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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2013 AT THE
MONTEBELLO COMMUNITY CENTER.  THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT
8:05 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

Present: Jeffrey Oppenheim Mayor
Steven A. Sorrillo Trustee
Stacy Caridi Trustee
Melanie Golden Trustee

Absent: Lance N. Millman Deputy Mayor

Others Present: Warren Berbit Village Attorney

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer

Mayor’s Report:

Mayor Oppenheim began his report with reference to previously reporting that the Village of
Montebello is the first community in the history of Rockland County to win a Hazard Mitigation
grant for over $600,000 to acquire to flooded properties in the Village. A number of homes on
Lake Road suffered severe flooding over the years but only two met the criteria for acquisition.
The Village will use this money to acquire #8 and #14 Lake Road, the homes will be demolished
and the property will become open space/parkland. The Mayor advised that he along with the
Village Attorney, Village Engineer and Village Clerk/Treasurer met with the homeowners
recently and they are very pleased that they are eligible for this funding.  This is a complicated
process that will evolve over the next few months.

Mayor Oppenheim spoke with Skip Vezzetti from the Rockland County Highway Department
regarding the Montebello Road Bridge. The County is a couple of weeks away from making a
decision on one of three design plans. There were rumors that the County was going to acquire
property in the area of the bridge, but Mr. Vezzetti has clarified that the County is not interested
in acquiring property. There will be an informational meeting held and residents will be invited,
the date to be determined when the design plan is picked, probably towards the end of February.
It will be posted on the Village’s website and Facebook page.

The Village submitted a letter to the NYSDEC requesting a hearing be held for public comments
regarding the Patrick Farm development in Pomona. The hearing took place and the DEC is now
considering all the comments. No decisions have been made as of yet.  The Mayor spoke at the
hearing because Montebello is downstream from this project and will be heavily impacted by the
proposed development.  Trustee Golden noted that the Town Planning Board is meeting this
evening for final site plan approval on this project. With the DEC still reviewing, we are hoping
the SEQRA process is carefully regulated.
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The Mayor announced that on Saturday, January 26th the Village will be holding a Blood Drive
at the Community Center sponsored by Good Samaritan Hospital. Everyone that donates blood
will receive a free AMC movie ticket.

The Mayor reported on the Gorman Ponds Park leaking dam issue.  The developer, JMK, who is
liable for this repair work failed to get the work done, ultimately suggesting that the Village look
towards the Letter of Credit.  The Village site drafted the Letter of Credit in the full amount of
$100,000 to complete the work. Authorization for the bidding process will be discussed further
in the meeting.

There is a problem with undedicated roads not being plowed by the developer. Grist Mill Court
and Sousa Lane have not been plowed during the recent snow storms and we have had to ask the
Town Highway Department to plow and salt for the safety of the residents living there.  This
matter will be discussed further in Executive Session under pending litigation.

Steve Slackman from Steve’s Lawns has requested an adjournment for this evening.  This matter
will be discussed further on the agenda.

A few weeks ago, Assemblywoman Jaffee was sworn in at Orangeburg Town Hall and Mayor
Oppenheim was pleased to announce that Trustee Caridi was honored at that ceremony for her
efforts in dealing with Orange & Rockland during Hurricane Sandy. The Village’s Fire Inspector
Chris Kear was also honored for going above and beyond with a resident that was in dire straits
during the hurricane. The Mayor thanked the honorees as well as Assemblywoman Jaffee for
recognizing people in our community.

The Eagle Scout project has been completed in the Kathryn Gorman Ponds Park.  Once the
weather warms up the Mayor hopes everyone will go out and enjoy the park and the new trail.

A letter was received from resident Gregory Galbo thanking the Mayor and Board of Trustees
for doing a good job. He is happy that his village taxes have decreased. The Mayor read his letter
and noted that a thank you letter was sent back to Mr. Galbo.

The Mayor thanked Trustee Golden for leading efforts to collect food and cleaning supplies for
people in need during Hurricane Sandy. Approximately $360 worth of food/supplies was
donated to People to People.  The Mayor thanked everyone who donated.

