
Present: Jeffrey Oppenheim Mayor
Lance Millman Trustee
Marc Citrin Trustee
Stacy Caridi Trustee
Steven Sorrillo Trustee

Warren Berbit Village Attorney

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer

Mayor Oppenheim welcomed everyone and announced that the Village is now recording the Village Board
meetings and they will be shown on Cablevision at 9 p.m. on Sunday evenings.

Public Comment:

Amy Rapoport – Kings Gate Rd. – welcomed the new Mayor and two new Trustees and  noted that she looks
forward to the new administration, adding that she will be watching them.

The next agenda item was the continuation of the public hearing on the petition to install speed humps on
Mayer Drive, between East Mayer and Montebello Road.

The Village Clerk read the legal notice into the record:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that a Public Hearing will be held by the Board of Trustees of the Village of
Montebello on Wednesday, April 18, 2007, at 8:00 p.m. local time, or as soon thereafter as the matter can be
heard at Village Hall, One Montebello Road, Montebello, New York 10901, to consider the installation of
speed humps on Mayer Drive, between E. Mayer Drive and Montebello Road, as more particularly set forth in
a Petition submitted on December 11, 2006 in accordance with the procedures set forth in Resolution No. 06-
101.

All members of the public and all interested parties are invited to attend and participate.  The petition will be
available for inspection and review at the Village Office during normal working hours, Monday through
Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The Village Attorney confirmed with the Village Clerk that due notice was given by publishing and posting of
the legal notice and that the petition was available to the public and the Board members.

The Village Clerk noted that the following documents were received: proposal from Boswell Engineering dated
March 26, 2007, Memorandum from Village Planner, Robert Geneslaw, dated April 2, 2007, letter from
William Lachenauer dated April 17, 2007, requesting that his letter be read into the record.

Dear Mayor Oppenheim & the Board of Trustees:

THE RE-ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
VILLAGE OF MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18, 2007 AT VILLAGE HALL.

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 8:00 P.M. FOLLOWED 
BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

 



A work related commitment precludes my attendance at tomorrow evening’s public hearing regarding traffic
calming on Mayer Drive.  My absence in no way reflects a disinterest in the consideration being discussed by
the Board.

At the February 28 public hearing I requested that the Board consider the addition of stop signs at two loca-
tions along Mayer Drive in conjunction with the traffic calming devices proposed.  The two locations are at the
intersection of Mayer Drive and East Place/Fortune Way, and the intersection of Mayer Drive and Victory
Drive.  The road grade at both intersections is relatively flat, thereby providing a safe stopping surface for
vehicles, especially during inclement weather.  As I stated to the Board, these stop signs are not being request-
ed in an effort to control speed.  However, they are being requested to provide pedestrians an equal opportunity
to cross the road at these locations by providing an opportunity to make eye contact with the vehicles’ drivers.
I am very much aware of the state law regarding the use of stop signs for speed control. Clearly, with the intro-
duction of other traffic calming devices, this is not the intended purpose of the requests.

As we are a family of avid “walker” and bicyclists, I can attest to the fact that the existing three-way stop sign
scenario at the intersection of Mayer/Mayer and East Mayer Drive, currently provides the end result discussed
above, that is, “communication” between the pedestrian and the vehicle drive.

Finally, the argument put forth that the introduction of traffic calming on Mayer Drive will only increase traffic
on other roads is easily refuted.  If a driver wishes to continue to navigate Mayer Drive after the installation of
the traffic calming devices, one would only have to adhere to the posted speed limit to be able to continue to
enjoy safe passage and access.

I thank the Board for its consideration of this request and wish you continued success.

Very truly yours,
William E. Lachenauer

The Village Attorney summarized the memo from the Village Planner that his review indicates street and traffic
improvements are considered a Type II action, not subject to environmental review.  He also summarized the
proposal from Boswell Engineering dated March 26th, noting that Boswell offers to further study the matter,
meet with all the agencies affected,  conduct an efficient field review, come up with a design plan and report to
the Village board further recommendations for a fee of $3,000.

Public Comment:

Josephine Bracken – 3 East Place – requested the speed humps for Mayer Drive.  She and her husband went
around and got the signatures on the petition from all of their neighbors.  Mrs. Bracken referenced the letter
from Mr. Lachenauer regarding the STOP signs and asked her husband for his opinion.

Ed Bracken – 3 East Place – stated that he feels the STOP signs would defeat the purpose of the speed humps.
Feels the speed humps should be instituted first, see how they work.

Trustee Citrin asked Mrs. Bracken her opinion regarding placing a STOP sign at Victory and Mayer?  Mrs.
Bracken responded that she felt that would be better. 

Jack Muchnick – 17 Mayer Drive – would like the Board to pursue any and all actions that will increase pedes-
trian safety.  Mr. Muchnick thanked the Bracken’s for circulating the petition and noted that he fully supports
Mr. Lachenauer’s letter and he would like the Board to keep the STOP sign issue open for discussion.

 



No one else wishing to speak, at 8:16 p.m. Trustee Citrin made a motion to close the public hearing, seconded
by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Resolution:  07-033 Village of Montebello

Title: Speed Humps

WHEREAS, a Petition dated December 5, and 20, 2006, was received pursuant to Resolution No. 06-
101  seeking the installation of speed humps on Mayer Drive, from its intersection with Montebello Road on
the south to E. Mayer Drive on the north; and 

WHEREAS, upon ascertaining that a sufficient number of signatures were on the Petition, the Village
Board acted by virtue of Resolution No. 06-159 to schedule a public hearing on said Petition, which public
hearing commenced on February 28, 2007 and was continued on April 18, 2007; and

WHEREAS, at the opening of the public hearing, the Village Attorney questioned the Village
Clerk/Treasurer and ascertained that due legal notice had been given, and the following documents were placed
into the record:
1. Legal Notice,
2. Affidavits of Publication and Posting,
3. Petition,
4. Undated letter from Anthony Sharan received February,23, 2007,
5. Letter from Brad Weidel dated February 28, 2007,
6. Package of materials from Consulting Engineer entitled, “Guidelines for the Design and Application of
Speed Humps”,
7. Resolution Nos. 06-101 and  06-159,
8. List of mailing envelopes; and 

WHEREAS, Boswell Engineering was retained by the Village to study the matter and advise, and Berge
Tombalakian, P.E. appeared and reported at the public hearing that speed humps can be effective safety
devices, and that upon an initial viewing, in his opinion, the grade until Victory Road is too steep but thereafter
heading south 3 or 4 speed humps might be desirable; and

WHEREAS, Tony Sharan, the Town Highway Superintendent, spoke at the public hearing acknowledging the
possible safety benefit of speed humps, but generally opposing same due to maintenance and plowing difficul-
ties, although indicating that the latter would be addressed if boltable speed humps were used which were
removed in the winter, but also expressed the opinion that such should not be used as there are “nasty curves”
on the subject road, and that other roads in the vicinity had higher traffic volume, and that the Town should be
held harmless; and

WHEREAS, the following residents spoke on February 28th at the public hearing and were generally in favor
of speed humps, indicating difficulty walking on and pulling out onto Mayer Drive due to speeding and lack of
shoulders, believing this to be a safety and quality of life issue, except as otherwise noted:
1. Jack Muchnick, 17 Mayer Drive.
2. Amy Rapoport, consider rumble strips.
3. David Smith, 31 Mayer Dr, best deterrent is a patrol car.
4. William Lachenauer, 21 Mayer Drive, would like the board to consider a 4 way stop at East Place and
Fortune Way, and a 3 way stop at Victory and Mayer.
5. Bruce Egenhauser, 9 Mayer Drive
6. Brad Weidel, 1 E. Mayer Drive, opposed for reasons stated in his letter

 



7. Stacy Caridi, Rocklyn Dr, people speed on River Road, and this may send more traffic to River or other
roads; and

WHEREAS, the public hearing was continued on April 18, 2007 such that the Engineering Consultant could
further study the matter and make recommendations; and 

WHEREAS, said consultant submitted a proposal (“the Proposal”) dated March 26, 2007 which was placed in
the record at the April 18th continuation of the public hearing, referenced as if fully set forth hereinafter, and a
true copy of which shall be appended to the Minutes hereof, which offers to prepare a plan showing proposed
location for speed humps and provide design details for same after further studying  the matter, speaking with
related agencies, meeting with Village officials and additional field investigation for a fee of $3000;  and

WHEREAS, the following persons testified on April 18th:

1. Josephine Bracken, 3 East Place
2. Edward Bracken, 3 East Place
3. Jack Muchnick, 17 Mayer Drive; and

WHEREAS, the following additional materials were received and read into the record on April 18th: 

1. Memorandum from the Village Planner dated April 2, 2007.
2. Letter from William Lachenauer, 21 Mayer Drive, re:  use of stop signs; and

WHEREAS, it appears reasonable and prudent in the interest of public safety that the aforesaid propos-
al from Boswell Engineering be accepted which will also result in production of a universally available design,
and that the Board reserves its decision on the actual installation of speed humps until the design plans are
completed, responses from outside agencies received, and cost estimates obtained, and the matter again is
brought on in public, such that the Board is able to determine whether, how and when to fund the project,
including obtaining bids or proposals for same, as a function of the total cost of the project; and

WHEREAS, as raised at the hearing, Boswell Engineering should also study and report on the desirability of
using 3-way and 4-way stop signs as an adjunct to speed humps, or as a different means of addressing the
problem. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows:

1. That the Board generally finds that the installation of speed humps on Mayer Drive appears to be in the pub-
lic interest.                                                                                                                                       
2. That a contract be entered into at a cost of $3000 with Boswell Engineering accepting the proposal dated
March 26, 2007, for the study and  design of speed humps, generally , and for a specific plan for Mayer Drive,
including considering the use of stop signs, in a form sufficient to obtain bids or construction proposals, as a
function of the cost of the project; and
3. That decision be reserved, and the matter be further discussed at the Regular Meeting of the Board, follow-
ing receipt of the Engineer’s report and design documents, including responses from various agencies, and at
that time a determination will be made as to whether and how to proceed.

Motion:        Trustee Millman

Second:       Trustee Citrin

 



Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

The next agenda item was a public hearing on a proposed local law adding Article II to §158 of the Village
Code maximizing stormwater management control under Phase II  stormwater requirements.

The Village Clerk read the legal notice into the record:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that a Public Hearing will be held by the Board of Trustees of the Village of
Montebello on Wednesday, April 18, 2007, at 8:00 p.m. local time, or as soon thereafter as the matter can be
heard at Village Hall, One Montebello Road, Montebello, New York 10901, to consider a proposed Local Law
adding Article II to §158 of the Village Code to provide for minimizing and controlling stormwater runoff dur-
ing and as a consequence of development including sediment and erosion control during development said
laws requires that all applications for land development activity include a Stormwater Pollution Prevention
Plan (“SEPPP”), that developers provide a performance guarantee, and that penalties for violations include
fines up to $5000 and up to 15 days imprisonment as well as restoration of disturbances caused.

All members of the public and all interested parties are invited to attend and participate.  The proposed Local
Law will be available for inspection and review at the Village Office during normal working hours, Monday
through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The Village Attorney confirmed with the Village Clerk that the legal notice was published and posted as
required by law and that copies of the proposed local law were made available to the public and the Board
members.

Additional documentation received was a memorandum from the Village Planner dated April 3, 2007 and a
short Environmental Assessment Form.

The Village Clerk read Mr. Geneslaw’s comments into the record:

We have been requested to advise the Village Board with respect to the level of environmental review needed
for the proposed local law. The State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) requires that an environ-
mental review be undertaken before an action subject to the law is commenced.

The term “action” is described as:

“(1) Projects or physical activities, such as construction or other activities that may affect the environment…

(2) Agency planning and policy making activities that may affect the environment.

(3) Adoption of agency rules, regulations and procedures, including local laws, codes, ordinances, execu-
tive orders and resolution, that may affect the environment; and

(4) Any combination of the above” (617.2(b))

In our view the adoption of the proposed local law would be an action subject to an environmental review.

