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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2010 AT THE
MONTEBELLO COMMUNITY CENTER. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO
ORDER AT 8:13 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIENCE.

Present: Jeffrey Oppenheim Mayor
Lance Millman Deputy Mayor
Stacy Caridi Trustee
Marc Citrin Trustee
Steven Sorrillo Trustee

Warren Berbit Village Attorney

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer

Mayor’s Report:

Mayor Oppenheim announced that a revised Community Development Block Grant
Application was submitted for handicap accessibility at Gorman Ponds Park. The County
Executive will announce the grant awards on March 23rd.

The Mayor also announced the submission of a NYSERDA grant application to obtain
funding for solar electric panels at the Community Center. Mayor Oppenheim noted that
he will be offering a resolution this evening to become a Climate Smart Community. We
have also sent requests for funds to Senator Morahan and Assemblywoman Rabbitt for
other items that we need assistance with.  The Mayor will keep everyone informed as to
the status of these requests.

Mayor Oppenheim advised that he met with Village Attorney Warren Berbit, Village
Planner Robert Geneslaw and Deputy Village Attorney Ira Emanuel to discuss Phase I of
changes to the Zoning Code consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. Mr. Geneslaw is
working on the language and the Mayor will keep the Board updated.

Mayor Oppenheim noted that the planned meeting with the residents of Canterbury Lane,
Lety Lane and Oxford Drive to discuss the closure of Canterbury Lane at the intersection
of Viola Road had to be postponed because of the snowstorm on February 10th.  After a
brief discussion, the Board members chose March 10th to hold this meeting and requested
that the Village Engineer attend.

The Mayor commented that the snowplowing is going well and that he took a ride with
Highway Superintendent, Anthony Sharan, during one of the storms. The Village has not
received any complaints from the Montebello Pines residents.
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Mayor Oppenheim attended a meeting on electing representatives of the Rockland
County Solid Waste Authority.  Mayor Dubow from South Nyack and Mayor Kay from
Airmont were elected to the positions.

Deputy Mayor Millman noted that the very large tree on Mile Road that was slated to be
taken down last year, but was not, has been trimmed. The Village Historian took photos
of this tree, which is said to be over 100 years old.

Parks Commission Business:

No one was present from the Parks Commission but Mayor Oppenheim advised that the
Parks Commission is working on Phase II of the Gorman Ponds Park; fountains, benches,
etc.

The Deputy Mayor questioned the Parks Commission’s authority to spend money.  The
Village Attorney responded that they are aware that only the Village Board has that
authority.

The Town Assessor has responded that our concerns regarding “The Chalet” on Spook
Rock Road being a tax exempt entity is valid and being evaluated.

The Ramapo Valley Garden Club has requested permission to plant a tree on the Village
Hall property for Arbor Day.  They would like to dedicate the tree in memory of long
time Village resident Joan Mulderig.   The Board members were in agreement and
suggested that the Garden Club meet with the Parks Commission regarding the location
of where the tree should be planted.

Public Comment:

No one wished to speak.

Resolution: 10-011                                                                             Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees
of December 16, 2009 be and are hereby approved.

Motion: Trustee Caridi

Second: Deputy Mayor Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.
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Resolution: 10-012 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees
of January 20, 2010 be and are hereby approved.

Motion: Trustee Caridi

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-013             Village of Montebello

Title: 2010 Stormwater II Education Program Agreement

WHEREAS, as part of the Stormwater Management Regulations the Village must
offer an ongoing educational and outreach program to its residents and municipal
personnel regarding stormwater management, and has recommended that it meet this
requirement by contracting with the Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rockland,
("Cooperative Extension"); and

WHEREAS, as more particularly set forth in a 2010 Stormwater II Education
Program Agreement, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be
appended to the Minutes hereof, in order to meet the educational requirements the
Cooperative Extension has offered to contract with the Village for the 2010-2011 contract
year (April 1, 2010 through March 31, 2011) at a cost of $1,000.00 to provide necessary
services, which services shall include amongst other things:

1. Conducting a Stormwater Symposium and Planning/Zoning Board   
workshops.

2.  Engage in Youth Education.

3.  Providing at least 6 educational articles for distribution.

4.  Making at least 3 PSAs (public service announcements).

5.  Developing educational fact sheets and flyers for distribution to the
Village residents.

6.   Serving as an informational center, including maintaining a
website, and maintaining a Horticulture Diagnostics Lab, which,
for a fee, will provide soil testing based fertilizer
recommendations.
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7.  Attending the Villages annual stormwater management meeting
and Montebello Day upon request.

8. Actively promote the Storm Drain Marketing Program coordinated
by the Rockland County Environmental Management Council to
include more volunteers and more storm drain markings within the
Village.

9.  Actively promote litter clean-up along streams, beaches and
roadways (in cooperation with Keep Rockland Beautiful, Inc.) in
order to prevent litter from entering water bodies.

10. Provide reports and evaluate effectiveness of progress; and

WHEREAS, the Cooperative Extension reports that due to reorganization, the
Village will not have to pay for services from the 2009 phase.

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Agreement be entered into with the
Cornell Cooperative Extension, and said sum of one thousand dollars ($1,000) authorized
to be expended therefor.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Deputy Mayor Millman expressed his disappointment with Cornell Cooperative
Extension because they were present on the weekend at the RCC Show, when for the past
2 years the Village was told they would not be able to attend Montebello Day because it
was held on the weekend.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-014             Village of Montebello

Title:  Repair and Maintenance of Village Hall Chimney and Roof

WHEREAS, there is a leak in the chimney area of the Village Hall roof, causing
the Village Clerk to solicit proposals to repair same; and

WHEREAS, the roofing contractor, Frank J. Tucek & Sons, Inc. ("the
Contractor"), in a proposal dated January 28, 2010, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a
true copy of which shall be attached to the Minutes hereof, proposes to waterproof and
seal the surrounding area and the chimney, and to re-secure the adjacent gutter, at a total
cost of $585.00; and
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WHEREAS, the Contractor also proposes that the Village consider entering into a
one year, spring only Roof Inspection and Maintenance Agreement, or a one year version
of same with two visits, or a three year version with two visits per year, said agreements
referenced as if set forth hereinafter, the respective cost of same being $525 per visit for
one visit per year, $495 per visit for two visits per year, or $475 per visit for two visits
per year over three years, true copies of such agreements  to be attached to the Minutes
hereof; and

WHEREAS, upon discussion, the Village Board decided to contract with the
Contractor to make the aforesaid repairs at a cost of $585, but not to enter into a
Maintenance Agreement.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village enters into the following
agreement with Frank J. Tucek & Sons, Inc for the repair of the chimney and roof at the
Village Hall, and that the associated sum is authorized to be expended for such purpose:

Repair Agreement at a cost of $585, all as more particularly set
forth in the associated Agreement.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-015             Village of Montebello

Title:  Climate Smart Community Pledge

WHEREAS, the Village of Montebello (hereinafter "local government") believes

that climate change poses a real and increasing threat to our local and global

environments which is primarily due to the burning of fossil fuels; and

WHEREAS, the effects of climate change will endanger our infrastructure,

economy and livelihoods; harm our farms, orchards, ecological communities, including

native fish and wildlife populations; spread invasive species and exotic diseases; reduce

drinking water supplies and recreational opportunities; and pose health threats to our

c i t i z e n s ;  a n d

WHEREAS, we believe that our response to climate change provides us with an

unprecedented opportunity to save money, and to build livable, energy-independent and

secure communities, vibrant innovation economies, healthy and safe schools, and
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r e s i l i e n t  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s ;  a n d

WHEREAS, we believe the scale of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reductions

required for climate stabilization will require sustained and substantial efforts; and

WHEREAS, we believe that even if emissions were dramatically reduced today,

communities would still be required to adapt to the effects of climate change for decades

t o  c o m e .