Mayor Oppenheim provided an update to the Board regarding 196 Spook Rock Road. There was
discussion with the potential of moving forward with issues of abandonment. Unfortunately there
is approximately $63,000 in outstanding accumulative taxes from the last three years on this
property. The County may be taking action as well, so there has to be further discussion on how
to proceed with this matter.

There is good news with the property located at 14 Charnwood Drive. It appears that the
mortgage holder or reverse mortgage holder has taken action, as someone is making repairs and
cleaning up. The Village will proceed with the public hearing tonight, keeping it open until next
month, to make sure everything is properly taken care of.
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Orange & Rockland granted the Village’s request to upgrade 8 additional streetlights from
mercury to more energy efficient sodium vapor bulbs.

Parks Commission Business:

Anthony Piazza, Parks Commission Chairman is in attendance. At the last board meeting it was
requested that Village Engineer, Martin Spence review the recommendations from AKRF
Engineering regarding the ponds. Mr. Spence recommended that soil testing be done early before
proceeding further and that before bid specifications are drawn up, quotes be obtained for
removing the dredged material off site if not permitted to leave it on site by the DEC.  The
Village Engineer requested a quote from AKRF to perform the soil testing and has also
submitted a proposal from his firm.

The Mayor would like the proposal for the chemical treatment of the ponds kept separate. This
treatment will have to be done year after year.

Mr. Piazza noted that the chemical treatments would not take place until the dredging is
completed.  All seven ponds would receive the chemical treatment.

There appears to be some confusion between the proposal for soil testing from AKRF and the
one from the Village Engineer.  Clarification is needed.

The Mayor does not want to delay this project, he would like to get it done, but on the other hand
does not want to waste money. Mr. Piazza will speak to AKRF about the proposal and report
back to the Board.

Public Comment:

John Martin, 35 Par Road, Montebello: gave a brief update on his project. He stated there is an
urgency to move ahead with the project because after long discussions and negotiations with the
property owner they have decided to put the property back on the open market. They appreciate
the progress the Soccer Club has made, but are frustrated the project is not farther along. They
had hoped that the Village would have given the approvals at this point.  We have provided them
with what we think is the road ahead, that we are close. Mr. Martin noted that they are
maintaining a good working relationship with the property owners.

Mr. Martin asked that the Village continue with the project, get the report from the Planning
Board, submit the project to Rockland County Planning for review, schedule a Public Hearing
and ultimately grant the zone change. He understands this is complicated, that it is not a simple
do this or that thing, but right now the project is stuck in terms of his backers being able to do
anything without some of those things being in place. They entertained buying the land as it is
zoned today, but unfortunately it just didn’t work, they are not abandoning the idea and are
continuing every day to look at ways they can make this work, but the clock is ticking in terms of
the longer it is out on the open market, and the impact of what they are trying to accomplish, it
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will not be there, he knows that is not the Board’s problem.  He needs to move this project along
as fast as possible.

Trustee Golden asked if a detailed noise report was being submitted to the Planning Board. Mr.
Martin responded that he submitted the noise report to the Planning Board at its meeting this
month.

Mayor Oppenheim requested the Village Attorney respond to Mr. Martin.

Village Attorney Berbit noted that there has been open dialogue between Mr. Klein, the Soccer
Club’s attorney and himself, letters have been exchanged, de facto at this point in time, though,
since the applicant named on the project, Ramapo Valley Soccer Club, no longer has authority to
proceed. This means they cannot advance the project because the owners of the property have
withdrawn their affidavit of approval, or permission to make the application, so technically there
is a vacuum.  Because significant time and effort has been invested, the Village Attorney does
agree with Mr. Martin regarding allowing the Planning Board to render its recommendation to
the Village Board as it is his understanding that they are very close to finalizing that. He sees no
harm in continuing that process, getting that report in the interim, there being less than a month
between now and then. Who knows what could happen, as far as Mr. Martin’s position, his
groups position, his seller’s position. Maybe the seller will have a change of heart and get back
into a position of giving him authorization. Maybe Mr. Martin’s group will be able to come up
with funds to purchase the property as is. Maybe a buyer will loom up on the horizon and like
this approach and be willing to take the project and move it forward. Although Mr. Berbit
understands the investment that Mr. Martin has made thus far, he reiterates that this really is not
a Village problem.

