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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2009 AT THE VILLAGE
HALL.  THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 8:02 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE LED BY EAGLE SCOUT DAKOTA STARKEY.

Present: Jeffrey Oppenheim Mayor
Lance Millman Deputy Mayor
Steven Sorrillo Trustee
Marc Citrin Trustee

Warren Berbit Village Attorney

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer

Mayor Oppenheim announced that Trustee Caridi was delayed.

Mayor’s Report:

Mayor Oppenheim expressed a warm welcome to the new Building Inspector, Doug Siebenaler
and new Planning and Zoning Clerk, Gloria Scalisi.  He then noted that the winter newsletter
went out a few days ago and is also available on the Village’s website.

Orange & Rockland Utilities installed a net metering device on our electric panel.  A graph of
our electricity use is in the newsletter, the installation of the solar panels is paying for itself.  We
are saving money and contributing something good to the environment.

The Mayor announced that the Village has been awarded a $6,500 grant from the New York
State Parks Department.  This money will be used to hire an Architectural Historian to catalog all
the historical structures in our Village.

Mayor Oppenheim extended special thanks to Fran Osei, who recently resigned from the Zoning
Board, noting that she was one of the original founders of the Village.  She has been serving the
Village since its inception and we deeply appreciate all of her hard work.   She will be greatly
missed.

The Mayor presented the Board members with a list of fire inspections that have been completed
and a list of exempt properties in the Village.

Mayor Oppenheim announced that we have submitted an application to the Arbor Foundation to
become the first "Tree City" in Rockland County.  This designation will allow us to apply for
grant monies.

The marker for the 21,000 ton rock at the Indian Rock Shopping Center will be ready soon.  The
marker is being paid for by the developer of the shopping center.  The Village will hold a
dedication ceremony when the marker is in place.
There will be an election March 18th for two Trustee positions.

Mayor Oppenheim extended his appreciation to the Town of Ramapo for adopting a resolution
dedicating the property at 250 Grandview Avenue for parkland purposes only.  The Mayor sent
Supervisor St. Lawrence a letter thanking him.

At this time, Mayor Oppenheim recognized Dakota Starkey for completing his Eagle Scout
project and earning his badge.  The Mayor also recognized the other members in the troop who
assisted Dakota.  Dakota and his troop painted 163 Maltese cross emblems, marking the location
of the fire hydrants in the Village.  Certificates of Appreciation were awarded.

The next agenda item was the Auditor’s Report for fiscal year 2007.

Dave Wemmer and Mike Rockefeller were present from the independent auditor firm of Korn,
Rosenbaum, Phillips & Jauntig, Certified Public Accountants.   Mr. Wemmer stated that the
audit went very well and acknowledged the beautiful cooperation received from the staff at
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Village Hall.  He announced a clean and unqualified opinion for 2007, results of financial status
noted the fund balance stayed the same; budgetary requirements were met.  Mr. Wemmer
submitted a new three year proposal to the Village Clerk.

Trustee Citrin was pleased to hear the results of the books being in order and compliance with all
the requirements.

Deputy Mayor Millman also stated that he is pleased with the report.  He thanked the Village
Clerk for working hand in hand with the auditors and achieving better control.  The Deputy
Mayor then thanked the auditors for a clean audit report.

Parks Commission Business:

Nick Altebrando, the new Parks Commission Chairman noted that the Parks Commission did not
meet in January because of scheduling conflicts.  The Parks Commission is working on the
annual Clean Up Day, April 18th, the Summer Concerts and the Camp-out.  The Commission
has a few new members with a lot of energy and new ideas; they are looking forward to a new
year.

Deputy Mayor Millman praised the Commission for doing a great job over the years.

Trustee Citrin also extended his appreciation for their hard work and commended Trustee
Sorrillo for overseeing the work at the Community Center.

Public Comment – no one wished to speak.

The next agenda item was a request from Joon One Management Corp. requesting a reduction in
fees for appearing before the Planning Board for reinstatement of its subdivision approval for the
Fant property.

Mayor Oppenheim noted that the applicant was not present but that the Board had granted a
similar request for another Planning Board project.  The same model language is being used for
this application with an additional clause.

