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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 2009 AT THE
MONTEBELLO VILLAGE HALL. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT
8:00 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

Present: Jeffrey Oppenheim Mayor
Marc Citrin Trustee
Steve Sorrillo Trustee
Stacy Caridi Trustee

Warren Berbit Village Attorney

Absent: Lance Millman Deputy Mayor

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk-Treasurer

Mayor Oppenheim held a brief moment of silence in honor of Edward Bracken who was
a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals since it was first created.

The Mayor noted that Deputy Mayor Millman is under the weather and will not be in
attendance.

The Mayor and Trustees honored the following students, all of whom reside within the
Village, for scoring in the top ten percent of their Suffern High School graduating class
by presenting each of them with a Certificate of Academic Excellence: Tyler Jamieson,
Peter Fernandez, Brendan Rice, Grace Altebrando, Dakota Starkey, Charles McCann and
Joshua Citrin, Arielle Berkowitz and Richard Barbera.

Congratulations to all!

Mayor’s Report:

Mayor Oppenheim expressed his deepest condolences to Dodie Bracken and her family
for their loss.

A special thank you was extended to all that attended the Memorial Day Ceremony.  Viet
Nam Veteran David Smith was the Guest Speaker this year with 5th grader Sophie Breuer
reading the Gettysburg Address.  Senator Morahan, Congressman Eliot Engle,
Assemblywoman Annie Rabbitt, Supervisor St. Lawrence and Legislature Alden Wolfe
were also present.   Most important, our veterans and the members of the Marine Corp
League who have honored us with their presence at every ceremony and have assisted us
greatly, we thank you.
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Our Village Attorney, Warren Berbit is working on highway and snowplowing bid
specifications that will allow us to seek alternate bids and compare prices against the
Town contract.

Bobby from Sound Concepts will attend the meeting a bit later with a revised proposal
for the AV System for the Community Center.

Mayor Oppenheim discussed the Tappan Zee Bridge Project, noting that the scoping
document is available on-line; he encouraged all to visit the site and take a look at the
scoping document and the public's comments.  Only two Villages in the entire County
made comments, Montebello being one of them.  This project will have an enormous
impact on our area.  He will keep all informed on this commuter-rail train project.

Computers have been installed in the Building Department for the Building Inspector and
Fire Inspector.  This will enable this Department to run more efficiently.

The Mayor attended another Rockland County Multi-Family Task Force meeting. This
Committee’s goal is to address a County wide issue of illegal multi-family housing.  It
has the support of the various fire officials, EMT's and police officials from the County.

The Montebello dedications of roads and parks will be discussed in further detail in
Executive Session.  There has been considerable activity since last discussed.

The Mayor stated there is no specific proposal for road repaving. Roads identified for
possible repaving are Brigadoon, Dunnigan, Henry, Lake, and Zeck. There are alternative
methods that can be utilized in road resurfacing and the Village will explore the most cost
effective way.  The Rockland County Highway Department will be resurfacing N.
Airmont Road out to Route 59 and will be filling the potholes along Spook Rock Road.
This work will take place this summer.

Mayor Oppenheim advised the Board members that the Building Department’s monthly
violation and permit reports are in their folders.  A meeting took place with various
Village officials and residents from Kevin Dr. to discuss ongoing complaints with regard
to a home on Haverstraw Road.  The Building Inspector and the prosecuting attorney will
keep the Mayor advised of this issue.

Mayor Oppenheim discussed pending legislation that is awaiting the Governor’s
signature that will enable the dissolution of local governments.  The new legislation will
make it necessary for only ten percent of the registered voters of a village to submit a
petition for dissolution.  The municipality must conduct a referendum on the petition.
This legislation was proposed by Attorney General Cuomo under the guise of
consolidating governments to save money.  The Mayor noted that he is against this
process and that it would not decrease any costs but actually increase them.