If the Village Board feels strongly in their legislative discretion that this kind of a change is
something that should be considered on their own initiative; that would be the only way to move
forward.  In fact, it would be on their own initiative, because, technically the applicant is no
longer the applicant.  The Village Board may want to look at it and change the Zoning Code, or
Zoning law, but the change would be inconsistent with the Village’s Comprehensive Plan and
Economic Development Plan. The Village Board adopted both of those plans, in essence pledged
to honor those plans, they would have to convene hearings to amend those two plans, and
because the applicant is really not an applicant any longer, the Village would have to hire the
experts to take over SEQRA, perform noise studies and conduct other environmental issues on
the property. That is a lot to put on the Village Board’s shoulders. Mr. Berbit advised the Board
to wait the month, let the Planning Board make their recommendation, and then take another
healthy look at the situation, then make a decision.

Mr. Martin advised that when he met with the Vice President of the company he wasn’t
discouraging moving forward with the project, but he was directed by the CEO that he was
placing the property back on the open market.  Mr. Martin did not agree with Mr. Berbit’s
statement that the project goes against the Comprehensive Plan.  His understanding is that more
recreation facilities are desirable.
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Mr. Berbit responded that the issue is not so much whether this is a recreation need; it’s the
zoning of that particular piece of property and the optimum use of that property in the overall
context of the village in the future.

Mr. Martin agreed with Mr. Berbit, he understood.

Mr. Martin stated the other part, which is the financial side, is why they decided early on to
move away from the not-for-profit and leave it as a taxable entity. Is because they wanted to
generate the tax revenue that an office space would generate; right now it is not generating
anything and it hasn’t been generating anything, except of course undeveloped land, but at least
it would start to generate more in a positive way.  This is where they are at; he stated that if the
Board has any questions they know how to reach him. When new things come on the horizon
and new developments come into play he will keep the Board updated. Mr. Martin thanked the
Board members for their time.

The next agenda item was a Public Hearing for 14 Charnwood Drive pursuant to Section 132-17
of the Village Code and Section 304.11 and 301.3 of the New York State Property Maintenance
Code.

The Village Attorney asked the Village Clerk/Treasurer to read the legal notice into the record:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that a Public Hearing will be held by the Board of Trustees of the
Village of Montebello on Wednesday, January 16, 2013, at 8:00 p.m. local time, or as soon
thereafter as the matter can be heard at the Montebello Community Center, 350 Haverstraw
Road, Montebello, New York 10901 pursuant to §132-17 of the Village Code, "the Property
Maintenance Law", §304.11 and §301.3 of the New York State Property Maintenance Code,
with respect to the property located at 14 Charnwood Drive,  Section 48.12-1-46 in the name of
record owner Gloria Anderson, to determine whether said property be considered a nuisance and
hazard to health and safety and an eyesore, such that the Board may properly order that said
conditions be corrected at Village expense and direction, and that said costs may be charged and
assessed to constitute a lien and charge on the property on which it is levied until paid or
otherwise satisfied and discharged, and to be collected in the same manner and at the same time
as other village charges.

All members of the public and all interested parties are invited to attend and participate.  The
associated violation is on file and is available for inspection and review at the Village Office
during normal business hours, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The Village Attorney confirmed with the Village Clerk/Treasurer that as required by law the
legal notice was published on January 6, 2013 in the Journal News and posted on January 4,
2013 in the six locations throughout the Village. Notice was mailed to the owner Gloria
Anderson, and the financial institution. The Village Attorney concurred that due notice was
given.

Village Attorney Berbit suggested that rather than going through the formalistic process, that the
public hearing be opened and that the Board act to continue the hearing. There is an updated
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report and photos from the Building Inspector, Mr. Picarello, indicating that the property has
been cleaned up and a lot of the repairs have been made.

