
THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF MONTEBEL-
LO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2006 AT VILLAGE HALL. THE MEETING
WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 8:06 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

Present: Kathryn Gorman Mayor
Winsome Downie-Rainford Trustee
Jeff Oppenheim Trustee
Marc Citrin Trustee
Lance Millman Trustee

Warren Berbit Village Attorney

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer

The first agenda item was Parks Commission Business.  No one being present from the Parks Commission,
Trustee Citrin stated that he attended the Parks Commission meeting on December 7th and discussed various
concerns that they have.  The Parks Commission is not happy with their budget and in an effort to conserve
resources has decided not to hold summer concerts this year and may eliminate the concert series altogether,
reallocating the funds to expand the camp out.  A main topic of discussion was to beautify and landscape the
Village entry signs at an approximate cost of $150.00 per sign.  Trustee Citrin suggested that volunteers install
and maintain the plantings for free.  The Parks Commission also requested another Village entry sign on North
Airmont Road.   The issue of restoring rock walls is still something the Commission would like to move for-
ward with, but the sense of the Village Board is they should not proceed at this time.  Trustee Citrin explained
the Village Board's thoughts regarding the importance of providing the basic services to our residents and mak-
ing improvements to the infrastructure of the Village which are built into our extremely conservative budget.

Tim Carry, Parks Commissioner arrived and was asked to comment.  Mr. Carry stated that the Commission
would like the Board to reconsider landscaping the Village signs at a cost of $1,200.

Trustee Oppenheim noted that most of the signs are in state and county right-of-ways and permission would
have to be granted from them.  

Trustee Millman said the Parks Commission should follow up on getting permission from the necessary gov-
ernment entities to landscape the signs.

Mr. Carry discussed the summer concerts and noted that the Commission had picked some bad dates which
hurt attendance, postcards were mailed late, rain date had to be used because of bad weather, Commission
opted for no concerts this year rather than just one.  Their intent was always to expand the concert series to
four a year, if that can't happen they see no reason to have them.

Mayor Gorman suggested that the Parks Commission survey the residents via the website about the concerts.
Trustee Oppenheim feels that the Commission should concentrate on the camp out this year and see what kind
of feedback they get from the residents regarding the concerts.

No one wished to speak during public comment.

Resolution: 06-146 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes

 



BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of November 15, 2006 be and are hereby
approved.

Motion:  Trustee Millman Abstain: Mayor Gorman

Second:  Trustee Citrin

Upon vote, the Resolution carried.

Resolution: 06-147 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Special Meeting of November 27, 2006 be and are hereby
approved.

Motion:  Trustee Oppenheim Abstain: Trustee Citrin

Second:  Trustee Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried.

Resolution: 06 -148 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Village Entry Sign

WHEREAS, the Parks Commission has requested that an additional sign be purchased to be installed at
the entrance to the Village on Airmont Road to replace the existing metal sign at an estimated cost of $750.00;
and

WHEREAS, such appears to be a worthwhile addition at a gateway to the Village.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said expenditure is hereby approved in the amount of $750.00.

Motion:  Trustee Oppenheim
Second:  Trustee Citrin

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 06-149 Village of Montebello

Title: Authorization to Move and Re-install Village Sign

WHEREAS, the proposal of Island Cutter, Inc. in the amount of $250, referenced as if set forth here-
inafter, a copy to be appended to the minutes hereof, to move and re-install a Village of Montebello sign from
near # 642 to near #750 on State Route 202 in furtherance of the request of the NYS DOT, be and hereby is
approved, including the expenditure of said sum for the stated purpose, in the interest of public safety.

 



Motion:  Trustee Oppenheim

Second:  Trustee Citrin

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 06-150 Village of Montebello

Title: Appointment of Parks Commission Member

WHEREAS, the Mayor has recommended that Anthony Piazza, residing at 35 Senator Levy Drive, be
appointed to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of Thomas Schember on the Parks Commission for a
term which expires April, 2007.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, effective immediately, that Anthony Piazza be appointed as a mem-
ber of the Parks Commission for a term to expire in April, 2007 or as soon thereafter as a successor may be
appointed.

