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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18, 2010 AT THE
MONTEBELLO COMMUNITY CENTER. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO
ORDER AT 8:06 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIENCE.

Present: Jeffrey Oppenheim Mayor
Lance N. Millman Deputy Mayor
Marc Citrin Trustee
Steven A. Sorrillo Trustee
Stacy Caridi Trustee

Warren Berbit Village Attorney

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer

Mayor’s Report:

Mayor Oppenheim began his report with an update on the Verizon FIOS installation.
He noted that the Village Engineer has instructed Verizon that the contractors performing
the installation must all wear ID tags at all times.  The Mayor also assured the residents
that Verizon is responsible for restoration of all properties disturbed by their work.

The Board members have received a 6 month budget comparison report in their packets
and so far the news is good.  The Village is operating below projected expenditures.
Mayor Oppenheim advised that he has already begun the budget process for 2011 by
requesting all department heads to submit their proposed budget numbers.  In addition,
the draft independent audit report for 2009 has been distributed to the Board for their
review.

Mayor Oppenheim noted that the Parks Commission has approved the alternate
composite material for the main pathway in the Kathryn Gorman Ponds Park.  Use of the
alternate material provides a $15,000 reduction to the bid work for Phase I for the park.
The Board will consider approval of the entry stone pillars this evening as requested by
the members of the Parks Commission.

The Mayor announced that the speed humps for Oxford Drive and Lety Lane are
scheduled to be installed by the end of the week.  Canterbury Lane is to be closed on
Tuesday, August 24th and there will no longer be access from Canterbury to Viola Road.

The Mayor advised that Mr. Goldstein, the original owner of the Holiday Inn property,
has repurchased the property and anticipates transforming the Holiday Inn into a Crowne
Plaza Hotel.  Millions of dollars of upgrades are proposed.  Mayor Oppenheim has
invited them to make a presentation to the Board of their plans.
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On another note, the Mayor noted that the Building Inspector has notified the owners of
historic properties that they must comply with the maintenance of these structures.
Mayor Oppenheim also announced that the Historic Survey done by Larson Fisher
Associates has been completed.  Ms. Fisher will make a brief presentation to the Village
Board next month.

Mayor Oppenheim reminded everyone that it is time for another newsletter and requested
that they get their articles in.  The Mayor would like the newsletter to go out no later than
mid-September to announce Montebello Day which will be held on Sunday, October 10th.

The Mayor gave an update on the Mayer Drive bridge closing, noting that he has been in
contact with the County and they are seeking proposals for the work and trying to get the
County Legislature to approve funding for the project.  The County does not expect to
reopen the bridge before next summer.  Mayor Oppenheim also advised that the County
will be paving the thruway overpass on Airmont Road sometime in October.

The next agenda item was a Public Hearing on the Phase I Code Amendments to
effectuate the Comprehensive Plan Review Changes.  The Village Clerk/Treasurer read
the legal notice into the record:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that a Public Hearing will be held by the Board of
Trustees of the Village of Montebello on Wednesday, August 18, 2010, at 8:00 p.m. local
time, or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard at the Montebello Community
Center, 350 Haverstraw Road, Montebello, New York 10901, to consider adopting the
Phase I Village Code Amendments to effectuate Comprehensive Plan Review Changes to
the Village of Montebello, Montebello, New York Comprehensive Plan.  Said
Amendments include: creating the potentially mixed use Route 59 Development District
in former Village Center District, including 100 foot wide and 50 foot wide Conservation
Easements along the road frontage and westerly boundary, respectively; permitting a
flagpole not to exceed 25 feet, and an arbor or trellis in the front setback;  adding
reference to Use Group “m” for Montebello Pines in code tables; removing mention of
opaque fencing in Conservation Overlay District; adding ARB review to non-residential
use site plan approval in residential zones; regulating storage of toxic, flammable,
noxious or environmental matters in PI District; encouraging or requiring greater
attention to preservation of existing trees in ER-80 and RR-50 Districts and encouraging
use of natural materials in the same; all as more particularly set forth in the proposed
amendments.

All members of the public and all interested parties are invited to attend and
participate.  The Phase I Amendments to the Village Code will be available for inspection
and review at the Village Office during normal business hours, Monday through Friday,
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., which should be read in their entirety by interested persons.

The Village Attorney, Warren Berbit, confirmed with the Clerk that the legal notice was
posted on August 6, 2010 and published in the Journal News on August 8, 2010 and that
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the proposed Phase I Amendments were made available in narrative form to the Board
members and the public on August 8, 2010, meeting the legal requirements.

The Village Attorney gave a brief summation of what lead to this public hearing.  Mr.
Berbit explained that the Village adopted a Comprehensive Plan in October 2003 and in
accordance with Village Law, the Plan should be reviewed every five years. The Board of
Trustees felt strongly about a review taking place, and in the fall of 2008 established a
Comprehensive Plan Review Commission.  In September 2009, after public meetings and
a hearing, the Commission submitted a draft document with revisions for the Board’s
review.  The Village Board made its’ own changes and a Revised Comprehensive Plan
was adopted in December 2009.  The Phase I Amendments will effectuate the revisions
made as outlined in the legal notice.

The Village Attorney asked the Clerk if any other documents were received.  The Clerk
responded affirmatively and noted the following: email from Nancy Raynor of General
Code dated August 10, 2010 commenting on the proposed zoning amendments;
memorandum from the Planning Board, dated August 16, 2010 unanimously approving
the adoption of the Phase I Amendments; memorandum from Village Planner, Robert
Geneslaw, dated August 18, 2010 responding to General Code’s comments.

Village Planner, Robert Geneslaw was present and advised the Board members that once
they adopt the Phase I amendments, General Code will format them into the Village’s
existing Code.  Mr. Geneslaw reviewed his memorandum to the Board dated August 18,
2010 in which he listed his response to each of the comments made by General Code in
their email dated August 10, 2010 addressed to the Village Clerk/Treasurer. (Copies
attached)

One of the key issues discussed was the properties that currently lie within the Village
Center zone, which zone will be deleted, and the implementation of the new Route 59
Development District zone (R59-DD).  The approximately 11 acres of vacant land next to
the Tagaste Monastery will change from the VC zone to the R-59DD zone.  The other
three properties currently in the VC zone will revert back to the original zoning
designations: the shopping center will revert to the NS zone; the Valley National bank
property and the medical building will both revert back to the LO zone.

Deputy Mayor Millman asked what would happen if the four properties currently in the
VC district were zoned under the R-59DD zone?

Mr. Geneslaw responded that he would have to evaluate that question as it is a
complicated issue.  The Deputy Mayor requested that his comment be addressed at the
next meeting.

Mr. Geneslaw also advised the Board members that there appears to be a small parcel,
less than half an acre with frontage on Route 59, zoned VC, which is owned by the
monastery.  The Board may want to specifically identify this piece and it should be
included in the R59-DD zone.
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At 8:49 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to open the Public Hearing,
seconded by Trustee Sorrillo.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

No one from the public wished to speak.

Mayor Oppenheim asked Mr. Geneslaw to supply written comments to the Board prior to
the next meeting in September as Mr. Geneslaw will not be in attendance at that meeting.

Mr. Geneslaw advised the Board that he has prepared a short form Environmental
Assessment Form and a negative SEQRA declaration, noting that the environmental
review was done with the Comprehensive Plan revisions.

The Village Attorney requested that the record reflect that the draft SEQRA documents
have been received for review by the Board and the public.  The Village Attorney also
advised that the hearing must remain open awaiting the GML response from the County
of Rockland Planning Department.

Resolution: 10-091          Village of Montebello

Title:  Continuation of Public Hearing on Proposed Local Law No. 2 of 2010

WHEREAS, upon the advice of the Village Attorney, the Public Hearing
regarding proposed Local Law No. 2 of 2010, implementing Phase I of the
Comprehensive Plan Review based amendments to the Zoning Law, Chapter 195 of the
Village Code, must be continued since the GML §239 reaction of the Rockland County
Planning Department will not be available until sometime in September, 2010.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the aforesaid Public Hearing be
continued at the next Regular Meeting of the Village Board scheduled for September 15,
2010.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-092            Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees
of July 21, 2010 be and are hereby approved.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo
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Second: Trustee Caridi

Discussion: Corrections to be made to pages, 1,2,3,4, and 11.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Parks Commission Business:

The Board members discussed the Parks Commission’s request for the stone pillars at the
entry way to the Kathryn Gorman Ponds Park.  Mayor Oppenheim noted that the pillars
are to have the same symmetry to the old pillars off of Mile Road.  The pillars were bid
as an alternate when the Village went out to bid for the main pathway and parking area.
The bid price is $9,900 and would be expended from the parks account (money in-lieu of
land).

Trustee Caridi stated that she is in favor of the pillars being built, she feels they would
look very nice at the entry way.

Deputy Mayor Millman would like to see a visual of what they will look like.

Mayor Oppenheim responded that the pillars will be circular in shape and approximately
five to six feet tall.

After further discussion, the Board would like to see a more illustrative view of the pillars
with detailed dimensions.

Public Comment:  No one wished to speak.

Resolution: 10-093 Village of Montebello

Title: Violation Search Request Refund-

WHEREAS, a request for a Violation Search was submitted on June 25, 2010,
for 18 Robin Hood Road, SBL: 48.15-2-52; and

WHEREAS, a fee of $175.00 was paid in association with said request and the
Building Department Clerk processed the request sending a letter to schedule an
appointment for same; and

WHEREAS, the applicant, Abstracter's Information Services has submitted a
letter dated August 2, 2010, canceling their request for the violation search, and have
requested a refund; and

WHEREAS, there appears to be no obligation to return said fee, but it appears
reasonable and equitable that such occur in the circumstances, less the cost associated
with processing the request thus far, reasonably estimated at $87.50 including the time of
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the Building Department Clerk, and Village Clerk/Treasurer and the Village Attorney in
conjunction with the application for a refund.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that for the reasons set forth, the sum of one
half of the violation search fee, $87.50 be refunded to the applicant, representing the fee
originally paid to the Village, less its estimated costs associated with said violation search
request.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Deputy Mayor Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-094          Village of Montebello

Title:  Cohen-47 Coe Farm Road-Pool Fence Permit Waiver

BE IT RESOLVED, upon the application of Keri Cohen, 47 Coe Farm Road as
expressed in her letter received July 8, 2010, and after review of the letter of the Building
Inspector dated May 21, 2010, and his Memorandum dated July 20, 2010, in the interests
of fairness and equity, that the renewal fee of $183 for the expired pool fence permit
(#924-06) be and hereby is waived, but the equities not appearing as compelling, the
renewal fee of $491 for the required pool permit is not waived.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-095          Village of Montebello

Title:  Fighting the MTA Job-Killer Tax

WHEREAS, the Village of Montebello accepted a Report of the Economic
Development Commission dated June, 2008; and

WHEREAS, that report identified that promoting and supporting economic
development is a traditional and important function of our local government; and

WHEREAS, the imposition of an additional MTA surcharge tax of $0.34/$100
unfairly hurts businesses in Rockland County, in general, and in Montebello, in particular
by reducing disposable income and creating a reason to move to another geographic area
where taxes are lower; and
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WHEREAS, the people of Rockland County, in general, and Montebello, in
particular, do not enjoy the putative benefits of MTA services as much as the citizens of
New York City, though they must pay at an equal "rate"; and

WHEREAS, the businesses in Montebello, such as Dress Barn, have already
announced significant job layoffs which will harm the economy, and which are driven in
no small measure by inequitable taxes, such as the MTA tax; and

WHEREAS, the County of Nassau has initiated a lawsuit against the MTA,
arguing that the MTA tax is unfairly discriminatory, unconstitutional and a job-killer, and
Putnam County, along with the Orange County Towns of Chester, Deerpark and Monroe
have also joined this lawsuit, and County Legislator Ed Day supports joining the lawsuit;
and

WHEREAS, by joining this suit those municipalities would represent the people
of Montebello, and all people within the Town and County; and

WHEREAS, the County of Rockland and the towns located within the County,
representing all the people and businesses in the County, would be in a better position to
join this lawsuit than the Village of Montebello.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village of Montebello supports and
calls upon the Rockland County Executive, the Rockland County Legislature, the
supervisors of the towns in Rockland and their respective Councils, to demonstrate the
unacceptable nature of the MTA's unfair, job-killing, discriminatory tax upon the people
and businesses of Rockland County by initiating and joining in a lawsuit against the
MTA; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution shall be mailed to
each of the listed individuals, and that if no other senior municipality engages in this
lawsuit, that the Mayor shall investigate the feasibility of joining Montebello as a plaintiff
in this case and report his findings and recommendations to the Board of Trustees.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-096          Village of Montebello

Title:  Kathryn Gorman Ponds Park Alt A-1 Stone Pillars

BE IT RESOLVED, at the urging and explanation of the Parks Commission, and
after public deliberation by the Village Board, that the stone entrance pillars and
associated wing walls, Alternate A-1 of the original bid package for Gorman Ponds Park
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Phase I, being an extra cost option of $9,900 by Turco Golf, Inc., be and hereby is
approved, and said sum authorized to be expended therefore from the Parks and
Recreation Capital Improvement account  ("The Money in Lieu of Land Account"),
conditioned upon submittal to the Village Board of a drawing or photo of a comparable
structure, including dimensions, and subject to further action by the Village Board should
the materials submitted prove unacceptable to same.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-097             Village of Montebello

Title:  Village Insurance Renewal 2010/2011

WHEREAS, it is prudent that the Village maintain insurance coverage for loss to
property, general liability, hired car-non owner auto, crime, public officials,
boiler/machinery, and umbrella liability, etc. as has been covered in prior years; and

WHEREAS, the Village Clerk sought competitive proposals, from our current
broker, Salerno Brokerage Corp. and CLG Insurance, a local broker representing a
number of local municipalities; and

WHEREAS, Salerno Brokerage submitted a proposal totaling $38,671 for
coverage with Illinois National Insurance Co. with an AM Best rating of A+XV and CLG
Insurance submitted a proposal totaling $26,576 for coverage with Travelers Insurance
with an AM Best rating of A+XV; and

WHEREAS, the terms of the policy's appear to maintain the same coverage as
the current policy dated September 7, 2009 to September 7, 2010, with the exception of
the inclusion of coverage for the solar panels and the Gorman Ponds Park dams.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that insurance coverage as aforedescribed for
the Village be renewed with Travelers Insurance, brokered by Scott Liebert of CLG
Insurance for the period of September 7, 2010 to September 7, 2011, in the amount of
$26,576, a decrease of $484 from last years policy and $12,095 below the competing
proposal, representing the lowest cost at comparable coverage; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the terms and conditions of such insurance
and undertaking shall be as set forth in the face of same, which policies and undertaking
shall be appended to the minutes hereof as if fully set forth hereinafter.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi
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Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-098          Village of Montebello

Title:  Replacing Battery Backup Equipment for Server

WHEREAS, the Village Clerk reports that the APC battery backup equipment for
the Lenox Server suffered a catastrophic failure last week; and

WHEREAS, it is essential and urgent that the server have a battery backup to
secure restoration of the files should the AC power go down for any reason.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Clerk is hereby authorized to
accept the quote from Atlantic Tomorrow's Office for the purchase of a APC Smart UPS
750XL (750VA 120V USB & Serial) with a 3 year advanced warranty for a total cost of
$620.00

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Approval of the monthly abstract and schedule of claims was next.  There was discussion
regarding litigation expenses and the Board opted to discuss the matter further in
Executive Session before approving the abstract.

Resolution: 10-099          Village of Montebello

Title:  Historic Preservation Commission-Funding Brochure

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission, as set forth in the letter of
Chairwoman Bracken dated August 16, 2010, a true copy of which shall be attached to
the Minutes hereof, has requested $1,000 in funding to prepare a multi-purpose
informational brochure timely for distribution on September 22, 2010, when the Historic
Architect's survey of the Village is presented; and

WHEREAS, the HPC explains that such will increase the public's awareness of
the work of the HPC and the importance of the survey, and of the Village's effort to
preserve our heritage as a Certified Local Government ("CLG") by the New York State
Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that preparing such brochure be and hereby is
approved including the expenditure of up to $1,000 to print same, said sum to be
expended from surplus.
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Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Review of the 6 month budget report and the auditor’s management letter was the next
agenda item.

Mayor Oppenheim commented that the audit report looks good.

Deputy Mayor Millman noted that the auditor’s would like the Village to comment on
how they plan to utilize the settlement funds received from the developer of the Pines.

The consensus of the Board was to respond that the funds are not restricted in any way
and will be used for general budgetary purposes.  Trustee Sorrillo noted that the planning
and engineering expenses are well above the projected revenues and asked that those
lines be reviewed.

The Board members reviewed the budget comparison report and concurred that the
Village is spending wisely and doing a great job.

Public Comment:  No one wished to speak.

Old Business:

Mayor Oppenheim reminded the Board members that the County Legislature has planned
a recognition ceremony for them on September 7th at 6:30 p.m.

Deputy Mayor Millman questioned whether or not the Spook Rock Chalet is being taxed
and requested that the Assessor’s office be contacted to ascertain this information.

New Business:

Trustee Citrin complimented our Building Inspector, Larry Picarello, for quickly
addressing a tree permit inquiry.

Mayor Oppenheim requested that the Village Attorney provide a written response to Mr.
and Mrs. DiSanto regarding the noise ordinance.  Mr. Berbit responded that he is
gathering from various places, including NYCOM and General Code, other noise
ordinances to review.  He will respond when he has completed the process.

Mayor Oppenheim also noted his encounter with a bear and suggested we include a
warning to residents in the next newsletter.
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At 9:57 p.m., Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to enter Executive Session to
discuss ongoing litigation, seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion carried
unanimously.

Trustee Caridi left the meeting at 9:59 p.m.

At 10:08 p.m., Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to exit Executive Session,
seconded by Trustee Sorrillo.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-100 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated August 18, 2010,
and totaling $ 146,436.58 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid.

Motion:  Deputy Mayor Millman

Second:  Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Trustee Sorrillo made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Millman.  Upon
vote, the motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 10:09 p.m.


