
issues.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 13-016  Village of Montebello

Title: Adjourn Hearing of Steve Slackman/ Steve’s Lawns

WHEREAS, a Hearing to consider the appeal of Steve’s Lawns to the revocation of its
tree removal contractor’s license pursuant to Village Code §176.7(G) was scheduled for this
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meeting, as previously adjourned at the appellant’s request per Resolution Nos. 12-140 and 13-
002; and

WHEREAS, Steve’s Lawns, in a letter dated and received on February 20, 2013, has
asked that the Hearing be adjourned again due to pending design and review of a replanting plan,
which plan is to be submitted to the Planning Board for review.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Hearing pursuant to Village Code
§176.7(G) be and hereby is adjourned until the March 20, 2013 Regular Meeting at the request of
the appellant to permit a determination by the Planning Board, the tree removal contractor’s
license suspension to continue in the interim.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Golden

The contractor is prohibited from doing any tree removal work in the Village until this matter is
resolved.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 13-017  Village of Montebello

Title: Authorize AKRF to Proceed with Preparation of Bid Specs for
            Scenario 2 for Gorman Ponds Park

WHEREAS, AKRF, an environmental engineering firm with expertise in parks with
lakes and ponds, previously, under the auspices of the Parks Commission with the approval of
the Village Board, studied the water flow and algae issues at Kathryn Gorman Park, as well as
means to improve the park separate from the Phase I improvements accomplished under the
services of the Village Engineer, the additional work, Phase II, with the further approval of the
Village Board, (See Resolution Nos. 10-121 and 11-029) having led to the production of a report
dated 10/22/12 and entitled “Kathryn Gorman Ponds Park”, and the presentation of said report
and a summary memo by the Parks Commission to the Village Board on 12/19/2012; and

WHEREAS, said Report and a follow up report clarifying as to fees and design dated
December 27, 2012, as requested by the Village Board at the presentation to the Village Board
by the Parks Commission on December 19, 2012, and a letter by e-mail  from AKRF dated
February 20, 2013 itemizing its fees for each step going forward, together, are intended as
representing the most environmentally prudent approach to the above issues within the economic
limits set by the Village Board as driven by the funding available to the Village for such
purposes; and

WHEREAS, as more particularly set forth in said documents, referenced as if set forth
hereinafter, and to be appended to the Minutes hereof, the following approach is approved in
accepting AKRF’s proposal understanding that fully effectuating same should be at an
approximate total estimated cost of $354,505.00, or $363,005.00 with soil testing and related
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work including the cost to prepare bid specifications, go out to bid, analyzing same and make
recommendations to award same, and including the cost to oversee the performance of said
work, including the work, itself, the latter in conjunction with the Village Engineer to the extent
that cooperation between the two engineering firms results in an economy and more efficient
oversight given the Village Engineer’s proximity and general experience coupled with AKRF’s
specialized knowledge with respect to such work, as follows:

1 .  Effectuate Scenario #2 of 10/22/12 and the 12/27/12 proposals with following
specifics:

a. The dredging of a portion of ponds #’s 1 and 3 to a depth of two (2)
feet and the creation of a wetlands bench in pond 6, at an approximate
estimated cost of $354,505.00.

b .  Annual chemical algae treatments at an approximate cost of
$14,000.00, as is the subject of a separate resolution.

c.  Samples of dredged materials to be tested, said results to be shared with
the DEC regarding means of use of silt on site or by disposal, as is also
the subject of a separate resolution, at an approximate total cost of
$6,100.00 to $8,500.00.

d. Bid specifications to include two alternatives, one to utilize dredged
materials on site and the other to transport same off site for disposal
elsewhere, such as a possible use as fill by the transporter or purchaser
off site, as a function of the results in c., above.

all as more particularly laid out in a chart by AKRF entitled: Scenario 2-Cost Estimate.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that proceeding to preparing bid specifications,
soliciting of bids, etc., testing and recommendation of award as aforedescribed, be and hereby is
approved.

Motion: Trustee Golden

Second: Deputy Mayor Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 13-018  Village of Montebello

Title: Gorman Ponds Park Soil Testing and Algae Treatment

BE IT RESOLVED, in furtherance of its proposal dated January 15, 2013, as clarified in
AKRF’s email dated January 16, 2013 as regards soils testing, and as per the request of the Parks
Commission dated February 5, 2013, and the recommendation of the Village Engineer dated
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January 28, 2013, that AKRF is authorized to perform the following steps at the approximate
cost set forth herein:

1. Soil Testing and analysis report from each of the 4 ponds, at a cost of about $6,000.00 to
$8,500.00, including full report preparation.

2. Algae preservation chemical treatment of all ponds as recommended at an estimated cost
of $14,000.00;

said proposals, letters and reports referenced hereat as a part hereof as if fully set forth
hereinafter, true copies of which are to be appended to the Minutes hereof.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that although in proceeding as above it is  understood
that such furthers Scenario 2 as recommended by AKRF and the Parks Commission, and that
there will be an express AKRF cost associated with preparing bid specifications, going to bid,
analyzing and reviewing the bids, guiding the award of bid, overseeing the work after overall of
bid, obtaining any necessary approvals, etc., such steps stand on their own even if bids are not
awarded as  step 1 is a necessary prerequisite to the design of the bid specifications, and step 2
will improve the algae situation if performed annually, or as and when needed, even if the
balance of Scenario 2 is not effectuated.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

The next agenda item was a request from Rio Vista of Montebello, LLC for a reduction to their
bond for site improvements.

Members discussed the tree plantings that are still to be done on the Rio Vista of Montebello
property. Attorney Berbit advised that the Village Engineer oversees the work being done in
relation to that.

There are 5 units sold and occupied at this time, another 15 that are not with an entire section that
is not even built yet. Deputy Mayor Millman stated it appears the patio and garage areas of the
homes do not get finished until the developer sells a unit, and he feels that the Village is stuck
with the eyesore of a half done project until someone buys. He would like to see all of the
exterior work completed.

In the Community Benefit agreement between the Village and Rio Vista of Montebello, the
Village will receive $15,000.00 per unit sold but no less than $15,000 per year over ten years
whether the buildings are sold or not. The developer has paid $60,000 to date.

Trustee Sorrillo would like to have some idea of what costs the Village may incur if the
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developer of the property was to walk away and does not finish the project. The Mayor pointed
out that municipalities very rarely get stuck with projects, banks will step in and someone else
could purchase the property.

The Board members agreed to table this matter to gather additional information.

Resolution: 13-019  Village of Montebello

Title: Audit of Cable Franchise Agreement and Gross Utility Tax Receipts

WHEREAS, Morwood Oakes Management Associates, (“MOMA”), LLC., more
particularly by the terms of the agreements (“the Agreements”) copies of which shall be
appended to the Minutes hereof, and as explained in the workshop, has offered to accomplish the
following tasks:

1. To review receipts from and reports of the cable TV companies with which the
Village has entered into Franchise agreements, to recover historical revenue,
including penalties and interest due the village, should MOMA discover under
reporting and/or underpayments by the Companies, and to increase revenues going
forward from new revenues resulting from implementing MOMA recommendations,
at no fee due MOMA if it is unable to recover past due sums or increase revenues
going forward, but if it is able to do so, for a payment of 50% for prior sums
recovered, after receipt, and 25% of increased revenues generated, by implementing
MOMA’s recommendation going forward for a two (2) year period, upon receipt, but
not for increases otherwise occurring, such as ordinary increases due to changed
market conditions and customer base which shall not to be construed as generated by
MOMA’s recommendations .

2. To review receipts from Utility Companies pursuant to §5-530 of  New York Village
Law and by applicable local law, in order to uncover any errors in reporting or
underpayment of taxes by said companies, there being no fee for this work unless
sums are recovered for prior reporting periods in which case 50% of such sums
recovered shall be due after the receipt of same, and 25% of increased revenues as
solely based upon implementing MOMA’s recommendations, and not for increases
occurring due to other reasons, for two (2) years going forward.

3. It shall be expressly understood, in the case of either agreement, that the increase in
prospective revenues that would have occurred irrespective implementing MOMA’s
recommendations shall not generate a fee to MOMA.

