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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2009 AT THE
VILLAGE HALL.  THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 8:20 P.M.
FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

Present: Jeffrey Oppenheim Mayor
Lance Millman Deputy Mayor
Steven Sorrillo Trustee
Marc Citrin Trustee
Stacy Caridi Trustee

Warren Berbit Village Attorney

Recording Secretary, Shelly Flanagan-Ramos, Deputy Village Clerk

Mayor Report:

The Mayor announced a proposal was received from a company to install an Audio
Visual System in the New Community Center.  This System will be paid for by Verizon
and will not cost the taxpayers any money.

Mayor Oppenheim and other various Rockland County Elected Officials attended a
meeting at the Library to rally against State wide cuts in excess of 100 million dollars.
The proposed cuts will hurt local Village municipalities tremendously.  He will continue
to work with our County Legislators.

The Mayor discussed the Metra Industries Road Opening.  They have agreed to milling
and paving all the way to Marian Drive. This will take place in March.

We are in the process of obtaining proposals for computers for the Building Department.

The Village received a bill from Rockland County for Mosquito Breeding. This cost is
usually absorbed by the County, but this year they have decided to share with all
municipalities.  The Mayor has spoken with the County and has been told that if the bill
does not get paid the mosquito control will still be taken care of.  He has decided to leave
the matter open for discussion at a later date.

The Mayor announced we have not heard back yet regarding our Tree City USA
application.  He will keep us updated.

He announced our Fire Inspector, Frank Wilson has reviewed a map that locates our
Village fire hydrants.  There are several areas around Marget Ann and Spook Rock Road
that do not have fire hydrants. United Water has agreed to install them in those areas;
Frank Wilson will work the water company.

Montebello Clean Up day will be held April 18.  The Mayor would like to see a large
turn out to clean up our local roads.

The Mayor has received a letter from a local resident requesting Noise Barriers along the
north side of the thruway by Exit 14B. He has spoken with Dr. MacNaughton from the
Ramapo Central School District who is in favor of the barriers as well.  He will be
writing a letter to the NYS Thruway Authority to see what can be done.

The Indian Rock Historical Marker is ready. There will be a small ceremony in the
Spring at the Shopping Center in front of the rock. The date TBA.

Public Comment:

Mr. Richard Ellsworth-Attorney representing Novartis Pharmaceutical.  Two years
ago his client began a study to locate a site to construct a Remote Data Center.  They
have chosen their ideal site to be the Montebello facility property. Novartis opposes the 6
month extension of the Moratorium.  This would jeopardize their project which is on a
guided timeline.



2

Resolution: 09-015             Village of Montebello

Title:  Authorization for Road Opening- R.C. Sewer District #1-Lake Road

WHEREAS, a permit was denied to Metra Industries, for and under contract with
the Rockland County Sewer District #1, to open Lake Road from the Municipal boundary
to the existing pump station a distance of about 650', according to the Village Engineer,
and 425' according to the applicant, to install a sanitary sewer force main, for reasons set
forth in the Village Engineer's letter dated December 31, 2008, a true copy to be attached
to the Minutes hereof, including that such would violate §160-5A. and B. of the Village
Code, because of the prohibition against excavating between November 15th and April
1st, and recommended that an application be made to the Village Board; and

WHEREAS, in such a case the Board of Trustees can consider granting such an
application in unusual circumstances, and such an application has been made by Metra
Industries for the Sewer District in a letter dated January 12, 2009, a true copy of which
shall be attached to the Minutes hereof ; and

WHEREAS, Metra for the Rockland County Sewer District #1 indicates that its
contract requires completion by April 8, 2009, or it will suffer liquidated damages of
$2000/day, such represents a necessary segment of a 15,000 main, and will be
constructed later than originally mentioned, March vs. January, which is preferable ; and

WHEREAS, in such a case were relief granted the applicant would be obligated to
repave the entire width of the road and the applicant indicates a willingness to do so; and

WHEREAS, in addition, were it to grant relief, the Village Board may also
impose whatever conditions it deems necessary in the circumstances; and

WHEREAS, in light of this application, in his letter dated January 20, 2009, a true
copy to be attached to the Minutes hereof, the Village Engineer recommends that:

1. Performance Bond in form acceptable to the Village Attorney for work
within the Village Right of Way in the amount of $10,000 to insure completion of the
roadway as acceptable to the Village Engineer. Bonds are posted to insure against
excessive settlement to trench and completion of roadway repairs within Village limits.

2. Rockland County Sewer District shall have a qualified inspector on-site
during the work to insure subsurface excavations are performed without damaging
existing infrastructure.

 3. An escrow shall be established in the amount of $500 for engineering field
inspections and monitoring to insure that the roadway is completed to the satisfaction of
the Village Engineer. In the event condition No. 2 cannot be satisfied escrows shall be
increased.

4. Final Pavement is completed no later than May 15, 2009 unless approved
by the Village Engineer due to circumstances requiring additional time ;and

WHEREAS, this matter first came on before the Village Board and after
discussion with representatives of Metra and the Rockland County Sewer District No.1,
the Board tabled the motion, requesting that the applicants consider milling and paving
all the way to Marian Drive to avoid a discontinuity in the pavement; and

WHEREAS, in a letter dated February 4, 2009, referenced as if set forth
hereinafter , a true copy to be appended to the Minutes hereof, the District agrees to mill
and pave to Marian Drive; and

WHEREAS, after due deliberation the Village Board finds that unusual
circumstances have been demonstrated, given the nature of the applicant and that failing
to act causes severe liquidated damages, and given the return benefit of milling and
paving to Marian Drive.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows:
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1. That the application is granted subject to the Village Engineer's conditions and
subject to the milling and paving to Marian Drive, the methodology utilized considering
minimizing damage to the road to the maximum extent reasonably possible.

2. That the Village Board application fee of $400 be paid in conjunction with this
application.

3. That the sum of $500 be placed in escrow per the Village Engineer, as well as
the specified Performance Bond supplied.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 09-016             Village of Montebello

Title:  Change Village Board Meeting Date

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees will hold its Regular Monthly
Meeting on Wednesday, March 25, 2009 at 8:00 p.m. at the Montebello Community
Center, instead of Wednesday, March 18, 2009.

Motion: Trustee Caridi

Second: Deputy Mayor Millman

The meeting date has been changed due to Village Elections on March 18.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously

Resolution: 09-017 Village of Montebello

   Title:  Appointment of Ad-Hoc to the Planning Board

WHEREAS, the Mayor recommends the appointment of Jonathan DeGraw as Ad-
Hoc Member to the Planning Board to fill a seat vacated by Ralph Alphonso for a term to
expire at the reorganizational meeting of 2010, who's vacated said seat  is hereby
declared on the record; and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to the recommendation of the
Mayor, Jonathan DeGraw, be and hereby is appointed as Ad-Hoc to the Planning Board
for the balance of the two year term to expire April 2010.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Sorrillo
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The Mayor feels Mr. DeGraw will be a positive contribution to the Planning Board.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 09-018             Village of Montebello

Title:  Schedule Public Hearing to Extend the Moratorium

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Development Plan Review Commission has
requested that the Moratorium imposed by Section 2 of Local Law No. 6 of 2008, which
is to expire May 1, 2009, be extended 6 months until November 1, 2009 to facilitate the
Commission completing its work, and further action after Public Hearing by the Village
Board, as more particularly set forth in resolution No. 1 of 2009, referenced as if set forth
hereinafter at length, a true copy of which should be attached to the minutes hereof.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that a public hearing be held on March 25,
2009 to consider extending the Moratorium as aforedescribed by operation of Section 2
of Local Law No. 6 of 2008

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Deputy Mayor Millman is a member of the Comprehensive Review Plan Commission; he
discussed the reasoning why the Commission needs the extension for review. This
process which includes public hearings and adoptions at monthly meetings. The Mayor
feels his Board can move more expeditiously once the process involves them.   The
Mayor requested the presence of Tom Campbell, Chairman of the Commission to attend
the next Board of Trustee meeting on March 25.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously

Resolution: 09-019             Village of Montebello

Title:  Preparation of Bid Specifications- Highway Services

WHEREAS, the Village has been contracting with the Town of Ramapo for
Highway Services on an annual basis, the latest contract running from January1, 2009
through December 31, 2009; and

WHEREAS, the Village has been satisfied with the services of the Town
Highway Department, and is appreciative of its relationship with same and with the
Superintendent of Highways, Tony Sharan, but has been disadvantaged over the years by
the contract price being based upon assessed valuation, versus road mileage, and has been
supplied insufficient proof over the years confirming that the cost being amortized by the
Town by its road service contracts with the villages was fairly reflective of the
attributable, pro-rata cost of running the Department; and

WHEREAS, despite the above concerns and reservations, a study performed by
the Village's Citizens Committee on Town Services as completed on August 22, 2005,
did not recommend obtaining highway services by other means, the Village therefore
continuing with its practice of contracting with the Town; and
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WHEREAS, the Village Board was especially troubled by the 9% increase in cost
imposed by the Town for such services for  this year, the increases over the past years
averaging 16%, without commensurate documentary support satisfactory to the Village
explaining the need for such increases; and

WHEREAS, in light of the above and given the state of the economy and the 
attendant monetary pressure placed upon the Village, it is prudent and essential that it
redouble its efforts to control costs, including exploring the option of obtaining Highway
Services for 2010 by seeking bids for same to ascertain whether comparable services may
be obtained at a substantial cost saving to the Village.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Attorney is hereby directed
to draft, in conjunction with the Village Engineer to the extent the Village Attorney finds
it necessary to utilize his assistance, Bid Specifications for Highway Services in two
parts, to wit: Part One, for road, culvert, storm water system and related system repair
and maintenance; and, Part Two, for snow and ice removal, the intent being that such
Specifications be presented to the Village Board for review and action sufficiently timely
to enable taking an informed action with respect to contracting for such services no later
than the August or September meeting of the Village Board.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

The Citizens Committee on Town Services had extensive meetings over the years
regarding other Village entities that have interest in the Highway Contract.  Board
Members think it is an excellent idea to explore other avenues for services.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 09-020             Village of Montebello

Title:  Building Inspector Attend Conference

WHEREAS, the Building Inspector, P. Douglas Siebenaler, has requested that he
be permitted to attend the N.Y.S. Building Officials Conference to beheld from May 5
through May 7, 2009, at the Rockland County Fire Training Center; and

WHEREAS, such attendance will benefit the Village, and the Building Inspector
has offered to pay one-half of the $300 cost thereof.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Building Inspector is authorized to
attend such Conference, and that the Village pay $150, being one-half of the registration
fee, towards the cost thereof.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Trustee Citrin asked if the Inspector is paid hourly or salary. The Building Inspector will
be paid for attending these classes/meetings.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously
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Resolution: 09-021             Village of Montebello

Title:  KRPJ Auditing Services

WHEREAS, in a proposal dated January 21, 2009, ("Proposal"), referenced as if
set forth herein, a true copy of which shall be attached to the Minutes hereof, the
Village's Independent Auditor, Korn Rosenbaum LLP, KRPJ, proposes to provide
independent auditing services for the years ending December 31, 2008, 2009 and 2010
for the annual fee of $11,000, $11,600 and $12,100, earliest year first, all as more
particularly set forth in said Proposal; and

WHEREAS, it is prudent that such services be obtained, the fee for same seems
reasonable, and the Village Board has been pleased with such services in the past.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Proposal of KPRJ be accepted, said
firm being retained to perform independent auditing services, and the fees set forth in the
Proposal authorized to be paid for same, the Village reserving the right to terminate the
arrangement in any year for the succeeding year.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Discussion on the amount of time Auditors should perform services.  Trustee Sorrillo
feels it is typical to change Auditors after six years.  They all agreed KRPJ has performed
excellent service for the Village.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously

Resolution: 09-022
Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees
of November 12, 2008 be and are hereby approved.

Motion: Trustee Citrin

Second: Deputy Mayor Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously

Resolution: 09-023
Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Special Meeting of the Board of Trustees
of November 18, 2008 be and are hereby approved.
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Motion: Trustee Citrin

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously

Resolution: 09-024
Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees
of December 17, 2008 be and are hereby approved.

Motion: Trustee Citrin

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 09-025
Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated February 25,
2009 and totaling $129,603.33 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be
paid.

Motion:  Deputy Mayor Millman

Second:  Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 09-026             Village of Montebello

Title:  Follow-up Plumbing Work -Montebello Community Center

WHEREAS, Belleville, the contractor performing most of the renovation work at
the Montebello Community Center, in an email dated February 11, 2009, and having just
installed two new bathrooms thereat, reports that the associated sewage ejector system,
although functioning, is old and undependable, thus recommending as a Change Order
the replacement of same at a cost of $900, including labor and materials; and

WHEREAS, a proposal dated February 25, 2009, was obtained from Bruce Kuhn
Plumbing & Heating to perform said work at a cost of $1350, and at $210 additional cost
of including an auxiliary alarm device, said proposal and the Belleville email to be
appended to the Minutes hereof; and
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WHEREAS, replacing the ejector system appears prudent in the circumstances,
especially since it is expected that the Montebello Community Center will receive
significant use and that the consequences of failed system (e.g. sewage spillage) could be
severe.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, given the difference in price and the
desirability of performing said work, that the Change Order from Belleville in the amount
of $900 for the above work be and hereby is approved, subject to receipt of a Change
Order in a form deemed appropriate by the Village-Clerk of Village Attorney.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Members discussed the replacement of the Sewer Ejector System located in the
basement.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously

Old Business:

The Mayor announced the Building Inspector, Doug Siebenaler approached him
regarding structures, (in particular mailboxes) in the Village right-of-ways. He felt
residents should have grandfather rights if structures (mailboxes, piers, etc…) on their
property were in place subsequent to the formation of the Village back in 1986. There are
numerous properties in the Pines that have structures in the right-of-way; these issues
need to be resolved prior to the Village taking dedication. Warren Berbit explained the
law in detail. Discussion ensued about our Village Mailbox Law, and the genesis thereof.
The Mayor prefers not making the residents take down pre-existing structures. Warren
Berbit will speak to the Building Inspector to clear up this issue.

The Mayor gave an update on road dedication in the Pines.  Snowplowing was been an
issue during these winter months. We have had numerous complaints after snowstorms
that the plow company is not doing an acceptable job.  There was a school bus accident
recently due to icing on the roads. We are awaiting reply from JMK's Attorney at this
time. The Village is hoping to take dedication this year.

At 10:00 p.m. Trustee Sorrillo made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss
litigation and negotiations, seconded by  Deputy Mayor Millman, motion carried
unanimously.

Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded by Trustee
Sorrillo. Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:25 p.m., seconded
by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted:

_________________________________________
Shelly Flanagan-Ramos, Deputy Village Clerk