The Mayor requested that newsletter articles be submitted no later than next week.  The
quarterly newsletter is scheduled to go out within the next couple weeks.
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Public Comment:

Eric Cooper – 48 Mayer Drive – informed the Board that the domain name
villageofmontebello.us is available and feels it would benefit the village to change the
present one.

The next agenda item was a Public Hearing on a proposed Local Law to amend the
Zoning Code to eliminate referral of certain applications to the Rockland County
Planning Department pursuant to sections 239-m and 239-n of the General Municipal
Law.

The Village Clerk/Treasurer read the amended legal notice into the record:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that a Public Hearing will be held by the Board of Trustees of
the Village of Montebello on Wednesday, June 17, 2009, at 8:00 p.m. local time, or as
soon thereafter as the matter can be heard at the Montebello Community Center, 350
Haverstraw Road, Montebello, New York 10901, to consider adopting a Local Law
amending §195-110 and §195-116 of the Zoning Code to eliminate referral of certain
applications to the Rockland County Planning Department pursuant to Sections 239-m
and 239-n of the General Municipal Law, authority to so act by virtue of Section 10 of
the Municipal Home Rule Law.

All members of the public and all interested parties are invited to attend and participate.
The proposed Local Law will be available for inspection and review at the Village Office
during normal working hours, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The Village Attorney confirmed with the Village Clerk/Treasurer that the original legal
notice was posted on June 5, 2009 and published on June 7, 2009 and the amended legal
notice was posted on June 11, 2009 and published on June 12, 2009, meeting the legal
requirements.  Copies of the proposed Local Law were made available to the Board
members and the public.

The Village Attorney noted that the original legal notice omitted a section of the Code
that would be changed, therefore, the necessity of the amended notice.

Assistant Village Attorney, Ira Emanuel, summarized the proposed local law: certain
applications are referred to the Rockland County Planning Department because the
properties are located within 500 feet of another municipality and are deemed to impact
county and state roads, streams, parkland, etc. The geography of Montebello is such that
approximately 90% of the parcels are within this 500' range. The proposed local law
would eliminate referral of certain applications to the R.C. Dept. of Planning pursuant to
GML §239-m and §239-n. There are 24 zoning jurisdictions in Rockland County and 17
of them have entered into agreements with the County.  This Local Law is identical in
substance as far as the inter-municipal agreements that were reached with the County by
other municipalities.  There are provisions in the proposed local law that give the
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Planning and Zoning Boards the option of referring any application they feel should be
reviewed by the County Planning Department regardless of the waiver.

Review and discussion of Schedule A to Section 195-110.E resulted in a change under
TYPE OF ACTION PROPOSED, VARIANCES: delete letter W in first column, delete
letter S in second column.

Mr. Berbit requested that the following documents be included in the record:  Legal
Notice, Amended Legal Notice and Affidavits, Draft Local Law as revised by General
Code with cover dated May 14, 2009, reaction of Asst. Village Attorney, Ira Emanuel,
dated May 15, 2009, GML from Rockland County Department of Planning dated June 5,
2009, recommending approval with comments not considered part of their normal
review; memorandum of Village Planner, Robert Geneslaw, dated April 15, 2009, finding
SEQRA to be inapplicable, and reporting that the Planning Board acted on April 14, 2009
to recommend approval of the law.

At 8:37 p.m. Trustee Sorrillo made a motion to open the Public Hearing, seconded by
Trustee Citrin.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

No one wishing to comment, at 8:38 p.m. Trustee Sorrillo made a motion to close the
Public Hearing, seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Resolution: 09-064            Village of Montebello

Title: Adoption of Local Law- "Amending the Zoning Law to eliminate referral of
certain applications to the Rockland County Planning Department pursuant to
Sections 239-m and 239-n of the General Municipal Law"

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on June 17, 2009 on adopting Local Law
No. 2 of 2009, "A Local Law Amending the Zoning Law to eliminate referral of certain
applications to the Rockland County Planning Department pursuant to Sections 239-m
and 239-n of the General Municipal Law"; and