The purpose of the proposed local law “is to establish stormwater management requirements and controls to
protect and safeguard the general health, safety, and welfare of the public…”(Section 2.) The law is being con-
sidered in order to meet the Phase II stormwater management requirements of the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES).  Once adopted and implemented the local law will help to minimize stormwater



issues, particularly related to land development activities.  Therefore, the environmental impact of adoption of
the local law will be positive in nature.

However, unlike the environmental review undertaken for a specific physical activity, such as a subdivision or
site plan, or a municipal project, the proposed local law will apply to a wide range of physical activities, not
yet identified as to their nature, size, or location.  For this reason any analysis must be generic in nature.

We have prepared a short Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) for the proposed local law for review and
modification by the Village Board.

If the Board agrees with our opinion, a determination should be made that the proposed action will not result in
any significant adverse impacts (see Section III of the short form).

If there are any questions, or you wish to discuss this matter, please call.

The Board members concurred and Mayor Oppenheim signed the short EAF.

The Village Attorney noted that there have been a lot of  internal documents going back and forth between the
Planner, Asst. Village Attorney, the Mayor and himself.  As a consequence of those documents, changes are
being considered to the draft law.

Mayor Oppenheim concluded that although it is a wonderful law, the Village was provided with a rough ver-
sion that needs to be adapted to our municipality.  General Code provides options and recommendations and
formats the law to be included into our existing Code.  Our goal is to have a restrictive law that will prohibit a
developer that is disturbing the land from generating any off site erosion, sedimentation or any off site
stormwater flooding problems.  Those things have been an ongoing issue in our Village.  We want to prospec-
tively prevent this from happening in the future. We have to figure out how to modify our existing laws so that
they don’t internally conflict.  Trying to evolve a specific format that will not create any internal conflicts.
Mayor Oppenheim recommended continuing the public hearing another month and seek clarification of options
A and B to enable the Board to make an informed decision.

The Village Attorney paraphrased that option A has a 5 acre minimum, question as to whether that includes
aggregate parcels 1 acre each; option B seems to aggregate if there are five 1 acre parcels.  General Code’s rec-
ommendation was that this law would supercede Chapter 153.  The Village Attorney stated that he does not
agree with the removal of Chapter 153 as it is applicable to everything.  This new law is only applicable to
larger projects of 5 acres or more, or as the limit is set.

Resolution:  07- 034 Village of Montebello

Title:  Rescheduling and Renoticing Proposed Local Law
for Stormwater Management Control

WHEREAS, the final text of the proposed law, which has its origins in a collective effort by the Stormwater
Consortium of Rockland County, has evolved and is evolving since publication of the Legal Notice to reflect
careful review by the Mayor and the Village’s professionals, especially as regards comparing same to existing
laws and integrating same into the Village Code; and

WHEREAS, as a consequence, the Village Attorney recommends rescheduling and renoticing the Public
Hearing.



THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the public hearing on the revised proposed law be rescheduled and
renoticed for the May 16th meeting of the Village Board.

Motion:   Mayor Oppenheim

Second:   Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

The next agenda item was a public hearing on a proposed local law to amend §195-64, (B.)(3) of the Village
Code to permit a single story bank with drive-thru on parcel “c” of the Village Center Zoning district.

The Village Clerk read the legal notice into the record:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that a Public Hearing will be held by the Board of Trustees of the Village of
Montebello on Wednesday, April 18, 2007, at 8:00 p.m. local time, or as soon thereafter as the matter can be
heard at Village Hall, One Montebello Road, Montebello, New York 10901, to consider a proposed Local Law
to amend §195-64, (B.) (3) of the Village Code to permit a single story bank with drive-thru on “parcel c” of
the V.C. (Village Center) zoning district.

All members of the public and all interested parties are invited to attend and participate.  The proposed Local
Law will be available for inspection and review at the Village Office during normal working hours, Monday
through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The Village Attorney confirmed with the Village Clerk that the legal notice was published and posted as
required by law and that copies of the proposed local law were made available for the public and the Board
members.

The Village Clerk  confirmed receipt of additional documents:  Letter from John Costa, Esq. dated January 9,
2007, petition to appear before the Village Board dated January 10, 2007; metes and bounds description of sub-
ject property with statement of contract owner authorizing application to the Village Board; memorandum from
Robert Geneslaw, Village Planner; short EAF; memorandum from the Planning Board.

The Village Attorney offered a brief summary of this application: the Village Center zone does not permit sin-
gle stand-alone drive-in banks.  The applicant requested an amendment to permit same minimizing the size of
the building, there was mention of possibly dedicating parkland as an incentive to the Board’s approval.

At 8:48 p.m. Trustee Citrin made a motion to open the public hearing, seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote,
the motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Oppenheim asked the representatives of the applicant, Valley National Bank, if they would like to com-
ment first.

Present to speak on this matter were: John Costa, attorney for Valley National Bank; John Tobin, VP and
Project Manager for Valley National Bank; Robert Ring, Project Architect.

Mr. Costa – Valley  National Bank has found a desirable location to put in one of their banks.  Mr. Geneslaw’s
memo reports that the proposal would not conflict with the Village’s Comprehensive Plan.  The bank envisions
a friendly development for that site.
Mr. Berbit’s mention of possibly dedicating open space was overstated, during the planning process we would

 



utilize keeping part of the site in its’ natural state.

Mr. Ring – original proposal was for a 4,000 sq. ft. branch bank; on the first floor, 2,400 sq. ft. plus offices for
the second floor with parking for 31 cars, access driveway coming off Hemion Road.  There would be less
impact with a single story building and it would create a larger buffer area, and the paved area would be 3,000
feet less.  The single story building would be 3,400 sq. ft. and would produce more green areas.  Mr. Ring
showed the Board photographs of a one story Valley National Bank and reviewed the architectural features.

Public Comment:

Edward Bracken – 3 East Place – questioned why the Code has a two story building requirement?

Mayor Oppenheim responded that in the Comprehensive Plan the Village Center zone encompassed a shopping
center where Kindicare is presently and on Hemion, Dr. Caponegro’s  office building.  The vision was for
multi use buildings and residential areas.  Shopping areas, walkways and a central common area, the term “dis-
ney” feel was used.

Amy Rapoport – Kings Gate Road – explained that the intent was for more revenue for the Village, this is a
low lying area, the Master Plan Committee studied this.  A bank will create idling cars, would like Board to
consider an idling law for vehicles.

After further discussion, the consensus of the Board was to continue the public hearing .  The Board would like
the bank to consider the offering of the triangular piece as parkland.

Resolution:  07- 035 Village of Montebello

Title:  Continue Public Hearing on Proposed Local Law to Amend §195-64 (B)(3) 
of the Village Code

BE IT RESOLVED, pending receipt and review of additional information requested from the Applicant, Valley
National Bank, that the Public Hearing be continued at the Regular Meeting of the Village Board on May 16,
2007.

Motion:   Trustee  Caridi

Second:   Trustee Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Parks Commission Business:

Amy Rapoport announced that they are ready for Montebello Clean Up Day and they hope to have a good
turnout.

Resolution:  07- 036 Village of Montebello

Title:  Golf Course Brook Remediation

WHEREAS, residents in the vicinity of Golf Course Brook and East Mayer Drive, in particular, Numbers 34
and 36,  have reported significant flooding from time to time which caused the Village to have an engineering

 



study performed, a design drafted, and to make an application to the DEC; and 

WHEREAS, the above process has engendered years of delay, and the cost associated with the aforementioned
project is estimated to be in the range of $500,000 to $750,000 to dredge a large section of the Brook; and

WHEREAS, at the initiative of the Mayor-Elect, he and the Village Attorney met with one of the impacted res-
idents in the field to examine first hand the conditions causing the problem; and

WHEREAS, it was discovered that trees and bushes that had been cut, possibly by the Town in maintaining the
Brook and the culvert, or by others, were piled along the northerly bank in a way to act like a dam and to
impede drain-back from the wetlands to the Brook, thus, likely causing or exacerbating the aforedescribed
flooding conditions; and

WHEREAS, it appears that removal of the man-deposited materials at the aforedescribed limited location does
not require DEC approval, and the Mayor-Elect met in the field with John Knapp, a landscape contractor, who
proposed to remove same for a cost of $500; and

WHEREAS, the Contractor was advised that, in performing this task, he may not disturb the Brook nor the
wetlands, nor may he cause mud, dirt or debris to become stream-borne; and

WHEREAS, it appears reasonable and prudent to expend the modest sum of $500 for this endeavor which may
relieve, or at least positively impact, local flooding caused residences in the immediate vicinity.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that, the expenditure of $500 to John Knapp, or his company, for the
above purpose be and hereby is approved.

Motion:   Trustee Citrin

Second:   Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution:  07- 037 Village of Montebello

Title:   Energy Efficiency for Village Hall

WHEREAS,  the Mayor, having personal experience with the benefits of solar energy and being aware of gen-
erous grant monies presently available to municipalities through the NYS Energy Resource and Development
Authority (“NYSERDA”), took the initiative in having the Village Hall studied, yielding a proposal from ISI
Solar to install a six (6) KW tilted panel system at a net cost to the Village of $19,983.00, after the direct appli-
cation of a NYSERDA grant, and further reports securing a grant of $4500 towards the project from the office
of Assemblywoman Annie Rabbit, reducing the net cost to $14, 483.00, which system, it is estimated, would
pay for itself within approximately 8 years, and would continue to generate free power thereafter, all to the
public good by reducing dependency upon traditional, primarily fossil fuel based energy sources; and

WHEREAS, if the foregoing project does not require bidding, the direct net cost being under $20,000, the
Village’s Procurement Policy still requires soliciting proposals from at least three sources for expenditures of
this type over $2500, and, as a consequence, additional proposals were sought from four other North American
Board Certified Energy Practitioners (“NABCEP”) in the region, whose inspection of the Village Hall and pro-

 



posals were solicited, yielding only a preliminary proposal from DeLeonardis Electric at $55,000 to $60,000,
representing a net cost in a similar range, but with multiple open questions and exhibiting minimal experience
in a municipal setting;  and

WHEREAS, the Village Attorney is researching whether  bidding is required despite the above since the gross
cost exceeds $20,000 before application of the direct NYSERDA grant, and despite the fact that there are a
limited number of certified providers, the professional aspect of their design work, and that this is a NYSER-
DA funded project; and

WHEREAS, the Village Attorney reports that counsel at NYCOM believes that bidding is inapplicable in the
circumstances, but requested an opinion from the Comptroller’s Office on the subject to be secure, which has
not been forthcoming; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor has also suggested that an Energy Audit be sought from NYSERDA for a fee of $100,
which Audit may benefit the design of the Village Hall renovation by facilitating energy efficiency.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board hereby states its support for the energy initiatives
begun by the Mayor, expressing its interest in proceeding with the solar energy initiative, which activity is time
of the essence given the desirability of obtaining the solar work simultaneous with the bonded renovation of
the Village Hall, and it appears that ISI Solar’s proposal is reasonable and cost effective; and 

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that making application to NYSERDA for a direct grant in
conjunction with accepting ISI Solar’s proposal in the net amount of $19,983.00, less the $4500 grant, both are
hereby approved and said sum authorized to be expended, subject to approval by NYSERDA, deposit to be
refundable, from the Village Hall renovation bonding monies if such sums are adequate, and obtaining an ener-
gy audit at an expense of $100 is also approved.

Motion:   Trustee Millman

Second:   Trustee  Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution:  07- 038 Village of Montebello

Title:  Contracting with Answering Service

WHEREAS, the Village maintains office hours from Monday to Friday, 9 A.M. – 4 P.M.; and

WHEREAS, the need may arise for citizens to contact Village Officials in the evening, weekends or on holi-
days; and

WHEREAS, it is beneficial for the Village to provide its citizens with the means, through an intermediary, to
contact Village Officials at all times in the event of an urgent matter.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village shall contract on a monthly basis with Quality Answering
Service, 111 South Main Street, Spring Valley, NY 10977 at a cost of $100 per month to answer calls after
hours for the Village of Montebello, and to refer calls to Village officials where appropriate; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village answering machine message be changed to offer citizens the

 



opportunity to call the answering service in order to reach “an appropriate village official in the event of an
emergency or an urgent matter”, and that the telephone number designated by the answering service shall be
included in the message.

Motion:   Trustee Millman

Second:   Mayor Oppenheim

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution:  07- 039 Village of Montebello

Title:  Settlement Agreement with United Water New York
Re:  Mile Road Water Main Break

WHEREAS, a break in the United Water of N.Y. (“UWNY”) water main on Mile Road occurred December 14,
2005, adjacent to house No. 31, which  break, or the repair of same, caused significant damage to the street
and the Village’s stormwater interceptor system, including piping and a storm basin; and 

WHEREAS, by virtue of Resolution No. 06-081, after informal attempts at negotiating proved unavailing, the
Village Board directed that the Village Engineer draw plans for corrective work, and that the Village Attorney
serve a final demand letter, and commence suit if such proved unsuccessful; and

WHEREAS, after UWNY did not correct the problem, by virtue of Resolution No. 06-141, the Village Board
approved contracting with Environmental Construction in the amount of $8,078.00 to restore Mile Road and
the stormwater system; and

WHEREAS, UWNY finally expressed an interest in discussing settling the Village’s claims in a letter dated
December 11, 2006, such leading to negotiations between respective counsel and to an oral understanding
between counsel on December 14, 2006, that, irrespective fault, and without any admission of wrongdoing,
UWNY would pay 50% of the Village’s costs upon proof of same and the exchange of a General Release, as
confirmed by UWNY counsel in writing on December 27, 2006; and

WHEREAS, the Village Board approved settling on this basis in Executive Session on December 20, 2006,
and the Village Attorney wrote to counsel for UWNY on January 26, 2007, after his request for a break-down,
laying out the cost to the Village of $15,296.78, yielding the settlement amount of $7,648.39, as had been pro-
posed; and

WHEREAS, subsequent to the above, a disagreement arose between respective counsel to whether the time
invested in this matter by the Village Attorney on an hourly basis as billed to the Village in the amount of
$1,575.00, representing $787.50 of the settlement amount, should be included as was contemplated by the
Village Board in agreeing to settle in Executive Session, which disagreement was ultimately resolved in favor
of the Village’s position; and

WHEREAS, given the sums involved, questions about liability under case law, and the uncertainty of litiga-
tion, settlement of this matter in the amount of $7,646.39, without attribution of fault, appears reasonable and
prudent and in the best interest of the Village, with the additional positive benefit of opening a communications
bridge between respective counsel to help avoid future disputes of such a nature.



THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that settlement of the Village’s claim against UWNY for  the December
14, 2005 water main break on Mile Road, in the amount of $7,648.39, as approved in Executive Session on
December 20, 2006, be and hereby is ratified, including issuing the General Release of the Village in return for
such payment.

Motion:   Trustee Citrin

Second:   Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution:  07-040 Village of Montebello

Title:  Approval of Minutes

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of March 21, 2007, be and are hereby
approved.

Motion:   Trustee Citrin

Second:   Trustee Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution:  07- 041 Village of Montebello

Title:  Approval of Abstract and Schedule of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated April 18, 2007 and totaling $96,133.10
are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid.

Motion:   Trustee Sorrillo

Second:   Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07- 042 Village of Montebello

Title: Master Re-organizational 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the re-organizational Resolutions agenda items 18 through 39 are hereby
approved in one master re-organization resolution.

Motion:  Trustee Citrin

Second:  Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

 



Resolution: 07- 043 Village of Montebello

Title: Deputy Mayor Appointment

WHEREAS, the Mayor hereby appoints Lance N. Millman as Deputy Mayor.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Lance N. Millman is hereby appointed Deputy Mayor of the
Village of Montebello until the next Annual Meeting of April 2008.

Motion:   Trustee Citrin

Second:   Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution:  07- 044 Village of Montebello

Title:  Village Clerk / Treasurer Appointment

WHEREAS, the Mayor hereby reappoints Debra Mastroeni as Village Clerk / Treasurer.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Debra Mastroeni is hereby reappointed Village Clerk / Treasurer for
the Village of Montebello pursuant to the Village Law of the State of  New York.

Motion:    Trustee Citrin

Second:    Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07- 045 Village of Montebello

Title: Deputy Village Clerk Appointment

WHEREAS, effective March 12, 2007, Robin Herman was appointed Deputy Village Clerk to fill an
existing vacancy for a term which expires at the annual Re-organizational meeting; and

WHEREAS, said appointment is also subject to a 3 month probationary period which will not expire until June
12, 2007.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Robin Herman is hereby appointed Deputy Village Clerk pur-
suant to the Village Law of the State of New York.

Motion:   Trustee Citrin

Second:   Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

 



Resolution: 07- 046 Village of Montebello

Title: Village Attorney Appointment

WHEREAS, the Mayor hereby reappoints Warren Berbit as Village Attorney.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Warren Berbit is hereby reappointed Village Attorney for the
Village of Montebello until the next Annual Meeting of April 2008.

Motion:  Trustee Citrin

Second:  Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07-047 Village of Montebello

Title: Deputy Village Attorney Appointment

WHEREAS, the Mayor hereby reappoints Ira Emanuel as Deputy Village Attorney.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Ira Emanuel is hereby reappointed Deputy Village Attorney for
the Village of Montebello until the next Annual Meeting of April 2008.

Motion:  Trustee Citrin

Second:  Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07- 048 Village of Montebello

Title: Appointment of Assistant Village Attorney

WHEREAS, the Mayor recommends that Jonathan Ripps continue in the position of Assistant Village
Attorney to work with the Village Attorney on prosecutions.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Jonathan B. Ripps be reappointed as a part-time Assistant
Village Attorney for the purpose of handling prosecution of violations under the direction of the Village
Attorney, until the next Annual Meeting, or as soon thereafter as a successor can be appointed, but with the
Village Board reserving the right to end the appointment sooner, compensation to be hourly, $125 per hour for
in court time and $100 per hour for preparation time.

Motion:  Trustee Citrin

Second:  Trustee Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07- 049 Village of Montebello

 



Title: Appointment of Clerk to the Planning and Zoning Boards

WHEREAS, the Mayor hereby reappoints Carol Adduce as Clerk to the Planning Board and Zoning
Board of Appeals.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Carol Adduce is hereby reappointed Clerk to the Planning
Board and Zoning Board of Appeals for the Village of Montebello until the next Annual Meeting of April
2008.

Motion:   Trustee Citrin

Second:   Trustee Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07- 050 Village of Montebello

Title: Appointment of Member to the Planning Board 

WHEREAS, the appointment of Michael Iatropoulos as a member of the Planning Board will expire
with this meeting.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to the recommendation of the Mayor said appoint-
ment be and is hereby extended for a new five year term, or until the Annual Meeting of April 2012.

Motion:   Trustee Citrin

Second:   Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07- 051 Village of Montebello

Title: Appointment of Member to the Zoning Board of Appeals

WHEREAS, the appointment of Frances Osei as a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals will expire
with this meeting.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to the recommendation of the Mayor said appoint-
ment be and is hereby extended for a new five year term, or until the Annual Meeting of April 2012.

Motion:   Trustee Citrin

Second:   Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07- 052 Village of Montebello

 



Title: Appointment of Ad Hoc Member to the Zoning Board of Appeals

WHEREAS, the Mayor recommends the reappointment of Marie Conte-Benedict as Ad Hoc Member to
the Zoning Board of Appeals for a two year term to expire at the re-organizational meeting of April 2009.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Marie Conte-Benedict is hereby re-appointed as Ad Hoc
Member to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a two year term to expire April 2009.

Motion:   Trustee Citrin

Second:   Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07- 053 Village of Montebello

Title: Village Historian Appointment

WHEREAS, the Mayor hereby reappoints Craig Long as the Village Historian.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Craig Long is hereby reappointed Village Historian for the
Village of Montebello until the next Annual Meeting of April 2008 with an annual stipend of $1,000.00

Motion:   Trustee Citrin

Second:   Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07- 054 Village of Montebello

Title: Appointment of Chairperson to Historic Preservation Commission

WHEREAS, Josephine Bracken’s appointment as Chairperson to the Historic Preservation Commission
expires with the Annual Meeting in April 2007; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor recommends re-appointing her as Chairperson.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Josephine Bracken is hereby re-appointed as Chairperson of
the Historic Preservation Commission until the Annual Meeting in April 2008.

Motion:  Trustee Citrin

Second:  Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07- 055 Village of Montebello

Title: Appointment of Member to Historic Preservation Commission

 



WHEREAS, the Mayor recommends the re-appointment of Hannelore Renud as a member of  the
Historic Preservation Commission for a term to expire at the Re-organizational Meeting in April 2010, or as
soon thereafter as a successor can be appointed and sworn.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Hannelore Renud is hereby re-appointed as a member of the
Historic Preservation Commission for a term to expire at the Re-organizational Meeting in April 2010.

Motion:  Trustee Citrin

Second:  Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07- 056 Village of Montebello

Title: Appointment of Ad Hoc to Historic Preservation Commission

WHEREAS, the Mayor recommends the re-appointment of Valerie Rainford of 4 Senator Levy Drive to
the position of Ad Hoc to the Historic Preservation Commission for a term to expire at the Re-organizational
Meeting in April 2008, or as soon thereafter as a successor can be appointed and sworn.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Valerie Rainford is hereby re-appointed as Ad Hoc Member to
the Historic Preservation Commission for a term to expire at the Re-organizational Meeting in April 2008.

Motion:   Trustee Citrin

Second:   Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07- 057 Village of Montebello

Title: Appointment of Parks Commission Member

WHEREAS, the Mayor has recommended that Bob Congionti, be re-appointed to the Parks
Commission for a term which ends April 2012; and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Bob Congionti be appointed as a member of the Parks
Commission for a term to expire in April 2012 or as soon thereafter as a successor may be appointed.

Motion:   Trustee Citrin

Second:   Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07- 058 Village of Montebello

Title: Appointment of Parks Commission Member

 



WHEREAS, the Mayor has recommended that Anthony Piazza of 35 Senator Levy Drive, be re-
appointed on the Parks Commission for a term which ends April, 2012.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Anthony Piazza be re-appointed as a member of the Parks
Commission for a five year term to expire in April 2012 or as soon thereafter as a successor may be appointed.

Motion:  Trustee Citrin

Second:  Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07- 059 Village of Montebello

Title: Appointing Alternate Member to Board of Parks Commissioners

WHEREAS, the Mayor recommends that Peter Weiss, residing at 4 Belvedere Path, be re-appointed as
the Alternate Member, and the Chairman of the Board of Parks Commissioners concurs in that recommenda-
tion.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Peter Weiss be re-appointed as the Alternate Member of the
Board of Parks Commissioners to act in the absence of a Regular Member, to serve until the Annual Meeting
in April 2008, or until a replacement is appointed and duly sworn.

Motion:   Trustee Citrin

Second:   Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07- 060 Village of Montebello

Title: Official Signatories

BE IT RESOLVED, that assuming prior authorization is required by law, any two of the following
Village Officers shall be authorized for and on behalf of the Village to make and sign checks, drafts, or other
orders with respect to any funds at any time to the credit of the Village with any official depository for Village
funds and against any demand savings account or accounts of the Village maintained at any time with any such
official depository: Clerk/Treasurer, and with the Mayor or in his absence, the Deputy Mayor.

Motion:  Trustee Citrin

Second:  Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07-061 Village of Montebello

Title:  Designation of Official Depository

 



BE IT RESOLVED, that Union State Bank, Provident Bank, Commerce Bank
and Chase Bank are hereby designated as the official depositories for Village funds.

Motion:  Trustee Citrin

Second:  Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07- 062 Village of Montebello

Title: Designation of Official Village Newspaper

BE IT RESOLVED, the Journal News and the Rockland County Times local daily newspapers are here-
by designated as the official Village newspapers for publication of all legal notices and information pertaining
to the Village of Montebello.

Motion:   Trustee Citrin

Second:   Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07- 063 Village of Montebello

Title: Reimbursement of Expenses

BE IT RESOLVED, the Village Board will reimburse all actual and necessary expenses incurred by
elected and appointed officials and employees of the Village for attendance at conferences and seminars that
have been approved for attendance at the discretion of the Board of Trustees and that the reimbursement for
use of private automobiles shall be at the current rate of 48.5 cents per mile as established by the Internal
Revenue Service guidelines.

Motion:   Trustee Citrin

Second:   Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution:  07- 064 Village of Montebello

Title:   Financial Consultant Services

WHEREAS, the Village’s Financial Consultant Marvin Nyman’s services are being obtained through the firm
of Richard Fortunato, CPA, PC at his request as per Resolution No. 06-103; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Nyman’s services include budget preparation, assisting the Clerk / Treasurer, and maintaining
the Village’s financial records.

 



THEREFORE, BE IT RE RESOLVED, that Marvin Nyman continue to provide financial consultant services
to the Village for the budgeted amount of $16, 600, paid in monthly installments of $1383.33 for the period of
Jan. 1, 2007 through Dec. 31, 2007.

Motion:   Trustee Citrin

Second:   Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution:  07- 065 Village of Montebello

Title:  Compensation for Members of the Historic Preservation Commission 

WHEREAS, §195-60 of the Village Code was amended, retroactive to January 1, 2007, to provide for
compensation of the members of the Historic Preservation Commission, which compensation is to be set by
Resolution.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the compensation of each commissioner be set at $200 per
annum until revised by further action of the Village Board. 

Motion:   Trustee Citrin

Second:   Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07- 066 Village of Montebello

Title: Accept Proposal of Stearns & Wheler LLC
for Follow Up Storm Water Compliance

WHEREAS, by operation of Resolution No’s. 02-138, 04-067, 05-057, and 06-026 the services of
Stearns & Wheler, LLC were obtained to prepare a Storm Water Management Plan (USEPA Phase II
Compliance Plan), to prepare and file with the NYS DEC a Notice of Intent (“NOI”) and for follow up servic-
es including preparation of the Annual Municipal Compliance Certification Form and Stormwater Management
Program Annual Report; and

WHEREAS, by a proposal dated March 23, 2007, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of
which shall be appended to the Minutes hereof, Stearns & Wheler proposes for a fee of $4,000 performing nec-
essary follow up services, including preparing a list of actions to be taken in the March 2007 time period, all
components of the MS4 Stormwater Program must be fully implemented by January 2008 as described in said
proposal; and

WHEREAS, it appears that such services are necessary to remain in compliance with the need to man-
age storm water, and it appears reasonable and prudent that such continue to be obtained from Stearns &
Wheler, LLC.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the referenced Proposal of Stearns & Wheler be and hereby is
accepted, and the sum of $4,000 authorized to be expended to fund said services.



Motion:   Trustee Citrin

Second:   Trustee Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07- 067 Village of Montebello

Title: 2007 Landscaping Services

WHEREAS, proposals were sought for maintaining the Village Hall grounds and the Viola Cemetery
for the 2007 season, including as to the former, maintaining the lawn and shrubs, spring and fall cleanup, and
chemical applications; and

WHEREAS, the following proposals were received:

Mario’s Landscaping (4/12/07) $  9,750
Ascape Landscape & Construction Corp. (4/11/07) $15,500
CM Landscaping, Inc (4/12/07) $13,200
Knapp’s Landscaping, Inc (4/12/07) $  5,400
4-Ever Green Landscaping, Inc (4/6/07 $10,345; and

WHEREAS, it appears that all contractors submitting proposals have the required experience and
Knapp Landscaping, Inc. has submitted the lowest cost proposal at a total cost of $5,400.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that landscaping services for 2007 for the Village Hall and Viola
Cemetery be awarded to Knapp’s  Landscaping in the total amount of $5,400.00, as more particularly set forth
in a proposal dated April 12, 2007, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be append-
ed to the Minutes hereof.

Motion:   Trustee Caridi

Second:  Trustee Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution:  07- 068 Village of Montebello

Title:  Approve Proposal of Brooker Engineering to Prepare
Plans, Calculations, Application to DEC for the Pines Park Ponds De-silting

WHEREAS, a frequent dialogue with the developer of the Montebello Pines subdivision over a period of more
than one year has not resulted in measurable progress in making application to the DEC to permit dredging of
the pond silt and distribution of same as directed in the Ponds Park; and

WHEREAS, the before and after soundings data has been available for many months, but the developer’s engi-
neer requested that the Village have a dredging map prepared, and the Village and its engineers view that activ-
ity, and preparing an  associated fill plan, to be the obligations of the developer; and 

 



WHEREAS, the engineer assigned to the task by the Village, Brooker Engineers, in a proposal dated March
28, 2007, referred to as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be appended to the Minutes hereof,
has offered to perform all associated tasks, including obtaining topographical survey work and preparing the
dredging and grading plans, making the DEC application, and preparing the EAF, for an estimated fee of
$19,940, and the Proposal has been shared with the developer; and

WHEREAS, in a letter dated March 26, 2007 from the Village Attorney to the developer’s engineer, the devel-
oper was forewarned that the Village was prepared to accept the Proposal at the developer’s expense, but the
developer was given the option to assign various task to its engineer; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor, in direct discussions with the developer, by John Knutsen, Jr., has repeated the above
message and intent to proceed, and has awaited a direct response from same; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Village Attorney report no formal responses, but the Mayor reports a conversation
in which Mr. Knutsen understands the Village's intent to proceed and its position with respect to the engineer-
ing fees even if he is not willing to presently embrace that position, and it is not in the public interest to permit
this matter to languish any further.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that authority is hereby granted to proceed with the DEC application by
accepting the aforesaid proposal from Brooker Engineering in the amount of $19,940, said expense represent-
ing in the opinion of the Village’s professionals, an obligation of the developer, JMK / J.L. Heritage, and thus
being a charge against same, initial funding to come from a transfer from the Money-In-Lieu of Land Parks
account, given the opinion of the Village Attorney that such represents a capital cost in acquiring and improv-
ing future parkland which money shall be redeposited when and if reimbursed.

Motion:   Trustee Millman

Second:   Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 07- 069 Village of Montebello

Title: Hiring Asst. Building Inspector - Part-Time

WHEREAS, Trustee Oppenheim recommended hiring David Schumer as Assistant Building Inspector
Part-Time at the March 21, 2007 Village Board Meeting and the members of the Board concurred; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Schumer as a condition of retaining said position, has agreed to attend classes to
obtain certification from the New York Department of State, Division of Code Enforcement and
Administration, and it is a condition of his continued retention that he attain and submit proof of attaining such
certification within one year of his hiring.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that David Schumer be hired at the will of the Mayor and Village
Board, according to the aforesaid condition, as Part-Time Assistant Building Inspector retroactive to April 2,
2007, at $25 dollars per hour compensation, on the average to work about fifteen (15 hours per week as neces-
sary to perform his duties, which hours may be exceeded as needed during the initial period of familiarization
with the Village’s matters, files and ordinances.

Motion:   Trustee Sorrillo

 



Second:   Trustee Caridi

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution:  07-070 Village of Montebello

Title:  Village Hall Renovation

BE IT RESOLVED, that the “Village Hall Project” plans as submitted by the Architect dated as reviewed
“4/18/07” be and hereby are approved, with the following changes:

1. Added all weather outdoor outlets (3 circuits)
2. Illuminate outdoor notice board
3. Accommodate dehumidifier in new storage room; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Architect add to and include as part of the Project, the Parking Lot
Improvement as set forth in the letter and Site Plan from Village Engineer, Martin K. Spence, dated September
19, 2006, and the handicapped access ramp between the Gazebo and the Tot Lot Playground, as set forth in the
RFP and Site Plan dated June 22, 2005, prepared by Brooker Engineering, PLLC; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Architect is directed to expeditiously proceed with preparing associat-
ed specifications and bidding documents once the changes are made, such that bidding can take place forth-
with; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the specifications and bids be set up in a way which directly permits sepa-
rately ascertaining the cost of each of the following:

1. Building Renovation
2. Parking Lot Improvements
3. Handicap Ramp – Gazebo / Tot Lot;

and include the separate requirement that the successful bidder pull out from each category and total how much
of the cost is attributable to ADA work.

Motion:  Trustee Millman

Second:  Trustee Sorrillo

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Public Comment:

Jack Muchnick – 17 Mayer Drive – advised the Board that there is erosion on the hill of Fortune Way and he is
concerned, also along Mayer Drive where new home is being built
with erosion and tree removal problems.

The next agenda item was a review of the establishment of the Rio Vista of Montebello Homeowner’s
Association.



The Village Attorney gave a brief synopsis: the Village Board must approve the concept of the homeowners
association, the Contents of the Declaration having been submitted by the applicant.  The documents were
reviewed by the Village Attorney, Village Planner and Assistant Village Attorney.  Clarifying language on the
55 plus age limitation for all occupants was submitted to Julian Schulman, attorney for the applicant.

Mr. Shulman stated that the paperwork was filed and approved with the Attorney General’s office, at least one
occupant ust be 55 and older.  Mr. Shulman went on to say that the Code provision states “shall be occupied by
adults over 55” and does not literally mean everyone who lives there must be over the age of 55.  Mr. Shulman
advised that he has done research including the provisions of the Fair Housing Act and you cannot discriminate
based on age, sex, religion, family status.  Noted exceptions for older persons, doesn’t say solely occupied, one
person must be 55 years or older.  Requirement should be interpreted in the least restrictive way.

Tom LaPuma – representing Rio Vista – noted that the project is being marketed as a 55 and older develop-
ment, requirement is that one person be of age.  

Trustee Citrin asked Mr. Shulman if it is his position that a requirement that both occupants must be 55 and
older would discriminate against the Fair Housing Act?

Mr. Schulman stated that they are not at that point yet, but his client doesn’t want to build something that’s not
marketable.

Discussion continued among the Board members and Mr. Schulman with the Board being adament about the
Village’s intent regarding the age limitation.  Mr. Shulman was asked to develop clear language regarding this
matter and bring it back to the Board in May.

Old and New Business:

Trustee Millman wants follow-up done on replacing streetlights with energy efficient ones.

Trustee Citrin is the liason to the Ramapo River Watershed Council.  He noted how large an area is covered
from Orange County, into Rockland and down into Passaic County, to protect the watershed and alleviate
downstream flooding.  Symposium coming at Ramapo College on April 27th from 9 – 4, the topics of discus-
sion include: preservation of the watershed, global warming, Ford paint sludge, highlands presentation.

Mayor Oppenheim announced that Senator Morahan is providing the Village with $60,000 in grant funds,
would like the Board to adopt a resolution thanking him.

Resolution No:  07-071 Village of Montebello

Title:  Senator Morahan – Grant Monies

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Montebello hereby spreads across its
Minutes, its gratitude to Senator Thomas P. Morahan for obtaining $61,000 in grant money for the Village;
$31,000 for the Village Hall / Senior Citizen Parking Lot Improvements, and $30,000 towards the purchase of
new office furniture and fixtures at Village Hall.

Motion:  Trustee Millman

Second:  Trustee Caridi

 



Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.
The Board discussed violations that are occurring regarding our Tree Preservation Law.
Consensus of the Board members is to prosecute heavily, we need to preserve our trees.

Trustee Millman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Caridi.  Upon vote, the motion carried unani-
mously.  The meeting adjourned at 11:08 p.m. 

 