Resolution: 09-001             Village of Montebello

Title:  Fant Subdivision - Fee Reduction Application

WHEREAS, an application has been made to the Village Board in the form of a letter
dated January 6, 2009, submitted by Michael Klein, Esq. for his client, Joon Management, owner
of the Fant Subdivision, seeking relief from the requirement that his client pay approximately
$5,100 in fees due to the then pending application to the Planning Board for re-approval of the
exact same subdivision plan as previously approved on or about September 11, 2007; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Klein explained that the need to resubmit results from the prior
approval having expired, before the applicant could submit certain required easements and get
the map signed; and

WHEREAS, the Board wishes to proceed equitably, but does not wish to set a precedent
countencing delay, nor precluding the Planning Board from determining if any additional fee is
required.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows:

1. That in the circumstances herein, the Planning Board application 
            fee by Joon Management shall be reduced to $1,000, and a credit 
            given to applicant having already paid $400 to appear before the 
            Village Board, leaving $600 due.

2. That the Planning Board is hereby granted discretion to restore any 
             or all of the fee reduction if it determines additional fee to be 
             required. (For example, should the matter not proceed as simply as 
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 the applicant suggests, such as should multiple meetings be 
 required)

3. That the Village Board hereby states that by so acting it is not 
             establishing a binding precedent, preferring to deal with such 
             matters on a case by case basis.

4. That the foregoing fee reduction is in contemplation of the 
             subdivision map being filed in the County Clerk's office prior to 
             March 1, 2009, and shall be entirely revoked if the applicant fails  
             to so act, it being expressly understood as a condition of this grant 
             of relief that the Village Board is not acting to, and will not act to 
             facilitate delay on the part of this or any other similarly situated 
             applicant.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second:  Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

The next agenda item was an application for relief under Section 160-5 of the Village Code
by Metra Industries for a road opening permit for installation of sewer piping under their contract
with the RC Sewer Department.

Present for Metra Industries was Charlie Schattler, General Superintendent, and Mike Saber,
Assistant Director for the RC Sewer Department.

Mr. Schattler informed the Board members of the contract between Metra and the County to
install a sewer main and the contract calls for a certain completion date, which they will not meet
if they have to wait until after April 15th for the road opening permit.  In addition, there is a
penalty clause in the contract if the work is not completed within the specified date.

The Board members questioned the effect of milling and paving the road openings in the winter
months.

Mr. Schattler responded that the base is put down up to grade with asphalt, milling and overlay
in the spring.  They do compaction testing so there is no settlement.

Trustee Citrin notes that this is a huge County project, 15,000 feet, and questions why the
County decided to do this work now and the effect it will have on the Village.

Mr. Saber responded that a new treatment plant is being built in Hillburn which will connect to
the Mahwah pumping station and will allow the pump station to pump in either direction and
back to the new treatment plant.  A 14 inch force main runs from the plant to the pump station.

Mr. Schattler explains that the road opening will be a 10’ – 12’ trench, 4 feet wide by 18 feet
deep; there will be flag men for traffic detours.

Trustee Sorrillo questioned access for residents during construction and how long the work will
take.

Mr. Schattler responded that the work should be completed in about two weeks.

Trustee Caridi arrived at 8:48 p.m.

The Board members discussed the timing of this project and the impact on the Village and its
residents.
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Feeling that the Village should have some type of benefit if they allow the project to proceed
during the winter months, the contractor and the County were asked to extend the paving of Lake
road another 100 feet to Marian Drive.

Mr. Saber responded that he does not have the authority to grant that request and would have to
discuss the matter with his superiors.

The consensus of the Board members was to delay a decision until the February Board meeting,
allowing time for a response from the County.

Resolution: 09-002             Village of Montebello

Title:  Appointment of Building Inspector

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 01-081 adopted on October 17, 2001, the Village Board
acted to establish a Building Department including authorizing  the recruitment and hiring of
personnel to staff same, effective on or about December 1, 2001, and by its budget adopted on
November 15, 2001; and

WHEREAS, the position of Building Inspector  is vacant due to the retirement of the
Village's F/T Building Inspector, and the decision to man the office with two P/T Building
Inspectors, one of whom is presently in the Village's employ; and

WHEREAS, after a diligent search, the Mayor and Village Clerk-Treasurer  having met
with and investigated candidates,  recommend Paul D. Siebenaler to fill the position, initially for
17.5 hours per week at $30/hour with no benefits, Mr. Siebenaler possessing the requisite
credentials and experience, and having previously served the Village in that capacity.