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Village of Montebello, in order to

reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to a changing climate will:

1. Pledge to Combat Climate Change by Becoming a Climate Smart Community

• Set goals to reduce GHG emissions and adapt to predicted climatic changes.

Establish a task force of local officials and community members to review the

issues and propose a plan of action. Designate a point person who will oversee

climate change initiatives and publicly report on progress. Work cooperatively

with similar task forces in neighboring communities to ensure that efforts

complement and reinforce one another. As an official signal of commitment and

for access to technical resources, sign on to a widespread climate campaign such

as ICLEI Local Governments for Sustainability - Climate Protection campaign.

2. Set Goals, Inventory Emissions, Move to Action

• Gather data, inventory GHG gas emissions, and establish baselines for local

government operations and community sectors. Develop quantifiable interim

GHG emission targets consistent with emission reduction goals and propose a

schedule and financing strategy to meet them. Encourage stakeholder and public

input and develop an action plan. Report emissions to The Climate Registry

(TCR), which has developed a standardized method for reporting emissions

inventories; use ICLEI and TCR's tools to track and evaluate progress.
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3. Decrease Energy Demand for Local Government Operations

• Adopt a goal of reducing electricity use by 15 percent from projected levels no

later than 2015.

  Existing Public Facilities. Inventory current building electricity

usage and identify opportunities for conservation and efficiency retrofits. Obtain

energy assessments from the New York State Energy Research and Development

Authority (NYSERDA), the New York Power Authority, the Long Island Power

Authority or other professionals. Consider actions such as purchasing energy

efficient equipment and appliances, such as ENERGY STAR®; improving

lighting, heating, and cooling efficiency; setting thermostats for maximum energy

conservation; decreasing plug load from office equipment; and increasing pump

efficiency in water and wastewater systems.

  New Public Buildings. Achieve at least minimum U.S. Green

Building Council Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design standards

(LEED Silver) for all new local government buildings.

  Infrastructure. To the extent applicable at all: Incorporate energy

efficient technologies and operations and maintenance practices into municipal

street lighting, traffic signals, and water and wastewater treatment facilities.

  Vehicle Fleet and Commuting. To the extent applicable at all:

Improve the average fuel efficiency of local government fleet vehicles.

Discourage vehicle idling and encourage bicycling, car-pooling and public transit

for employees. Consider reducing the number of vehicles; converting fleet

vehicles to sustainable alternative fuels; and using electric vehicles where

possible.

4. Encourage Renewable Energy for Local Government Operations

Supply as much of the local government's power, heat and hot water needs as 

possible from solar, wind, and small hydro through purchase or direct generation.

5. Realize Benefits of Recycling and Other Climate Smart Solid Waste  
Management Practices

• Expand the "reduce, reuse and recycle" approach to waste management in local

government operations and in the whole community. Reduce the amount of solid

waste generated -- promote backyard composting, implement volume-based
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pricing and educate residents on how to prevent waste. Promote reuse by

organizing community-wide yard sales, and providing a space for drop-off or

trade of reusable goods. Provide recycling receptacles in local government

buildings and outdoor spaces, require duplex printing in government offices,

compost food scraps and green waste, and adopt a comprehensive green

purchasing program.

6.  Promote Climate Protection through Community Land Use Planning

• Combat climate change by encouraging low-emissions development that is

resilient to climatic changes. When updating land use policies, building codes or

community plans, include provisions to combat climate change; reduce sprawl;

preserve and protect open space, biodiversity, and water supplies; promote

compact, transit-oriented, bikeable and walkable communities; promote infill

development; minimize new development in floodplains; maintain or establish

healthy community forests; and promote best forest management practices and

encourage tree planting, especially along waterways, to increase shading and to

absorb carbon dioxide.

7. Plan for Adaptation to Unavoidable Climate Change

• Evaluate risks from unavoidable climate change, set adaptation goals and plan for

adaptation. Identify climate change impacts (such as flooding, drought, and

extreme temperatures) that could affect the community. Identify areas such as

water supply and sewer infrastructure that may be at risk due to sea-level rise and

future changes in climate. Factor risks into long-term investments and decision-

making. Execute climate change adaptation and preparedness measures through

local government planning, development and operations, giving priority to the

highest risk areas.

8. Support a Green Innovation Economy

• Identify opportunities to incorporate climate protection, sustainability and

environmental goods and service industries into economic development plans.

Encourage workforce development training and school curricula that support the

emerging green collar job sector, including renewable energy and energy

efficiency, as well as climate smart solid waste management practices. Procure

climate smart goods and services for local government operations and support

modernizing of local and national electricity grids.
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9. Inform and Inspire the Public

• Lead by example. Highlight local government commitment to reducing energy

use, saving tax dollars, and adapting to changing conditions. Demonstrate the

benefits of energy savings, energy efficiency, and renewable energy projects by

hosting open houses; distributing fliers; holding local meetings; working with

school districts, colleges, and universities to develop climate change curricula and

programs; engaging faith-based communities in climate protection; and regularly

communicating community climate protection goals and progress to constituents.

10. Commit to an Evolving Process
• Acknowledge that research and policy on climate protection are constantly

improving and evolving. Be willing to consider new ideas and commit to update
plans and policies as needed. Compare successes, cooperate and collaborate with
communities to redirect less-effective actions and amplify positive results.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Mayor Oppenheim comments:

Trustee Sorrillo stated very recent scientific evidence indicated we may not have a
scientific problem in the world; he does not have a problem supporting this resolution,
but does not know if he wants to go on records as saying we have a problem in the world.
Mayor Oppenheim felt we do have green house gas elevations and thinks it is a good
thing for governments to cut down on green house gas emissions and cut down on the use
of electricity and save tax payers money. The Mayor has had interesting discussions with
glacial geologists who are skeptical. This pledge is something the DEC requires all
municipalities to take in order to qualify for grants. No other municipality in Rockland
has taken this pledge; we will be the first, once again.  He would like residents to start
"thinking globally" and to join this effort. The Village has already set precedence with the
solar panels at Village Hall; we are on the way of having solar panels at the Community
Center.

Deputy Mayor Millman asked Attorney Berbit if the Board of Education should be
notified that their schools are now in a Climate Smart Community and should try to make
effort to follow this pledge.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.
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Resolution: 10-016 Village of Montebello
            

Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated February 17,
2010 and totaling $ 84,304.52 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be
paid.

Motion:  Deputy Mayor Millman

Second:  Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-017 Village of Montebello

Title:  Adding Dam Insurance Coverage

WHEREAS, on or about November 23, 2009, the Village took title to the roads,
rights-of-way, easements and parkland within the Montebello Pines Subdivision; and

WHEREAS, such parkland includes the storm water works and earthen dams
located therein, causing the Village’s insurance agent, Salerno Brokerage Corp., to report
in its letter dated February 12, 2010, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of
which shall be attached to the minutes hereof, that dam failure or collapse could and
should be added to the Village’s General Liability coverage, at a pro-rata cost of $467
effective December 1, 2009, representing a per annum premium  of $609.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the “Dams” exclusion from the Village’s
General Liability Insurance be voided, and Dam Failure or Collapse coverage’s be added,
retroactive to December 1, 2009, at a pro-rata cost of $467 which is hereby authorized to
be expended, representing  a per annum amount of $609.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Public Comment:

No one wished to speak.

Old and New Business:
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The Board members discussed adding a security deposit to the rental agreement for the
Community Center to take care of damages and clean up when the applicant does not
leave the building in the same condition as received.  It was agreed to add a $200.00
security deposit to all use agreements for the Community Center.

Deputy Mayor Millman noted that Orange and Rockland did call him regarding his
concerns about the major power outage a month ago.  They were looking for direction as
to what would be considered a substantial outage for notification purposes to the Village.

Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Sorrillo.  Upon
vote, the motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.


