
Present: Jeffrey Oppenheim Mayor
Lance Millman Deputy Mayor
Marc Citrin Trustee
Steven Sorrillo Trustee
Stacy Caridi Trustee

Warren Berbit Village Attorney

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/ Treasurer

Public Comment:

Alden Wolfe, County Legislator, represents Montebello – announced that anyone who would like to speak to
him regarding county government issues his door is always open.  Mr. Wolfe noted that he Chairs the
Committee on Government Operations and that they have been reviewing the various departments in the
County for efficiency, currently have a huge deficit in the Dept. of Hospitals.  Looking into the concept of
multi-year budgeting in an effort to pay down and resolve the County’s debt.  Very excited that Montebello is a
"Green Village".  Mr. Wolfe also serves on the Environmental Committee and has proposed a law to eliminate
the use of styrofoam from all county facilities, this would eliminate over one million pieces annually.

Mayor Oppenheim thanked Legislator Wolfe for writing a letter to the County Highway Department and get-
ting the County portion of Montebello Road placed on the repaving list for early summer and for reaching out
to Orange and Rockland utilities regarding their shoddy road opening repairs.  

Mayor's Report:  

Mayor Oppenheim noted that all the Conservation Easement letters have been sent out and that we have
already received a number of responses.  We are requesting that the homeowners submit a written explanation
regarding their conservation easement if they believe there has been a mistake and letting them know that the
matter will be reassessed this summer.  

Village Hall renovations are almost complete, the architect has been working on the punch list with the con-
tractors; a few minor repairs/corrections.  The Mayor would like
to have an open house when everything is finalized and invite former members of the Board to attend.  Mayor
Oppenheim also expressed his intention to obtain old
photographs to hang in Village Hall from our historian, Craig Long.

As requested by the Accountant, the Mayor has been opening and signing off on all bank statements.   The
Mayor noted that the Town of Ramapo is holding another Unity Forum on March 11th at 7:30 p.m. at the Arts
Center in Spring Valley.  Gardeners Day is April 5 at the Cornell Cooperative Extension, it is an opportunity to
learn about landscaping and taking care of your property.   

The Bayard Lane Culvert repair is complete and we should not have anymore flooding in that area.  Mayor
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Oppenheim informed the Board members that he and Trustee Sorrillo attended the Tappan Zee Regional
Planning Association meeting held at RCC, hosted by Harriet Cornell.  Astrid Gruen was present from the
Dept. of Transportation.  They presented two options for mass transit; a dedicated bus lane and a commuter rail
line, a station in Montebello is proposed under both scenarios. This Thursday night there will be a public com-
ment session at the Palisades Center. 

Trustee Sorrillo gave an update on the renovations at the Community Center. Currently the siding contractor,
All-Shawn, has overcome his legal issues and will begin work shortly.  The carpenter has erected the separa-
tion wall, installed doors and is waiting for the windows to be delivered.  Discovered some water issues in new
portion of the building that will have to be addressed.  The contractor has submitted some additional work
orders to take care of these matters, would like the Board to approve them this evening so that the work can
continue.  We have received several proposals for painting the newer side of the building, further review is
required. The fire and alarm system should be complete by next week.  The carpeting in the large meeting
room needs to be replaced and we are looking into estimates for that. Trustee Sorrillo noted that no work has
begun on the old section pending leasing of the space.

Mayor Oppenheim advised that a lot of requests have come in for use of the building and the broker is still
looking for a viable tenant.  The Mayor also noted that we have applied for a Community Development Block
Grant to renovate the downstairs bathroom and kitchen area for handicap accessibility. We should be hearing in
late March.

Parks Commission Business:

Bob Congionti, Parks Chairman stated they are waiting for direction from the Village Board regarding the flag
poles at the 911 Memorial Garden and the Community Center.

Mayor Oppenheim responded that he is requesting grant money from Assemblywoman Rabbitt for the flag
poles since they were not part of the budget, but that the flag poles are definitely going to be installed.

Mr. Congionti noted that the support poles of the Village entry signs need painting. He asked if the Clerk could
get quotes and inquire about using material that does not need maintenance.  Upcoming event dates were
announced: annual Clean Up Day on April 19th; concerts in June and July; annual Camp Out June 14th and
15th .