WHEREAS, the Village Attorney ascertained with Village Clerk/Treasurer that
due legal notice was given by virtue of the publishing of the Legal Notice on June 7,
2009, and publication of the Amended Legal Notice on June 12, 2009 and the posting of
same respectively on June 5, 2009 and June 11, 2009 and supplying said Local Law to
the Trustees and making same available to the public on June 5th, 2009; and

WHEREAS, the Clerk read the Amended Legal Notice into the record as follows:

"PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that a Public Hearing will be held by the Board of
Trustees of the Village of Montebello on Wednesday, June 17, 2009, at 8:00 p.m. local
time, or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard at the Montebello Community
Center, 350 Haverstraw Road, Montebello, New York 10901, to consider adopting a
Local Law amending §195-110 and §195-116 of the Zoning Code to eliminate referral of
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certain applications to the Rockland County Planning Department pursuant to Sections
239-m and 239-n of the General Municipal Law, authority to so act by virtue of Section
10 of the Municipal Home Rule Law.

All members of the public and all interested parties are invited to attend and
participate.  The proposed Local Law will be available for inspection and review at the
Village Office during normal working hours, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m."     ; and

WHEREAS, the Village Attorney explained that also publishing and posting the
Amended Legal Notice was done as a precaution, but was unnecessary, as the original
Notice and the body of the law read together made it clear that two Sections of the Code
were involved, and went on to summarize the substance of the purpose being to eliminate
the requirement that certain land use applications of a diminimous or purely local nature
be referred to the Rockland County Planning Department per GML §§239-m and 239-n,
as consistent with respect to 17 out of 24 other municipalities within the County, thus
avoiding needless delay and effort where such referrals would be of little tangible benefit;
and

WHEREAS, the following documents were received and included in the record:
1. Legal Notice, Amended Legal Notice and Affidavits.
2. Draft Local Law as revised by General Code with cover dated 

May 14, 2009.
3. Reaction of Asst. Village Attorney, Ira Emanuel, dated May 15, 

2009.
4. GML from Rockland County Department of Planning dated June 

5, 2009, recommending approval with comments not considered 
part of their normal review.

5. Memorandum of Robert Geneslaw dated April 15, 2009, finding 
SEQRA to be inapplicable, and reporting that the Planning Board 
acted on April 14, 2009 to recommend approval of the law.

; and

WHEREAS, the Public Hearing portion was opened at 8:37 p.m. and closed at
8:38 p.m., no one from the public wishing to speak and the Village Board duly
deliberated in public; and

WHEREAS, said Local Law is consistent with other municipalities within the
County, and  eliminates the need to make referrals to the Rockland County Planning
Department for certain applications which are diminimous or entirely local in impact.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that SEQRA is found to be inapplicable for
the reasons set forth in the Planner's Memo, and that said Local Law to be known as: "A
local  law amending §195-110 and 195-116 of the Zoning Code of the Village of
Montebello to eliminate referral of certain applications to the Rockland County Planning
Department pursuant to Sections 239-m and 239-n of the General Municipal Law", be
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and hereby is adopted with changes suggested by General Code on May 10, 2009, except
for the proposed change to the title of new Subsection E, and with the comments
suggested by the Rockland County Planning Department incorporated, except the
comment with regard to the reference to Section 10 of the Municipal Home Rule Law,
and deleting entries on first line of Section 4-Variances, said Local Law to become
effective upon filing with the Secretary of State.

Motion: Trustee Citrin

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Parks Commission Report:

No one from the Parks Commission was present.  Mayor Oppenheim announced that the
Camp Out scheduled for this weekend may be cancelled due to bad weather.

Resolution: 09-065                                                                             Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees
of May 20, 2009 be and are hereby approved.

Motion: Trustee Caridi

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 09-066                         Village of Montebello

Title:  2008 Final Budget Modifications

WHEREAS, the Village's financial consultant has issued a final Budget
Comparison Report for 2008; and

WHEREAS, said consultant recommends making final adjustments to the 2008
Village Budget as consistent with said report.
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the 2008 Budget be and hereby is
adjusted to reflect all changes by said report, a true copy of which shall be appended to
the Minutes hereof as if fully set forth hereinafter.