Mr. Berbit asked the Village Clerk to read the Building Inspector’s report into the record:

“At 10 a.m., 1/16/2013, I did visit the 14 Charnwood Drive property in order to take current
pictures. Remediation/property maintenance work has been done, perhaps by the bank or its
maintenance contractor. (Financial Freedom Funding Corp. /Property Preservation, P.O. Box
85400, Austin, Texas 78708) I did personally observe that the trees leaning on the house, electric
service, and the brick chimney have been cut and stacked. The open, broken windows at the rear
of the house have been covered with plywood in the standard, workmanlike manner. The electric
service cable, (now without pressure) has returned close to its original position. The chimney
(also now without pressure) looks to be in plumb (upright) state. Please see attached pictures.”

Pictures were included into the record; Mr. Berbit suggested that the hearing be opened and
continued next month, pending completion of the necessary work.

At 8:36 p.m. Trustee Golden made a motion to open the Public Hearing, seconded by Trustee
Sorrillo.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Public Comment:

Marvin Gess - 16 Charnwood Drive - lives next door to property, his wife initially called the
village to find out what was going on because they were aware that the owner had been placed in
a facility.  They were aware she was living on a reverse mortgage and assumed the mortgage
company was doing the cleaning up of the property. Mr. Gess noted that there is still quite a bit
more to be done.

Carol Diamond - 13 Charnwood Drive - lives across the street, spoke with daughter of property
owner who stated her mom has dementia. Curious what will happen to the property.

The Mayor explained how the village handles properties that are not being maintained.

Ms. Diamond expressed that the property is far from being maintained. There is still a lot to be
done. Mayor Oppenheim responded that the Village will stay on top of this and noted that the
process of foreclosure is a long one, and asked everyone to be patient.

Mr. Maurier - 22 Charnwood Drive - has been a resident of Montebello for 8 years. Stated he had
not seen Ms. Anderson and thought she moved a week before the storm, he was told by the
police that is was “none of his business.”  In the back of the house, it is boarded up and he hoped
something was done with that because it is an eyesore.

The Mayor explained why the property was boarded up, for safety reasons.

Resolution: 13-001  Village of Montebello
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Title: Adjournment of Hearing for 14 Charnwood Drive

WHEREAS, the Village Attorney ascertained from the Village Clerk/Treasurer that due
notice of the property Maintenance hearing regarding 14 Charnwood Drive had been given thus
permitting commencement of the Hearing; and

WHEREAS, the Village Clerk read into the record the report of Larry Picarello, the
Building Inspector, of today’s date, reporting that most if not all of the property maintenance
issues had been or were being addressed; and

WHEREAS, as a consequence, the Village Attorney recommends with the concurrence
of the Building Inspector, that the Hearing be adjourned to the next Regular Meeting of the
Board of Trustees, in contemplation of possible discontinuance of the proceeding given that the
Building Inspector’s report at this time indicates that the property maintenance issues may have
been addressed.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Village Attorney
with the concurrence of the Building Inspector that the Hearing be adjourned to continue at the
February Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees for the reasons set forth above in
contemplation of the possible discontinuance of  same.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Golden

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 13-002  Village of Montebello

Title: Decision on Appeal of Steve’s Lawns

WHEREAS, a Hearing to consider the appeal of Steve’s Lawns to the revocation of its
tree removal contractor’s license pursuant to Village Code §176.7(G) was scheduled for this
meeting, as previously adjourned at the appellant’s request per Resolution No. 12-140; and

WHEREAS, Steve’s Lawns, in a letter dated January 15, 2013, received January 16,
2013, has asked that the Hearing be adjourned again due to pending negotiations regarding a
civil penalty and a replanting plan.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Hearing pursuant to Village Code
§176.7(G) be and hereby is adjourned until the February 20, 2013 Regular Meeting at the request
of the appellant, the tree removal contractor’s license suspension to continue in the interim.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi
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Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

The next agenda item was a Resolution to authorize AKRF Engineering to proceed with the
preparation of bid specs for Scenario 2 for the Gorman Ponds Park.  Village Engineer, Martin
Spence, has recommended that soil testing be done prior to the bid specs going out.

