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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2010 AT THE
MONTEBELLO COMMUNITY CENTER. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO
ORDER AT 8:07 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIENCE.

Present: Jeffrey Oppenheim Mayor
Lance Millman Deputy Mayor
Stacy Caridi Trustee
Marc Citrin Trustee

Warren Berbit Village Attorney

Absent: Steven Sorrillo Trustee

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer

Mayor’s Report:

Mayor Oppenheim announced receipt of the Village’s second installment of mortgage
recording tax fees in the amount of $47,205.77.  The Mayor noted that the payment was
not as bad as expected considering the first payment of $39,717.88.

The Mayor announced that the Village will be proceeding with an application for
Community Development Block Grant funding for handicapped accessible parking and
pathway for the Gorman Ponds Park.   The Parks Commission has recommended
increasing the number of parking spaces to 12.  The Village Engineer will revise the plan
to reconfigure the change in parking spaces.

Mayor Oppenheim welcomed new Building Inspector Larry Picarello.  Mr. Picarello is a
resident of Montebello and is an employee of the Town of Ramapo.  The Village has
entered into an inter-municipal agreement with the Town which allows for Mr. Picarello
to work for the Village.  In addition, we will be instituting a regular inspection schedule
of the historic properties within the village to make sure they are being properly
maintained.

The Village has accepted dedication of the roads in Montebello Pines. The Town
Highway Department has taken over plowing of those roadways and there have been no
complaints to date.

The quarterly newsletter has been mailed out as well as the Village tax bills.  The
newsletter is also available on the Village’s website.

Mayor Oppenheim noted that there was a serious issue that involved a member of the
staff.  The Board members will vote on accepting the employee’s resignation this
evening.
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The Mayor touched base on the resolution of the Adult Student Housing litigation and
noted that there should be no further demand on our budget for legal fees.

Mayor Oppenheim announced that there was an act of vandalism which included 16
mailboxes being knocked down on Nottingham and Mile Road. The four teenagers were
caught and the mailboxes have been restored.

Deputy Mayor Millman, owner of the one of the damaged mailboxes, advised the Board
members that the parents and juveniles specifically went to every house involved and
apologized and either repaired or replaced the damaged mailbox.

Mayor Oppenheim discussed proceeding with the closure of Canterbury Lane now that
the Village has accepted dedication of the roads in the Montebello Pines development.
The last time this was discussed was back in 2006 and a meeting was held with the
surrounding property owners.  The Mayor would like to schedule a meeting for February
and again invite the residents of Canterbury Lane, that end of Oxford and Lety. Once a
date has been set, letters will go out to those residents.

The seat of Dennis Kay, Mayor of Airmont on the Solid Waste Authority has been
challenged.  The Conference of Mayor’s will hold a special meeting next week to support
his continuation in that seat.

Mayor Oppenheim has spoken with James Alpert from ISI Solar,  looking into grant
money for installation of solar panels at the Montebello Community Center.  An energy
audit will be performed to assist in procuring this grant.

A re-certification application will be submitted to the Tree City USA Department of New
York State.

Mayor Oppenheim has sent a letter to the Public Service Commission complaining about
the two food network channels being dropped from Cablevision.

There will be two changes to our Boards and Commissions, Maria Conte-Benedict has
resigned because she has moved out of the Village and Jonathan DeGraw is being
replaced.

The required dam safety report has been submitted to the New York State Department of
Conservation with regard to the dam in the Pines.  The Village Engineer is in the process
of preparing an Emergency Action Plan that must be in place by this summer.

The tattered Village flag has been replaced on the front lawn of Village Hall.

A letter was sent to Congressman Engel, Senators’ Schumer and Gillebrand offering
them an invitation to meet with local residents at the Community Center to discuss their
concerns. The event would enable local residents to ask questions and hear thoughts from
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their federal legislators.    To date, there has been no response from any of the elected
officials.

Lastly, the Mayor reported that a resident complained about not being able to obtain
Verizon FIOS in her area.  The Mayor has reached out to Verizon and asked them to take
another look at that location for installation of the fiber-optic lines.

The next agenda item was a report from independent auditors Dave Wemmer and
Michael Rockefeller of Korn Rosenbaum LLP for fiscal year 2008.

Mr. Wemmer noted that this is the third year the Village has had an independent audit.
The Village is in good shape and ended the 2008 year with a nice surplus relative to
expenses.  Internal controls are in place.  Ms. Mastroeni and Mr. Nyman are doing a good
job.  Mr. Wemmer went on to say that they issued a “clean opinion, unqualified” as they
have done the last two years.  Mr. Rockefeller, who managed the audit, also stated that it
was an excellent audit.  He also noted that they finished the last week of August, but
there was a delay in receiving responses back from letters that were sent out.

Deputy Mayor Millman expressed his appreciation for all the time and effort the firm has
put in and again requested that the Board would like to receive the report earlier,
preferably before budget preparation.   Mayor Oppenheim concurred.

Resolution: 10-001             Village of Montebello

Title: Accept 2008 Independent Audit

BE IT RESOLVED, that the audit report from Korn Rosenbaum LLP, Certified
Public Accountants, for the calendar year 2008 is hereby accepted.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

The next agenda item was a Public Hearing for the Community Development Block
Grant Program Performance and New Application.

Mayor Oppenheim noted the map on display from the office of the Village Engineer of
the Gorman Ponds Park as it exists today.  The Village Attorney noted that the first page
is a photo display showing key aspects of the parkland; essentially, the pathway and
ponds that are key to the Phase I design aspect.

The Mayor gave a brief summation stating that the Parks Commission recommended
beginning the development process to be able to utilize the parkland now that the Village
has accepted dedication.  The first stage of the process in order to open up the park to the
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public would be to put in a parking area to accommodate approximately 12 cars and then
to have a trail that will extend from Senator Levy Drive through the park down to Mile
Road.  Whereby the Community Development Citizen’s Advisory Committee played an
important role, as the goal of this project is based on their recommendation to make
application for Community Development Funds to provide accessability to the park,
particularly to handicapped individuals and seniors to be able to enjoy this public park.

The Community Development Block Grant Program funds projects that will be open to
everyone and particularly to those available with special needs. The Committee was
invited to the meeting this evening and has endorsed this project.  The Board members
have in their packets an itemized budget proposal from Village Engineer, Martin Spence,
who has gone through  the engineering details and has proposed essentially a total budget
of $176,000, of which $120,000 is estimated for the construction of ADA parking spaces
with appropriate signage, and a handicap accessible walking path to a handicap
accessible main path of a quarter mile in length, including a turn around, all navigable by
a wheelchair and suitable for walking, jogging and navigable by emergency vehicles if
necessary. This is a wonderful plan for the people of Rockland County to be able to
enjoy, particularly the people of Montebello and vicinity. This is a good opportunity for
the Village to obtain grant money to accomplish a worthwhile purpose and address a need
for the disabled.

Trustee Citrin questioned the number of parking spaces proposed and how many of those
are actually designated for handicap?

The response was, “two”.

Village Attorney, Warren Berbit, attended the Parks Commission meeting and relayed the
events that took place when the Village Engineer presented his plan. Mr. Berbit noted
that his comments led to increasing the parking area. The tentative plan for all phases that
was drawn up several years ago by the landscape architect, Mr. Perry from Nyack, had 3
parking areas in the park.  This was the main area that was most central, most desirable to
build first.  All three were small areas, fitting 6, 8, and 9 cars.  In the area, heading
northwest, which is to the left hand upper side of the drawing, left hand side of the trail,
the contour of the land rises so the parking lot is cut into the hill, there is retainage on the
far side of the parking lot in the form of a boulder wall.  Mr. Berbit went on to explain
that what he noticed was that the contour lines or the flatness of the land, ran to the left or
to the southwest, therefore, the parking lot could be readily extended to the left without
causing very much additional expense; little additional retainage was necessary, little
additional work and once the equipment was there, the incremental cost for a few more
spots is much less than the cost per spot of the smaller size lot and, no mature trees were
in the way.  Once this was mentioned the Parks Commission thought this was a great
idea; let’s increase the size of this lot and in the future, as the use evolves, we will be able
to eliminate at least one of the other lots.  The extra space also facilitates, e.g., van turn
around. The main path is 1,250 feet or about 1/4 mile, 9 feet wide; it’s a special aggregate
that lasts for 15 years, locks together, it is environmentally friendly, a nice natural color,
and it's navigable by wheelchairs, bikers, runners and even by emergency vehicles in case
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something happens along the path. The Commission also adjusted the small spur path to
the parking lot to also make it entirely handicap accessible and useable.  At the same
time, it was suggested to increase the aggregate in level, free form shapes into the treed
area between the main path and the parking lot to accommodate a bench or two, perhaps
a picnic table and a biking rack, all handicap accessible.  Mr. Berbit concluded that these
are the changes that evolved, as well as to use "green materials" to the extent possible and
to make all the materials natural to blend into the aesthetic of the landscape. The 20 foot
apron at the entrance abutting the road, and which can be used for drop-off or pick up,
was originally asphalt, it has been changed to either an aggregate, in a form that can
withstand a greater use, or an embossed concrete that is dyed to look like paving stones.
Even the gate that comes down and locks will have materials that blend into the natural
surroundings, such as a form of steel that will take on its own patina as it oxidizes and
blends into the landscape.

Deputy Mayor Millman asked, with the increase in the size of the lot, the intent was to
not be able to visually see the lot, what will be the effect?

Mr. Berbit responded that it does not affect the visibility of the lot because its
perpendicular to the road continues to run along the path, it does not affect the tree
coverage either.  No trees are in the way.

Discussion continued regarding closing the park at night, whether a picnic table should be
allowed as the Board does not wish to promote barbequing; the placement of benches and
garbage receptacles.

Mayor Oppenheim reminded the Board that this is the general engineering plan being
discussed; the finer details will be worked out.

Trustee Citrin questioned, “If the surface is pervious, how will the parking spaces be
marked?”

The Village Attorney responded, “A separate stop log or natural stop barrier for each car
is proposed”.

At 8:38 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to open the Public Hearing,
seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Public Comment:

Elizabeth Stevens, Committee Member, expressed that the Committee’s recommendation
was based on its’ desire to provide handicap accessability to parkland.  The walking path
being accessible will allow people in wheelchairs increased trail opportunities to enjoy.

Jacqueline Padilla, Committee Member, concurred with Ms. Stevens and noted that it
was equally important for seniors to be able to utilize this walking trail close to home.
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The only other park that is close is Kakiat Park and she does not believe it is handicap
accessible.

Deputy Mayor Millman agreed with the Committee Member’s comments, that it was a
wonderful idea, but noted his concern for senior/handicap transport to the park.

Trustee Citrin stated that the park will be open to everyone and it is not the Board’s
responsibility to supply a means of transport.

No one else wishing to comment, at 8:46 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to
close the Public Hearing, seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion carried
unanimously.

Resolution: 10-002                                 Village of Montebello

Title:  Approval to Submit Community Development Block Grant Application

WHEREAS, at the request of the Mayor, pursuant to the recommendation of the
Montebello Citizen's Advisory Committee, the Village's Engineer, Martin Spence,
surveyed the Kathryn Gorman Ponds Park regarding making barrier free access
improvements, as described in his memo dated January 7, 2010, referenced as if set forth
hereinafter a true copy of which shall be appended to the minutes hereof.; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Spence reports that the desired improvements at an estimated
cost of about $120,000, would include constructing ADA parking spaces with appropriate
signage; a handicap accessible walking path to a handicap accessible main path of a
quarter mile in length, including a turn around, all navigable by a wheelchair and suitable
for walking, jogging; and

WHEREAS, given the Village's desire to make the Kathryn Gorman Ponds Park
accessible to all persons, the aforestated construction would enable the creation of a
"Neighborhood Facility" accessible to all Disabled Persons, including according to the
HUD National Objective, use by the elderly and persons of limited economic means; and

WHEREAS, accordingly, the Mayor has had a Community Development Block
Grant application prepared for this purpose, and requests approval by the Trustees which
is a prerequisite to application.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Application be and hereby is
approved for the aforestated reasons.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.
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Parks Commission Business: No one was present to speak.

Public Comment:  No one wished to speak.

Resolution: 10-003             Village of Montebello

Title:  Fueling Agreement - Town of Ramapo - 2010

WHEREAS, the Town of Ramapo has offered to renew a Fueling Agreement with
the Village of Montebello for one year effective January 1st, 2010 pursuant to Article 5G
of the General Municipal Law; and

WHEREAS, as more particularly set forth in said Agreement, referenced as if
fully set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be appended to the Minutes hereof,
the Village's two vehicles may be fueled at the Town's facility on Pioneer Avenue,
Tallman and the Village agrees to pay for such usage at the Town's cost plus 20%
administrative fee to cover the Town's expense, said total cost to the Village being less
than obtaining fuel by other means.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Agreement be entered into, and the
Mayor authorized to execute same on behalf of the Village.

Motion: Trustee Citrin

Second: Deputy Mayor Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-004             Village of Montebello

Title:   Amending Resolution No. 09-111

BE IT RESOLVED, that Resolution No. 09-111, entitled Approval of Abstract
and Schedule of Claims, dated October 21, 2009 be and hereby is amended to reflect a
change in the total amount of claims from 130,933.04 to 125,960.82.

Motion: Trustee Caridi

Second: Deputy Mayor Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-005 Village of Montebello

   Title:  Declaration of Vacancy and Appointment of Ad-Hoc to the Planning Board
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WHEREAS, Jonathan DeGraw is serving as Ad-Hoc member of the Planning
Board for a term to end April 2010; and

WHEREAS, apparently due to personal or professional circumstances, Mr.
DeGraw has been unable or unwilling to regularly attend meetings of the Planning Board
to meet the minimum requirements necessary to retain such appointment, causing the
Mayor to recommend that the Board end Mr. DeGraw's appointment, declare his Ad-Hoc
seat as vacant, and fill same with Thomas Ternquist Sr., residing at 6 Canterbury Lane.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that, pursuant to the recommendation of the
Mayor, Jonathan DeGraw's term as Ad-Hoc member to the Planning Board be terminated
effective immediately, his seat declared as vacant, and Thomas Ternquist Sr. appointed to
fill the balance of the two year term to expire April 2010.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-006 Village of Montebello

Title: Declaration of Vacancy and Appointment of Regular and Ad-Hoc
         Member to the Zoning Board of Appeals

WHEREAS, by virtue of her letter dated January 15, 2010, Maria Conte-
Benedict, a regular member of the Zoning Board of Appeals whose appointment ends
April 2014, reports having moved, thus having to resign her seat effective immediately;
and

WHEREAS, the Mayor has recommended that Ad-Hoc member Janet Gigante,
whose appointment ends April 2011, be appointed to fill the vacating regular seat of
Maria Conte-Benedict, and that Stanley Shipley residing at 9 River Road, be appointed to
fill the vacating Ad-Hoc seat of Janet Gigante.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows:

1. That the resignation of regular member Maria Conte-Benedict be accepted
effective immediately, and her seat be declared as vacant.

2. That Janet Gigante be appointed to the aforestated vacant regular seat
effective immediately to serve the balance of the 5-year term, until April
2014, and that her Ad-Hoc seat be declared as vacant.

3. That Stanley Shipley be appointed to the vacant Ad-Hoc seat effective
immediately, to serve the balance of the 2-year term to end April, 2011.
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4. That the Village Board hereby expresses its gratitude to Maria Conte-
Benedict for her service to the Village, and hereby spreads same across its
Minutes for posterity.

Motion: Trustee Caridi

Second: Deputy Mayor Millman

Mayor Oppenheim and members of the Board thanked Ms. Conte-Benedict for her
service, she will be greatly missed.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-007            Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees
of November 18, 2009 be and are hereby approved.

Motion: Trustee Caridi

Second: Deputy Mayor Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-008             Village of Montebello

Title:  Appointment of Registrar and Deputy Registrar

BE IT RESOLVED, the Village Clerk/Treasurer, Debra Mastroeni, be and hereby
is appointed as Registrar of Vital Statistics, and Deputy Clerk, Shelly Flanagan-Ramos be
appointed as the Deputy Registrar of Vital Statistics, each for a 2 year period effective
January 1, 2010 until January 1, 2012 as provided by law.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-009 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims
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BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated January 20, 2010
and totaling $91,161.42 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid.

Motion:  Deputy Mayor Millman

Second:  Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-010             Village of Montebello

Title:  Resignation of Building Department Clerk

WHEREAS, Randi Wald, the Building Department Clerk, tendered a written
resignation which read effective "January 8, 2009", intending same to be January 8, 2010,
as confirmed by the date of a companion waiver letter, both actually received on January
8, 2010; and

WHEREAS, upon the recommendation of the Mayor and Village Clerk pursuant
to discussion with the Building Department Clerk, and with the advice of the Village
Attorney, said resignation is to be construed as effective upon Board action this evening,
by mutual agreement the Building Department Clerk having received salary for seven
days after January 8th and also one day of vacation pay owed to her for 2009.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as consistent with the foregoing and the
understanding with the Clerk, that said Resignation be and hereby is accepted effective
immediately according to the above terms and the position declared as vacant; and, that
given the lull in building and in applications to the Boards, the Planning and Zoning
Clerk shall have her hours increased to full-time on a salaried basis, equating to $32,000
per annum, to assist with covering this function, it also being understood that the balance
of the clerical staff will assist with Building Department clerical and telephone duties to
the extent necessary, or as directed by the Village Clerk/Treasurer.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Old Business:

Deputy Mayor Millman expressed his concern that Orange and Rockland failed to notify
any Village official of the substantial black-out that affected 1800 residents in our
Village. He requested a letter be sent to Orange & Rockland asking that they notify an
official of the Village, preferably the Mayor or Village Clerk, when there is a substantial
loss of electricity to our residents.
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The Village Clerk/Treasurer was asked to prepare a letter for the Mayor’s signature to
effectuate same.

Trustee Citrin expressed his pleasure with the numbers for the 4th quarter recycling
rebate, noting that our numbers are better than Airmont and Chestnut Ridge.  He
encouraged residents to continue their recycling efforts.

At 9:04 p.m. Mayor Oppenheim made a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss
personnel and ongoing litigation, seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion
carried unanimously.

At 9:32 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded
by Trustee Citrin.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon
vote, the motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 9:34 p.m.