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, effective January 20, 2009, that Paul D. Siebenaler
be hired as P/T Building Inspector according to the foregoing terms and conditions, said hiring to
be at will except if otherwise required under the Civil Service Law, subject to and with the
understanding that Mr. Siebenaler is certified as a Building Inspector, or will be able to reaffirm
his credentials under the Department of State requirements.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 09-003   Village of Montebello

Title: Appointment of Clerk to the Planning and Zoning Boards

WHEREAS, the position of Clerk to the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals is
vacant due to the retirement of the former clerk; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Village Clerk-Treasurer conducted a search for a
replacement, and jointly agree that Gloria Fuca-Scalisi should be offered the position at a rate of
$18.00 per hour, said hours being Monday to Friday, 9 a.m.to 1 p.m., plus attending the evening
meetings of the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals; and

WHEREAS, the candidate has expressed an interest in accepting the position.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, effective January 20, 2009, that Gloria Fuca-Scalisi
is appointed Clerk to the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals, upon the
recommendation of the Mayor and Village Clerk-Treasurer, according to the forgoing terms and
conditions until the next Annual Meeting of April 2009.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman
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Second:   Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 09-004             Village of Montebello

Title: Accept 2007 Independent Audit

BE IT RESOLVED, that the audit report from Korn, Rosenbaum, Phillips & Jauntig,
Certified Public Accountants, for the calendar year 2007 is hereby accepted.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Deputy Mayor Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 09-005             Village of Montebello

Title:  Fueling Agreement - Town of Ramapo - 2009

WHEREAS, the Town of Ramapo has offered to renew a Fueling Agreement with the
Village of Montebello for one year effective January 1, 2009 pursuant to Article 5G of the
General Municipal Law; and

WHEREAS, as more particularly set forth in said Agreement, referenced as if fully set
forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be appended to the Minutes hereof, the Village's two
vehicles may be fueled at the Town's facility on Pioneer Avenue, Tallman and the Village agrees
to pay for such usage at the Town's cost plus 20% administrative fee to cover the Town's
expense, said total cost to the Village being less than obtaining fuel by other means.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Agreement be entered into, and the Mayor
authorized to execute same on behalf of the Village.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman 

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 09-006             Village of Montebello

Title:  Return of Bond-1 Mills Road

WHEREAS, the Village is holding a $10,000 bond from Rockland Builders, Inc. ("the
Builder") since December 1998 with respect to relocating the driveway at 1  Mills Road which
was placed on the opposite side of the home and closer to the intersection with Lake Road, thus
conflicting with the filed site plan; and

WHEREAS, said bond was taken due to concerns that the actual location of the as-built
driveway created a sight-line traffic safety concern; and

WHEREAS, the builder, by letter of his attorney dated August 31, 2006, and attached
Memorandum from a traffic consultant dated August 17, 2006, requested return of the bond,
claiming that it served no further purpose as the safety concern had not materialized; and

WHEREAS, the matter has been reviewed by the Village Engineer as prompted by
inquiry by the builder in November, the Engineer writing on November 4, 2008, seeking
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additional information, which was obtained in the form of a review of the entire record, police
accident reports for the intersection, and a letter from the owner, Peter Crotty, dated November
24, 2008; and

WHEREAS, the Village Attorney also studied the materials and the matter; and

WHEREAS, the Village Engineer, in his letter dated January 2, 2009, and for reasons
stated therein, recommends release of the Bond upon payment to the Village of $390 to
reimburse it for the cost of his services; and

WHEREAS, given the passage of 10 years without incident, and upon the above record
and recommendations, the Village Attorney does not object to such release in the circumstances.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the aforementioned documents be construed to
be part hereof with copies attached to the Minutes hereof, and that the Bond be released upon
payment to the Village by the builder of $390 to reimburse the cost of the Village Engineer in
studying this matter and rendering two opinions.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 09-007             Village of Montebello

Title:  Bond Reduction: Manhattan Beer Distributors

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to the recommendation of the Village Engineer, Martin
Spence as set forth in his report dated January 12, 2009, and for the reasons set forth therein,
referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be appended to the Minutes
hereof, that approval is hereby granted to reduce the Manhattan Beer Distributors Improvement
Cash Bond from $32,000 to $6,000, said reduction representing the work successfully completed
and said reduced amount representing an estimate of the work remaining to be completed.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 09-008             Village of Montebello

Title:  Bond Reduction: Shaarey Israel - Monsey Jewish Center

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to the recommendation of the Village Engineer, Martin
Spence as set forth in his report dated January 12, 2009, and for the reasons set forth therein,
referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be appended to the Minutes
hereof, that approval is hereby granted to reduce the Monsey Jewish Center Improvement Bond
(Letter of Credit) from $330,260, as previously reduced by Resolution 08-068 to $287,447.50, to
$73,896, said reduction representing the work successfully completed and said reduced amount
representing an estimate of the work remaining to be completed, said replacement bond to be in
similar form as acceptable to the Village Engineer and Village Attorney.

Motion: Trustee Caridi

Second: Trustee Sorrillo
Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.
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Resolution: 09-009             Village of Montebello

Title:  Appointment of Election Inspectors

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Montebello does hereby
appoint the following persons to serve as election inspectors for the upcoming Village election to
be held on March 18, 2009:

Name Address

Doug Whipple 55 Church Road
Airmont, NY 10952

Kathleen Martineau 5 E. Mayer Drive
Montebello, NY 10901

Doris Whalen 242 Spook Rock Road
Montebello, NY 10901

Josephine Barbarino 41 Montclair Avenue
Airmont, NY 10952

Pearl Hirsch 61 Montebello Commons Drive, Apt 61
Montebello, NY 10901 as alternate, if
needed; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that their compensation be set at a rate of $12.00 per
hour.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 09-010 Village of Montebello

Title: Appointment of Member and Ad Hoc Member to the Zoning Board of Appeals

WHEREAS, Frances Osei, whose term as a Member ends in April 2012, has submitted
her letter of resignation due to moving out of the Village, after serving as a member of the
Zoning Board of Appeals for 22 years; and

WHEREAS, Marie Conte-Benedict serves as Ad Hoc Member to the Zoning Board of
Appeals for a two year term to expire at the re-organizational meeting of April 2009; and.

WHEREAS, due to the pending vacancy, the Mayor recommends changing Ms. Conte-
Benedict's status to become a regular member of the Zoning Board of Appeals for the remainder
of the existing term to expire in April 2012, and appointing Janet Gigante, residing at 3
Birchwood Lane, as the Ad-Hoc Member to the Zoning Board of Appeals for the remainder of
the two year term to expire in April 2009.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Fran Osei's resignation is hereby accepted
effective immediately, her seat declared vacant, and Marie Conte-Benedict appointed as Member
to the Zoning Board of Appeals to fill the unexpired term to expire April 2012, and her Ad-Hoc
seat declared as vacant; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Janet Gigante is hereby appointed Ad Hoc member
of the Zoning Board of Appeals to fill the unexpired term to expire in April 2009; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Fran Osei be thanked for her many years of service
to the Village, including having played an important role in the formation of the Village, and that
she be formally recognized by preparation and presentation of a ceremonious proclamation.

Motion:  Trustee Citrin

Second: Deputy Mayor Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

            Resolution: 09-011 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Special Meeting of the Board of Trustees of
October 29, 2008 be and are hereby approved.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 09-012 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated January 21, 2009
and totaling $175,585.04 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid.

Motion:  Deputy Mayor Millman

Second:  Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 09-013             Village of Montebello

Title:  Adjustment of Performance Bond- Montebello West and
            Montebello Fields Subdivisions

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 08-147 adopted December 17, 2008, the Village Board
accepted dedication of Coe Farm Road and related grants, subject to conditions set forth therein;
and

WHEREAS, the Village Engineer, in his letter dated January 5, 2009, referenced as if set
forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be attached to the Minutes hereof, set the
Maintenance Bond for Coe Farm Road at $105,449.30, and the reduced Performance Bond for
Grist Mill Court and Sousa Lane to $58,087.20.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that upon presentation of the aforesaid Maintenance
and Performance Bonds in the proper amounts and form in the judgment of the Village Engineer
and Village Attorney, the original Performance Bond shall be released to the subject
developer(s).