Motion:  Trustee Oppenheim

Second:  Mayor Gorman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 06-151 Village of Montebello

Title: Highway Agreement with the Town of Ramapo - 2007

WHEREAS, the current agreement expires of its own terms on December 31, 2006, and the Town has
proposed entering into a new agreement for the continuation of such services during the 2007 calendar year;
and

WHEREAS, said proposed agreement, which is referenced hereat as if fully set forth hereinafter, a copy
of which shall be attached to the Minutes hereof, is essentially identical to the expiring agreement except for
increases, and the addition of B) under General Provisions: Ninth:, the amount to be paid to the Town to be
$377,426, or $31,453 per month for eleven months and $31,443 for the twelfth month; and

WHEREAS, this approval assumes that “as permitted by the Village” in paragraph “Ninth” strictly
relates to structures approved under the “Mail Box Law”, and to no other mailbox or structure; and

WHEREAS, entering such an agreement appears to be in the best interest of the Village and the public,
given the time frame and the need for such services.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village shall contract with the Town of Ramapo for the
provision of road and storm drain maintenance and snow plowing services for the 2007 calendar year includ-
ing, as has been consistently understood, culvert and drainage system services, according to the terms of the
proposed agreement with the provision that the Town understand that said agreement shall unconditionally
cover the entire calendar year, and that the Village shall be indemnified and held harmless as set forth therein,
including to the extent of any deductible on the Town's insurance policy wherein the Village is to be named as
additional insured, this Resolution to form a part of said agreement and to be attached thereto.



Motion:  Trustee Millman

Second:  Trustee Oppenheim

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 06-152 Village of Montebello

Title: Planning Consultant - 2007

WHEREAS, Robert Geneslaw Co., the Planning Consultant for the Village of Montebello, for the pur-
pose of working with the Planning Board and generally to provide planning services, proposes to do so on a
per diem fee basis not to exceed $20,000 per annum, under the terms of a proposal dated October 11, 2006,
referenced as if set forth hereinafter a true copy of which shall be appended to the Minutes hereof, submitted
by said firm which terms are identical to last year; and

WHEREAS, said firm has increased their hourly rate for all personnel for review of applications before
CDRC, Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals by $5, said fees paid fully by applicants thereof; and

WHEREAS, said firm wishes to continue in such capacity and the Mayor recommends the continuance
of same in the best interest of the Village.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said proposal, be and hereby is accepted for the 2007 calendar
year and the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute same on behalf of the Village.

Motion:  Trustee Oppenheim

Second:  Trustee Citrin

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 06-153 Village of Montebello

Title: 911 Memorial Garden

WHEREAS, by prior Resolution the Village Board approved of the construction of a 911 Memorial
Garden, and subsequently approved the design by Eagle Scout Peter Zelem, provided same was moved to the
northeast corner of the Village Hall property, near the hill behind the Tot Lot, precise location to be deter-
mined; and

WHEREAS, Peter Zelem has provided a list of materials in an estimated total cost of about $3,000; and

WHEREAS, the expenditure seems reasonable for the purpose.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that a sum of up to $3,500 be authorized to be expended from the
Parks reserve account without further action of the Board, for supplies, material, plant matter and benches for
the 911 Memorial Garden, the Village Clerk/Treasurer to assist the Eagle Scout such that purchases for the
Village comply with the Village's procurement policy, with the Parks Commission to oversee the actual work,
with the understanding that tree removal if required be limited to dead or dying trees, or for reasons of public



safety.

Motion:  Trustee Oppenheim

Second:  Trustee Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 06-154 Village of Montebello

Title: Village Hall Drainage Improvements: 2006

WHEREAS, by authority of Resolution No. 06-131, a second series of bids were solicited for the proj-
ect entitled: “Village Hall Drainage Improvements: 2006", which bids were opened on December 18, 2006;
and

WHEREAS, as reported by the Village Clerk/Treasurer, as confirmed by the Village Engineer, Eve
Mancuso, her report dated December 20, 2006 referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall
be appended to the Minutes hereof, the following bids were received:

Bidder Bid Amount

JMK Enterprises $ 64,830.00
Ascape Landscape and Construction Corp. $ 65,840.00
Calmart $ 69,996.00
Ruckels, Inc. $ 76,667.00; and

WHEREAS, the Village Engineer recommends the award to JMK Enterprises in the amount of $
64,830.00 as the lowest bidder.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the “Village Hall Drainage Improvements: 2006" bid in the
amount of $64,830.00 be awarded to JMK, waiving as an insubstantial variation the use by the bidder of the
first bid solicitation, subject to receipt of all insurance certificates and bonds as required by the Bid
Specifications, and entering into a contract in a form acceptable to the Village Engineer and Village Attorney.

