
Present: Jeffrey Oppenheim Mayor
Lance Millman Deputy Mayor
Marc Citrin Trustee
Steven Sorrillo Trustee
Stacy Caridi Trustee

Warren Berbit Village Attorney

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/ Treasurer

Public Comment: No one wished to speak.

Mayor’s Report:

Mayor Oppenheim spoke about the ongoing work at the Community Center, and passed around photos of the
siding work being done at present.  The Mayor noted that there was an onsite visit with the architect, Trustee
Sorrillo and himself and they found some problems with the new window installations.  The architect spoke
with the contractor and everything is being resolved.  Trustee Sorrillo stated that RFP’s were sent out for
improvements to the older section of the building.  Mayor Oppenheim reported that he asked the Treasurer to
supply him with the remaining budget for work at the Community Center and we presently have approximately
$80,000 left from the bond to complete the repairs and upgrades.

Mayor Oppenheim announced that he has requested funding from Assemblywoman Rabbitt for the flag poles
and lighting for the Memorial Garden and the Community Center.  Assemblywoman Rabbitt has always sup-
ported the Village and is eager to do so again, she must wait for the adoption of the state budget.  The Mayor
also informed the Board that the Village did not receive any Community Development Block Grant money.

The Village Historian, Craig Long, has graciously made up 8x10 photographs of various properties in the
Village with historical significance.  Mr. Long will provide captions for these photos and they will be framed
and hung in Village Hall.  Deputy Mayor Millman suggested that they also be put on the Village web site and
some should be hung at the Community Center.

Mayor Oppenheim announced that a public hearing will be held by the Economic Development Commission
meeting on April 7th at 7:30 p.m. The Mayor then gave an update on the ongoing discussions with Verizon for
a franchise agreement.  He stated that he and the Village Attorney are making good headway and hope to strike
an agreement soon.  Mayor Oppenheim noted that he is aware residents are waiting for FIOS service.

Trustee Citrin asked about the proposal made at the last meeting with regard to Suddath and was pleased to
hear that they have accepted the Village’s terms.

The Mayor then spoke about some ongoing issues with the Indian Rock Shopping Center regarding window
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signs and that they have been advised to go back to the Planning Board to try and get some kind of resolution.
In addition, when the Mayor met with Keep Rockland Beautiful a couple of weeks ago for dedication of the
new garbage receptacles installed at the shopping center, it was noted that there should be a plaque on the
“rock” identifying its’ purpose.  Upon review of the site plan, the developer must provide this plaque.

Mayor Oppenheim reported that he and Deputy Mayor Millman attended the public hearing on the Highview
Hills application before the Town Board.  He and the Deputy Mayor spoke against the project due to its high
density and impact of the viewshed for the Fant property; 102 units are proposed on 10.9 acres.  The Mayor
noted that they are not against the project being for 55 and older individuals, only the high density proposed.
Mayor Oppenheim thanked all of the residents that also attended the hearing and voiced their opposition. 

The next agenda item was a presentation by James Dolan representing O.T. Delivery Systems, Inc. who is cur-
rently completing the purchase of the property located at 10 Dunnigan Drive (presently occupied by Suddath).
O.T. is a trucking company that transports containers from the NY docks to facilities in the region.  In addition
to staff, this company plans to store trailers used for trucking on the property.  They are proposing to expand
the parking area for this purpose.

In addition to the trucking company, Mr. Dolan is proposing to lease the remainder of the building to a phar-
maceutical mail order business which would require additional parking, more than that which presently exists.
Mr. Dolan notes that he must seek a number of variances from the Zoning Board.

Mr. Dolan is also pursing additional parking along Dunnigan Drive intruding into what is presently the Village
right-of-way, which is his purpose for appearing before the Board this evening.  He is seeking a consensus of
the Board regarding creation of this parking in the right-of-way, if the Board is against his proposal it does not
pay for him to proceed to the Planning and Zoning Boards.

The Village Board discussed Mr. Dolan’s proposal and the consensus was that they were willing to consider his
proposal for use of the right-of-way through some type of lease agreement upon research being done by the
Village Attorney as to the legal aspects involved.  The Board concurred that Mr. Dolan should go forward with
his application to the Planning and Zoning Boards.

