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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2012 AT THE
MONTEBELLO COMMUNITY CENTER.  THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT
8:02 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

Present: Jeffrey Oppenheim Mayor
Lance N. Millman Deputy Mayor
Steven A. Sorrillo Trustee
Stacy Caridi Trustee
Melanie Golden Trustee

Others Present: Warren Berbit Village Attorney

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer

Mayor’s Report:

Mayor Oppenheim began his report by thanking Deputy Mayor Millman and Trustee Caridi for
doing an outstanding job at another successful Montebello Day.

Deputy Mayor Millman thanked the local restaurants that donated food, the bands who
volunteered to play for free and all of the volunteers who donated their time to help out. The
weather was wonderful. Certificates of Appreciation have been sent out.

The Mayor thought it was one of the best Montebello Days we have had.

Mayor Oppenheim gave an update on the Montebello Road Bridge.  Soil Boring tests were done
approximately 2 months ago, design work is being performed now, should be finished in the
spring, work to start next summer. There is discussion on whether the bridge may have to be
moved to align with Orchard Street; again, this is a County project.

Trustee Sorrillo asked what the time frame is for completion? The Mayor responded that this is a
really big project and the estimate is it will take six months or longer once building actually
starts.  Deputy Mayor Millman stated he heard from a third party that Alden Wolfe, County
Legislator, stated hopefully by the end of next summer the bridge will be completed.  The Mayor
will keep pressure on the County to keep the project moving along.

The milling and paving on Victory Road will take place the week of October 22nd.  Good news is
that it is not going to cost what was initially thought, it will be approximately 5% less.  Residents
who reside on that street will be notified.

The Mayor noted that the resurfacing of the thruway overpass on Airmont Road is expected to be
completed sometime before November 15th.  The Mayor has been staying on top of the County
to get this portion of Airmont Road resurfaced as it is the first roadway people encounter when
visiting, it is the gateway to our community and it is a mess.  Notification will be posted on the
Village’s Facebook page.

Mayor Oppenheim thanked Trustee Caridi for accompanying Senator Carlucci when he held
mobile office hours at Village Hall on Sunday, October 7th.

Everyone should have received a newsletter by now, it is posted on the Village’s website.

Mayor Oppenheim asked if any of the Board members could attend the Indian Rock
Homeowners Association meeting at 7 p.m. tomorrow evening. The Village Clerk will send the
Board members the location of the meeting.  The Homeowners Association is interested in
having the Village take dedication of Lackawanna Trail and they have other concerns they would
like to address.

On November 3rd, Keep Rockland Beautiful will be holding an awards ceremony at the Rockland
Country Club.  Village resident and Parks Commission Member Robert Congionti is being
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honored for his dedication and service over the years. Mayor Oppenheim extended his
congratulations and noted that there are still a few tickets left if anyone would like to attend.

The Village is going to hold a budget workshop on Wednesday October 24TH  at Village Hall at 8
p.m. and the Public Hearing on the budget will be held November 14th, also at Village Hall at 8
p.m.. Everyone from the public is welcome to attend.

Mayor Oppenheim advised that a letter was sent to all the County leaders from each of the
supervisors of the five towns in Rockland County. There is a conflict between the County and
the Towns because the County is trying to have the Town’s take on certain expenditures that
were always included in the County budget.  The Towns have budgetary problems and do not
want to be burdened with these additional expenses being passed down from the County. The
Supervisors from the various towns requested a financial summit with the county leaders to
discuss the impacts.  The Towns also stated they would discuss the issues with the various
villages, but neglected to include any of the Mayors in the financial summit.  The Rockland
County Conference of Mayors will be submitting a letter to the five Towns and the County
requesting that the Village Mayor’s be included if the summit is held.

The Mayor invited the Trustees to attend the Rockland County Conference of Mayors meeting
on October 30th at DaNinas in Suffern.

Mayor Oppenheim advised that he held a cabinet meeting on Monday with the Village
Attorneys, Prosecuting Attorney, Village Planner, Building Inspector, Planning Board Chairman
and Village Engineer.  We discussed a lot of important issues affecting the Village including
litigation matters.  We have found these meetings to be a great opportunity to communicate
among our professionals.  The Board will be updated on the litigation matters in Executive
Session.

At the decision of the production company the music video that was supposed to be filmed on
Coe Farm Road has been postponed.
The PILOT Agreement that the Board approved for Raymour and Flanigan has been subject to a
number of changes at the request of the County and Raymour and Flanigan.  Attorney Berbit will
handle these minor changes to the Agreement as they are not substantive.

The Village ordered a new refrigerator and fax machine for Village Hall. Grant monies received
from New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) will be used to
pay for the appliances.

Good Samaritan Hospital has approached the Village to utilize the Senior Center for a Blood
Drive during the first week of December. The hospital will do the advertising and posting.  The
Seniors group would have to approve this first.  This information will be placed on the Village
website.

Parks Commission Business:   No one from the Parks Commission is present.

The Mayor gave an update on the dam repairs that the developer is supposed to complete.  They
have notified the Village that they have contracted with Pat Scanlon Landscaping for this work
and it will begin in early November.

The pathway inlets authorized by the Board last month have been completed.  Funding for this
project was from FEMA.

At the request of the Board, the Village Engineer, Martin Spence submitted an estimate for
bringing electricity into the Gorman Ponds Park to run fountains in the ponds.  The approximate
cost for this project would be $42,000.  This project is still in the discussion stage.

The next agenda item is the presentation of the Mayor’s budget to the Trustees.

Mayor Oppenheim presented the Board members with his proposed Budget for 2013 and
explained to Trustee Golden how the process works since this is the first time she will be
involved in the budget review.  The Mayor noted that the assessed value has gone down by about
2% from last year. That reduction is partly due to tax certioraris and PILOT agreements.  It is
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prudent for the Board to adopt the Local Law regarding the override of the tax levy limit not
accounting for any other increases for inflation or expenses, an increase in inevitable.

The next agenda item was a Public Hearing on a proposed Local Law to Override the Tax Levy
Limit Pursuant to General Municipal Law §3-c.

The Village Attorney asked the Village Clerk/Treasurer to read the legal notice into the record:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that a Public Hearing will be held by the Board of Trustees of the
Village of Montebello on Wednesday, October 17, 2012 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the
matter can be heard at the Montebello Community Center, 350 Haverstraw Road, Montebello,
N.Y. 10901, to consider a local law which would allow the Village of Montebello to adopt a
budget for the calendar year commencing January 1, 2013 that requires a real property tax levy
in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by General Municipal Law §3-c.

All members of the public and all interested parties are invited to attend and participate.  The
proposed Local Law will be available for inspection and review at the Village Office during
normal working hours, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The Village Attorney confirmed with the Village Clerk/Treasurer that the legal notice was
published and posted on October 7, 2012, meeting the legal requirements irrespective of the
location address given in the notice, especially since a notice was posted at the Community
Center to come to the Village Hall.  Copies of the proposed Local Law were made available to
the Board of Trustees and the public on October 1, 2012.

The Village Attorney included the following documents in the record:  Legal Notice and
Affidavits, and the proposed Local Law.

At 8:28 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to open the Public Hearing, seconded by
Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

No one wishing to speak, at 8:29 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to close the Public
Hearing, seconded by Trustee Sorrillo. Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Resolution: 12-112 Village of Montebello

Title: Adoption of Local Law No. 3 of 2012 to Override the Tax Levy Limit Established in 
General Municipal Law

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on October 17, 2012 on adopting Local Law No.
3 of 2012, "A Local Law No. 3 of 2012 to Override the Tax Levy Limit Established in General
Municipal Law "; and

WHEREAS, the Village Attorney ascertained with the Village Clerk/Treasurer that due
legal notice was given by virtue of the publishing of the Legal Notice on October 7, 2012, and
posting of the Legal Notice on October 7, 2012 and supplying said Local Law to the Trustees
and making same available to the public on October 1, 2012; and

WHEREAS, the Clerk read the Amended Legal Notice into the record as follows:

“PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that a Public Hearing will be held by the Board of Trustees of the
Village of Montebello on Wednesday, October 17, 2012 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the
matter can be heard at the Village Hall, One Montebello Road, Montebello, N.Y. 10901, to
consider a local law which would allow the Village of Montebello to adopt a budget for the
calendar year commencing January 1, 2013 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the
“tax levy limit” as defined by General Municipal Law §3-c.

All members of the public and all interested parties are invited to attend and participate.  The
proposed Local Law will be available for inspection and review at the Village Office during
normal working hours, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m." ; and

WHEREAS, the following documents were received and included in the record:
1. Legal Notice and Affidavits.
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2. Proposed Local Law.  ; and

WHEREAS, the Public Hearing portion was opened at 8:28 p.m. and closed at 8:29 p.m.,
no one from the public wishing to speak and the Village Board duly deliberated in public.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Local Law, to be known as: Local Law No.
3 of 2012 to Override the Tax Levy Limit Established in General Municipal Law, said Local
Law to become effective immediately contingent upon filing with Secretary of State.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman 

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 12-113 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of
September 19, 2012 be and are hereby approved.

Motion: Trustee Golden

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 12-114 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Special Meeting of the Board of Trustees of
September 27, 2012 be and are hereby approved.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 12-115             Village of Montebello

Title:  Appointment of Citizens Advisory Committee

BE IT RESOLVED, as selected by the Mayor, that the following be appointed as the
Citizen Advisory Committee to the Community Development Block Grant Program for the fiscal
year 2013:

Adam Mocio, residing at 1 Birchwood Lane

Elizabeth Stevens, residing at 642 Haverstraw Road

Jacqueline Padilla, residing at 38 Lackawanna Trail

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

The Mayor explained that each year the federal government provides community development
block grant money throughout the United States. The money is distributed county by county
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through HUD, and is organized through the Community Development Block Grant Program
which is run by Mr. Joseph Abate.  In the past Montebello has received a significant amount of
grant money, but for the last couple years has not received any.  Hopefully this year will be our
time.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 12-116 Village of Montebello

Title:  Designation of Offices to be Filled at Village Election

WHEREAS, the next general election for officers will be held on Tuesday, March 19,
2013; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees must designate by resolution and publication the
offices which are to be filled at such election and the terms thereof.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees designates that the offices
of two Trustees and one Village Justice are to be filled at the general election on Tuesday, March
19, 2013 and that the term of these offices will be four years, commencing at noon on April 1,
2013; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village of Montebello constitutes One Election
District for the General Village Election.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 12-117             Village of Montebello

Title:  Public Hearing on Tentative Budget for 2013

BE IT RESOLVED, that a Public Hearing is to be held on the Tentative Proposed Budget
for the fiscal year 2013 on November 14, 2012 at 8:00 P.M. local time or as soon thereafter as
the matter can be heard, such that a Budget for said year can be adopted.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village Clerk-Treasurer is hereby directed to
notice and post same.

Motion: Trustee Golden

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

At 8:37 p.m. Mayor Oppenheim made a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss contractual
matters and pending litigation, seconded by Deputy Mayor Millman.  Upon vote, the motion
carried unanimously.

At 9:03 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded by
Trustee Sorrillo.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Resolution: 12-118            Village of Montebello

Title:   Snow Removal/Landscaping Services 2012/2013

WHEREAS, the Village Clerk/Treasurer sent out RFP’s for Snow Removal and
Landscaping Services at Village Hall and the Montebello Community Center, and for
Landscaping Services at the Viola Road Cemetery, around the 7 Village roadside entry signs,
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and along Ponds Park for the grassy margin between it and Senator Levy Drive, and Landscape
and Maintenance around the pond areas, including the pathway and parking area for the period
December 1, 2012 to November 30, 2013; and

 WHEREAS, proposals were received from Belleville Landscaping, Inc., Pro-Cut Lawns
Landscaping and Contracting, Inc., Greenworld Irrigation. Classic Landscaping, LLC and
Grasskeepers Inc., referenced as if set forth hereinafter, true copies of which shall be appended to
the Minutes hereof, the salient details of which are as follows:

�

�

Snowplow and Landscape

Village Hall and Community

Center, Mow Edge of Ponds Park

(Senator Levy Dr.) and

Landscape Cemetery and Village

Signs, Parking Areas and

Pathway Ponds

Extra Charge

Salt

Extra Charge

Deep Snow/Ice

Belleville Landscaping, Inc. $16,560.00
None

Front-end loader;

Unknown; will

advise before start

 Pro Cut Lawns*Landscaping

and Contracting, Inc. $19,100.00 None

Snow relocation

and stacking $150

per hr.

Greenworld Irrigation $15,900.00
None

loader, per prior

approval, $150 per

hr.

Classic Landscaping, LLC $42,000.00
$250 per extra

visit

Over 10”, $100.

per inch

Grasskeepers Landscaping Inc. $63,350.00

None

Over 10”, $8800

per occurrence

Ice, $2000 per

occurrence.

; and

WHEREAS, although it appears that Greenworld Irrigation has offered the most
economical proposal, being marginally less expensive than that of Belleville Landscaping, which
is the nearest proposal in cost and also with a similar snow loader escalator provision, the Village
Clerk recommends award to Belleville Landscaping because it has flawlessly performed these
critical services over the past two years, but when All County Property Management, Inc. had the
contract in 2007-2008, frequent inquiry and prompting was necessary versus it taking initiative
especially during storms, the principal of the apparent low offerer being the former principal of
All County Property Management, Inc., thus raising the concern that the same issues would
again occur at critical times of storm services.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board upon due deliberation and
recognizing that it is prudent not to risk the concerns expressed by the Village Clerk, does hereby
accept the proposal of Belleville Landscaping, as the apparent lowest responsible offerer for
Snow Removal and Landscaping Services at Village Hall, the Montebello Community Center,
and Landscaping Services, alone, at the Viola Road Cemetery, around the 7 entry signs,  and
along Ponds Park for the grassy margin between it and Senator Levy Drive, maintenance around
the pond areas including the pathway and parking area for the period December 1, 2012 to
November 30, 2013 at an all-inclusive package price of $ $16,560.00, plus loader/truck charges
if needed, and pre-approved as more particularly set forth in the proposal and RFP, and
authorizing that said sum be expended for said purposes, contract to be in a form as approved by
the Village Attorney, and subject to proof of insurance, for the aforesaid reasons and subject to
also confirming her belief that Belleville’s hourly loader charge, fairly, will represent a potential
cost savings sufficient to equalize the difference between its offer and that of Greenworld, even
about the performance concern.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 12-119 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims
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BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated October 17, 2012, and totaling
$140,259.81 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Deputy Mayor Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 12-120  Village of Montebello

Title: Schedule Budget Workshop

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Montebello shall meet
on Wednesday, October 24, 2012 at 8 p.m. at the Village Hall to workshop the proposed Budget
for fiscal year 2013.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Mayor Oppenheim asked that the Board review the budget before the meeting and have
questions ready to further along the process of the budget review, as it tends to be lengthy.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 12-121  Village of Montebello

Title: Establishing Parking Fines

WHEREAS, the Acting Village Justice reports the need to establish by Resolution a
schedule of parking fines in furtherance of Chapter 180 of the Village Code effectuating Section
1800 of the New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law; and

WHEREAS, the Acting Justice surveyed other Villages and Towns and in his email dated
October 16, 2012, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be appended to
the Minutes hereof, recommended that the following schedule be adopted, which is consistent
with municipalities surveyed, and appears on the  Ramapo Police Department pre-printed
parking summonses:

Offense Fine
  
Handicapped Space (no
permit)

$100.00 plus mandatory $30.00
surcharge

Fire Zone $50.00
Fire Hydrant $50.00
Overnight Commercial Vehicle
Parking $50.00

Expired Registration $50.00
Expired Inspection $50.00
Parking in Crosswalk $50.00
Overnight Winter Parking $25.00
Double Parking $25.00
Blocking Driveway $25.00
Parking on Sidewalk $25.00
Parking in Loading Zone $25.00
All Other Violations $25.00

;and
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WHEREAS, as recommended, it should also be established that any parking summons
for which there has been no response or that is not challenged nor paid within thirty (30) days,
such shall be subject to a $25.00 surcharge.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, effective immediately, subject to change by future
Resolution of the Village Board, that the foregoing schedule of parking fines be and hereby is
adopted, as is the $25.00 surcharge for parking summonses neither contested nor paid within
thirty (30) days; that this Resolution, and schedule in completed form, be posted at the Village
Hall and on the Village’s website; and, that a copy with Clerk’s Certificate be sent to the
Village’s Justices and to the Ramapo Police Department.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Golden

Questions and discussion ensued regarding certain parking rules.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Public Comment: No one wished to speak.

The next agenda item was a review of the Village Engineer’s report regarding removal of trees
within the Conservation Easement at 22 Golf Course Drive.

Mayor Oppenheim advised that the Village Engineer’s report notes that 10 trees are slated for
removal, 8 of which are within the conservation easement.  The Village Engineer and his
assistant have visited the site and have declared that 6 of the 8 trees are at risk of falling and
when and if they do fall they will fall outside the easement therefore putting the property owner’s
fence and developed areas around the house in danger.  The Village Engineer would allow the 6
trees that would cause property damage to be removed. Attorney Berbit noted that irrespective of
these trees being removed the conservation easement will remain heavily wooded.

The Board members are in agreement with the Village Engineer’s recommendation and note that
the property owner should be advised that he would have to seek approval from the Board to
remove the other 2 trees within the conservation easement.  The Board further advised the
Village Engineer to mark the trees that have been granted approval.

Resolution: 12-122  Village of Montebello

Title: 22 Golf Course Drive- Removal of Trees in Conservation Easement

WHEREAS, the Village Engineer reports on an application for 22 Golf Course Drive to
remove 10 dead or dying trees, 8 in the Conservation Easement, as certified by an arborist, and
the Engineer confirms that 8 of the trees represent an imminent danger, including 6 in the
Conservation Easement, the other 2 in the Conservation Easement not representing such a
danger; and

WHEREAS, the Village Board has the exclusive authority to control the Village’s
Conservation Easements.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that, with respect to the 8 trees in the Conservation
Easement, the permit application shall be construed as an application to this Board, authorization
hereby granted to remove the 6 trees representing an imminent danger, but authority is not
granted to remove the other 2 trees because such trees should be allowed to cycle back to the
forest in a natural way; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal application be made to this Board, including
exploration and supporting documentation should the owner wish this Board to reconsider
removal of the other 2 trees in the Conservation Easement.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman
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Second: Trustee Golden

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Last on the agenda was discussion on a request for a “Children Playing” sign on Marian Drive.
The resident who requested this sign stated in an email that since the Montebello Road bridge is
closed vehicles are turning around on her cul-de-sac at very high speeds.  The resident also
requested Marian Drive be paved.

The Mayor requested each Board member to visit Marian Drive and at the next meeting the issue
will be revisited to make a determination.

Old Business:

Deputy Mayor Millman asked the Board to consider building the additional 9 garden plots.
He requested the Village Clerk get in touch with the company that the raised gardens were
purchased from in the past and get a quote for the final 9 plots.  Also, get in touch with Belleville
about donating their labor once again.

Notices will be sent to the gardeners that are not planting winter crops regarding their plots be
cleaned out.

Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Sorrillo.  Upon vote, the
motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

_____________________________________
Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer


