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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2010 AT THE
MONTEBELLO COMMUNITY CENTER. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO
ORDER AT 8:00 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIENCE.

Present: Jeffrey Oppenheim Mayor
Lance N. Millman Deputy Mayor
Marc Citrin Trustee
Steven A. Sorrillo Trustee
Stacy Caridi Trustee

Warren Berbit Village Attorney

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer

Mayor’s Report:

Mayor Oppenheim began his report with the announcement of an informational meeting
being held at Village Hall on October 21st at 7 p.m. by County Legislatures Alden Wolfe
and Ilan Schoenberger regarding the Mayer Drive Bridge. Representatives from the
Rockland County Highway Department will also be present to answer questions.

The Mayor noted that Montebello Day was a phenomenal success and thanked Deputy
Mayor Millman and Trustee Caridi for all of their hard work.

Deputy Mayor Millman concurred that it was an outstanding day and that they were
lucky to have a lot of help.  He thanked all the volunteers, especially the High School
students and residents, who gave their time and worked really hard to make it a
successful day.  Deputy Mayor Millman thanked the local bands that performed and all of
the food establishments that contributed.  A special thank you was extended to Manhattan
Beer Distributors who generously donated 240 bottles of soda and 240 bottles of water
along with a generous monetary donation.  The Deputy Mayor noted that the New York
Organ Donor Network was present and Mayor Oppenheim went around and encouraged
people to sign up to be potential organ donors under the registry program.

Mayor Oppenheim noted that pictures from Montebello Day have been posted on the
Village’s web site.

The fall newsletter is also posted on the Village's website. Mayor Oppenheim asked the
Board to start thinking about their articles for the winter newsletter that is due in
December.
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The Historic Resource Survey was presented last month by Larson Fisher Associates,
which the Mayor was able to video tape. He is working on having this posted to the
website for all to see.  The Mayor noted that the survey is a wonderful piece of
Montebello history.   There are a lot of resident's homes listed in the booklet which is
available for purchase for $20 at Village Hall.

Following up on complaints of people driving through the grass strip around the crash
gate at Canterbury Lane to access Viola Road, the Mayor thanked our Village Clerk for
arranging for the installation of large boulders in the grassy areas which will prevent
vehicles from passing through.

Mayor Oppenheim gave an update on the Gorman Ponds Park; work is proceeding nicely.
He also advised that the Board will be considering a resolution this evening to authorize
the Village Engineer to prepare a grant application to help fund the trail system
throughout the park.

The next agenda item was the independent audit report for fiscal year 2009.  Dave
Wemmer and Michael Rockefeller were present from Korn Rosenbaum LLP.  Mr.
Wemmer advised that the audit was a success and lauded the transparency and
cooperation received from Village Clerk/Treasurer, Debra Mastroeni and Financial
Consultant, Marvin Nyman.  He noted that there was no feeling of information being held
back; there were no internal control issues; there was full compliance by all testing that
was done.  There was an increase in revenue, over a half million dollars, due to a
settlement; net assets about the same and depreciation on assets matched by reduction of
debt.  Mr. Wemmer finalized his report in noting that the management letter contained
the same recommendation as in prior years, that the uniform system of accounts as
suggested by the comptroller’s office be used.

Mayor Oppenheim responded that it is not cost effective to utilize that system in a
municipality this small.

Mr. Wemmer noted that the current system the Village uses works well and operations
run smoothly.

Deputy Mayor Millman asked if there was anything the Board could do that would
expedite the report?

Mr. Wemmer responded that the field work was completed in July but that he was away
in August which delayed finalizing the report for presentation.

Deputy Mayor Millman requested that the draft be more complete in order to limit the
response time.  He then noted that the auditor’s performed very well and that he is very
happy with the firm.
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Mayor Oppenheim also expressed his gratitude and advised that the Village's assets
exceed its liabilities by more than 6 million dollars and our bond rating was raised by
Moody's.  We are doing a good job.

Deputy Mayor Millman requested that the audit report be posted on the Village’s web
site.

The next agenda item was Parks Commission Business: review of the proposed sign for
the rules of the park.  Mayor Oppenheim reported that some people are already violating
the rules by riding ATV's in the park and have torn up the gravel parking area.

The Board members made some changes to the rules and condensed some of the lines to
finalize what they feel is appropriate for the park rules sign.

The Mayor asked Attorney Berbit if posting a sign is needed in order to enforce rules and
regulations at the Park?

Attorney Berbit responded "it would not hurt", avoiding claimed due process defenses.

Public Comment: No one wished to speak.

Resolution: 10-110             Village of Montebello

Title: Accept 2009 Independent Audit

BE IT RESOLVED, that the audit report from Korn Rosenbaum LLC, Certified
Public Accountants, for the calendar year 2009 is hereby accepted.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-111            Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees
of September 15, 2010 be and are hereby approved.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo Abstain: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried.
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Resolution 10 - 112 Village of Montebello

Title: Authorize Village Engineer Work on Grant Application –
          LU Recreational Trails Program 2011

WHEREAS, the Mayor learned that the LU Recreational Trails Program 2011 had
available significant sums to facilitate the construction of Recreational Trails, and the
Village is in the process of designing and constructing said trails in the Kathryn Gorman
Ponds Park, and had planned on a long term prospective to establish a global system of
trails within the Village ; and

WHEREAS, the application submittal date is November 5, 2010, the application
process is an involved one requiring the submittal of support documentation and
conceptual sketches, and attendance at a seminar meeting on October 13, 2010, thus
necessitating that the Village Engineer be authorized to commence such work upon the
polling of the Board, the intent being to ratify such authorization at this, the next meeting
of the Village Board; and

WHEREAS, the Village Engineer submitted a proposal to perform said work as
dated and received on October 8, 2010, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy
of which shall be attached to the minutes hereof, which proposal shall charge for such
services at said Engineer’s usual hourly rates, but not to exceed a total cost of $3,000.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, for the reasons as afore described, that said
proposal be and hereby is approved retroactive to October 8, 2010, and an expenditure
not to exceed $3,000 be authorized for the purpose set forth therein.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-113 Village of Montebello

Title: Authorization of Plans to Construct a Montebello Community Garden

WHEREAS, there have been indications of local interest in establishing a
Community Garden; and

WHEREAS, these indications include the creation of a survey list at Montebello
Day of potentially interested residents; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor has attended a meeting of the Cornell Cooperative on the
topic of establishing a Community Garden; and
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WHEREAS, a Community Garden serves multiple benefits, including providing a
safe place to garden and harvest fresh produce and flowers; providing an opportunity for
socializing and community-building; fostering a natural teaching and learning
environment for all ages; creating a sense of community pride, ownership and
stewardship of the land; providing an opportunity for members of the community with
varied talents and abilities to come together and learn from each other; and

WHEREAS, prior to the establishment of a Community Garden it is reasonable
and appropriate to perform an engineering study to determine the feasibility of
construction and an estimate of the cost.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Engineer, Martin Spence, is
hereby authorized to study the feasibility of constructing a Community Garden at the
Village Hall property, including engineering plans and a cost estimate of this project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor shall consult with the Engineer to
determine the appropriate size and placement of the Community Garden such that it will
minimally distract or disturb the vista, view shed and historical setting of the Village Hall
property, and the use of said property for community events; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board shall receive a report within two
(2) months such that a determination may be made as to whether to proceed with
construction.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Discussion: Trustee Citrin questioned who would have jurisdiction over the garden,
would it be the Parks Commission, and where would the water come from?

Mayor Oppenheim responded that the Parks Commission has a full plate in developing
the Kathryn Gorman Ponds Park.  The Village board could appoint a committee that
would manage the garden under the leadership of one individual.  The Mayor went on to
say that he and the Village Engineer walked the Village Hall property and a water line
would be accessed from the gazebo.  He noted that he has spoken to various members of
the community who have shown enthusiasm and would be interested in managing this
project. This garden would be organic, so there would be no pesticides.  Mayor
Oppenheim envisions creating 75 lots, each 15’x5’, starting with 20 lots the first year and
then adding on. Members involved in the project would have to attend Cornell
Cooperative Extension to learn about gardening.

Deputy Mayor Millman feels this is a great idea; he will be able to put Martin Spence in
touch with a company that will either donate or sell at cost the green planter boxes that
could be used in a raised garden.  This is a better route to go as we are going to need a
fence due to the animals.
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Mayor Oppenheim noted that the Village Engineer has already suggested fencing using
tall wooden stakes with chicken wire.  The Deputy Mayor would like to be involved in
the approval of the garden location.  In addition, he asked about a small tool shed and
posting a sign with rules regarding maintenance of the garden.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-114 Village of Montebello

Title: Designation of Offices to be Filled at Village Election

WHEREAS, the next general election for officers will be held on Tuesday, March
15, 2011; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees must designate by resolution and publication
the offices which are to be filled at such election and the terms thereof.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees designates that the
offices of the Mayor and Two Trustees are to be filled at the general election on Tuesday,
March 15, 2011 and that the term of these offices will be four years, commencing at noon
on April 4, 2011; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village of Montebello constitutes One
Election District for the General Village Election.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Discussion:  Mayor Oppenheim informed the Board that using the new machines is very
expensive and would like to opt for the use of paper ballots.  The Village Clerk/Treasurer
informed the Board that the scanner ballots must still be purchased from the Board of
Elections and used for the paper ballots.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-115             Village of Montebello

Title:   Snow Removal/Landscaping Services 2010-2011

WHEREAS, the Village Clerk/Treasurer sent out RFP’s for Snow Removal and
Landscaping Services at Village Hall and the Montebello Community Center, and for
Landscaping Services, separately, at the Viola Road Cemetery, around the 7 Village
roadside entry signs, and along Ponds Park for the grassy margin between it and Senator
Levy Drive, and Landscape and Maintenance around the pond areas, including the
pathway and parking area for the period December 1, 2010 to November 30, 2011; and
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 WHEREAS, proposals were received from Belleville Landscaping, Inc., Pro-Cut
Lawns Landscaping and Contracting, Inc., Classic Landscaping, LLC, and Ascape
Landscaping and Construction, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, true copies of which
shall be appended to the Minutes hereof, the salient details of which are as follows:

 

Snowplow and
Landscape  Village

Hall and
Community Center

Mow Edge of
Ponds Park

(Senator Levy
Dr.)

Landscape
Cemetery and
Village Signs,

Parking Areas and
Pathway Ponds Total

Pro Cut
Lawns*Landscaping and

Contracting, Inc. 15,594.00 1,490.00 3,980.00 21,064.00

Classic Landscaping,
LLC 49,220.00 Inclusive Inclusive 49,220.00

Belleville Landscaping,
Inc. 16,560.00 * Inclusive Inclusive 16,560.00

Ascape Landscape &
Construction 37,440.00 * 3,000.00 Inclusive 40,440.00

* plus unspecified loader/truck charges for snow removal if needed or requested

WHEREAS, it appears that Belleville Landscaping, Inc. has offered the most
economical proposals, and combined proposal, and noting the apparent absence of snow
depth and salting escalating provisions except if a loader is needed for heavy snow with
the prior approval of the Village.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board upon due deliberation,
does hereby accept the combined proposal of Belleville Landscaping, Inc. for Snow
Removal and Landscaping Services at Village Hall, the Montebello Community Center,
and Landscaping Services, alone, at the Viola Road Cemetery, around the 7 entry signs,
and along Ponds Park for the grassy margin between it and Senator Levy Drive,
maintenance around the pond areas including the pathway and parking area for the period
December 1, 2010 to November 30, 2011 at an all inclusive package price of $16,560, as
more particularly set forth in the proposal, and  authorizing that said sum be expended for
said purposes, contract to be in a form as approved by the Village Attorney, the only
potential extra costs being use of a front end loader for a heavy snowfall, with the prior
approval of the Village.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-116 Village of Montebello
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Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated October 20, 2010,
and totaling $ 177, 253.42 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be
paid.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second:  Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 10-117             Village of Montebello

Title:  Public Hearing on Tentative Budget for 2011

BE IT RESOLVED, that a Public Hearing is to be held on the Tentative Proposed
Budget for the fiscal year 2011 on November 10, 2010 at 8:00 P.M. local time or as soon
thereafter as the matter can be heard, such that a Budget for said year can be adopted.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village Clerk-Treasurer is hereby
directed to notice and post same.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Public Comment:  No one wished to speak.

At this time, Mayor Oppenheim presented his proposed budget for 2011 to the Board
members.

At 8:56 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to temporarily adjourn the regular
meeting to go into workshop for the budget, seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the
motion carried unanimously.  Financial consultant Marvin Nyman was present for the
budget workshop.

At 10:03 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to exit the workshop and resume
the regular Board meeting, seconded by Trustee Sorrillo. Upon vote, the motion carried
unanimously.
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At 10:04 p.m. Trustee Sorrillo made a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss
ongoing litigation, seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion carried
unanimously.

At 10:25 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to exit Executive Session,
seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Citrin.  Upon
vote, the motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 10:26 p.m.