The Village Engineer questioned the proposal that was submitted by AKRF for soil testing. They
indicated that the charge for “sampling” was separate and apart from the charge for doing
laboratory work, which was approx. $10,000. When our Village Engineer reviewed the proposal
he submitted a counter proposal which indicated that both parts of the job can be done for
approx. $6,100.  This was bought to the attention of AKRF who then clarified their proposal
stating the work proposed was supposed to include both portions.  In essence we now have two
proposals for the same amount for the same work proposed.

Parks Chairman, Anthony Piazza questioned Martin Spence’s proposal, stating he was a little
confused when reading it.

Mayor Oppenheim requested confirmation from Attorney Berbit that the proposals submitted
from AKFR and Spence Engineering both included: 1) obtaining samples, 2) doing chemical
analysis, and 3) submitting a report.  He would like confirmation that the two proposals are
identical.

The Board decided to table the Resolution awaiting confirmation regarding the soil testing
proposals.

Resolution: 13-003  Village of Montebello

Title: Authorize Clearing and Reclamation of Existing Asphalt Driveway to Meet Existing
Trail and Other Improvements in Gorman Ponds Park

WHEREAS, in addition to the long term work recommended by the Parks Commission
regarding the ponds in the Kathryn Gorman Ponds Park, in a memo presented to the Village
Board on 12/19/12, and associated documents, as per the presentation made at the meeting, it has
recommended that the following capitol work be performed in the meantime:

1. In order to facilitate the Eagle Scout proposal to develop a second trail leading away
from the main trail and traveling up to the high point in the park, and then stepping
down and reconnecting with the main trail near the parking lot, it is necessary that
600’ of old blacktop be ground and re-claimed, and after seeking the requested
number of proposals, the Parks Commission recommends that such work be awarded
to Mark Olson Excavating in the amount of $3,300.00 as the most comprehensive
proposal and thus representing the best value appearing with the apparent experience
and equipment to perform the task, said proposal dated September 5, 2012 to be
appended to the Minutes hereof as if a part hereof.
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2. The purchase and installation of two signs identifying the entrances at both ends of
the Eagle Trail, and giving credit for the work (estimate of same as yet unknown, but
not to exceed $1,100.00 without further approval of the Village Board.)

3. The grinding up of the downed trees in the park to be used on the trails, Belleville
Landscaping to be contractor for said work at an estimated cost of $1,200.00, which
expense was included in the storm debris removal.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the aforesaid work items 1, 2, and 3 be and
hereby are approved, such to be considered capital improvements to said Park.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Golden

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Next on the agenda was a Resolution authorizing the installation of No Parking/ Fire Zone signs
at the entrance to the crash gate on Canterbury Lane and Viola Road.

Discussion ensued on where the signs should be placed.  Attorney Berbit questioned if sufficient
notice under due process was given, because it’s hard to figure where the zone ends; it’s a tricky
spot. Trustee Caridi suggested attaching them to the crash gate, but it would have to be two on
each side of the gate, one set facing Canterbury, the other set facing Viola.

The Village Clerk/Treasurer asked Trustee Caridi to elaborate on how this issue came to the
Village’s attention. Ms. Caridi stated a resident on Lety Lane called her stating cars were parking
in front of and around the gates blocking emergency access.  The police responded and found
that the cars parking in the area were the cars of the homeowners at the end of the street.

There is concern with placement of the signs and verbiage.   The Mayor would like clarification
from an expert, such as the Ramapo Police Department and the Town Highway Department as to
where they think the signs should be placed.  The Resolution was tabled until next month.

At this time, the Mayor went back on the agenda to the Public Hearing on the Community
Development Block Grant Program.

Mayor Oppenheim announced that the Village would not seek funding this year as we have
already been advised that we will not qualify for funding.