4. This Resolution and the conditions herein shall be attached and form a part of the
MOMA Agreements.
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Agreements be and hereby are entered into
with MOMA to perform the aforesaid services at the contingent fees set forth herein, and as
qualified by the conditions set forth herein.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Golden

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 13-020                                                                                         Village of Montebello

Title:    Accept Annual Justice Court Audit – June 1st through December 31, 2012

WHEREAS, the Village’s Justice Court commenced operation on or about June 1st, 2012,
and §2019 as of the Uniform Justice Court Act (“the Act”) requires that the Village Justices
annually provide their court records and dockets to the village auditing board (the Village
Board), and that such records thereby be examined or audited and that fact be entered into the
Minutes of the Board’s proceedings , and thereafter that such be filed with the Director of
Internal Audit, NYS Office of Court Administration; and

WHEREAS, the Village’s Financial Consultant, Marvin Nyman CPA, has, under his
cover of February 1, 2013, authored his analysis of the records of the Village of Montebello’s
Justice Court, and the Justice Court Clerk’s bail records to determine adherence to court
procedures and compile relevant operating data and to determine if the bail account held
sufficient assets to cover the associated liability, which analysis is likewise dated February 1,
2013; both documents (hereinafter “The Reports”) referenced hereat as if fully set forth
hereinafter, true copies of which shall be appended to the minutes hereof; and

WHEREAS, the Village Board has reviewed the Reports and associated records, and
confirms the conclusions drawn by the Village’s Financial Consultant.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to the Act, as hereby entered into the
Minutes of the Village Board, that said Reports be and hereby are approved after the required
examination was conducted, and that the Reports and a Clerk certified completed copy of this
Resolution be filed with Dennis W. Donnelly, Director of Internal Audit, NYS Office of Court
Administration, 985 Niver Street, Cohoes, NY 12047, as well as filed in the records of the
Village and of the Village Justice Court.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Golden

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 13-021  Village of Montebello
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Title: Support for NYS Contact Information for Vacant Structures

WHEREAS, vacant, abandoned and foreclosed homes and structures have proliferated
throughout New York State over the last five years; and

WHEREAS, vacant structures that are not maintained for months at a time degrade and
depreciate the value of the vacant structure as well as the value of surrounding properties, tend to
blight the neighborhood, and create the risk of break-ins for unlawful purposes, and generally
represent a threat to health and safety; and

WHEREAS, lending institutions that hold mortgages on said vacant structures do not
always provide the contact information of a responsible party; and

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill A.88 and Assembly Bill A.824, currently pending, would
make it mandatory for lending institutions to provide contact information of responsible parties
regarding vacant structures and require good faith in obtaining a foreclosure, both tending to
ameliorate the problem; and

WHEREAS, the Village Board of the Village of Montebello supports the passage of said
Bills.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village of Montebello hereby supports the
passage of said Bills and respectfully requests that the State Representatives who represent
constituents in the Village of Montebello support the passage of said Bills.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be forwarded to Senator
Carlucci, Assemblywoman Rabbitt, Assemblywoman Jaffee, and Assemblyman Kearns.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 13-022 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes for January 16, 2013

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of
January 16, 2013 be and are hereby approved.

Motion: Trustee Golden

Second: Trustee Sorrillo
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Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 13-023 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated February 20, 2013, and
totaling $ 113,585.85 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 13-024  Village of Montebello

Title: Golf Course Brook Channel Clearing

WHEREAS, the Village Engineer, in his report dated February 20, 2013, advises that
FEMA has agreed to fund $6,600.00 towards the cost of removal of heavy sand accumulations
primarily due to Hurricane Irene which tend to cause flooding and overtopping of the banks and
side channel erosion in the Golf Course Brook Channel; and

WHEREAS, said funding is only about 10% of the original cost estimate of the entire
project, but, after bidding, the minimum bid was submitted by Belleville Landscaping at a cost of
$29,319.00, however, the Village Engineer, in anticipating possible funding issues, broke up the
bid specifications into three phases, the first of which represents the highest priority phase; and

WHEREAS, giving the funds issue, the Village Engineer recommends that only Phase 1
be awarded at this time at an amount not to exceed $12,835.00, as a field decision limiting
restoration work might limit the cost further.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as recommended by the Village Engineer, that Phase
1 of the Golf Course Brook Channel Clearing work be awarded to Belleville Landscaping at a
cost not to exceed $12,835.00, it being understood that $6,600.00 of the cost is to be funded by
FEMA; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village Engineer and the Village Clerk shall
continue to dialogue with FEMA to possibly obtain more funding towards this work, as well as
the Phase 2 and 3 work.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi
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The Village Clerk/Treasurer showed a photo of the channel that is filled with silt and debris. This
is in the area of Heather Hill; a backhoe will likely be used in the channel to clear out the debris.

Ms. Mastroeni also stated that she had contacted FEMA requesting more funding to finish the
additional two phases of this work.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Next on the agenda is review of the title reports for the two Lake Road property acquisitions and
196 Spook Rock Road.  The title report for 196 Spook Rock Road will be provided to the
Building Inspector to proceed with further action.

Attorney Berbit stated with there is over $700,000.00 owed against the property at 196 Spook
Rock Road, $600,000.00 of that money owed to the County for medical and nursing home
services, but he said he would still recommend proceeding with the abandonment action.  Deputy
Mayor Millman wanted to reiterate that if the Village takes over through abandonment
procedures then all liens and everything else disappears, there is no potential loss of liability or
repossession of land by anyone else.  The Mayor noted that as soon as the property is posted the
County is going to step in and state they are an interested party.  Mayor Oppenheim voiced that
this may be why none of the executors of the estate are coming forward with taking possession
of the home, because there is so much money owed on it.

Mr. Berbit pointed out that the whole reason for acquiring this property is to prevent it from
being an eyesore and danger any longer.  In the meantime, costs will be incurred by the Village
to demolish the structure.

Trustee Sorrillo questioned how long the process would take before the Village can receive clean
title.

Mr. Berbit responded, the process may take up to a year.  The property would not be demolished
until the Village obtains clean title to the land.

Deputy Mayor Millman noted that we do not want to incur substantial fees during the waiting
period, which could be up to a year.

Mayor Oppenheim responded that after the Village owns the property, it could be put up for sale,
marketed and sold. The Village could make the monies back.

The next agenda item is a review of a tree removal application for 5 Babbling Brook Lane.  The
resident has requested to take down 9 trees because the neighbor is terrified that they are going to
fall on their home. One tree came down during Hurricane Sandy damaging the neighbor’s
property, prompting a letter from the neighbor putting the homeowner on notice.  Per the
Village’s tree law they are entitled to remove three as-of-rights according to their property size.
The Village Engineer has been on site and has concluded that the trees are not dead.
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Deputy Mayor Millman felt that in theory any neighbor that does not like trees on neighboring
properties can write a letter threatening a lawsuit if trees are not removed. He would like the tree
law to have more latitude, but needs more clarification.

The Board members discussed the different species and sizes of trees on the property.  The
Village Engineer and the property owner’s tree contractor/arborist have varying judgments on
the trees in question.  Attorney Berbit advised that the Village Engineer is the professional, we
should rely on his opinion of these trees.  Members would like to go back to the resident’s
arborist and request more definitive information with scientific detail, an affidavit stating the
trees are a danger and must be removed.  Our village engineer will make another report of the
findings.

Mayor Oppenheim felt that the reasoning behind the neighbor requesting the other neighbor take
these trees down is a valid point, but they must go before the Planning Board to work this out
and gain permission, it is not for the Village Board to give permission. The homeowner will be
advised of their options.

Public Comment:  No one wished to speak.

Old and New Business:

Mayor Oppenheim announced that the Village will be receiving a refund from the Town of
Ramapo for the 2012 highway services contract in the amount of $124,727.56.  The Village’s
contract with the Town is charged under a time and material basis.

The Mayor advised that the Village has been recertified once again as a Tree City USA
Community for 2012.  The Board was invited to participate in the Seventh Annual Recognition
Ceremony and workshop on March 28th at the Holiday Inn Express in Albany.

Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Golden.  Upon vote, the
motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.


