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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF
MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2008 AT THE
VILLAGE HALL.  THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 8:01 P.M.
FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

Present: Jeffrey Oppenheim Mayor
Lance Millman Deputy Mayor
Steven Sorrillo Trustee
Marc Citrin Trustee
Stacy Caridi Trustee

Warren Berbit Village Attorney

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer

Mayor’s Report:

Mayor Oppenheim began his report by announcing that the Tappan Zee Bridge/I287
corridor process is moving along, the preference is for a new bridge to be constructed
along with a Commuter Bus/Rail System.  This rail line is proposed to run through
Montebello resulting in a big impact on our village. Information is available for review of
these plans at Village Hall. Discussion on a possible exit ramp in Monsey (14X) to
reduce some of the traffic on Airmont Road and Route 59.   Mayor Oppenheim hopes
other Mayors in surrounding villages will support the concept of an additional exit ramp.

In response to the traffic engineer’s evaluation of the intersection of Robin Hood and East
Mayer, the Village has authorized the highway department to install a YIELD sign at that
intersection.

The Village Board authorized submission of an application for the Village to become a
Tree City with the National Arbor Foundation, the application cannot be submitted until
January.  We are also waiting for a response from the New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation regarding our CLG grant application to survey
historic sites in the village.

The Ramapo Central School District would like to erect a metal guard rail along Mile
Road by the Suffern High School. A letter was sent to Dr. McNaughton expressing the
Villages' concerns with the aesthetics of a metal guard rail and the suggestion to use
wood instead of metal; hopefully we can work together in a constructive way to have
something that is more aesthetically pleasing to the eye and that will fit in with the
neighborhood better.

The fire hydrant emblem road markings have been completed by Dakota Starkey as his
Eagle Scout project.  He and some helpers painted approximately 161 Maltese Crosses on
the roads and streets throughout the Village.  Congratulations to Dakota and his troop;
they did a wonderful job!

The next agenda item was a Public Hearing on the Tentative Budget for 2009.

Mayor Oppenheim summarized the budget process and noted that the Village is on a
calendar year.  The Mayor emphasized that he feels public input is very important in the
budget process.  The Mayor then went over the expenditures line by line, noting that
there are no salary increases for the Board of Trustees, Planning and Zoning Board
members, Parks and Historic Preservation members.  The Village Hall staff, minimal
increases and two positions where people are retiring are being changed from full time to
part time in an effort not to waste a single penny of taxpayer money. He explains the
difference in some of the reimbursable lines.  Another big increase is the highway
contract this year, the Town raised the contract 9 percent. The Mayor states that 40% of
the revenue is not attained through real estate taxes; the mortgage recording tax has
always provided us with a good source of revenue, but the economy has changed that
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drastically.  The third quarter sales tax revenue from the county was less than half of
what we would normally receive.   Every year a certain amount of money is taken out of
surplus to help keep the tax rate stable, this year is no different except because of
declining revenues we also have a declining surplus.  Total appropriations this year are
less than last year, expenditures have been cut 10% and real estate taxes will increase 6%
or approximately $48 per household.  The Mayor states this is the worst economic
environment he has ever seen.

Financial consultant, Marvin Nyman, concurs with the Mayor’s assessment, and states
that all municipalities are struggling with their budgets and trying to keep taxes down.
Mr. Nyman stated, “we cannot over state the grim reality of today’s economy.”

At 9:00 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to open the Public Hearing,
seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Public Comment:

Ken Kovis: 14 Copeland Dr.- feels that increasing taxes is not the answer and challenges
the Board to take another look at the expenditures.

Carl Turziano: 4 Copeland Dr.- commended the Mayor and Board members for their
effort on keeping costs down. Concerned with the 9% increase from the Town of Ramapo
for the services they provide the Village, the Town should provide a detailed analysis of
these costs.

Jeff Lereah: 5 Robin Hood Road- concerned with tax increase, 6 years ago his taxes were
$11,900 now they are $18,800; a lot of For Sale signs going up.  Out of a 2.2 million
dollar budget he feels the Board should find another $60,000 to deflect the increase. Very
frustrated.

Craig Appelbaum: 8 Golden Road- resident for 38 years, thanked the Board for their time
and efforts; no nicer place to live than Montebello.  Asking for $4.00 a month from each
taxpayer; feels the Board has done a very good job.

Patricia Sohn: 69 Mile Road- concerned with all the litter being thrown on Mile Road,
and is in favor of keeping Litter Patrol.

Melanie Glassman: 4 Bogey Place- Montebello Pines resident.  Concerned with signage
in the Pines and the expense to put all these signs up.  Questioned cost of cleaning up the
ponds and parkland. 