Resolution: 13-004             Village of Montebello

Title:  Appointment of Registrar and Deputy Registrar

BE IT RESOLVED, the Village Clerk/Treasurer, Debra Mastroeni, be and hereby is
appointed as Registrar of Vital Statistics, and Deputy Clerk, Shelly Flanagan-Ramos be
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appointed as the Deputy Registrar of Vital Statistics, each for a one year period effective January
1, 2013 until January 1, 2014 as provided by law.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

 Resolution: 13-005             Village of Montebello
Title:  Appointment of Election Inspectors

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Montebello does hereby
appoint the following persons to serve as Election Inspectors for the upcoming Village election
to be held on March 19, 2013:

Name Address

Doug Whipple 55 Church Road
Airmont, NY 10952

Doris Whalen 242 Spook Rock Road
Montebello, NY 10901

Pearl Hirsch 61 Montebello Commons Drive, Apt 61
Montebello, NY 10901 

Joan Neyland 6 Highgate Court, Montebello NY 10901

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that their compensation be set at a rate of $12.00 per
hour.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 13-006 Village of Montebello

Title: Authorize Village Engineer to Prepare Bid Specs for the Dam Repair Work in Gorman
Ponds Park

WHEREAS, pursuant to the findings of the NYSDEC, a leak or leaks in the earthen dam
around ponds numbers 5 and 6 was to be repaired, and in an understanding between the
developer, JMK  Building Corp. and the Village leading to settling all issues between the parties,
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and the Village’s accepting of dedication of the parkland within the Montebello Pines
subdivision which parkland became Kathryn Gorman Park, amongst other things, JMK was to
effectuate  such repairs to the satisfaction of the DEC and the Village Engineer; and

WHEREAS, as security that such work would be done, JMK supplied a Letter of Credit
from Key Bank in the amount of $100,000.00, and, upon JMK ultimately indicating that it was
unsuccessful in getting such work done despite at least a year- long effort to do so, by authority
of Resolution No. 12-142 of the Village Board, a Sight Draft against second Letter Of Credit in
the full amount was presented to Key Bank, and said sum has been paid to the Village; and

WHEREAS, the Village Engineer, Martin Spence, has been able to obtain from JMK’s
hydrologic engineers, Maser Consulting, the plans to effect said repair, and Maser is cooperating
with the Village Engineer; and

WHEREAS, said plans must be modified to become Bid Specifications in order for the
Village to solicit bids for said public works, and the Village Engineer is prepared to prepare said
specifications and to oversee bid solicitation and the award of said bid, and to oversee said work
with the recommended assistance of Maser Consulting as a sub consultant, at an estimated cost
of $11,500.00 which includes $8,000.00 for the sub consultant, and a separate estimated cost of
$8,000.00 to oversee the actual work, according to a proposal dated January 16, 2013, referenced
as of set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which is to be attached to the minutes hereof.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Martin Spence Engineering, with Maser
Consulting as a sub consultant, be and hereby are retained according to the foregoing terms, and
are authorized to proceed with bid preparation, soliciting  and award, the latter subject to the
further action of the Village Board.

Motion: Trustee Golden

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 13-007  Village of Montebello

Title: Authorize Mayor to Sign Contract with State Office of Emergency Management to
Proceed with Acquisition of #8 and #14 Lake Road

WHEREAS, with the initial approval of the subject homeowners, the Village made
application to the New York State Office of Emergency Management (“NYSOEM”) for funding
provided by FEMA, pursuant to the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP”) for the
acquisition of certain Lake Road properties damaged by flooding from Hurricane Irene and or
Tropical Storm Lee; and

WHEREAS, as set forth in FEMA’S letter dated November 24, 2012, as approved by
NYSOEM, HMGP #1993-0003, said application and associated funding has been approved for
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the properties located at 8 and 14 Lake Road, designated Tax Parcel ID’s 48.13-2-8 and 48.13-2-
5, respectively, said grant to fund 75% of said Project, including property acquisition and
expenses, approved in the net amount of $612,000.00, the balance to be funded by the
homeowners and their National Flood Insurance policy through Increase Cost of Compliance
(“ICC”), if any; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor, Village Attorney, Village Clerk-Treasurer and Village Engineer
met with the homeowners to review the grant and the consequences, and they remain desirous of
continuing the process; and

WHEREAS, it has been understood from the outset that although the Village would do
all in its power to facilitate the grant for willing homeowners, it would not fund the 25% which is
not included in the grant, but the way the process works, it may have to lay out the costs and
expenses to be reimbursed upon regular application from the grant, however the Village Clerk-
Treasurer reports being advised by the administrator of the “HMGP” that funding for the
purchase may be obtained ahead of time; and

WHEREAS, it is understood that the homeowners can change their minds and refuse the
grant and participation in the process within a thirty (30) day period, even after executing
agreements to proceed at this stage.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized to continue the process
and to execute the documents for the Village necessary to do so, with the above understandings
and limitations representing  conditions to the Village proceeding.