Motion: Trustee Caridi

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 09-067                         Village of Montebello

Title:  Appointment of Citizens Advisory Committee

BE IT RESOLVED, as selected by the Mayor, that the following be appointed as
the Citizen Advisory Committee to the Community Development Block Grant Program
for the fiscal year 2010:

Josephine Bracken, residing at 3 East Place

Elizabeth Stevens, residing at 642 Haverstraw Road

Jacqueline Padilla, residing at 38 Lackawanna Trail

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Mayor Oppenheim issued an invitation to any Village resident who may be interested in
serving on one of the Village Commissions or Boards to send in their resumé.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

The Board members discussed the documents submitted by Leonard Jackson Associates
and the County of Rockland 9-1-1 Coordinator recommending street names for the
Weinberger Subdivision.

Trustee Citrin voiced his concerns about possible confusion traveling from South Parker
onto Magnolia, he feels Magnolia to the right should have a different name and coming
off of Grandview there are two entrances to Magnolia, how will someone know which
entrance they should turn into.

The Board would like the Planning Board to consider whether confusion might not be
avoided by splitting Magnolia into two street names.
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Resolution: 09-068                         Village of Montebello

Title:  Weinberger Subdivision-Street Names

WHEREAS, by virtue of Resolution No. 08-025, the Village Board sent the street
names application for the Weinberger Subdivision back to the Planning Board pursuant to
procedures set forth in §163-23 (F) of the Village Code, expressing the preference that
such names reflect local historical or geographic features; and

WHEREAS, the Village Board is in receipt of the following documents
referenced as if set forth hereinafter, true copies of which shall be attached to the Minutes
hereof:

1. Cover letter, Leonard Jackson Associates ("LJA") dated May 29, 2009

2. Recommendation letter, County of Rockland Office of Fire and
Emergency Services, dated May 28, 2009

3. LJA letter dated May 27, 2009 ; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Board, Office of Fire and Emergency Services and
Applicant agree on the following choice of street names in the Weinberger Subdivision:

Road "A" - White Oak Court
Road "B" - Magnolia Street
Road "C" - Hickory Court
Road "D" - South Parker Drive (as an extension of an existing street); and

WHEREAS, such choice of street names appears consistent with Resolution No.
08-025, and appropriate to the Subdivision.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the following street names for the
Weinberger Subdivision hereby be are approved:

Road "A" - White Oak Court
Road "B" - Magnolia Street
Road "C" - Hickory Court
Road "D" - South Parker Drive (as an extension of an existing street); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, although it has approved the names rather
than cause undue delay at this juncture, if feasible, it asks the Planning Board, and
developer, to consider whether confusion might not be avoided by splitting Magnolia into
two street names to avoid confusion at the tee into Magnolia, and also that might be
caused by a street of the same name intersecting Grandview at two places.



9

Motion: Trustee Caridi

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 09-069           Village of Montebello

    IN MEMORIUM

Title: Appointment of Member to the Zoning Board of Appeals Upon the
Passing of Edward Bracken

WHEREAS, Edward Bracken, whose term as a Member ends in April 2013,
passed away on June 7, 2009 after serving as an original member of the Zoning Board of
Appeals since 1988, and having been involved as one of the Founding Fathers of the
Village; and

WHEREAS, Alice DiSanto serves as Ad Hoc Member to the Zoning Board of
Appeals for a two year term to expire at the re-organizational meeting of April 2010; and

WHEREAS, due to the pending vacancy created by this sad event, the Mayor
recommends changing Ms. Alice DiSanto's status to become a regular member of the
Zoning Board of Appeals for the remainder of Mr. Bracken's existing term to expire in
April 2013