Resolution: 08-014 Village of Montebello

Title:  Schedule Public Hearing to Amend Historic Preservation Law

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Village Attorney report having conferenced the Village's CLG (Certified
Local Government) application with the CLG Coordinator of the NYS Office of Parks Recreation and Historic
Preservation, and as a consequence that  certain changes to the Village's Historic Preservation Law, Village
Code §195-60, were recommended to facilitate the application; and

WHEREAS, said proposed amendments in substance are summarized as follows:

1. 195-60 B.(2)(a): add qualifications of HPC members similar to 2.(A) of the Model Law.
2. 195-60 B.(2)(F): delete (eliminates Planning Board acting as HPC)
3. Add where appropriate, "HPC shall meet monthly in addition to when special meeting called," similar to

 



2.(E) of the Model Law.
4. Add where appropriate: "properties which contribute to the character of the historic district shall be retained,
with their historic features altered as little as possible", similar to 5.(A)(i) of the Model Law, if a review of the
Village's entire law reveals this to be missing as a criteria with respect to Certificate of Appropriateness.
5. Integrate appeals provisions from Section 13 of the Model Law if a review of Village Law reveals same not
to be included with respect to denial of a Certificate of Appropriateness; and

WHEREAS, it appears that the suggested changes will improve the Village's Law plus enable the grant of CLG
status.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Village Attorney be directed to draft an appropriate amend-
ment to §195-60 of the Village Code to accomplish the above purposes sufficiently timely to permit holding a
Public Hearing on same at the March Regular Meeting of the Village Board being held on March 26, 2008, or
as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, the setting of which Hearing is hereby approved, and that in the
interim the HPC be given notice of the proposed changes such that it may consider same and timely advise the
Village Board of its reaction and recommendations.

Motion: Trustee Caridi 

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Mayor Oppenheim explained that the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation requires that
our Law corresponds to their Model Law and the Village Attorney would make the necessary changes.

Deputy Mayor Millman questioned if the HPC is bound by the Planning Board or the Planning Board bound
by the HPC?  The Village’s law allowed for the Planning Board to act as the HPC, but we created a separate
HPC Board.

Mayor Oppenheim responded that the Planning Board would be removed from our Local Law as an option. 

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-015 Village of Montebello

Title: Schedule Public Hearing to Amend Tree Preservation Law

WHEREAS, the Tree Law Review Committee met to consider recommending changes to §176-6, 7 of
the Village Code, and in a report dated  January 2008 made recommendations as dialogued with the Village
Board in Workshop this evening, February 27, 2008; and

WHEREAS, the Village Board believes that the following changes are in the best interests of the public
and preserving the environment, while balancing between public and private rights:

Changes discussed during workshop for which there appeared to be a consensus for incorporation into
the amended law.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Attorney, in cooperation with the Assistant Village
Attorney, Tree Law Review Committee, Village Planner and Village Engineer, draft an amendment to the
aforesaid Section of the Village Code to capture the intent set forth herein, and that such occur sufficiently
timely to hold a Public Hearing on same at the April Regular Meeting of the Village Board to be held on April

 



16, 2008, or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, the setting of which Hearing is hereby approved. 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Trustee Citrin wished to add a friendly amendment to the title of the Resolution noting that the statute, the
actual caption reads: Tree Preservation and Landscape Maintenance, key word is Preservation, title of
Resolution should read Tree Preservation Law.  

The Board members concurred.

Deputy Mayor Millman acknowledged that this law is the essence of Montebello, no other area preserves trees
like Montebello.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-016 Village of Montebello

Title:  Schedule Public Hearing to Amend the Road Opening Law

WHEREAS, a proliferation of road openings in the Village during the current winter period, primarily
to install or replace utilities and storm drainage lines, has caused safety issues, traffic backups, and reported
damage to vehicles; and

WHEREAS, in addition, the cutting and patching of newly rebuilt or re-paved roads destroys their
integrity and longevity, and to a degree negates the benefit to the public of the repair or rebuilding of same;
and

WHEREAS, as a consequence the Mayor has directed the Village's professionals to investigate the
problem and to study the associated Village Law, Chapter 160 Article II of the Village Code, and to make rec-
ommendations to legislatively ameliorate the problem.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the professionals continue to study the problem and make a
collective recommendation, such that a comprehensive amendment to the Village Laws to address same be in a
form to be considered at the April Regular Meeting of the Village Board, being held on April16, 2008, and that
a Public Hearing be and hereby is authorized for that purpose to be held on said date, or as soon thereafter as
the matter may be considered.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Mayor Oppenheim feels this law needs to be amended because of the poorly repaired road openings made by
the utility companies.  Village Board should authorize any road openings during the winter season on an emer-
gency basis only. Our Village Engineer has been actively working on this matter.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-017 Village of Montebello

 



Title: Amending Schedule of Fees-Fire Safety Compliance

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village’s Schedule of Fees pertaining to Certificates of Compliance for
new or changed uses and annual inspections fees payable each year under Chapter 89, Fire Prevention, pur-
suant to §89-44E of the Village Code be amended  to be as follows:

Class B-3 Multiple dwelling- Senior Citizen Housing:
∑ $25.00 for each apartment in a mid-high rise building
∑ $115.00 for each 8 unit apartment building

Class B-2 Transient Occupancy, Hotel-Motel: Fees are based on square footage of the building.