No one else wishing to comment, at 9:50 p.m. Trustee Citrin made a motion to close the
Public Hearing, seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Taking the public’s comments into consideration, the Board members felt that they would
like to schedule another meeting to adopt the budget, allowing more time for further
review.

Trustee Citrin made a motion to hold a Special Meeting on November 18th at 6:30 p.m.
to make a final determination on the 2009 Budget, seconded by Trustee Sorrillo.  Upon
vote, the motion carried unanimously.

There was no Parks Commission business.

Public Comment: No one wished to speak.

The next agenda item was the application of Paul Tendler of Jawonio, Inc. for approval to
allow a road opening for 20 Mile Road under §160-5. of the Village Code.  Mayor
Oppenheim read a proposed Resolution into the record:

Resolution: 08-135                         Village of Montebello
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Title:  Authorization for Road Opening- 20 Mile Road-Jawonio, Inc.

WHEREAS, a permit was denied to United Water (Permit #115670) to open Mile
Road to provide new service to 20 Mile Road for the reasons set forth in the Village
Engineer's letter dated November 4, 2008, a true copy to be attached to the Minutes
hereof, including that such would violate §160-5A. and B. of the Village Code, because
of the prohibition against excavating between November 15th and April 1st, and because
Mile Road was rebuilt and repaved within the past 5 years; and

WHEREAS, in such a case the  Trustees can consider granting such an
application in unusual circumstances, and such an application has been made by the
owner of the benefited premises, Jawonio, which operates the premises as the Eugene
Levy group home; and

WHEREAS, a letter from the Executive Director of Jawonio dated November 10,
2008, as confirmed by a letter from Jawonio's architect dated same, indicates that the
premises were just updated and remodeled necessitating increasing the size of service to
1.5" for domestic water and 2" for the sprinkler systems, for reasons of health, safety and
adequate capacity due to the changed needs of the residents, true copies of said letters
attached to the Minutes hereof; and

WHEREAS, Jawonio indicates that the residents cannot be relocated back to the
premises unless the aforestated water service is supplied, and also requests relief from the
$400 fee for appearance before the Village Board due to its tax exempt status; and

WHEREAS, in such a case were relief granted the applicant would be obligated to
repave to the entire width of the road and the applicant indicates a willingness to do so;
and

WHEREAS, in addition, were it to grant relief, the Village Board may also
impose whatever conditions it deems necessary in the circumstances; and

WHEREAS, in light of this application, the Village Engineer recommends that:

1. The (2) connections be made within the same trench and road opening.
2. Limits of pavement opening shall be sawcut and patch to be infrared 

repaired.
3. Full depth of excavation shall be backfilled with NYSDOT Item stone 

road base.
4. Minimum width of road patch shall be 5' to allow adequate work area for 

paving equipment and be full width of roadway, edge of pavement to edge
of pavement.

5. Work shall be performed within the earliest time frame to avoid 
potential snow/ice conditions and be completed no later than November 
30, 2008.

6. A Performance Escrow shall be posted in the amount of $3000 to insure 
that the roadway does not settle excessively and for any final pavement 
surface repairs deemed necessary by the Village Engineer in the Spring 
2009, but no later than May 15, 2009.

in his memo dated November 12, 2008, a true copy of which shall be attached to the
Minutes hereof; and

WHEREAS, after due deliberation the Village Board finds that unusual
circumstances have been demonstrated, given the nature of the applicant and that failing
to act denies the return of the residents to their home.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows:

1. That the application is granted subject to the Village Engineer's conditions, and
subject to the Village Engineer confirming that the methodology utilized consider
minimizing damage to the road to the maximum extent reasonably possible, such as by
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tunneling instead of excavating the surface, without severely impacting the time
constraint.

2. That the Village Board application fee not be waived to avoid setting a
precedent.

3. That the escrow be increased to $5,000 due to prior, unfortunate experiences
necessitating extra expense to cure water system repairs, and due to the road having been
recently reconstructed.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Mr. Tendler thanked the Board members for their consideration and noted that it has been
16 years since that home was established in the Village and that Montebello was one of
the few villages that welcomed the group home.  He then went on to say that the home
was undergoing renovations and that the group residents that live in this home cannot be
bought back until new service to the sprinkler system is upgraded.  The project should not
take longer than a week.  Mr. Tendler agreed with all of the conditions as stated in the
Resolution.

The Board members discussed prior problems with United Water road openings and felt
that the escrow amount should be increased from $3,000 to $5,000 to protect the Village.
The Board members were supportive of Jawonio’s application and understood the need
for the work to get done so that the residents can return home.

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-136             Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees
of September 17, 2008 be and are hereby approved.