Motion:  Mayor Gorman

Second:  Trustee Rainford

Roll call vote:  Trustee Oppenheim - Aye
Trustee Rainford - Aye
Trustee Millman - Aye
Trustee Citrin - Nay
Mayor Gorman - Aye

The Resolution carried 4 to 1.

Resolution: 06-155 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Abstract and Schedule of Claims

 



BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated December 20, 2006 and totaling
$128,666.45 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid.

Motion:  Trustee Millman

Second:  Trustee Oppenheim

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 06-156 Village of Montebello

Title: Public Hearing - Proposed Local Law - Enforce Traffic Regulations
in Indian Rock Village

BE IT RESOLVED, in furtherance of Resolution No. 06-029, that a Public Hearing be held at the
January 17, 2007, Regular Meeting of the Village Board, to consider adopting a local law pursuant to Vehicle
and Traffic Law   1640-a, designating, regulating and enforcing speed limits, stop signs, fire lanes and other
traffic safety on the private streets and roadways and parking access of Indian Rock Village, being such streets,
roadways and parking areas in the R-AH zoning district, and in particular the street designated as
“Lackawanna Trail”; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village Attorney timely draft a proposed law in furtherance of
this Resolution for review by General Code, and the Village Clerk publish  and post as  may be required by
law once said law is in final form, and if such is not ready in time for the January 17th Regular Meeting, then
such shall be presented and public hearing held at the February 28th  Regular Meeting.

Motion:  Trustee Oppenheim

Second:  Trustee Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 06-157 Village of Montebello

Title: Certification of Planning and Zoning Board Members

WHEREAS, by virtue of Resolution No. 93-48, the Village Board established
standards requiring that members of the Village's boards, under the auspices of the Rockland Municipal
Planning Federation, complete three (3) certification courses within two (2) years of appointment encompass-
ing 1) a general education course pertinent to all boards, 2) a basic course oriented towards the specific board
(Village, Planning or ZBA), and 3) an updated course of case law and State legislation related to land use
issues; and

WHEREAS, said Resolution required biannual re-certification by attending an update course of case
law and State legislation offered by the Foundation; and

WHEREAS, the New York State Legislature has enacted Chapter 662 of the Laws of 2006, effective
January 1, 2007, which requires that all members of all village planning boards and boards of appeal receive



four (4) hours of classroom training every twelve months, and as a consequence, the Federation has revised its
re-certification requirement to include four (4) hours of classroom attendance every twelve months, of which
three (3) hours must consist of case law and statutory update classes; and

WHEREAS, it is in the public interest that Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals members,
including alternates, be well versed in the grants of authority under which they operate, and the legislation and
case law governing same.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Resolution No. 93-48 be and hereby is amended and superced-
ed to the extent inconsistent as follows:

In addition to any and all other qualifications for holding office as a member of the
Village of Montebello Planning Board and Board of Appeals, including the alternate
members thereof, all present members of such boards must attend not less than four
(4) hours of training classes offered by the Rockland Municipal Planning Federation
within one (1) year from the effective date hereof, and complete such and receive
certification from the Federation within two (2) years from the effective date hereof.
Members appointed after the effective date hereof shall be required to attend not less
than four (4) hours of classes within one (1) year from the date of such appointment
and receive certification within two (2) years from the date of such appointment. Re-
certification of all members should be required each year thereafter from initial
certification; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that failure to comply with the requirements hereof shall result in ineli-
gibility  for reappointment unless exempted by the Village Board on a case-by-case basis.

Motion:  Trustee Oppenheim

Second:  Trustee Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

The next item discussed was the repairs and improvements at Village Hall.

The time constraints on the grant for handicap accessability were questioned.  The Village Clerk was asked to
write a letter to Mr. Abate at the RC Office of Community Development seeking assurance that the grant
money is still being held for the Village.

Mayor Gorman stated that she asked the Village staff to submit letters on their needs and comments for the
Board's consideration.  Mayor Gorman also questioned moving the kitchen upstairs and the need for access-
ability.

Trustee Oppenheim assured her that accommodations would be made.

The Board members discussed sending RFP's out to architects and maintaining a firm time schedule to go for-
ward with this project including the bonding process. 

Resolution: 06-158 Village of Montebello
Title: Village Hall Repairs - Architectural RFP

 



WHEREAS, the  Village Engineer studied structural and water penetration issues at
the Village Hall, as followed by a feasability study conducted by an architect with respect to resolving these

issues, handicap access to achieve ADA compliance, and the possible reconfiguration of space utilization as
well as increasing space within the Village Hall to better serve the Village's needs; and

WHEREAS, as based upon the above, $ 610,000 was budgeted to achieve the above needs without
bumping out the office area, $ 500,000 to  be raised by bonding, $ 80,000 by a grant to improve handicap
access, and the balance of  monies  already earmarked for such purposes; and 

WHEREAS, time is of the essence to address the need to meet the aforementioned needs which have
become critical to avoid further deterioration of the building, to facilitate efficient functioning of the Village
Hall, and in order for the Village to avail itself of the grant before the right to utilize access to same is lost; and

WHEREAS, such a bare bones, no frills approach is efficient, but essential and prudent,
and in the best interest of the public.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows:

1. That a follow-up RFP be prepared and circulated within two (2) weeks amongst viable 
architectural  candidates  with  track records for fast and thorough responses and 

experience with stone buildings, in accordance with the engineering reports and
feasability study, to design bid specifications and plans to accomplish the essential
work to wit: make the building structure, including walls and porch, secure; cure
all water penetration issues, including leaks in the basement and Senior's room

leaks in the walls and ceiling, and the roof over the Senior's room, except those
addressed by the separate Village Hall drainage project; achieve ADA compliance; 
make the garage area into a habitable storage area,  possibly as preliminary

to some day using same as work space; and to maximize efficient use of the building 
interior. 

2. That architectural proposals be received in time for award at the January 17, 2007
Board meeting.

3. That the RFP make it clear that the architect must prepare final design documents
and bid specifications to facilitate an award to contractors no later than the April 
Regular Meeting of the Village Board, such that work can commence no later than on
or about June 1, 2007, with completion of the structural and the exterior water

penetration work no later than July 31, 2007, and completion of the interior 
work no later than October 1, 2007.

4. That the RFP include the requirement for the architect's active services during the
construction phase.

5. That the Village Clerk/Treasurer with the cooperation of the Village Attorney, make
contact with the Village's bonding consultant, PFA, such that preparations be made to
timely prepare to sell bonds or BAN's to fund the project.

Motion:  Trustee Oppenheim

Second:  Trustee Millman

 



Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

No one wished to speak during public comment.

The next item was a review of the two speed hump petitions received.  

The Village Board requested that the petition for Lety Lane be held until the road is accepted for dedication.

The Board reviewed the petition received for Mayer Drive and felt that it met the requirements for the number
of homeowner signatures.  The Board would like to hold a public hearing on this petition at their February 28th
meeting, all affected home owners are to be notified by mail and a traffic consultant shall determine the loca-
tion and number of speed humps to be installed.

Resolution: 06-159 Village of Montebello

Title: Public Hearing: Speed Hump Petition for Mayer Drive

BE IT RESOLVED, that the petition appearing to be sufficient on its' face, that a Public Hearing be
held for the request of installation of speed humps on Mayer Drive, between Montebello Road and East Mayer
Drive, on February 28, 2007 at 8:00 p.m., and that due notice be given in accordance with the procedures.

Motion: Trustee Oppenheim

Second: Trustee Citrin

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

The next item was a review of the proposed crash gate for the intersection of Canterbury Lane
and Viola Road submitted by Martin Spence.  The consensus of the Board was to finalize this once the roads
are dedicated.

Old and New Business:

Trustee Oppenheim discussed the Building Inspector's response to their request  regarding the conservation
easements.  The Board feels all of the easements should be assessed for any disturbance or violation.

The Village Board issued a directive to the Building Inspectors to provide them with the current conditions on
all conservation easements along with photographs and a brief description of each.

Mayor Gorman announced at this last meeting in 2006 that she will not be seeking re-election in March 2007.
Mayor Gorman stated that she would be completing a wonderful career as Mayor of this wonderful Village that
we have created.  She noted that this is not her farewell speech, she will do that in March. Mayor Gorman also
stated that she intends to inform the residents in her January newsletter article.

Mayor Gorman then wished all happy and peaceful holidays and a healthy New Year.

At 9:27 p.m. Trustee Citrin made a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss pending litigation with United
Water New York, seconded by Trustee Oppenheim.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

 



At 9:34 p.m. Trustee Citrin made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded by Trustee Millman.  Upon
vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Trustee Millman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Rainford.  Upon vote, the motion carried
unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m..  

 


