
Present: Jeffrey Oppenheim Mayor
Lance Millman Deputy Mayor
Marc Citrin Trustee
Stacy Caridi Trustee
Steven Sorrillo Trustee

Warren Berbit Village Attorney

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/ Treasurer

The first agenda item was Public Comment:

Tony Joseph – 4 Grist Mill Ct. – Two year resident of the Village, present to support his wife.

Minnie Joseph – 4 Grist Mill Ct. – resides in the Montebello Fields subdivision.  Her main concern is the pol-
lution from Route 202 from trucks and cars.  Mrs. Joseph stated her neighbors feel the same and would like
trees planted in the parkland to buffer the noise and pollution.  They would like the parkland cut but leave it
high along the border of Route 202.

Mayor Oppenheim responded that Parks Commissioner, Amy Rapoport was present at the Board meeting a
couple months ago and told the Board that it was always the goal to keep the parkland in its’ natural state and
maintain the vista of the barn.  The field was hayed in the past.

Julie Shedden - 519 Haverstraw Rd. – noted that the land was given to be maintained as parkland that residents
could access.  It is presently aesthetically a problem, looks completely neglected, an eyesore.  She went on to
say that the field was mowed once last year and that nothing has been done this year.

Mayor Oppenheim advised the residents that the Board intended to review the matter of having the field cut
this evening.

Bob Congionti – Parks Chairman – feels the best thing to do at present is to either mow it or hay it, but keep it
natural.

Steve Schnell – 6 Grist Mill Ct. – questioned maintenance and extension of the pathway between him and 4
Grist Mill Ct.

Mayor Oppenheim replied that the original intent was that the pathway would be extended.

Trustee Citrin feels it is the Board’s obligation to maintain the field in an aesthetically pleasing manner.

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF MONTEBEL-
LO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 18, 2007 AT THE VILLAGE HALL. THE MEETING WAS

CALLED TO ORDER AT 8:02 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

 



At this time, Mayor Oppenheim recognized Itmar Yeager, Trustee from the Village of New Hempstead.  Mr.
Yeager suggested tree plantings, if they are donated.  Mr. Yeager is the President Elect of the Ramapo Trustees
Group and is working on scheduling a meeting.  He has invited Town Highway Superintendent to come and
discuss paving roads.  Mr. Yeager thanked the Board members for giving him the opportunity to speak.

Steve Schnell – 6 Grist Mill Ct. – would like to know the specifics for how drainage easements are to be main-
tained, presently not maintained at all.

Mayor’s Report:

Mayor Oppenheim noted the impressive turnout for the Special Election, 82% voted.  He went on to say that
his hope is to close on the purchase of the Reform Temple of Suffern building within the month.  Mayor
Oppenheim noted his concern about the condition of the building and that the Village is in the process of hiring
an engineer to evaluate the building and grounds.  He noted that we have applied for a grant from the State
Parks fund for this property, there are over 70 applications for funding and only 20 million dollars for the
entire state.  The Mayor also advised that the Board would be setting up some type of protocol for use of the
building.

Mayor Oppenheim reported that the Coe Farm Road catch basins have still not been corrected.  The Mayor
gave an update of the DEC application to dredge the Pines Park ponds, applauding the Parks Commission for
their hard work on this matter.  The conservation easement inventory is almost complete, there are 126 proper-
ties that have conservation easements.  The Building Inspectors are visiting each property to note who has vio-
lated these easements.

Mayor Oppenheim reported that Verizon is putting in their fiber optic lines and hope to be completely finished
in five years.  He and the Village Attorney have been discussing a franchise agreement with them. 

The Mayor advised that Village Hall has completed their energy audit by NYSERDA, the recommendations
have been forwarded to the architect and they will be implemented in the renovations.  Mayor Oppenheim
reported that the paving of Mayer Drive, Karsten, and Robin Hood Road has been completed and that the
speed humps should be installed on Mayer Drive in a couple of weeks.
Mayor Oppenheim reported that we have received the first mortgage recording tax check and is pleased that
the income for this budget line will definitely exceed our expectations.  The Mayor announced that the 9/11
Memorial Garden is almost complete and he would like to hold a dedication ceremony on September 11, 2007
in the late afternoon and invite all emergency responders and recognize Peter Zelem for his hard work on this
Eagle Scout project.  Mayor Oppenheim also gave an update on the FAA’s flight plan for our area stating that
they are resistant to reasonable alternatives because of time and money already invested.  He urged all resi-
dents to turn out for the meetings on this plan.

Trustee Citrin applauded the Mayor, referencing Bob Baird’s column in the Journal News, about Mayor
Oppenheim pointing out to the FAA at the meeting at Ramapo Town Hall, that if they shifted their plan five
miles to the west, the planes would fly mostly over parkland and not residential neighborhoods.

Deputy Mayor Millman noted that he attended the FAA meeting held in Woodcliff Lake and spoke on the
record as Deputy Mayor of Montebello that we do not want these planes flying over our heads.

Parks Commission Business:

Parks Chairman, Bob Congionti, advised the Board members that they have concluded their walk of the Pines
Park and determined where the dredging material from the ponds should be placed.  They will discuss with the

 



engineer preparing the DEC application.

Resolution: 07-101                    Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes 

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of May 16, 2007 be
and are hereby approved.

Motion:  Deputy Mayor Millman

Second:  Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07-102                                                                       Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes 

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Special Meeting of the Board of Trustees of June 6, 2007 be and
are hereby approved.
Motion:  Deputy Mayor Millman

Second:  Trustee Citrin

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07-103 Village of Montebello

Title: Financial Consultant Agreement

WHEREAS, the Village’s Financial Consultant, Marvin Nyman, who has been providing services for the cal-
endar year through the firm of Richard Fortunato, CPA, PC, advises in his letter dated June 1, 2007, referenced
as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be appended to the minutes hereof (the “Letter
Agreement”), that effective as of that date, he will be providing such services through his own firm, Marvin
Nyman & Company, 14 Deer Run, Pomona, NY 10970; and

WHEREAS, the terms of engagement and services as set forth in said Letter Agreement are identical to the
terms of the existing agreement , except for the rounding down of the monthly amount to be paid under the
new agreement to $1383 which actually represents a reduction in the annual fee from $16,600 to $16,596; and

WHEREAS, amending the prior agreement by accepting the Letter Agreement benefits the Village by enabling
it to directly retain the services of Marvin Nyman.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, at the request of the Financial Consultant, that the prior agreement to
obtain his services be terminated, and the Letter Agreement entered into, effective retroactive to June 1, 2007. 

Motion:  Deputy Mayor Millman



Second:  Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07-104 Village of Montebello

Title: Dunnigan Drive “NO PARKING ZONE”

WHEREAS, by virtue of resolution No. 00-103, Dunnigan Drive was made a no-parking zone, and signs were
to be installed and the zone enforced by the Ramapo Police Department; and

WHEREAS, by virtue of his letter dated June 21, 2007, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of
which shall be appended to the minutes hereof, Sergeant Emma of the Ramapo Police Department reports of
an ongoing safety problem due to parked trucks and, apparently, believes that the original action did not entail
making all of Dunnigan Drive a non-parking zone, asking that same be increased as set forth in said letter.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the action taken in 2000 be and hereby is affirmed, with the under-
standing that the no-parking zone be reaffirmed, signed and strictly enforced as per the Sergeant’s recommen-
dation, to wit: the no-parking zone shall extend the entire north side of Dunnigan Drive, and along the entire
south side from Airmont Road, westerly, until a point opposite the second business entrance on the north side.

Motion:  Deputy Mayor Millman

Second:  Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07-105 Village of Montebello

Title: Expansion of Lawn Irrigation System

WHEREAS, the lawn irrigation (sprinkler) system at the Village Hall covers only part of the lawn and garden
area, areas of the front lawn, east and south sides of the building being without coverage, which condition part-
ly results from the Village having removed the concrete patio on the east side in the context of Village Hall
Drainage Project, replacing same with grass; and

WHEREAS, also as a consequence of said Project, especially due to the limited rainfall in the late spring, early
summer, the newly planted patio area, and other areas restored after completion of the Project, have experi-
enced very little grass germination, and are mostly bare or weed infested, and in the opinion of the landscaper
require an irrigation system to establish and maintain the lawn; and

WHEREAS, besides the current condition being unsightly, an established lawn is needed to hold the soil since
the lawn areas have been regraded to direct surface waters to the new drainage system; and 

WHEREAS, the Parks Commission has requested that the system be extended from the gazebo to establish a
sprinkler head to water the 911 Memorial Garden; and 

 



WHEREAS, the following proposals, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be
appended to the minutes hereof, were obtained to extend the present irrigation system:
Knapp’s Landscape & Irrigation 6/25/07 $5000
Iodice Landscaper 7/12/07 $4800
D’Agostino Irrigation, Inc. 7/12/07 $4000; and

WHEREAS, in comparing the proposals, it is noted that, despite on-site inspections, the Knapp’s and Iodice
proposals include extending the system around the gazebo area,  which already exists, and only D’Agostino
was astute enough to point this out, but its  proposal also included extending the system to the 911 Memorial
Garden at its initiative.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the proposal of D’Agostino Irrigation, Inc. in the amount of $4000
including the 911 Memorial Garden option, be and hereby is accepted, given the lower price and the expertise
to determine that the gazebo already had a system, and the initiative to extend the system to the 911 Memorial
Garden, and that said sum authorized to be expended therefor.

Motion:  Deputy Mayor Millman

Second:  Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07-106 Village of Montebello

Title: Mulching Village Hall Flower and Tree Beds

WHEREAS, all existing beds at the Village Hall need to be mulched to retard weeds and retain moisture; and

WHEREAS, the Village’s landscaper, Knapp’s Landscaping, Inc., submitted a proposal dated 7/04/07 in the
amount of $1620.00, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be attached to the Minutes
hereof, which entails spraying the areas with weed control and installing black dyed organic mulch around all
mulched areas, including along stone wall, and around all existing mulched trees and beds, including the three
new trees; and

WHEREAS, having had such work performed before, the price appears reasonable and competitive.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said proposal be accepted, and the sum of $1620.00 authorized to be
expended therefor. 

Motion:  Deputy Mayor Millman 

Second:  Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07-107 Village of Montebello

Title: Maintaining Montebello Fields Parkland on Rt. 202

 



WHEREAS, the natural field on Route 202 between Coe Farm Road and Viola Road became Village parkland
upon accepting dedication by action taken on September 20, 2006; and

WHEREAS, the intent is to maintain the parcel as a field to preserve the viewshed of the older buildings,
which necessitates haying or high cutting from time-to-time; and

WHEREAS, a proposal was obtained from the Village’s landscaper, Knapp’s Landscaping, Inc., to cut the field
every 4-6 weeks to maintain a height of 4-6”, at a cost of $800 per cut, including trimming around all trees and
the boulders along Rt. 202, and such price may have to be adjusted higher on the first cut, and maybe lower
after same, all as more particularly set forth in a proposal dated 7/08/07 referenced as if  set forth hereinafter a
true copy of which shall be appended to the minutes hereof; and

WHEREAS, a proposal was obtained to mow or hay the field from Vernon Earl at $275 per occurrence, with-
out trimming.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the proposal of Vernon Earl to mow or hay the field upon request as
directed at $275 per occurrence be and hereby is approved and authority granted to expend said sum as and
when needed to maintain the field for the 2007 growing season, exact line of cutting along Rte. 202 and around
the boulders to be determined in the field with the guidance of the Parks Commission, after considering the
opinions of the abutting residents. 

Motion:  Deputy Mayor Millman

Second:  Trustee Citrin

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07-108 Village of Montebello
Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated July 18, 2007                and totaling
$183,228.20 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid.

Motion:  Deputy Mayor Millman

Second:  Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution 07-109 Village of Montebello

Title:  Schedule Public Hearing to Amend §195-60 (B)(2)(a) of the Village Code

BE IT RESOLVED, at the request of the Mayor and the Historic Preservation Commission, that the Village
Attorney be directed to draft an amendment to §195-60 (B)(2)(a) of the Village Code to increase the member-
ship of the HPC from three (3) to five (5) members at large, and to commensurately increase the term to five
(5) years; that said draft amendment be presented to General Code for confirmation purposes; and, that a  pub-

 



lic hearing on the final version be scheduled for the Regular Village Board meeting on August 15, 2007, or as
soon thereafter as the matter can be heard.

Motion:  Deputy Mayor Millman

Second:  Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07-110 Village of Montebello

Title: Authorize the Village Engineer to Prepare Bid Specs
for the Former Reform Temple of Suffern Parking Lot

WHEREAS, the Village has begun the process of acquiring the former home of the Reform Temple of Suffern,
350 Haverstraw Road, as a Community Center, and the bonding of said purchase was approved by an affirma-
tive vote of 82% of those casting ballots at the referendum held on July 10, 2007; and

WHEREAS, the Village Engineer , in a report dated July 16, 2007, referenced as if set forth hereinafter,
a true copy of which shall be appended to the minutes hereof, recommends that, over time, the entire parking
lot should be repaved, but portions could be repaired and others repaved this time; and

WHEREAS, in anticipation of acquiring the property, and because such work could be difficult to
schedule if there is a delay in arranging for same, it appears wise to prepare bid specifications at this point in
time.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Martin Spence, the Village Engineer, be authorized to prepare
bid specifications with two options: the first being repaving and reconstructing that which must be done now,
and remedially repairing the rest as needed; the second being repaving and reconstructing the entire lot (the
piping repair to be included in both options). 

Motion:  Trustee Sorrillo

Second:  Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07-111 Village of Montebello 

Title: Schedule Public Hearing: Town of Ramapo Free Standing Clock

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board hold a public hearing at its Regular Meeting on August 15, 2007, to
perform a balancing test as required by law to determine whether the Town of Ramapo is subject to the
Village’s building and zoning ordinances with respect to the Town’s plan to construct a Free Standing clock at
the property it owns in the Village located at the southwest corner of Mayer Drive and Route 202, the former
location of the St. Gregorios Mission, unless agreement is reached with the Town to accept our zoning jurisdic-
tion for this purpose.



Motion:  Deputy Mayor Millman

Second:  Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously

Resolution: 07-112 Village of Montebello

Title: Engineering Inspection Services-Former Reform Temple of Suffern

WHEREAS, the electorate by voting 82% in favor approved a referendum on July 10, 2007, to bond the pur-
chase of the Former Reform Temple of Suffern; and

WHEREAS, the Village Attorney has already arranged to have title reviewed, and it is now prudent to
incur the cost of engineering inspection services; and

WHEREAS, the Village Attorney reports having received proposals to provide such services, refer-
enced as if set forth hereinafter, true copies of which shall be appended to the minutes hereof, as follows:  

Yarmus Engineering, P.C. $2000
Bart Rodi, P.E. $2200
Taucher Cromacher Engineer $3500; and

WHEREAS, it appears that all engineers are well qualified, but that there were variances in the propos-
als, and it should be clarified that the services should include a detailed report of the work to be done, and the
estimated cost to accomplish same.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Attorney be authorized to explain the circum-
stances to all three engineering firms, and then obtain proposals, revised as necessary, and that he shall have
authority, since time is of the essence,  to retain the services of the engineer whose proposal represents all of
the contemplated work at the lowest cost.

Motion:  Trustee Sorrillo

Second:  Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07-113 Village of Montebello

Title: Authorize Village Hall Roof Repair

WHEREAS, despite repairs to the flashing and other deteriorated portions of the slate roof on the
Village Hall, the Village Clerk-Treasurer reports leaking during heavy rains in April; and

WHEREAS, an inspection of the roof by contractors revealed causation as broken, missing and severe-
ly deteriorated slate work needs to be replaced; and

WHEREAS, as a consequence, especially given the ongoing renovation of the Village Hall which

 



restorative work could be ruined by the leaks, the Village Clerk-Treasurer sought proposals to repair the roof,
and reports having received two such proposals, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which
shall be appended to the minutes hereof, as follows:

Quatrochi & Sons Roofing, Inc. $3500.00
Frank J. Tucek & Sons, Inc. $5650.00

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the proposal of Quatrochi & Sons Roofing, Inc. be accepted
and the sum of $3500 authorized to be expended for such roof work.

Motion:  Deputy Mayor Millman

Second:  Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Public Comment: No one wished to speak.

Old Business: 

Deputy Mayor Millman announced that Montebello Day is scheduled for September 30th.  The Montebello
Day Committee held their first meeting on Monday evening. The Deputy Mayor welcomed all to participate
noting the hours are from noon until 4 p.m..

New Business:

Mayor Oppenheim introduced new Deputy Clerk, Shelly Ramos and acknowledged her good work on the
preparation of the fee schedule spread sheet.  Mayor Oppenheim asked the Board members to review the fee
schedules and come up with a plan of action in the next month or so.

Deputy Mayor Millman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion carried
unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 9:33 p.m..

 