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Edward Bracken's seat be declared
vacant, and Alice DiSanto appointed as Member to the Zoning Board of Appeals to fill
the unexpired term to expire April 2013, and her Ad-Hoc seat declared as vacant; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village Board, for itself and the grateful
citizens of the Village of Montebello, hereby spreads across the Minutes for posterity its
gratitude that the Village and its citizens had the benefit of the hard work, diligence, and
ready smile of this fine gentleman and friend, Ed Bracken, and hereby expresses its
heartfelt condolences to Dodie Bracken, her daughters, grandchildren and the entire
family; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that two copies of this Resolution be prepared in
ceremonious form, to be signed by the Mayor, Trustees, Village Clerk, Village Attorney
and Chairman of the Zoning Board of Appeals, and that such be framed, one to be
presented to Dodie Bracken and the other to be hung at a place of honor at the Village
Hall or the Montebello Community Center.

Motion: Trustee Citrin
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Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 09-070 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated June 17, 2009
and totaling $ 117,330.16 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid.

Motion:  Trustee Sorrillo

Second:  Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 09-071            Village of Montebello

Title: Resurfacing of Village Roads

BE IT RESOLVED, in furtherance of restoring and resurfacing Village roads on a
rotating basis, and upon the prioritized listing by condition of the Village Roads as
prepared by the Village Engineer, Martin Spence, in his report dated May 15, 2009,
referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be appended to the
Minutes hereof, that authorization is hereby granted to resurface the following Village
Roads to the maximum extent possible in order presented but not to exceed $60,000,
according to specifications proposed by the Village Engineer:

1. Henry Court (excluding cul-de-sac)

2. Brigadoon Drive

3. Lake Road (Marion Drive to Rte 202)
; and

BE IT FURTHER, RESOLVED, that a contract be entered into with Tilcon in an
amount not exceeding $60,000, if that is the most cost effective methodology under the
Town’s Master Contract which bid is due the end of June; and

BE IT FURTHER, RESOLVED, that the sum expended hereby be paid out of the
following, in numerical order:
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1. CHIPS; and
2. Current budgetary funds to the extent necessary to supplement the above

; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution is expressly conditioned
upon the results of the Town Master Contract bidding, yielding a cost within the above
limit, but if such is not the case, then the Village Engineer, with the assistance  from the
Village Attorney, is hereby authorized to prepare bid documents and specifications and
the Village is to proceed to bid for an alternate source of asphalt and alternate
methodology, without further action from the Board except to award the bid or to further
consider the matter if those bids, likewise, yield a cost above the expected limit.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

The next agenda item was a discussion on driveway pillars, some date back prior to the
formation of the Village, others built in new developments.  The Building Department
has been issuing violations for all of these structures and has asked the Board to
determine how the older structures should be handled and what relief, if any; they might
consider regarding these types of structures in general.

Trustee Citrin requested that the Board members workshop this issue to specifically
discuss this complex problem.  The other Board members were in agreement and asked
that the Building Inspector be advised that all violations regarding driveway pillars be
placed on hold until the Board makes a determination.

The next agenda item was a discussion on a letter from the Ramapo Police Department
requesting the Village to install “NO PARKING ANYTIME” signs on Montebello Road,
Karsten and Mayer Drive to prevent parking on these streets when there are events at the
Suffern Middle School.

The consensus of the Board members was not to erect the requested signage and have the
police enforce the temporary signs that they themselves put up.

Bobby Fedor from Sound Concepts was in attendance to review his revised proposal for
the AV System for the Community Center.  Bobby discussed the needed equipment and
labor with the Board members.  The Village would purchase the equipment for a cost of
$7,350 and Sound Concepts would charge $3,800 to install everything.

In an effort to follow the procurement policy, the Board requested that other proposals be
sought for the equipment and installation.  Suggested retailers to seek quotes from were
Beech Camera and J & R Music World.
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At 9:54 p.m. Trustee Sorrillo made a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss
ongoing litigation and personnel matters, seconded by Trustee Caridi. Upon vote, the
motion carried unanimously.

At 10:23 p.m. Trustee Citrin made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded by
Trustee Sorrillo.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Trustee Sorrillo made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the
motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 10:24 p.m.