Class C-1 Business Office
Class C-2 Mercantile
Class C-3 Industrial
Class C-4 Storage

0 Sq. Ft. - 5,000 Sq. Ft. $75.00
5001 Sq. Ft. -         10,000 Sq. Ft. $175.00

10,001 Sq. Ft. -         25,000 Sq. Ft. $525.00
25,001 Sq. Ft. -         50,000 Sq. Ft. $775.00
50,001 Sq. Ft. -         75,000 Sq. Ft. $1,025.00

75,001 Sq. Ft. -       100,000 Sq. Ft. $1,275.00
100,001 Sq. Ft. -       125,000 Sq. Ft. $1,575.00
125,001 Sq. Ft. -       150,000 Sq. Ft. $1,825.00
150,001 Sq. Ft. -       175,000 Sq. Ft. $2,075.00 
175,001 Sq. Ft. -       200,000 Sq. Ft. $2,325.00

200,001 Sq. Ft. -       225,000 Sq. Ft. $2,575.00
225,001 Sq. Ft. -       250,000 Sq. Ft. $2,825.00 
250,001 Sq. Ft. -       275,000 Sq. Ft. $3,075.00
275,001 Sq. Ft. -       300,000 Sq. Ft.                   $3,325.00
300,001 Sq. Ft. -       325,000 Sq. Ft.                   $3,575.00
325,001 Sq. Ft. -       350,000 Sq. Ft.                   $3,825.00
350,001 Sq. Ft. -       375,000 Sq. Ft.                   $4,075.00
375,001 Sq. Ft. -       400,000 Sq. Ft.                   $4,325.00
400,001 Sq. Ft. -       425,000 Sq. Ft.                   $4,575.00
425,001 Sq. Ft. -       450,000 Sq. Ft.                   $4,825.00
450,001 Sq. Ft. -       475,000 Sq. Ft.                   $5,075.00
475,001 Sq. Ft. -       500,000 Sq. Ft.                   $5,325.00

Class C-5 Place of Assembly- Capacity in Persons:

1-50 - $75.00
51-100 - $100.00
101-300 - $125.00
301-Over - $1.00 per person

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

 



Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-018 Village of Montebello

Title:  Parks Commission Item 2008: 7/29 Concert

WHEREAS, the Parks Commission proposes entering into a Contract with The Daytrippers to provide Beatles
Music for the Concert on July 29, 2008, at a cost of $1200, said Contract with the changes as made by the
Village Attorney, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be appended to the Minutes
hereof; and

WHEREAS, said expenditure appears reasonable and prudent, and consistent with prior related actions
of the Village Board.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the contract as revised be entered into for the following, and
the associated sum authorized to be expended therefor:

1. The Daytrippers  Beatles Music-7/29 $1200

Motion: Trustee Caridi

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-019 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes 

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of December 19,
2007 be and are hereby approved.

Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Citrin

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-020 Village of Montebello

Title:   Amending Resolution No. 08-008

BE IT RESOLVED, that Resolution No. 08-008, entitled Approval of Abstract and Schedule of Claims, dated
January 16, 2008 be and hereby is amended to reflect a change in the total amount of claims from $103,262.87
to $103,173.82.



Motion: Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Citrin

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-021 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated February 27, 2008 and totaling $
194,891.69 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid.

Motion:  Deputy Mayor Millman

Second:  Trustee Sorrillo

Deputy Mayor Millman questioned the two Zarin and Steinmetz  bills and whether the Village has received
credit for past invoices yet.  The new invoices are approved for payment but will be held until the Village
Clerk confirms receipt of the credit due.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-022 Village of Montebello

Title:  Change Village Board Meeting Date

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees will hold their Regular Monthly Meeting on Wednesday,
March 26, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. at Village Hall, instead of Wednesday, March 19, 2008.

Motion: Trustee Caridi

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Deputy Mayor Millman announced that he may be unable to attend the March 26th meeting.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-023 Village of Montebello

Title:  2008 Arbor Watch Program

WHEREAS, the Village has contracted with Ira Wickes/Arborists for it's Arbor Watch Plant Health
Care Program whereby six applications of insecticide are made to the plants at Village Hall, and said arborist
has offered to renew the Program for 2008 including the Community Center Property at a cost of $332.50 per
application, or a total net of $1995.00 for the season, as set forth in a contract and proposal received by the
Village on February 26, 2008, referenced as if set forth hereinafter a true copy of which shall be appended to
the Minutes hereof, and

WHEREAS, it appears that the cost is reasonable and incurring the expense prudent to protect the



plants at the Village Hall and the Community Center.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village contract with Ira Wickes/Arborists for the Arbor
Watch 2008 Plant Health Care Program, and that $1995.00 be authorized to be expended therefor paid in
installments of $332.50 each.

Motion: Trustee Caridi

Second: Mayor Oppenheim

Mayor Oppenheim thanked the Village Clerk/Treasurer for negotiating with Ira Wickes Arborists for the lower
contract price.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-024 Village of Montebello

Title:  Suddath/Baker Violation Extension

WHEREAS, the Building Inspector issued a Violation Notice on February 4, 2008 to Baker Properties
regarding: 10 Dunnigan Drive., 17/BA2, due to the occupant's Suddath Relocation of New York's, apparent
violation of §195-52 of the Village Code due to placement of "Store and Move" containers on the property
which is not permitted per the site plan; and

WHEREAS, the Village has been advised by Suddath and Baker that Suddath is vacating the premises
no later than April 30, 2008, and that the apparent violation will be cured no later than then, or within 30 days
thereof, leading to an application by Baker for a 90 day extension of the time to correct the violation; and

WHEREAS, the Violation Notice gave 20 days to cure the violation, or until February 24, 2008, and a
90 day extension would end on May 24, 2008, a Saturday; and

WHEREAS, the Building Inspector indicates that the Village Board has authority to grant the requested
extension, and does not appear to object to same in the circumstances.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, in the circumstances that the time to cure the Violation be and
hereby is extended until no later than Friday, May 23, 2008, with the understanding that should the Violation
not be cured as promised to the satisfaction of the Building Inspector and the Village, then this matter shall be
prosecuted with full vigor, and every day of violation from the original cut-off day of February 24, 2008, shall
be counted for the purpose of imposing a fine; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the time extension is also subject to a payment to the Village of
the sum of $1500 as an interim civil compromise to cover its administrative and professional costs in the mat-
ter, and the application to the Village Board; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a completed copy of this Resolution with Clerk's Certificate shall
be sent or delivered forthwith to Baker, Suddath and the Building Inspector. 

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

 



Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-025 Village of Montebello

Title: Street Name Referral to the Planning Board 

WHEREAS, application was erroneously made by the Weinberger Subdivision to the Village Board for
approval  of street names, which application should have been made to the Planning Board pursuant to §163-
23(F) of the Village Code.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the application to name the streets in the Weinberger
Subdivision be directed to the Planning Board pursuant to §163-23(F) of the Village Code, carrying with it the
Village Board's strong preference and recommendation that street naming continue the practice of reflecting
local historical, natural or geographic features, former owners or locally prominent people.

Motion: Mayor Oppenheim

Second: Trustee Citrin

The Village Attorney noted that pursuant to the Subdivision Regulations, application for naming streets is to be
made to the Planning Board, and this was submitted to the Village Board in error.  The Village Board’s desire
is that street names reflect local historical or geographic features; street names should follow past practices.
The Village Board’s desires were incorporated into the Resolution as a guide for the Planning Board.   

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Public Comment:  No one wished to speak.

Resolution: 08-026 Village of Montebello

Title:  Authorizing Certain Additional Repairs at Montebello Community Center

WHEREAS, Trustee Sorrillo, overseeing repair and renovation of the Montebello Community Center,
reports the immediate need to repair water damage at two locations in the wrap-around storage room located
on the periphery of the meeting room, and to replace the rotted frame discovered upon installation of the new
door to the meeting room, proposals for the repairs being $2850, $3850 and $1250, respectively as obtained
from the contractor performing the associated work, the Becker Corp., thus to be construed as change orders;
and

WHEREAS, it is essential that said work be performed while the contractor is on site, and to prevent
further deterioration.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said change orders be and hereby are accepted, and the sum
represented thereby, approximately $7950, authorized to be expended therefor.

Motion: Trustee Caridi

Second: Deputy Mayor Millman

 



Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Discussion on instituting an Adopt-A-Road program was next.  

Trustee Sorrillo was approached by a resident who suggested the village look into the Adopt-A-Road Program.
The individual/organization would be responsible for maintaining the road or portion thereof.  

Deputy Mayor Millman noted that beautification is the goal here.  Normally, large signs are erected naming the
road sponsor.  Against signs being put up, adopt major roadways, not the internal neighborhood streets.

Discussion continued and the Board decided to review this matter further.  Mayor Oppenheim thanked Trustee
Sorrillo for bringing this to their attention.

The next agenda item was a discussion regarding setting up procedures for use of the Community Center.
Mayor Oppenheim reviewed his discussion with the Village’s insurer.  The Village has received numerous
requests from residents and non-residents to utilize the facility for parties, meetings, etc.  Mayor Oppenheim
drafted an application form and suggested an hourly fee; $50 for residents and $100 for non-residents.

Deputy Mayor Millman is not in favor of charging a fee and noted that the Community Center was purchased
to be used. Trustee Citrin is concerned with insurance coverage and the Village’s liability, recommends Board
members think like landlords in this instance.

Discussion continued and the Board members decided further discussion was necessary and possibly a work-
shop session.  

The next agenda item was a request from the Rockland County Dept. of Tourism for the Village to offer Super
Saver volume discounted bus tickets for sale at Village Hall. 
After discussion with the Clerk, it was decided this was not necessary at Village Hall.

At 10:24 p.m. Trustee Citrin made a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss the Verizon franchise negoti-
ations, ASHL litigation and other pending legal matters, seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion
carried unanimously.

At 10:48 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded by Trustee Sorrillo.
Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-027 Village of Montebello     

Title: Retaining Zarin & Steinmetz 

WHEREAS, the Village of Montebello, along with the Villages of Chestnut Ridge, Pomona, and
Wesley Hills, and certain individuals, are all represented by the firm of Zarin & Steinmetz, Attorneys at Law,
as plaintiffs in a law suit brought against the Town of Ramapo and others, challenging the claimed failure by
the Town to abide by the requirements of the State Environmental Quality Review Act in adopting and apply-
ing the Town's Adult Student Housing Law, amongst other issues, (the "ASHL Suit"); and

WHEREAS, on or about January 9, 2008, suit was commenced against the Village of Montebello, it's
Mayor and Former Mayor, both in their official and individual capacities, the Trustees, and, similarly, against
the other Villages, Mayors and Trustees and individuals involved in the aforementioned ASHL Suit, in the U.S.
District Court for the S. District of N.Y., by Mosdos Chofetz Chaim, Inc. Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim, Inc. et als,

 



bearing case No. 08 CIV. 0156, (the "Mosdos Suit") seeking injunctive relief and monetary damages, claiming,
in essence, that the Village and its leaders, and the other Villages and their leaders, brought and are prosecuting
the ASHL suit, amongst other things, in derogation of the religious and Constitutional rights of the Mosdos
plaintiffs; and

WHEREAS, although the Village and its leaders view the Mosdos Suit to be baseless, and a subterfuge in an
attempt to intimidate the villages and their leaders from exercising their right and obligation to protect their cit-
izens and the public in general from the wanton and ill-considered and unlawful actions complained of in the
ASHL suit, and as an artifice to attempt to improperly shift jurisdiction and venue back to the Federal courts,
said suit must be defended; and

WHEREAS, as a consequence, the Village's insurer has reviewed this matter and has agreed to defend the
Village and its leaders and Trustees who were sued, and in doing so has given the Village the option of choos-
ing its own defense counsel; and

WHEREAS, given the Firm's familiarity with the related ASHL Suit, and that two of the other villages and
associated individual defendants in the Mosdos suit have selected the Firm to defend them, it is reasonable and
in the public interest that the Firm represent and defend the Village of Montebello, the Mayor and Former
Mayor, 
individually and in their official capacities, and the Board of Trustees against the Mosdos Suit.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows:

That retroactive to the commencement of services for the Village, et als, on or about January 9, 2008, in the
Mosdos Suit, the firm of Zarin & Steinmetz is retained to defend the Village, its Mayor and Former Mayor, in
their individual and official capacities, and Board of Trustees against said suit, it being determined that said
persons were acting in good faith and in the best interests of the Village and its residents and it being expressly
understood that the Village's insurance carrier is paying the cost of such defense.

Motion:  Deputy Mayor Millman

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Sorrillo.  Upon vote, the motion car-
ried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 10:51 p.m..

 