The Board members also directed the Village Clerk to forward Mr. Dolan’s proposal to the Economic
Development Commission for their review and comment.

The next agenda item was a public hearing on proposed Local Law No. 2 of 2008 amending §195-60 of the
Code of the Village of Montebello to more closely follow the Model Historic Preservation Law for municipali-
ties in New York State favored by the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation.

The Village Clerk read the legal notice into the record:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a Public Hearing will be held by the Board of Trustees of the Village of
Montebello on Wednesday, March 26, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. local time, or as soon thereafter as the matter can be
heard at Village Hall, One Montebello Road, Montebello, New York 10901, to consider enacting Local Law
No. 2 of 2008 entitled; "Amending § 195-60 of the Code of the Village of Montebello to more closely follow
the model Historic Preservation Law for Municipalities in New York State [the Model Law] favored by the
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation". More particularly, said proposed amendment adds
qualifications for Historic Preservation Commission ("HPC") members similar to Section 2.(A) of the Model
Law; eliminates the alternative of the Planning Board acting as the HPC; adds a condition for issuance of a
Certificate of Appropriateness similar to that set forth at Section 5.(A) (i) of the Model Law; clarifies that the
HPC shall meet at least monthly as per Section 2.(E) of the Model Law; and, adds Violations and Appeals

 



Sections per Section 12 and 13 of the Model Law.

All members of the public and all interested parties are invited to attend and participate.  The proposed Local
Law and the Model Law will be available for inspection and review at the Village Office during normal work-
ing hours, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The Village Attorney confirmed with the Village Clerk that the legal notice was published and posted as
required by law and that copies of the proposed Local Law were made available to the Board members and the
public.

The following documents were received and read into the record:

1. Resolution of the Historic Preservation Commission dated March 19, 2008
2. E-mail from Julian Adams, CLG Coordinator
3. Memorandum from the Planning Board dated March 25, 2008
4. Memorandum from the Planner dated March 26, 2008 
5. Model Historic Preservation Law

6.         Memo from General Code dated March 12, 2008

Mayor Oppenheim noted that there were five changes made to the Village’s existing Historic Preservation Law
to accommodate the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation.  The changes are insignificant,
but must be made in order for the Village to receive CLG status.

At 8:47 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to open the public hearing, seconded by Trustee Caridi.
Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

No one wishing to comment, at 8:48 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to close the public hearing,
seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

The Village Attorney advised the Board that Version II of the Local Law has all of the changes that were rec-
ommended by the various entities.  Mr. Berbit also noted for the record that the GML review by the Rockland
County Department of Planning has not been received as of this date and if the Board’s desire is to adopt the
Local Law this evening it would have to be subject to a favorable response from County Planning.

Resolution: 08-028 Village of Montebello

Title:  Adoption of Local Law- "Amending §195-60 of the Code of the Village of
Montebello to more closely follow the Model Historic Preservation Law for Municipalities in New York State
favored by the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation"

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Village Attorney summarized the substance of the Proposed Local Law as
more closely paralleling the Model Historic Preservation Law as summarized in the Legal Notice; and

WHEREAS, the Village Attorney questioned the Village Clerk/Treasurer and concluded that due notice
has been given by virtue of the publication and posting of the following Legal Notice on March 16, 2008, and
the text of the proposed law being provided to the Trustees and made available for public inspection on the
aforesaid date:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a Public Hearing will be held by the Board of Trustees of the Village of

 



Montebello on Wednesday, March 26, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. local time, or as soon thereafter as the matter can be
heard at Village Hall, One Montebello Road, Montebello, New York 10901, to consider enacting Local Law
No. 2 of 2008 entitled; "Amending § 195-60 of the Code of the Village of Montebello to more closely follow
the model Historic Preservation Law for Municipalities in New York State [the Model Law] favored by the
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation". More particularly, said proposed amendment adds
qualifications for Historic Preservation Commission ("HPC") members similar to Section 2.(A) of the Model
Law; eliminates the alternative of the Planning Board acting as the HPC; adds a condition for issuance of a
Certificate of Appropriateness similar to that set forth at Section 5.(A) (i) of the Model Law; clarifies that the
HPC shall meet at least monthly as per Section 2.(E) of the Model Law; and, adds Violations and Appeals
Sections per Section 12 and 13 of the Model Law.

All members of the public and all interested parties are invited to attend and participate.  The proposed Local
Law and the Model Law will be available for inspection and review at the Village Office during normal work-
ing hours, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; and

WHEREAS, the following documents were received and included in the record:

1. Legal Notice and Affidavits
2. Proposed Local Law
3. Resolution No. 08-014 Scheduling Public Hearing
4. Resolution of the Historic Preservation Commission dated March 19, 2008
5. E-mail from Julian Adams, CLG Coordinator
6. Memorandum from the Planning Board dated March 25, 2008
7. Memorandum from the Planner dated March 26, 2008 
8. Model Historic Preservation Law
9. Memo from General Code dated March 12, 2008; and

WHEREAS, the Village Clerk reported her conversation with the Rockland County Department of Planning
which indicated no objection to the Local Law, but that the Department hadn't had time to prepare and supply
it's GML review, and by a consensus of the Board the decision was made to continue with the public hearing
and make any approval conditioned upon receipt of an affirmative response from the Department; and 

WHEREAS, no one wished to speak at the Public Hearing; and

WHEREAS, the Board finds the revisions suggested by General Code and the Historic Preservation
Commission to be desirable which are incorporated in "Version II" of the Local Law; and  

WHEREAS, SEQRA is found to be inapplicable, the action not approving or authorizing any physical activity.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Version II of the Local Law amending Section 195-60 of the Code of
the Village of Montebello be and hereby is adopted by virtue of §20, Subdivision 5 of the Municipal Home
Rule Law of the State of New York, to become effective upon filing with the Secretary of State which filing
shall not occur until and unless receipt of a positive response from the County of Rockland Department of
Planning, and if such does not occur, until the Board reopens the record and gives the matter further considera-
tion at the April Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

 



Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-029 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes 

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of January 16, 2008
be and are hereby approved.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-030                                                                   Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes 

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of February 27, 2008
be and are hereby approved.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-031 Village of Montebello

Title:   Amending Resolution No. 08-021

BE IT RESOLVED, that Resolution No. 08-021, entitled Approval of Abstract and Schedule of Claims, dated
February 27, 2008 be and hereby is amended to reflect a change in the total amount of claims from
$194,891.69 to $186,924.49.

Motion: Trustee Caridi

 



Second: Deputy Mayor Millman 

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-032 Village of Montebello

Title:  Rockland Municipal Planning Federation Annual Dinner Meeting

BE IT RESOLVED, that the following persons are authorized to attend the Rockland Municipal
Planning Federation Annual Meeting to be held on March 31, 2008, at a cost of $35.00 per attendee, which
cost is to be paid by the Village.

Al Rubin-Planning Board
Jane Burke-Planning Board
Ed Bracken-Zoning Board of Appeals
Rodney Gittens -Zoning Board of Appeals
Fran Osei-Zoning Board of Appeals

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-033 Village of Montebello

Title:  Additional Furnishings Village Hall

WHEREAS, after engaging in the bidding process for the "Purchase of Furnishings for the Village
Hall", said furnishings were purchased from New Concept Office Supply by virtue of a bid award in the
amount of $13,649.00 approved by the Village Board by Resolution No. 07-140 adopted on October 17, 2007;
and

WHEREAS, said bid included unit pricing, anticipating that the additional needs of the Village would
evolve as it began to utilize the renovated Village Hall; and 

WHEREAS, the Village Clerk reports the need to upgrade the size and type of her desk at an additional
cost of $385, cancellation of a 581-BK chair originally intended for her office at a credit of [$109], the credit
of [$120] for switching the type of 4 chairs, and the addition of several vertical and lateral files, and an execu-
tive chair, all as more particularly set forth in Inv.# 230442 dated 2/27/08 referenced to hereat as if set forth
hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be appended to the Minutes, for a net difference in cost of $10,723.20,
including delivery charges.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the aforereferenced credits and purchases are approved and the
additional sum of $10,723.20 be authorized to be expended therefor.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

 



Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-034 Village of Montebello

Title:  MCC-Becker Corp Change Orders

WHEREAS, Becker Corp., providing window replacements and other related work at the Montebello
Community Center, has submitted two change orders, one as stamped in March 12, 2008 in the amount of
$775 ("March 12th C.O."), and the other signed March 18, 2008, in the net amount of $940 ("March 18th
C.O."); and 

WHEREAS, as more particularly set forth in said Change Orders, and in the Architect's associated
memo dated March 21, 2008, all referenced as if set forth hereinafter, true copies of which shall be appended
to the Minutes hereof, the March 12th C.O. at a cost of $775 relates to supplying and installing new window
trim since the sizing of the windows did not permit reusing the old trim, and the March 18th  C.O. relates to
removing, packing out and reworking sill framing as necessary and reinstalling the windows due to uneven
existing framing, and replacing associated siding as needed, at a cost of $1350, less a credit for a unused sill
cover of [$250], and a credit of [$160] for taking out the windows, at a net cost of $940; and 

WHEREAS, the Architect has approved the Change Orders.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Change Orders are approved, and the associated sums of
$775.00 and $940.00, respectively, authorized to be paid.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Citrin

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08- 035 Village of Montebello

Title:  2008 Landscaping Services

WHEREAS, proposals were sought for maintaining the Village Hall grounds, Montebello Community
Center grounds and the Viola Road Cemetery for the 2008 season, including as to the former, maintaining the
lawn and shrubs, spring and fall clean up, and chemical applications; and

WHEREAS, the following proposals were received:

Knapp’s' Landscaping, Inc. $11,800.00
Ascape Landscape & Construction Corp $ 9,600.00-(excluding MCC)
Belleville Landscaping, Inc. $12,500.00
Paul Tortora Landscaping $ 7,400.00
Pro-Cut Lawn & Landscaping $12,832.00

 



Mario's Landscaping $12,000.00; and

WHEREAS, it appears that all contractors submitting proposals have the required experience and Paul
Tortora Landscaping has submitted the lowest cost proposal at a total cost of $ 7400.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that landscaping services for 2008 for the Village Hall grounds,
Montebello Community Center grounds and the Viola Road Cemetery be awarded to Paul Tortora Landscaping
in the total amount of $7400, as more particularly set forth in a proposal dated March 19, 2008, referenced as
if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be appended to the Minutes hereof, subject to entering into a
contract in a form suitable to the Village Attorney.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-036 Village of Montebello

Title:  Award of Proposal for "Miscellaneous Upgrades for the Community Center"

WHEREAS, the older portion of the Montebello Community Center is in need of certain restorative
work which includes removing one bathroom and converting it into a closet and completely remodeling anoth-
er bathroom plus various other construction fixes;
and

WHEREAS, the Architect for the reconstruction of the Village Hall, Manual Andrade of Kenneth Irving
Architect, P.C., was authorized by the Mayor to draw up specifications for the aforesaid work, as set forth in a
document entitled " Community Center, Miscellaneous Upgrades, March 18, 2008" referenced as if set forth
hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be appended to the minutes hereof; and

WHEREAS, proposals were sought according to the Village's Procurement Policy, to ascertain how to
lawfully proceed to obtain this work on an expedited basis; and

WHEREAS, proposals were received as follows:

1. Belleville, Inc.  March 24, 2008 -   $18,700 

2. Lorencin Construction Corp.   March 24, 2008-    $39,700

3. All-Shawn March 26, 2008-    $42,525

said proposals to be appended to the Minutes hereof; and

WHEREAS, since the lowest conforming proposal from a suitable experienced contractor is below the
$20,000 threshold for bidding public work, it appears that such work may be awarded without bidding.



THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that subject to Architect reviewing the credentials and references of
Belleville, Inc. and reporting the belief that same is able to perform the work, and subject to entering into a
contract in a form as approved by the Village Attorney and Architect, a contract be awarded to Belleville, Inc.
in the amount of $18,700 for "Montebello Community Center, Miscellaneous Upgrades, March 18, 2008", in
order to make same fully operational as soon as practicable. 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Citrin

Trustee Sorrillo advised that he would be recusing himself from discussion or vote on this resolution as he is
personally involved with the winning contractor.

Roll call vote: Trustee Citrin Aye Abstain:  Trustee Sorrillo
Trustee Caridi Aye

Deputy Mayor Millman Aye
Mayor Oppenheim Aye

The Resolution carried.

Resolution: 08-037 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated March 26, 2008                    and total-
ing $314,678.53 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid.

Motion:  Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Sorrillo  

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-038 Village of Montebello

Title:  Parks Commission Item 2008: June 24th Concert

WHEREAS, the Parks Commission proposes entering into a Contract with the Rockland County Concert Band
to provide a musical performance by Reflections Jazz and Swing Orchestra for the Concert on June 24, 2008,
at a cost of $750, said Contract with the changes as made by the Village Attorney, referenced as if set forth
hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be appended to the Minutes hereof; and

WHEREAS, said expenditure appears reasonable and prudent, and consistent with prior related actions
of the Village Board.

 



THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the contract as revised be entered into for the following, and
the associated sum authorized to be expended therefor:

Rockland County Concert Band for Reflections $750
Jazz and Swing Orchestra

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Citrin

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-039 Village of Montebello

Title:  Setting Fines for Violating §195-60 of the Village Code 
(Historic Preservation Law)  

WHEREAS, the Village Board has enacted Local Law No. 2 of 2008 amending §195-60 of the Village
Code (Historic Preservation Law), which amendment, amongst other things, adds a Violations section which
requires that the Village Board set, from time to time, the fine for each day of violation, and the maximum fine
in the aggregate if the violation continues.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, upon Local Law No. 2 of 2008 becoming effective, and until the
subsequent action of the Board, that the fines for violation of §195-60 of the Village Code, as amended, be set
as follows:

1. For a first time violator, $150 per diem and up to $1500 in the aggregate.

2. For a violator having been convicted or plead guilty to a violation of this Chapter within the past two
(2) years, $250 per diem and up to $2500 in the aggregate; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the above be added to the Village's schedule of fines.   

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Public Comment:  No one wished to speak.

The Board members continued their discussion on amending the Tree Preservation Law, noting that enforce-
ment and compensatory plantings are critical.  The Village Attorney is working on the amending language
based on the Board’s input and a public hearing will be scheduled in May.

 



Continued discussion on use and procedures for the Community Center was the next agenda item.  The Board
tabled this matter because of the ongoing construction work.

Deputy Mayor Millman informed the other Board members that although his original thought was that resi-
dents should not be charged a fee to use the Community Center, in speaking with various residents they feel a
fee should be charged.  The Deputy Mayor recommended charging two fees, one for residents and one for non-
residents.

Old and New Business:

Mayor Oppenheim informed the Board that the Building and Fire Inspector have requested that the Village
purchase the National Fire Code books for their use.  The cost is approximately $1,100.  The Board members
were in favor of this purchase to assist the inspectors in their duties.

Deputy Mayor Millman requested that the Board members be notified of any time sensitive mail received.  He
also reminded the other Board members that he will be attending the Eagle Scout Court of Honor for Peter
Zelem on April 5th.

Mayor Oppenheim announced that the Village’s annual Memorial Day Ceremony will be held on May 25th at
9:30 a.m., there will be a guest speaker and he will be contacting the Montebello Elementary School principal
to nominate a 5th grader to read the Gettysburg Address.

At 9:45 p.m. Trustee Citrin made a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss a leasing agreement for the
Community Center, the ASH litigation and the Verizon negotiations, seconded by Deputy Mayor Millman.
Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

At 10:33 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded by Trustee Citrin.
Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Citrin.  Upon vote, the motion carried
unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 10:34 p.m.

 