Motion: Trustee Golden

Second: Trustee Caridi

Discussion ensued regarding the percentages of the disbursements of FEMA monies that will be
used to purchase these homes. The costs for title searches, lawyers’ fees, engineering plans for
demolition of the houses and removal of all materials from each site will be taken from the
$612,000.00. The Village Clerk stated that the contracts are clearly detailed between FEMA, the
homeowner and the Village.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 13-008             Village of Montebello

Title:  Polling Place and Hours of Election

BE IT RESOLVED, that the polling place for the Election of Village Officers, Two
Trustees, and One Village Justice for four years shall be held on Tuesday, March 19, 2013 at the
Village Hall, One Montebello Road, Montebello, NY. The polls shall be open from seven o'clock
in the morning until nine o'clock in the evening, local time; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village Clerk/Treasurer shall notice and post
same as required by the Election Law.

Motion: Trustee Golden

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 13-009             Village of Montebello
Title:   Amend December Abstract of Schedule of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED, that Resolution No. 12-138, entitled Approval of Abstract and
Schedule of Claims, dated December 19, 2012, be and hereby is amended to reflect a change in
the total amount of claims from $126,218.65 to $125,525.46 due to the following: incorrect
amounts listed on abstract for Ira M. Emanuel, P.C. changed from $385.00 to $310.00; removal
of invoice for Eileen Moynahan in the amount of $424.25 and Marta Gandy in the amount of
$193.94.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Golden

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 13-010 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of
December 19, 2012 be and are hereby approved.

Motion: Trustee Golden

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 13-011 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated January 16, 2013, and
totaling $153,616.45 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo
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Second: Trustee Golden

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 13-012  Village of Montebello

Title: Re-Approval of Amended Raymours Furniture Company Inc., PILOT Agreement

WHEREAS, The Village acted on August 15, 2012 by Resolution No. 12-097 to approve
the Raymours Furniture Company Inc., PILOT Agreement pertaining to the facility located at 30
Dunnigan Dr., being Section 55.06, Block 1, Lots 3.1 and 3.2, fixing the AV for each lot for a 10
year period, as more particularly described in that Resolution; and

WHEREAS, at the time the Rockland Industrial Development Agency (“IDA”) asserted
that the then version of the Agreement was final, and that time was of the essence; and

WHEREAS, subsequent to the above action, the IDA reported that, due to changes
insisted upon by the County pertaining to the County, and other non-substitutive wording
improvements, the approval cycle had to be repeated anew with respect to an amended proposed
PILOT Agreement (“the Revised Agreement”) enclosed with a cover letter dated September 13,
2012, referenced as if set forth hereinafter; and

WHEREAS, because the changes insisted upon by the County are not substantive
regarding the other participants, the other entities involved have approved the Revised
Agreement which also contained language improvements clarifying the office space provisions
and the impact of additional construction.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Revised Agreement be and hereby is
accepted and approved, it being expressly understood that such is the final version as is being
circulated for signage, thus amending Resolution No. 12-097, and the Mayor is authorized to
execute same for the Village upon presentation by the IDA.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Golden

Trustee Sorrillo questioned if any of the changes would impact the Village.  Attorney Berbit
responded, “no”. He clarified that the change was an amendment to the “office space” provision.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 13-013  Village of Montebello

Title: Historic Preservation Commission Application for Certified Local Government Grant
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WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission (“HPC”)wishes to apply for a grant,
pursuant to the State Historic Preservation Office’s (SHPO”) administration of annual federal
historic fund grants under the National Historic Preservation Act; and

WHEREAS, such grants are competitively distributed to qualifying Certified Local
Government (“CLG”) applicants, such as the Village, with the understanding that the CLG
applicant must submit an application compliant with the guidelines, including a willingness to
locally fund 40% of the cost; and

WHEREAS, after studying the matter and due deliberation, the HPC has concluded that
sponsoring a National Alliance of Preservation Commissions (“NAPC”) Commission Assistance
and Mentoring Program (“CAMP”), to provide high quality, intense training for preservation
commissions, staff, elected officers, and anyone involved with historic preservation at the State
or Local level, at direct flat rate cost for a one-day seminar of $7,000.00, which includes 3
speakers/trainers and their expenses, including travel and all training materials, as more
particularly described in the NAPC CAMP Service Agreement referenced as if set forth
hereinafter, would be a very productive and worthwhile activity, and other trainees could
participate upon contribution to the cost; and

WHEREAS, a discussion with SHPO revealed enthusiasm for a grant for this purpose,
and the Village Clerk reports interest by the County in co-sponsoring the event, and that other
villages are interested in participation.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that approval is hereby given to proceed with making
application for a grant for the above purpose, with the understanding that the County may co-
sponsor the event, and other municipalities may participate while contributing to the CLG’s 40%
share of the direct cost of same or $2,800.00, plus indirect costs, such as lunch, snacks, and
beverages, and use of the Montebello Community Center to house the activity.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Trustee Sorrillo questioned the cost of $2,800..  The Clerk/Treasurer responded that the County
is on board with co-sponsoring the application, they will be contributing an “in-kind” donation,
and she hoped to get at least two other municipalities to join and share the cost. Therefore, the
cost to the Village will be minimal. The class will be held at the Montebello Community Center.
The Clerk noted that the possibility of receiving this grant is very good and could possibly be
funded in full.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

The Village Attorney has been in contact with a title company to get a proposal to complete the
necessary title searches for 8 and 14 Lake Road, for the acquisition process, as well as one for
196 Spook Rock Road for the abandonment procedure.  He requested authorization to proceed
from the Board.



16

Resolution 13 - 014 Village of Montebello

Title: Abstract Services

WHEREAS, the Village Attorney and Assistant Attorney recommend that a complete
title search be done and abstract obtained with respect to the premises located at 196 Spook Rock
Road before commencing the steps potentially leading to the acquisition of same by the Village
pursuant to Article 19-A of the RPAPL pertaining to abandoned such being prudent rather than
risk any imperfection in the process; and

WHEREAS, it appears that a title search will be necessary and abstracts obtained in
conjunction with clearing title and obtaining title insurance to protect the Villages ultimate
interest in the land for the premises located at numbers 8 and 14 Lake Road in context of
proceeding with the buy-out of said properties and the conversion of same to open space
pursuant to the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program as provided by FEMA and administered by the
NYS Office of Emergency Management; and

WHEREAS, the Village Attorney made inquiry of the Jade Abstract Company, Inc.
which agreed to perform said work and provide search insurance as set forth in an e-mail
exchange dated January 15 and 16, 2013, referenced as if set forth hereinafter; the fee with
respected to the Article 19-A work, being construed to be akin to a “guaranteed foreclosure
work”, being $500, search work being doable in about one week from authorization; and, the fee
for the title work and title insurance relative to the FEMA grant being according to the standard
rate schedule as a factor of the amount of insurance desired.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Article 19-A related work i.e.: 196 Spook Rock
Road, be and hereby is authorized and the FEMA grant work and insurance authorized once the
owners are irrevocably committed to the buy-outs, albeit Jade Abstract is authorized to
commence this work, too, so long as the fee obligation of the Village is small, no more than
about $250 per property, until and unless irrevocable commitments have been made.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

The Board members requested that the finalized version of the Resolution be provided to them.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Public Comment:  None

At 9:47 p.m. Trustee Caridi made a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss pending
litigation, seconded by Trustee Sorrillo.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.



17

At 10:15 p.m. Trustee Sorrillo made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded by Trustee
Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Trustee Caridi made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Golden.  Upon vote, the motion
carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m.