Motion: Trustee Citrin

Second: Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-137 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees
of October 15, 2008 be and are hereby approved.
Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-138                         Village of Montebello

Title:  Ratify Change of Hearing Date for Local Laws

WHEREAS,  pursuant to Resolution No. 08-121, public hearings were scheduled
to be heard on November 12, 2008, on proposed local laws creating pre-construction
requirements before work commences on public improvements according to a site plan or
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subdivision, and on limiting the duration of a grant of relief from the Zoning Board of
Appeals; and

WHEREAS, said Resolution anticipated the possibility of having to put off the
hearings by stating, "or as soon thereafter as the matters can and are ready to be heard";
and

WHEREAS, the press of other matters, especially the budget hearing, and the
accelerated meeting date, caused the Mayor at the October 29, 2008 Special Meeting to
direct with an apparent Board consensus that the hearings on the Local Laws be put off
until the December 17, 2008, Regular Meeting of the Village Board, and the associate
Legal Notice was changed accordingly.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the public hearings on the aforesaid
proposed Local Laws be held at the Regular Meeting of the Village Board scheduled to
be held on December 17, 2008.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-139                         Village of Montebello

Title:  Schedule Public Hearing for Historic Designation
            of One Montebello Road- Village Hall

WHEREAS, by operation of Section 195-60 of the Village Code upon application
by the Mayor, the Historic Preservation Commission ("HPC"), after holding a Public
Hearing on October 22, 2008, recommended that the Village Board grant historic
landmark status to the Village Hall and its environs, all as more particularly set forth in
the Resolution of the HPC as stamped and filed by the Village Clerk on October 29,
2008.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board hold a Public Hearing
on the above at the Regular Meeting of the Village Board to be held on December 17,
2008, and that the Village Clerk is hereby authorized to give due notice by publishing,
posting and mailing as required by law.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-140            Village of Montebello

Title: Release of Escrow- Kakiat Farms Lot 1 & 2, Penny Lane

WHEREAS, Brian Brooker, PE in his letter dated September 29, 2008, referenced
as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be appended to the Minutes hereof,
as a presumed representative of the developer, requested that the $1,000 that remains in
escrow for Penny Lane, which was dedicated years ago, be returned to the developer; and

WHEREAS, the Village Attorney reported that, upon the recommendation of the
then Village Engineer, the majority of the sum held in escrow was returned by action
taken on or about July 17, 2002, but that the $1,000 was held due to a small depression
near the curbline which has not proven to be problematic in the six years that same has
been held, and no longer appears to serve a rational purpose; and
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WHEREAS, the Village Board tabled this matter at its last meeting pending
explanation by Mr. Brooker of his representational status, and a review and report by the
present Village Engineer; and

WHEREAS, in his letter dated October 23, 2008, Brian Brooker reports that he
represents Jim McArthur, the owner/developer of Kakiat Farms, Inc, and the Village
Engineer, in his report dated November 3, 2008, reports that the condition of the road is
such that he takes no issue with release of the escrowed sum, true copies of which letter
and report shall be appended to the Minutes hereof.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that said sum be returned to the owner, James
MacArthur, via his representative, Brian Brooker.

Motion: Trustee Sorrillo

Second: Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-141                       Village of Montebello

Title:  Adopt-A-Road Program for Dunnigan Drive

WHEREAS, the Village Board, by virtue of Resolution No. 08-112 approved
establishing an Adopt-A-Road Program, on a trial basis starting with Dunnigan Drive and
Executive Blvd. only; and

WHEREAS, Manhattan Beer Distributors, with a facility on Dunnigan Drive,
made an application, dated September 29, 2008, agreeing to adopt Dunnigan Drive from
Airmont Road to Dress Barn's truck entrance.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, subject to entering into an Agreement in
approved form and meeting the other conditions associated with participating in the
program, that Manhattan Beer's application be and hereby is accepted with gratitude for
the period November 15, 2008 through November 15, 2010, and the associated
Agreement approved.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that appropriate signage be installed on
Dunnigan Drive, location at the Village's discretion, announcing adoption of the road
agreement by Manhattan Beer Distributors.

Motion: Trustee Citrin

Second: Deputy Mayor Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 08-142                                                                             Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated November 12,
2008 and totaling $122,810.88 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be
paid.

Motion:  Deputy Mayor Millman

Second:  Trustee Citrin

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.
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Public Comment:  No one wished to comment.

At 10:45 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to enter Executive Session to
discuss ongoing litigation and contractual matters, seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon
vote, the motion carried unanimously.

At 11:05 p.m. Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to exit Executive Session,
seconded by Trustee Citrin.   Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Trustee Citrin made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Sorrillo.  Upon vote, the
motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 11:06 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

_________________________________
Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer


