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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2012 AT THE
MONTEBELLO COMMUNITY CENTER.  THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT
8:04 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

Present: Jeffrey Oppenheim Mayor
Lance N. Millman Deputy Mayor
Steven A. Sorrillo Trustee
Stacy Caridi Trustee
Melanie Golden Trustee

Others Present: Warren Berbit Village Attorney

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer

Mayor’s Report:

Mayor Oppenheim began his report by announcing that the fall newsletter is in the mail and
everyone should be receiving it in the next couple of days. The newsletter is also posted on the
Village’s website.

The Mayor advised that Trustee Caridi alerted him that young people have gotten sick from
swimming in the Gorman Park ponds. He highly recommends that this not be done; it is
prohibited by law, and should also be prohibited by common sense.

Trustee Caridi mentioned that riding bicycles on the ramps is prohibited as well.

On Sunday, October 7th Senator Carlucci will have Mobile Office hours at Village Hall. Mayor
Oppenheim asked that if any Trustees can attend, that would be great.

Deputy Mayor Millman reminded everyone that Montebello Day is on Sunday, September 23rd,
from 12-4, rain or shine. There will be a many rides for the children and a tremendous amount of
donated food from local restaurants.  The Deputy Mayor also noted that he and Trustee Caridi
also arranged for three great bands to be there.  Mayor Oppenheim thanked the Deputy Mayor
and Trustee Caridi for the time and effort they have contributed to this event.  There will be high
school students and residents volunteering. It’s going to be a great time.

The Mayor spoke with County Highway Superintendent Skip Vezzetti to get an update on the
Montebello Road Bridge.  The latest information, is that it is still in the architectural and
planning stages and  construction will not start for a number of months.  Mr. Vezzetti advised
that the re-paving on the overpass of Airmont Road will be done in the next 30-40 days. The
“hold up” had to do with the County bidding process on the milling portion of the road, not the
paving portion.

Mayor Oppenheim advised that when the formation of the Court was in the process of being
established questions arose regarding the boundaries of the Village in the area of the Thruway.
After research it appears that the Village now has ownership of a stretch of roadway
approximately a mile long from mile marker 27.6 to mile marker 28.6.  The Village Attorney,
who helped draw the boundaries, field checked the markers.  The New York State Troopers that
patrol that portion of the NYS Thruway have all been notified that any tickets issued or arrests
made will go through the Montebello Court system. This will include the exit and entrance
ramps.  The Mayor thanked Sgt. Antonelli for his assistance.

The Mayor has not heard back from Orange & Rockland regarding the 2% Threshold Streetlight
program. When he hears something he will give an update.
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The Mayor asked the Village Clerk how the re-paving of Victory Road is coming along.  She
responded that the Village Engineer should be arriving momentarily and he will give an update.

The Mayor received another email from a resident that resides in the Rio Vista development on
the Gary Goldberg Mansion property. She is upset that the fire siren continues to go off in the
middle of the night, despite the fact that the Tallman Fire Department stated they would limit this
alarm between certain hours through the night.   The Village does not have authority over the
Tallman Fire District, and the alarm is located in the Village of Suffern’s jurisdiction. Mayor
Oppenheim reported he is trying everything in his power to help but unfortunately the Village’s
hands are tied in the matter.  Deputy Mayor Millman feels that the homeowner should take up
this issue with the builder.  Mayor Oppenheim will enlist the assistance of Senator Carlucci and
Assemblywoman Rabbitt regarding this matter.

Last month the Board of Trustees passed a resolution regarding the plan for the new Tappan Zee
Bridge. The resolution was sent to Legislature Schoenberger who in turn communicated the
information to Albany. The Mayor expressed his appreciation that someone is listening to our
voice and paying attention.

Attorney Berbit provided a brief update on the JMK dam work at the Kathryn Gorman Ponds Park.
The project is very close to the final work being done.  The Mayor met with the Parks Commission
last week at their monthly meeting to discuss the remediation for the ponds in Gorman Park.
Mayor Oppenheim feels that the best solution is not spending hundreds of thousands of dollars on
engineering work that may not work, but to purchase bio-compatible chemicals for the ponds to
kill the algae. This is something that the Parks Commission will endorse. The Mayor explained
how the $10,000 a year non-toxic chemical process would work and stated the cost is a fraction of
what was intended to be spent.  The Parks Commission and Engineers are still discussing this
temporary solution and if chosen the treatment will start in the Spring of next year.  It may turn out
to be the best solution for the money, at least as regards the algae.

The Board received the updated Alcohol Policy for beer and wine to be served at the Montebello
Community Center. This will be discussed further in the meeting.

Mr. Klein, attorney for the Indian Rock Homeowners Association requested that a Village
representative attend their monthly meeting on September 20th at 7:30. Mayor Oppenheim is
unable to attend, but will do so next month.  He asked that some of the Trustees try and attend.

Mayor Oppenheim announced that there is a 2.9% increase, approximately $814.00,  from the
previous year with the same broker, Salerno Brokerage Corporation, for the Village insurance
renewal.

The Mayor advised that he will be meeting with the Village’s financial consultant, Marvin Nyman,
to put together his proposed budget for the upcoming year.  A public hearing will be scheduled for
November 14th.   He will provide the Board with his proposed budget at the next meeting.

The Mayor reported that Keep Rockland Beautiful, who is a supporter of our Annual Clean-Up
Day, is having its Annual Awards Ceremony on November 3rd at the Rockland County Club. They
are going to honor Robert Congionti of the Village of Montebello Parks Commission for the best
cleanup day in Rockland County. He has done a lot of wonderful work with this group and our
Parks Commission. Anyone is able attend this event.

Mayor Oppenheim mentioned that the Rockland County Office of Community Development is
hosting a mandatory training program on “Fair Housing”, they would like the Village Board,
Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals to all attend together. A date must be set that will
accommodate all three boards.

At this time, Mayor Oppenheim acknowledged Judge Etelson who introduced Ms. Sue Yanitelli,
the new Court Clerk.  The Judge is very impressed with Ms. Yanitelli’s credentials and is looking



3

forward to working with her.  She will begin working on October 1st.   The Board members
welcomed her and invited her to attend Montebello Day.

Judge Etelson asked that the Board members reconsider his request for keys to Village Hall.  He
would like to be able to view hard copies of the court files after hours.  The Board responded that
they would be willing to revisit the matter.

Parks Commission Business:  No one from the Parks Commission was present.

Public Comment:  No one wished to speak.

Resolution: 12-103 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of
August 15, 2012 be and are hereby approved.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 12-104             Village of Montebello

Title:  Village Insurance Renewal- Sept. 2012- Sept. 2013

WHEREAS, it is prudent that the Village maintain insurance coverage for loss to
property, general liability, auto, hired car-non owner auto, crime, public officials,
boiler/machinery, and umbrella liability, etc. as has been covered in prior years; and

WHEREAS, the Village Clerk sought competitive proposals from various sources
including our current and former brokers, and no other company wished to quote; and

WHEREAS, Salerno Brokerage submitted a proposal totaling $28,005.71 for coverage
with Praetorian & American Alternative Insurance Co. with an AM Best rating of AX and
A+XV, respectively; and

WHEREAS, the Village Clerk/Treasurer distributed the proposed renewal and polled the
Board members as to binding same for the effective date of September 7, 2012, so as not to incur
a lapse of coverage and the consensus was to accept the proposal from Salerno Brokerage; and

WHEREAS, the terms of the policies appear to maintain the same coverage as the current
policy dated through September 7, 2012, at a modest increase in cost, including increased
coverage as follows:

1. The Blanket Property Limit has been increased from $3,601,000 to $3,615,000.

2. The Public Employee Dishonesty limit has been increased from $25,000 to $100,000,
subject to a $1,000 deductible.

3. Forgery and Alteration has been added with a $50,000 limit subject to a $1,000
deductible.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that insurance coverage as aforedescribed for the
Village be renewed with Praetorian and American Alternative Insurance Co., brokered by
Salerno Brokerage Corporation for the period of September 7, 2012 to September 7, 2013, in the
amount of $28,005.71, an increase of $814.00 from last year’s policy; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the terms and conditions of such insurance and
undertaking shall be as set forth in the face of same, which policies and undertaking shall be
appended to the minutes hereof as if fully set forth hereinafter.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman 

Second: Trustee Golden

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 12-105 Village of Montebello

Title: Accept Resignation of P/T Justice Court Clerk

WHEREAS, Catherine (Pat) Cupples submitted her immediate resignation as P/T Court
Clerk effective September 10, 2012, regrettably without advance notice to the Village; and

WHEREAS, as a consequence, the effort to obtain a replacement Clerk began
immediately, as did an effort to unravel and prospectively set-up a system with multiple checks
and balances to more clearly attribute receipts by the Clerk.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the resignation of Catherine (Pat) Cupples be
accepted effective retroactive to September 10, 2012, that the position be declared as vacant, and
that the effort to improve the functionality of the position continue.

Motion:  Deputy Mayor Millman

Second:  Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution:  12-106
         Village of Montebello

Title:  Appointment of P/T Justice Court Clerk

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees established the position of Justice Court Clerk P/T on
March 21, 2012 by adoption of Resolution No. 12- 026; and

WHEREAS, after Judge Etelson and the Village Clerk interviewed potential candidates
for said position, Catherine (Pat) Cupples was hired to fill the position effective May 7, 2012, but
by prior action taken this evening, her resignation was accepted retroactive to September 10,
2012, and the position declared vacant as of that date; and

WHEREAS, the Village Clerk undertook a search to find a replacement Court Clerk and
after review of resumes’, forwarded resumes’ of potential candidates to Justices Etelson and
Citrin; and

WHEREAS, said Justices interviewed the potential candidates and checked on their
references and both concur and recommend that Sue Yanitelli be appointed as the best candidate
for the position. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, at the recommendation of Judge Etelson and Judge
Citrin, that Sue Yanitelli be and hereby is appointed Justice Court Clerk P/T for the Village of
Montebello at a rate of $20.00 per hour, hours not to exceed 17 hours per week unless conditions
arise that cause an increase in same with a starting date of October 1, 2012; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village Clerk/Treasurer file the necessary
paperwork with the Rockland County Department of Personnel to effectuate same; and
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            BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a strict system of checks and balances be adhered to
as directed by the Village to monitor all payments received by the Court Clerk, to record same,
to give out receipts and maintain a book of receipts, and to require reporting to the Village Clerk
whenever leaving the Village Hall to make the bank deposits, in addition to all other
requirements of the position.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second:    Trustee Golden

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 12-107          Village of Montebello

Title:  Set Public Hearing to Override Tax Levy Limit

WHEREAS, as a consequence of the tax levy limit imposed by General Municipal Law
("GML") §3-c, such permits adoption of a Local Law authorizing a Local government’s
governing body to override the property tax cap for the coming fiscal year by a vote of 60% of
said governing body in case the need arises to increase the levy above the tax levy limit.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that a Public Hearing be held on October 17, 2012,
at 8:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider adopting a Local Law
lifting the tax levy limit pursuant to GML §3-c, thus creating that option should the Village
Board determines such to be necessary in adopting a budget and associated tax levy for calendar
year 2013.

Motion: Trustee Caridi

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 12-108 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated September 19, 2012, and
totaling $113,435.34 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid.

Motion:  Trustee Golden 

Second: Deputy Mayor Millman

Deputy Mayor Millman requested that the Clerk get other proposals for the newsletter.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Public Comment:  No one wished to speak.

The next agenda item was a letter of request to shoot a music video on Coe Farm Road.

A letter was received from Steven Scarpulla of Other/Side Pictures, LLC. out of New

York City  requesting a permit to shoot a music video on Coe Farm Road on October 20th and
21st from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.. Some municipalities charge fees and issue formal permits for this
purpose. Montebello does not have a fee schedule in place for this.

The Board members asked an array of questions and have concerns, which Attorney Berbit
answered to the best of his knowledge. They do not want the production crew acting
inappropriately or inconveniencing any of the residents who reside on Coe Farm Road or the
surrounding streets.  Mr. Berbit will contact Mr. Scarpulla to work out the details which will
include a certificate of insurance and an agreement holding the Village harmless.
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Next on the agenda was discussion regarding the Alcohol Policy for Use of the Community
Center.

The Board members reviewed the proposed policy language and asked questions regarding the
Village’s liability, renter’s insurance coverage, village inspection during an event.  The Village
Attorney stated that the Village has the right to ensure compliance on all aspects including
adequate insurance.

Resolution: 12-109  Village of Montebello

Title: Limited Alcohol Beverage Service at Montebello Community Center

WHEREAS, the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Trustees and Village Clerk reported numerous
inquiries whereby potential renters of the Community Room have reported the desirability of
allowing the limited service of beer and wine in carefully controlled circumstances at events
conducive to the imbibing of such beverages; and

WHEREAS, as a consequence the Village Attorney researched the subject and discussed
same with NYCOM and General Code, concluding that there was no express prohibition to such
a use, and also gathered model policies, as did the Mayor, prepared a questionnaire for the
Trustees, and then combined same with the Mayor’s work to prepare in Draft Form an Alcohol
Policy, and Rules and Regulations for the Service of Beer and Wine, which be amended upon
initial discussion by the Trustees at the Regular Meeting held on August 15, 2012; and

WHEREAS, the above version of the Policy, Rules and Regulation, as last amended by
the Village Attorney on August 17, 2012, was circulated amongst the Trustees for further review
in contemplation of further discussion this evening; and

WHEREAS, after the above described deliberative process, the Village Board agrees that
judiciously allowing beer and wine consumption inside the Montebello Community Center, and,
only, under carefully controlled circumstances as set forth in the proposed Regulations seems
reasonable, and will enhance use and enjoyment of the facility, thus also improving the revenue
stream generated by the same.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, subject to further action of the Board of Trustees
terminating same at any time that the Alcohol Policy, permitting the limited consumption of beer
and wine at the Community Center, at appropriate events, and according to the “Rules and
Regulation for the Service of Beer and Wine”, both as more particularly set forth in the
documents entitled: “Alcohol Policy, Allowance of Beer and Wine at the Montebello
Community Center”, and “Rules and Regulations for the Service of  Beer and Wine”, referenced
as if set forth hereinafter, true copies of which shall be appended to the Minutes hereof, be and
hereby are allowed subject to the following revisions:

Add to Regulations:

14. The Village reserves the right to have a representative or representatives
visit the event at its discretion and without advance notice to assure
compliance with these regulations.

That representatives shall have authority to order immediate correction of
any violation of these Regulations and if the applicant does not comply, or
the violations are egregious in the judgment of the representative, to order
that all imbibing of alcoholic beverages cease and desist, or even that the
event be ended and all the attendees leave the premises if the conditions
appear to so warrant.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the aforedescribed Policy and Regulations shall
become effective immediately, or as soon thereafter as associated forms are prepared and ready
for use supplementing the Montebello Community Center Application Forms as necessary to
implement the Rules and Regulations.
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Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 12-110  Village of Montebello

Title: Gorman Ponds Park Inlets Along Pathways

WHEREAS, as a consequence of washouts occurring during Hurricane Irene, Martin
Spence, the Village Engineer, drew up specifications for the installation of additional pathway
outlets with the expectation that such would fix the washouts and prevent a reoccurrence; and

WHEREAS, proposals were solicited in the form of an RFP according to the Village’s
Procurement Policy, and two proposals were received as summarized in the Memorandum from
the Village Engineer dated July 31, 2012, as follows:

1) Danny Clapp Landscaping $2,625.00

2) Belleville Landscaping $3,525.00

true copies of which shall be appended to the Minutes hereof; and

WHEREAS, the Village is in receipt of $1,500.00 in Hurricane Irene aid which must be
expended for this purpose (from New York State Division of Homeland Security and Emergency
Services, State Office of Emergency Management-Federal share $1,125.00 and State share
$375.00); and

WHEREAS, it appears that both proposals are compliant with the Specifications, and that
the proposal from Danny Clapp Landscaping is the lowest in cost to the Village.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the proposal of Danny Clapp Landscaping in the
amount of $2,625.00 for inlet work be accepted, that the $1,500.00 in aid be expended for this
purpose and that the balance of $1,125.00 also be authorized to be expended, the balance
understood to be a capital improvement to the Park.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Golden

Village Engineer Martin Spence explained that the original plan for the pathway provided a
couple of inlets to collect water coming off of the hill.  The inlets cannot handle heavy rainfalls
such as Hurricane Irene.  The installation of supplemental drainage to collect the additional water
will get the water away from the pathway.  Mr. Spence showed the Board members the location
of the new inlets and noted that all of these paths will need maintenance as the pathway is not as
porous. The Village received $1,500.00 in aid as a result of Hurricane Irene from the NYS
Division of Homeland Security for the pathway remediation.

Mayor Oppenheim questioned Mr. Spence about the paving schedule for Victory Road. Mr.
Spence stated he called the Town of Ramapo and was advised that right now Tilcon is available
for paving, but there is no one available for milling under their contract. He has reached out to
the County and is awaiting a call back from the milling contractor the County uses.

Trustee Sorrillo questioned the timing of this project and asked if it may have to wait until next
year. Mr. Spence stated that usually paving stops in the middle of November, the first frost.

Martine Spence requested direction on providing a cost estimate to bring electrical service to the
Gorman Ponds Park.  He has spoken to Orange and Rockland, the best scenario is to go along the
pathway; a conduit runs between $25 and $30 a foot, would cost tens of thousands of dollars.
Mr. Spence will attempt to put together more accurate figures and come back to the Board with
his findings.
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Mr. Spence advised the Board of on-going projects,  Raymour and Flanigan on Dunnigan Drive
is acting very aggressively with getting there project going and Rio Vista does not have a lot of
movement at this time, the project has slowed down considerably.

Upon vote the motion carried unanimously.

Old and New Business:

Mayor Oppenheim addressed on-going property maintenance issues at 8 Bruce Court and 2
Tanchak Court.  The properties have again both fallen into a state of disrepair, recent photos
were passed around. The Mayor asked the Village Attorney if the existing resolutions on these
two properties allow for continued maintenance.  The Village Attorney reviewed the resolutions
and advised that they do and the Board does not need to take any further action at this time.

The Mayor noted that two village boy scouts are doing their Eagle Scout projects in the Gorman
Ponds Park, one is building a bench and one is building a trail. They are raising funds to perform
these projects.  The Mayor thought it would be nice if they could set up a table to collect funds
for their projects on Montebello Day.

Deputy Mayor Millman noted that while driving around Rockland County he noticed small solar
speed limit signs. He recommended that we place some of these signs on major streets where
there is potential speeding around Montebello. They are affixed to a standalone pole.  The Mayor
thought there may be grant funding available for this idea and agreed to look into the issue.

Trustee Caridi stated there is a downed tree on Senator Levy Drive (the parks side) around
Oxford Drive and Granik’s Way.

Mayor Oppenheim stated there is terrible site obstruction on the corner of Viola and Spook Rock
Road. The new owner of this property was supposed to have taken care of the overgrowth but as
of today it has not been cut.  The Mayor would like the Building Inspector to follow up on this.

Trustee Caridi stated there are a lot of black “desalinization signs” around the Village, but in
particular there is a very large white sign of similar nature on a home on Victory Road. She
would like to know if there is a sign permit for this. There is s size restriction on signs that are
placed on your property. The Building Inspector will be asked to look into this.

Mayor Oppenheim advised that he received an email from Jeff Goldstein that they are de-
weeding the island on Airmont Road.

Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the
motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 9:23 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

_____________________________________
Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer


