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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 2011 AT THE
MONTEBELLO COMMUNITY CENTER. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO
ORDER AT 8:02 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIENCE.

Present: Jeffrey Oppenheim Mayor
Stacy Caridi Trustee
Marc Citrin Trustee
Steven A. Sorrillo Trustee

Absent: Lance N. Millman Deputy Mayor

Others Present: Warren Berbit Village Attorney

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer

Mayor Oppenheim welcomed everyone and advised that the Deputy Mayor is stuck in
traffic but on his way.  The Mayor announced that the meetings are taped and televised
on Cablevision, Channel 78, Sunday evenings at 9 p.m.

Mayor’s Report:

Mayor Oppenheim announced the dedication of the Kathryn Gorman Ponds Park on May
7th. The weather was beautiful and the event was held with an official ribbon cutting
ceremony. It was a pleasure to have Assemblywoman Annie Rabbit and County
Legislator Alden Wolfe present.  May 7th also signifies the 25th Anniversary of the
Village’s incorporation.  Celebratory plaques were presented by Assemblywoman Rabbitt
and Legislator Wolfe.  Congressman Engel sent a US flag that was flown over the capital
on May 7th along with a certificate honoring the day.

The Mayor encouraged all to visit the park, noting that it is spectacular.  Mayor
Oppenheim thanked everyone who participated and acknowledged with gratitude all of
the hard work done by Debra Mastroeni, the Village Clerk.

The Village received notification that we will be receiving approximately $37,000 in
CHIPS funds to help pay for road improvements. In addition, the Village will also be
receiving approximately $32,000 in FEMA funds to help offset the costs of the heavy
snowstorm in late December.

The Mayor announced that he attended an event held by the R.C. Historical Society in
which they honored the Village for our commitment to historical preservation.  We are
the only municipality in the County that is a Certified Local Government.

The Mayor announced the Community Garden is comprised of 16 plots for Villagers to
grow vegetables and flowers. It is being led by Deborah Jindela, construction is
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underway and the first planting should be by June 1st. If enough interest is shown in the
next year, more plots will be constructed.

There is a new Litter Patrol officer who will begin shortly.  The last individual is on
extended leave with the Town for health reasons.

Mayor Oppenheim reminded everyone that the Village is still conducting a Lightbulb
Swap. Every household is entitled to receive two free compact fluorescent light bulbs in
exchange for regular light bulbs.

Mayor Oppenheim announced that he would like to get a newsletter out in June. He
requested the Board members to start putting their articles together.

The Mayor announced that the County Legislature has authorized a half million dollar
bond for the replacement of the Mayer Drive bridge.  The County is going out to bid for
this work and hopefully the work will be completed by early Fall.

One of the founding fathers of the Village, Village Attorney Warren Berbit has written a
25 year history of the Village.  It is posted on the Village's website for all to read. The
Mayor thanked Mr. Berbit for finally accomplishing this feat.

Mayor Oppenheim advised that the Board will be discussing trees in front of the
residences in the Indian Rock/Lackawanna Trail neighborhood. The roots of these trees
have begun to destroy the curbing and foundations in their path. There are issues as to
who is responsible for removing these trees; the Homeowners Association or the actual
resident.

The annual Memorial Day Remembrance is planned for May 29th at 9 a.m at Village
Hall.  Each year we invite the Marine Corp League, who supply the Color Guard and the
Honor Guard; a bugler to play Taps during the rifle salute. Skylar Spinner, a Montebello
Elementary School fifth grader will read the Gettysburg Address.  The guest speaker will
be Howard Goldin, a Viet Nam veteran.  All are invited to attend.  There will also be an
unveiling of the 911 artifact which will take place in the Memorial Garden on Village
Hall grounds.

Solar panels will be installed at the Montebello Community Center shortly.  It has taken
some time, due to bureaucratic paperwork

The Mayor announced the resignation of the Assistant Village Attorney for prosecutions,
Jonathan Ripps.  Mayor Oppenheim thanked Jonathan for his service to the Village. Jay
Golland will be taking his place.

The Village Board has asked Attorney Berbit to formulate amendments to the Village's
Noise Law.
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Lastly,  Mayor Oppenheim had a meeting with Orange & Rockland representatives who
are looking to promote data supply companies to move into the area.  The Village is
eager and willing to work with them.

Orange and Rockland is out cutting back trees that have the potential to interfere with
their power lines. There have been several blackouts in Montebello; the main trunk runs
around the Goldberg mansion.

Mayor Oppenheim announced that one of his favorite actions during the year is
recognizing the top 10% of the Suffern High School graduating class who reside in
Montebello.  Every year the Board of Trustees honors the students and their parents for
this prestigious achievement.  These students are the future of our country.

The Mayor and Trustees recognized the following students by presenting each of them
with a Certificate of Academic Excellence and taking a photograph with each: Cullen
Soares, Jana Soares, Leah Sackler, Lindsay Roth, Jared Roth, Julia Liebergall, Sujay
Alvencar, and Ashley Kunow. The following students were also recognized, but not in
attendance and will receive their certificates in the mail: Alysa Berkowitz, Scott
Greenwood Alain Kaldany, Blake Fleischer, James Liu, Alec Brodsky, and Michelle
Ciofi.

The Board Members commended the students and their parents and extended their
congratulations to all!

Parks Commission Business:

No one is in attendance from the Parks Commission.  Mayor Oppenheim advised that the
consultant work on Phase II of the Kathryn Gorman Ponds Park has started.

Public Comment:

Joan Roth - 6 Kevin Drive, Montebello, Member of the Kevin Drive Association -
advised that the Association has hired an Attorney regarding the FOIL requests that were
submitted. The response to the first FOIL request limited our review; the second request
dated April 27th wasn’t responded to.  We feel that the requests were not handled
properly.

Village Attorney Warren Berbit responded to Ms. Roth at the request of the Mayor.  He
stated that she should have the   Association's attorney look at the FOIL procedure and
the FOIL appeals process. He asked the Association to take into account that Montebello
is a small village, with small staff and small space and when asked to review more than
40 building department files along with Planning Department files. If the case went to
court, in his opinion, it would be thrown out and a waste of time and money that would
have been spent.  There was no denial at all on the part of the Village. The requests were
responded to in a timely fashion.  The Association can take whatever steps it feels are
necessary.
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Mayor Oppenheim reiterated clearly that the FOIL requests were not denied and that the
Village Clerk, Debra Mastroeni responded to the requests in the proper time allowed.

Ms. Roth requested a written transcript of Mr. Berbit’s comments.

Mr. Berbit responded that there will not be a transcript, but that upon a written FOIL
submission she could obtain a copy of the tape.

Fredericka Shpetner - 1 Kevin Drive, Montebello- references a building permit taken out
for an addition on her home, and when the final inspection was done for the Certificate of
Occupancy, she was told her step was not designed properly and she would have to have
it fixed before receiving a C of O. The step was fixed in a timely manner and ultimately a
C of O was issued.  Would like to know why the zoning violations that were issued at
547 Haverstraw Road for converting a storage shed in the rear of the property to a one
family residence are taking so long to get cleared.  The Building Department is fully
aware of this matter, the residents in the area have made complaint after complaint and
nothing has been done. Ms. Shpetner went on to advise the chronological order of the
violations. Last summer some of the area neighbors observed a sewer line being installed,
they called the Village, the Village came and stopped it. Afraid other things are being
done that the Village does not know about. Within the last few weeks observation was
made of a water line being installed, the Village was called and it was stopped.  She
alleged there is a pattern of violations going on over a number of years and it is her and
the Association’s opinion that the Village is not being effective in controlling the
situation.  These are just violations on the storage building, there are others issues with
the other structures on the property as well.

Ms. Shpetner feels that her and her neighbors have been more than patient, polite and
respectful, they want something done immediately. She stated the Association will be
coming back to the Board meetings month after month advising the Board of what is
going on at this house until these matters are corrected.

Mayor Oppenheim advised that the Village is aware of the ongoing activity at this
residence; the allegations are well founded.  The most recent complaint resulted in the
police and the Building Inspector going on site.  Summonses and a stop work order were
issued.  All violations are dealt with appropriately.

Ms. Shpetner requested that the Village give the neighborhood written updates so they
are kept informed. She accused the Village of not answering complaints in a timely
fashion.

The Mayor promised Ms. Shpetner that the Village is acting on this case, but that he is
not going to notify every neighbor within this area with updates as to what is going on
with the violation process.  He is not going to discuss active litigation.

No one else from the public wished to speak.
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The next agenda item was a discussion on the site visit for the application of 21 Coe
Farm Road for approval to encroach into the Conservation Easement in the rear of the
property.  The application was before the Board last month, at that time it was
recommended that the Board not act, but to visit the site area that the resident would like
to encroach into with a play area for his children.

Trustee Citrin advised that he visited the property and found it to be beautiful with an
irregularly shaped, not square, very large back yard with a wooded conservation
easement. He noted that the request would square off the back yard.  Trustee Citrin feels
that it was very prudent of the Village to preserve the woodlands and wetlands as they
are.  He also feels that aesthetics, as a basis for making an application, is not a reason to
tear down trees. He does not support this application and feels that the resident has not
established a good reason to consider this application and move onto a public hearing.

Trustee Sorrillo stated that he visited the property, (he resides on this street) and, the back
yard is substantial in size. The un-wooded area is fairly substantial as well. He felt the
Board would set a dangerous precedent if they granted this relief based on aesthetics.

Trustee Caridi visited the yard and felt there is a lot of open space. She felt that if the
Board allowed trees to be taken down in this conservation area there would be a lot of
flooding.  This would affect the property next to the applicants' and behind him, and
possibly his property as well. The trees are there for a reason.

Mayor Oppenheim advised that based on the discussion with the Board members, it
appears that we will not move forward with a public hearing on this matter.

Resolution: 11-058          Village of Montebello

Title:  Denial -Conservation Easement Relief
Richard Waldman ~ 21 Coe Farm Road

WHEREAS, Richard and Joanne Waldman, residing at 21 Coe Farm Road
submitted an application on April 19, 2011, requesting that the Board consider allowing
clearing of a portion of the Conservation Easement on their property to extend their
childrens play area; and

WHEREAS, at the Village Board meeting held on April 27, 2011, the Board
discussed the request with the applicant and agreed that they needed to view the field
conditions prior to proceeding to the formal stage of setting a public hearing; and

WHEREAS, the Board members visited the site and observed that the homeowner
has a very large backyard before it meets the wooded Conservation Easement which it
understands to partly be a wetland, and that to allow disturbances in the easement, such
as removal of trees and vegetation, would most likely create drainage issues on the
surrounding properties as noted in the Village Engineer's report dated April 26, 2011; and
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WHEREAS, rarely will the village Board grant a variance from any aspect of its
Conservation Easement except for a good cause shown, and a minimum intrusion, such
as a safety fence.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board hereby denies the application
of the owners of 21 Coe Farm Road for a public hearing to consider relief on the
Conservation Easement, finding no compelling reason to allow encroachment into same;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the homeowner is advised not to encroach
on the Conservation Easement for any reason and that same shall remain in its natural
state.

Motion: Trustee Citrin

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

The next agenda item was a request for Conservation Easement relief for Dr. Lyle Dennis
and his wife Jeanie residing at 20 Canterbury Lane. They would like to install a fence
through the easement.

Dr. Dennis explained that his property has a 50' conservation easement in the rear and a
50' conservation easement in the right side yard.  The rear easement abuts the Suffern
High School baseball field, which already has a fence running along the entire rear of the
property, to the right of the property is a service access road for school purposes, this area
has no fence.

Currently the Dennis' are constructing an in-ground pool and one of the requirements is
that it must be fenced in. They have chosen to fence the entire yard in , opposed to just
fencing the pool area in.  Fencing in the property will deter the baseball players from
coming into his yard for balls.  The fence company can erect the fence in a way that there
will be no trees or brush removed from the easement.

There is currently a fence already in the easement that belongs to the high school, it was
not there when the resident moved in, and he was able to get them to install this. The side
with the access road is not fenced in and the school said it was not their responsibility to
fence this portion.

The baseball fields get a lot of activity in the Spring and there is constantly a lot of
trespassing to retrieve foul balls. Dr. Dennis stated his children get scared when they see
strangers coming from the woods. In the summer when school is out, the fields are rented
out to random league players, not from the area. This has led to unpleasant
confrontations.
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Dr. Dennis is proposing a decorative aluminum fence facing the house and along the
access road side would be a 4' chain link fence.  There would be no additional fencing
placed anywhere else.

Trustee Citrin would like to look into the ownership of the service access road, due to the
fact that the school said they are not obligated to fence this area because it is not theirs.

Village Attorney Berbit recalled a time when there was discussion of this access road
getting linked to a biking/walking trail. When this was brought to the attention of the
school they did not say the Village could do what they like because it was ours.

Resolution: 11-059          Village of Montebello

Title:  Schedule Public Hearing-Conservation Easement Relief
Lyle and Jeanie Dennis, 20 Canterbury Lane

BE IT RESOLVED, that a public Hearing be held at the next Regular Meeting of
the Village Board on June 15, 2011, to consider granting conservation easement relief to
Lyle and Jeanie Dennis, 20 Canterbury Lane, to permit the placement of a perimeter
fence around the rear of the property for reasons of safety, and to control the
accumulation of trash and to limit trespassing due to the proximity of the Suffern High
School baseball field.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that due notice be given to the neighbors and the
public as required by law and Village regulations.

Motion: Trustee Citrin

Second: Trustee Caridi

Trustee Sorrillo asked if the fence along the access road would be outside or abutting the
conservation easement.

Dr Dennis stated the code of the Village requires the fence to be one foot in from the
property line, so the fence would be one foot into the easement.  He asked if the Village
would let him put it on the actual property line.

Mayor Oppenheim mentioned that it has been the practice of the Village Board when
granting variances to allow for fencing to be placed in and around the conservation
easement, that the requirement is the fence be the same as other properties that have been
granted relief, which is black chain link.

Dr. Dennis acknowledged that he will be using that type of fencing.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.
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Resolution: 11-062             Village of Montebello

Title:  Accept Resignation of the Assistant Village Attorney and Appoint
            an Assistant Village Attorney

WHEREAS, Jonathan Ripps has resigned as the Assistant Village Attorney for
Prosecutions effective May 17, 2011, extended until May 31, 2011, in order to pursue
other growing facets of his legal career, and his appointment was to run until the Annual
Meeting of April 2012; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Village Attorney have recommended that Jay
Golland be appointed to fill the unexpired term of Jonathan Ripps position, under the
same terms and conditions; and

WHEREAS, it appears that Mr. Golland's background and experience make him
well suited to act as the Village's prosecuting attorney.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the resignation of Jonathan Ripps be
accepted with regret, effective May 31, 2011, and said position be filled by Jay Golland
as Assistant Village Attorney effective immediately in order to transition with Mr. Ripps
handling the Village's prosecuting, for the balance of his term, ending April 2012; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Jonathan Ripps be thanked on the record for
his laudable dedication and hard work while serving as an Assistant Village Attorney and
as the Village's Prosecutor, and that he continue to be retained on an hourly basis as
deemed necessary by the Mayor or Village Attorney to assist with the transition in this
office.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Citrin

Mayor Oppenheim noted that Mr. Golland should be arriving shortly and provided the
Board with a brief summary of his resume.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 11-060 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated May 18, 2011,
and totaling $ 67,912.08 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid.
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Motion:  Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

The next agenda item was discussion on amending Chapter 118 of the Village Code
entitled “Noise”.

Attorney Berbit stated that knowledgeable residents have brought to the attention of the
Village that the Noise Law is a bit archaic and in their view virtually unenforceable. He
stated the residents spent a lot of time researching this subject and recommended the
Village consider establishing a new standard called "Plainly Audible Sound", which
means "any sound for which any of the content of that sound, such as, but not limited to
comprehensible music rhythms, is communicated to a person using his or her unaided
hearing facilities".  Two definitions were suggested and Attorney Berbit integrated them
into a proposed local law, one being "Plainly Audible", the other "Unreasonable Noise".

Mr. Berbit presented the revisions to the Board members for discussion.

Mr. Berbit requested that the Board give him authority to contact a noise consultant who
the Village Planner recommended; he would like an expert to provide a professional
opinion.
 After review by the consultant Mr. Berbit will submit a report of his findings and the
Board can then set a public hearing on the matter.  At that time, Rockland County
Department of Planning and General Code will comment on the proposed amendments.

Mayor Oppenheim mentioned for the record that Deputy Mayor Millman has arrived at
9:05 p.m..

Resolution: 11-061          Village of Montebello

Title:  Authorization for Consultant to Assist Village Attorney
            with Noise Ordinance Amendment

WHEREAS, the Village Attorney prepared a draft amendment to the Village
Code Chapter118, entitled "Noise", for discussion purposes; and

WHEREAS, given that their communication first brought the possible need to
amend or update Chapter 118, Richard and Alice DiSanto were heard on the record; and

WHEREAS, the Village Attorney reports receiving information yesterday from
the Village Planner about The Noise Consulting, LLC,  which is available to consult and
assist in the designing of a more practically enforceable ordinance, and that ordinances
enacted after the benefit of expert advise tend to be better drawn on this complex subject,
as well as more sustainable.
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Attorney is authorized to
contact Noise Consulting, to ascertain their availability and fee for assisting the Village in
updating and improving Chapter 118, and also to obtain and review any ordinances or
relevant sources of information recommended for review, and that depending upon the
Village Attorney's report, the Village Board be prepared to act at the June Regular
Meeting to schedule a public hearing on amending Chapter 118, including determining
whether to retain the Noise Consulting if that seems necessary and desirable, and to set a
Hearing date at which to consider adopting an amended law.

Motion: Trustee Caridi

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Ms. Alice DiSanto is in attendance, she is the resident who has brought this matter to the
attention of the Board.

Deputy Mayor Millman asked Attorney Berbit who this may affect, water sheds, schools,
utility companies etc…

Mr. Berbit responded that it does not affect those mentioned because there are already
exceptions in the existing code for those purposes.  This will be looked at for
modernization.

Deputy Mayor Millman is concerned that when this law is put into effect it may help 10-
20% of the residents and the other 80-90% are going to be affected negatively.  He feels
this law will be hard to enforce, but does state he is not against updating it, but feels this
is not the right solution.

There was further discussion among the Board members and Attorney Berbit suggested
having the Noise Consultant attend a workshop with the Board, as there are going to be a
lot of questions they will have.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Mr. Golland arrived at the meeting and gave the Board a quick summation of his
background.  He expressed an interest in this position because he enjoys being a
prosecutor. He is looking forward to working with the Village.

Trustee Citrin questioned Mr. Golland about his work history.

Village Engineer Martin Spence is in attendance to discuss a tree removal application
submitted on March 12, 2011 for 3 Lety Lane, with which an appeals letter was
subsequently received from the tree removal contractor because their license was
revoked.
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The tree removal application requested removal of 13 trees. After the application was
reviewed and granted on March 25, 2011, it was determined that 12 trees were approved
for removal, one tree was in the conservation easement and not given approval.
The Village received a complaint at the beginning of May that there were an excessive
amount of trees being removed at this location, upon investigation there were in fact 37
trees removed and 9 of those were within the conservation easement.

The Village Engineer recommended suspension of the Tree Removal License for Perfect
Cut Tree Service, the tree removal contractor listed on the application.

The Village Attorney interjected by stating that he is currently having Perfect Cut remove
trees on his property. Under the Village Code if the Village revokes a license, the
licensee can appeal the revocation and they have the right to pay a $5000.00 cash or bank
check deposit and continue working through the appeals process.  Perfect Cut has posted
the $5000.00.

Mr. Berbit recused himself from the matter because the contractor is working at his
home.  The Deputy Village Attorney, Ira Emanuel will handle this matter.

Mr. Berbit did suggest to the Board that they limit their discussion with this matter until
after due process is served.

The Mayor noted that the Board needs to schedule a hearing for the next regular meeting
of the Board of Trustees to address this matter.

Trustee Citrin made a motion to schedule a hearing to address the Letter of Appeal from
Perfect Cut Tree Service, Inc. dated May 16, 2011 regarding revocation of their tree
removal license for trees removed at 3 Lety Lane in excess of the approved permit.
Notice to be given to Perfect Cut, the homeowner, the Village Engineer and any other
parties associated with said removal.  The motion was seconded by Deputy Mayor
Millman and upon vote carried unanimously.

Mayor Oppenheim moved up the discussion regarding resurfacing of Village roads and a
capital improvement on a retaining wall on Copeland Drive.

Village Engineer Martin Spence explained that there are two retaining walls on Copeland
Drive, the wall on the east side is showing levels of deterioration. It is approx 170 feet
long and varies in height; it was constructed at the time of the original subdivision. The
survey the village has on file shows that both walls are in the right-of-way. The wall is
displaced horizontally, and is crumbling. It is 2-3 feet in height on the ends, goes 5-6 feet
through the middle, with a berm of soil behind it that rises even higher than the wall,
there are rows of hedge trees.

Mr. Spence offered different options for repair: first and most expensive at $50,000-
$60,000 would be replacing the existing wall with a new wall; second, $20,000-$30,000,
would be replacing the northerly twenty-six linear feet of crumbling wall that’s
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deteriorating the most and then stabilizing the rest; third option, $20,000-$30,000
removing existing wall and aggressively re-grading the entire area.

Mr. Spence's recommendation is to remove the wall, and re-grade the property behind the
wall, this would then eliminate the structure in the right-of-way, and there would be no
further maintenance in the future.  The detriment to the property owner at 3 Copeland
would be the removal of a number of mature trees that would impede on her privacy.

Attorney Berbit advised the Village does not have the right to invade someone's property.
If the resident does not want this work done and they do not agree, then the Village has
the right under eminent domain.

Mayor Oppenheim asked Mr. Spence if there is any threat to public safety.

Mr. Spence responded, the wall will not catastrophically collapse, but it will continue to
deteriorate more into the right-of-way.  If the homeowner does not agree to the taking of
the trees, you could put in concrete buttresses on the north end to stabilize that area. This
would eliminate having to go onto the resident's property. Each buttress would cost
approximately $1500.00.

The Board then discussed the Village Engineer’s list of priority roads for resurfacing

Mr. Spence recommends resurfacing Charnwood Drive at an estimated cost of $63,100
(this includes resurfacing and milling); repairing the Copeland Drive wall at $29,000.00,
and should that work be done at a lesser cost, to include paving Belvedere Path at a cost
of $25,000.00.  The Village has budgeted $100,000 for capital improvements this year.

Mayor Oppenheim advised that he has received email requests from residents on Orchard
Street that feel their road needs paving.  Martin Spence stated there is a rating system of
"1-3" when evaluating roads for resurfacing. Orchard Street is rated a 2.5.

Deputy Mayor Millman stated Orchard Street is a highly traveled road, even more so
now that the Mayer Drive bridge is closed.  Mr. Spence recommended waiting to pave
Orchard Street until the bridge is repaired and reopened.

The Board members decide to hold their decision until the next Board meeting allowing
the Board members an opportunity to view the roads.

Deputy Mayor Millman asked Mr. Spence to provide a small sketch to the resident who
will be impacted by the repair of the retaining wall on Copeland Drive.

Trustee Citrin left at 10 p.m.

Resolution: 11-063             Village of Montebello

Title: Property Maintenance Hearing 
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Property Lots: 55.8-1-10 and 55.8-1-15-N. Airmont Road

WHEREAS, the Building Inspector reports in his memorandum dated May 17,
2011 that the premises located at 31 N. Airmont Road Section 55.8 Block 1 and Lot10
and 33 N. Airmont Road, Section 55.8 Block 1 and Lot 15, owner Solomon Menche,
remains in a non-maintained condition, representing a nuisance and a possible hazard to
health and safety, and an eyesore; and

WHEREAS, it is reported that said conditions have persisted since at least
January 2011, in that it appears the owner has not maintained his vacant property, the
grass being unmowed, and the property having become overgrown, and debris and plant
matter spilling over onto the sidewalk, and such cannot continue to be tolerated; and

WHEREAS, such condition appears to violate §132-17 of the Village Code and
§302.4 of the New York State Property Maintenance Code; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Building Inspector recommend that a hearing be held
pursuant to §132-17 of the Village Code, to determine whether the Village Board shall
order that the conditions be corrected at Village expense and direction, the cost of same
to be charged and assessed, to constitute a lien and charge on the property on which it is
levied until paid or otherwise satisfied and discharged, and shall be collected in the same
manner and at the same time as other Village charges.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that a hearing be held pursuant to §132-17 of
the Village Code for the above purposes on June 15, 2011, beginning at 8:00 pm, local
time, or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, and that due notice thereof be given
to the record owner and to the public as required by the Village Code.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Mayor Oppenheim noted that these properties are overgrown and the property owner,
Solomon Menche has stated he is not going to maintain them. This is the gateway to our
Village action must be taken to have maintenance performed to make it look presentable.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 11-064             Village of Montebello

Title:   Amending Resolution No. 11-055

BE IT RESOLVED, that Resolution No. 11-055, entitled Approval of Abstract
and Schedule of Claims, dated April 27, 2011 be and hereby is amended to reflect a
change in the total amount of claims from $175,424.99 to $ 172,674.99.
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Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.
Resolution: 11-065          Village of Montebello

Title:   Approval of Roof Work at the Montebello Community Center

WHEREAS, the roof of the Montebello Community Center developed two areas
of substantial leaks as a consequence of snow accumulation, as exacerbated by recent
heavy rains; and

WHEREAS, although the roof was remedially patched, it was the opinion of the
roofer that total rebuilding of the entire hip section in rear was needed; and

WHEREAS, the Village Clerk reports having followed the Village's procurement
policy in obtaining the following proposals:

1. Tip Top Building Corp. $4,995.00

2. Frank J. Tucek & Sons, Inc. $   545.00               ;and

WHEREAS, in an email from the Village Engineer dated May 18, 2011, he noted
having seen minor drips during heavy storm events, confirming the leak does exist,
recommending a trial/error approach since the cost is reasonable from Frank Tucek &
Sons, Inc. suggesting that item 4 in their quote be extended to the sloped section of the
roof where the interior laminated beam in located.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the proposal of Frank Tucek & Sons, Inc
be and hereby is accepted, that $545.00 be authorized to be expended for the roof repair,
including any extra costs associated with extending Item 4 as per the Village Engineer's
recommendation, provided that such does not exceed an additional $250.00.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 11-066          Village of Montebello

Title: Bike Rack and Pet Waste Disposal System for Gorman Park

WHEREAS, the Parks Commission has decided that a bike rack and pet waste
disposal system is needed at the Kathryn Gorman Ponds Park; and
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WHEREAS, Commissioner Rapoport has researched various companies on-line
and has reviewed her findings with the other Commissioners; and

WHEREAS, the Parks Commission members are all in agreement to purchase a
Metro Bike Rack for seven (7) bikes, catalog # 12CCS-LBR7PVCING, from Up Beat,
Inc. at a cost of $579.26 (does not include installation) and a Handy Do Waste Disposal
System from Barco Products, Model # 03BU1614 at a cost of $370.50.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Parks Commission is hereby
authorized to expend a total amount of $949.76 for purchase of the above referenced bike
rack and pet waste disposal system, and is authorized to expend up to $300.00 for the
installation of same, the funds to come from the Parks and Recreation Account.

Motion: Trustee Caridi

Second: Deputy Mayor Millman

The Board members questioned who will stock the bags and empty out the waste disposal
system.

Mayor Oppenheim responded that the litter patrol will take care of this.

Mayor Oppenheim announced the garbage receptacles have been installed in the Gorman
Ponds Park.

These expenses are coming out of the Parks and Recreation fund.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 11-067             Village of Montebello

Title:  Stop Sign at Emerald Lane Intersection of Golden Road

WHEREAS, a request has been made for a Stop Sign to be installed on Emerald
Lane at the intersection of Golden Road due to drivers exiting Emerald Lane without
stopping for oncoming traffic on Golden Road; and

WHEREAS, the Village Engineer has reviewed the request and has recommended
a Stop Sign and painted bar be installed on Emerald Lane as per his email dated May 18,
2011.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Clerk~Treasurer is hereby
authorized to contact the Town of Ramapo Highway Department and arrange such
installation; the cost not to exceed $180.00.

Motion: Trustee Caridi
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Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 11-068          Village of Montebello

Title:  Authorization for Village Engineer to attend the NYS OPR and Historical 
Preservation Workshop

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Engineer be authorized to attend the Hudson
Valley Workshop of the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation on
June 21, 2011, in Staatsburg, N.Y., the focus of the meeting being applications for the
2011 Environmental Protection Fund (EPF) grant, the Village aspiring to achieve such a
grant.

Motion: Trustee Caridi

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Public Comment:

Fredericka Shpetner - 1 Kevin Drive - summarized her earlier comments from the
beginning of the meeting regarding 547 Haverstraw Road.

Joseph Pippolo - 15 Kevin Drive - 21 year resident. He commends the Village Board for
being respectful to how damaging tree cutting could be in the surrounding area of Kevin
Drive. He hopes the Board will take the same amount of time in researching the flood
zone surrounding Kevin Drive as they did in studying noise levels. Mr. Pippolo  asked
the Village Board members to ride down Kevin Drive and witness all the hoses and sump
pumps running due to the water issues.

Stu Shpetner - 1 Kevin Drive - would like the Board to spend more time on the Kevin
Drive water issue. Would like to know what is being done to the property owner at 547
Haverstraw Road to stop him from continually violating zoning regulations and when his
court dates for hearings will be held. Illegal water lines and sewers installed.  Mr.
Shpetner would like as much time spent on a renter’s ordinance to keep people safe and
protect our biggest asset, our homes.  Mr. Shpetner also noted that he does not doubt the
Mayor’s sincerity.

Village Attorney Berbit responded to Mr. Shpetner by advising that his suspicions were
100% correct on the previous complaint regarding the water and sewer line being
installed without a permit. The Building Inspector visited the property with the Police and
with the homeowner’s permission was able to enter the barn structure and take pictures of
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the kitchen and bathroom.  Every suspicion has been validated, a Stop Work Order has
been put in place, violations were issued and court dates are in place.

The Village will seek "tear-out relief" and "injunctive relief", insisting that these
renovations be removed.  There are other violations issued by the Board of Health over
the last month as well.

Mr. Shpetner would like the Village to communicate more with the residents of Kevin
Drive who are very concerned about what is happening at this property.

Mayor Oppenheim advised Mr. Shpetner and his neighbors that the Village Board is
taking this issue very seriously.  They have a mutual interest in enforcing the law, but the
wheels of justice turn slowly.

Mr. Shpetner stated that he is more satisfied with the responses given this evening.

Old/ New Business:

The Village Clerk/Treasurer advised the Board members that she has supplied them with
proposals for 3 new computers, a new server, upgraded software and technical services.
She would like to have representatives from the companies attend a meeting with the
Board to review their proposals and answer questions.

Upon discussion, the Board members set a workshop date of June 1, 2011 at 8 p.m.

Mr. Mark Siegler, a real estate broker representing the seller of the property located at
Rella Blvd and Airmont Road is in the audience. He was under the impression that the
Board may speak on the application of the Ramapo Valley Soccer Club. Mr. Martin,
representing the Soccer Club appeared before the Board in March with a project plan.

Attorney Berbit advised that after the meeting he had a discussion with Mr. Martin and it
was decided the plan would be held in abeyance until the Applicant submitted the proper
zoning language for the Board to consider the changes that he was looking for.

Mayor Oppenheim advised Mr. Siegler to call Village Hall periodically to find out when
the Ramapo Soccer Club will be back on the agenda.

Mr. Siegler commended the Village Board members on the wonderful job they did
conducting the Village Board meeting. He noted that he has been to hundreds of
government meetings and never has he been to one more professionally run than
Montebello.

At 10:50 p.m. Trustee Sorrillo made a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss a
personnel matter, seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion carried
unanimously.
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At 10:56 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to exit Executive Session,
seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Sorrillo.  Upon
vote, the motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 10:56 p.m.

.


