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A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, 2010 AT THE
MONTEBELLO COMMUNITY CENTER. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO
ORDER AT 8:03 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIENCE.

Present: Jeffrey Oppenheim Mayor
Lance Millman Deputy Mayor
Marc Citrin Trustee
Steven Sorrillo Trustee
Stacy Caridi Trustee

Warren Berbit Village Attorney
Martin Spence Village Engineer

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer

The purpose of this meeting was to review the closure of Canterbury Lane at the
intersection of Viola Road with the residents who reside on Canterbury, Oxford Drive
and Lety Lane.

Mayor Oppenheim noted that the history goes back over twenty years when the potential
development of the Schwartz estate helped lead to the formation of the Village.  The
residents who lived on Canterbury Lane were very concerned about the impact of traffic
this development was going to generate.  Access out to Viola Road from the Pines was a
major concern.

In 1989, the then sitting Village Board made a commitment to close Canterbury Lane and
re-direct traffic straight from Lety Lane to Viola Road. This project is coming to light at
this point because the roads in the Montebello Pines development were finally accepted
for dedication by the Village in November 2009.

There was concern from various agencies within Rockland County, particularly and most
importantly the Emergency Services. The Ramapo Valley Ambulance Corp. and the
Rockland Paramedic Services gave input expressing their concerns of quick access in the
event of an emergency.  In 2006 Mayor Gorman met with members of emergency
services and the Tallman Fire Department, it was decided that either a crash gate or
emergency barrier access gate be installed, so those emergency services could access the
road quickly.  The RC Highway Superintendent was in favor and supported this idea.

In July 2006, a public hearing was held to discuss the closure of the road and a proposed
design was presented by the then Village Engineer.  The overall feeling of the public was
that traffic safety would be enhanced.
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Frozen in time, awaiting dedication of the roadways, there has been money allocated in
the budget for this project, which has been getting rolled over year after year.  In 2007,
an alternate Engineer, Martin Spence, was asked to design a plan for the closure of
Canterbury with a “crash gate”.  Since that time, Mr. Spence has become the Village
Engineer and he will review the plan for the residents present this evening.

Attorney Berbit noted the two important reasons the road is being closed: 1.) safety due
to sight distance obstructions; 2.) to relieve the Canterbury Road neighborhood of the
additional traffic from the subdivision.  In addition, Mr. Berbit noted that the gate will
have a lock box on it for emergency vehicles to gain access and cuing for fire trucks so
they will not be out on Viola Road.  There will also be pedestrian access from Canterbury
to Viola.  Mr. Berbit also noted that this closure is coming about through a very thorough
and complex series of reviews, and the extensive patience of the residents waiting for this
to happen is to be noted.

Martin Spence, Village Engineer, gave an overview of the design plans. The "crash" gate
will be locked with a lock box, which emergency personnel will have access to.  The gate
will swing into Canterbury.  The placement of the gate and the rail will be set as far south
as possible and will minimize conflict with the driveway on the east and west of the
intersection. The gate will be 24 ft wide and on each side with a wooden guard rail to
provide full closure across the width of Canterbury, there will be an opening of 4 ft wide
on one side to provide pedestrian access.  The distance the gate will sit back off Viola is
approx. 43 feet back, which will provide enough space for a fire truck to come off Viola
Road and open the gate.  There is enough of a radius for a snowplow to turn around at the
end of the street (3 point turn).  There will be temporary signage placed at Viola Road to
let people know the road is closed from the east and west as well as illuminated signage
on the barricade for night visibility.

Members have concerns about school bus access and pick up. Mr. Spence noted that a
full size school bus would have to do a "K" turn or use a driveway to back up and out in
order to turn around. The Ramapo Central School District has been notified of this
closure. The gate will not be installed until the end of the school year.

Public Comment:

Ken Finnegan- 5 Canterbury Lane - Asked why the barricade is being positioned where it
is?

Mr. Spence responded, “to accommodate a 32’ emergency vehicle turning in”.

Jason Weinger – 1 Canterbury Lane -his children and two others get picked up by a
private school bus at the intersection of Viola and Canterbury, and suggested that it might
be safer for the bus to pull off of Viola into the closure area. Mr. Weinger’s driveway
affects the design and must be changed.  Mr. Weinger prefers a circular drieveway and
feels it will be safer.  The Village Attorney will prepare an easement for the homeowner
to sign.



3

Eileen Finnegan - 5 Canterbury Lane - in favor of the closure, but would like it done after
the school year and the bus company notified so they can re-route.

Seth Klein - 21 Lety Lane – unhappy that Lety and Oxford will now have to absorb all
the traffic, Lety Lane is already a speedway.  The Village is taking traffic from one
corridor and shifting it to another.  Feels the decision is from this Board, not the one
sitting back in 1989.

Mayor Oppenheim noted that speeding and accidents are a problem on Senator Levy
Drive as well, and he has suggested that residents fill out a speed hump
application/petition.  Speed humps are a traffic calming technique.  The village received a
petition a year ago for Oxford, but was unable to act because the roads were not
dedicated.  A new petition needs to be submitted.

Trustee Citrin encouraged Mr. Klein to start the process if this is a concern of his. The
process could take from 90-120 days from start to finish.

Trustee Caridi concurred that speed humps really work.  Deputy Mayor Millman also
noted that the Board has asked for more police presence.

Warren Selchick - 2 Canterbury Lane - asked how the different agencies will have keys
to open the gate.

The Village Engineer responded that there is a universal key used by emergency vehicles
for these lock boxes.

Concerns were raised about snowplowing and emergency vehicles getting through.  Mr.
Weinger who is a member of the Suffern Hook and Ladder stated that the emergency
vehicles can push right through the snow.

Richard Direnno - 12 Canterbury Lane - asked what the gate will look like.

The Village Engineer responded, “black vinyl coated over steel”.

Al Jason- 2 Lety Lane- moved there in 2007, is concerned with the extra traffic flow past
his home but is in favor of the project and hopes the gate area will be given proper
property maintenance when the weeds start to grow around it; noting that the access road
behind the high school is not maintained.

Mayor Oppenheim thanked the residents for coming and sharing their thoughts with the
Board and advised that he would alert the school district and the bus company to the
proposed closing and the intended date thereof.

Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon
vote, the motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned.