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi
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Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Discussion on the Annual MS4 Stormwater Report was next.  Mayor Oppenheim explained that
a letter was received from the DEC notifying the Village that the annual report was overdue.  In
the past, the Village contracted with Sterns and Wheler to prepare the reports, costing the Village
several thousand dollars.  The Village Engineer was asked to prepare this report and the fee will
be much less. The Village is in compliance with the requirements pertaining to stormwater
discharge.

At 9:34 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to open discussion for public comment on
the Annual Stormwater Report, seconded by Trustee Sorrillo.  Upon vote, the motion carried
unanimously.

At 9:34 p.m., no one wishing to comment, Trustee Sorrillo made a motion to close public
comment on the Annual Stormwater Report, seconded by Deputy Mayor Millman.  Upon vote,
the motion carried unanimously.

Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to accept the Annual Stormwater Report as prepared by
the Village Engineer and authorize filing of same with the DEC, seconded by Trustee Caridi.
Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Oppenheim commended the Village Engineer for his work on the report.

Public Comment – no one wished to speak.

The next agenda item was a discussion on the user application for the Montebello Community
Center regarding use by for profit village organizations, not for profits, non-village users, etc.

Also discussed was who would be responsible for opening and closing of facility for a user, set
up and inventory control as well as cleaning costs after an event.

The Board members discussed various fees and instructed the Village Attorney to integrate the
fees and the proper language into the user application for their final review.

Resolution: 09-014             Village of Montebello

Title:  Montebello Community Center Change Orders and
           Change of Scope of Work- Belleville, Inc.

WHEREAS, utilization of the rear entrance and ramp by the tenant has revealed a
condition which manifests itself during snow or icy weather conditions, whereby the walking
route requires shelter; and

WHEREAS,  the Architect has drawn up a plan dated January 6, 2009 entitled "Proposed
Entry Canopy" to correct this problem and Belleville, Inc. the primary contractor on the
Montebello Community Center, (Belleville) has presented a Proposal/ Change Order dated
January 16, 2009, to correct same at a cost of $8500; and

WHEREAS, Belleville has also submitted a Proposal/ Change Order dated January 14,
2009 in the amount of $1550 to restore the back storage room in the Montebello Community
Center, which is missing sheetrock in the ceiling and on the walls, and also missing insulation,
which materials were removed due to water damage, or were never installed to begin with; and

WHEREAS, the Architect recommends accepting both Proposals /Change Orders, but
also recommends, in his report dated January 21, 2009, not proceeding with providing and
installing the cabinets, countertop, outlets, etc as indicated on detail 2 on Sheet A-2 of the
drawings prepared by Kenneth Irving, Architect P.C. dated August 4, 2008 at an original cost of
$8900, and applying that savings to this work, and reports that Belleville is willing to change the
scope of work accordingly; and

WHEREAS, the plans and both proposals and Architect's reports have been referenced as
if a part hereof, and true copies of same shall be appended to the Minutes hereof.
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that both Proposals/ Change Orders be and hereby
are accepted, including changing the scope of work, resulting in a credit of $8900 toward this
work and the sums specified authorized to be expended therefore, the difference being $1150,
surrounding terms and conditions to be as acceptable to the Architect and Village Attorney.

Motion: Trustee Caridi

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Roll call vote: Trustee Citrin Nay
Trustee Sorrillo Aye
Trustee Caridi Aye
Deputy Mayor Millman Nay
Mayor Oppenheim Aye

Upon vote, the Resolution carried 3-2.

The next agenda item was a discussion regarding scheduling a public hearing for a proposed
Local Law to eliminate referral of certain applications to the Rockland County Department of
Planning regarding sections 239 m and 239 n of the General Municipal Law.  The Assistant
Village Attorney, Ira Emanuel has drafted the proposed local law for the Board’s consideration.

The Board members would like more information on the necessity of these changes and
requested that a representative from RC Dept. of Planning attend the February Board of Trustees
meeting or the Assistant Village Attorney.

At 10:25 p.m., Trustee Citrin made a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss ongoing
litigation and contractual matters, seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion carried
unanimously.

At 11:00 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded by
Trustee Sorrillo. Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Sorrillo.  Upon vote, the
motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 11:02 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

_____________________________________
Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer


