
THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF MONTEBEL-
LO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2006 AT VILLAGE HALL. THE MEETING WAS
CALLED TO ORDER AT 8:07 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

Present: Kathryn Gorman Mayor
Winsome Downie-Rainford Trustee
Jeff Oppenheim Trustee
Marc Citrin Trustee
Lance Millman Trustee

Warren Berbit Village Attorney

Recording Secretary, Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk/Treasurer

Mayor Gorman announced that the Village Attorney was delayed with an emergency at his office.

The first agenda item was a public hearing on Historic Designation of 253-257 Spook Rock Road, known as
the “Fant Farm”.

The Village Clerk/Treasurer read the legal notice into the record:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that a Public Hearing will be held by the Board of Trustees of the Village of
Montebello on Wednesday, March 15, 2006, at 8:00 p.m. local time, or as soon thereafter as the matter can be
heard, to consider the recommendation of the Historic Preservation Commission as dated February 9, 2006 that
the Village Board designate the structures, property, including the area 300 feet to the west and 200 feet to the
east of said road known as “Fant Farm”, located at 253-257 Spook Rock Road (SBL: 49.17-1-2), as a local
landmark, by operation of  195-60 of the Code of the Village of Montebello.

All members of the public and all interested parties are invited to attend and participate. The Resolution of the
Historic Preservation Commission and the application will be available for inspection and review at the Village
Office during normal working hours, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:.00 p.m.”

The Mayor confirmed with the Village Clerk/Treasurer that the legal notice was published and posted as
required by law on March 5, 2006 and that copies of the application were made available to the Board mem-
bers and the public. The Village Clerk/Treasurer stated that notice of the public hearing was also sent to: the
Historic Preservation Commission Members, Gloria Fant, DBK Construction and Center Point Engineering.

Mayor Gorman confirmed with the Trustees that they had received and read Resolution No. 06-002 of the
Historic Preservation Commission recommending historic designation of the property.
The Commission also asked that the Village Board consider designation of the caretaker's home, the barn, the
small barn, carriage home, stone walls, tall pines and environs, and the fields.  Mayor Gorman noted that the
Board Members need to revisit this Resolution during their deliberations.

At this time, the Mayor asked Village Historian, Craig Long to give a brief history of the “Fant Farm” proper-
ty.

Village Historian Craig Long began his presentation by noting that this is an exciting time to be the Village
Historian for Montebello because of the creation of the Historic Preservation Commission.  There have been
three applications submitted to the HPC thus far, one of which has completed the process and has received des-
ignation, Montebello Park, the site of the palatial mansion.



The Fant property being considered this evening is more like a country gentleman's estate, a step down from
the mansion property.  The other property under consideration by the HPC is the Johnson Farm on Viola Road
which tells another story of what the other part of what is now Montebello was, not the money part but the
farming part.  The Fant property was known as the “Winaki Farm”, named by William P. Abbott when he
resided there.  The house was constructed shortly after the Civil War, the property has a tremendous vista with
the ensemble of a country estate, magnificently restored caretaker's home and the barns.  Mr. Long also noted
that Dr. Fant was a charter member of Valley Hospital.

Neely McCormick - Member of Historic Preservation Commission - talked about the process of determining
the criteria, defining and establishing what the Commission hopes to accomplish in Montebello.  Ms.
McCormick stated that the Fant property is one of the most beautiful in the Village and that we are fortunate to
have the opportunity to preserve these beautiful architectural representations of our local history.  She went on
to say how blessed and honored we are to have the participation of the Olson family who have lived next door
to this property all of these years, dating back to the Winaki Farm period, they have really brought the property
to life through their memories and photographs.  The old wooden barns are so much a part of farming history
in the northeast, we have a particular style of barn in this area, need to make every effort to preserve these
structures.

Mayor Gorman thanked Mr. Long and Ms. McCormick and asked the Board Members if they had any ques-
tions to ask either of them.

Trustee Oppenheim asked Ms. McCormick to elaborate on the HPC's recommendation to look at additional
structures on the property.

Ms. McCormick responded that it was brought to their attention that there is a summer home behind the main
house with a fireplace with “Winaki Farm” in wrought iron on the mantel and there is an English lawn bowling
alley.

Trustee Oppenheim noted that preservation of this additional structure was not included in the original applica-
tion and not part of the HPC's deliberations on this application.
Ms. McCormick concurred with Trustee Oppenheim's statements.

Valerie Rainford - Member of Historic Preservation Commission noted that the summer house was probably
left out of  Mr. Sorrillo's application because you can't see it from the road.

At 8:21 p.m. Trustee Oppenheim made a motion to open the public hearing, seconded by Trustee Rainford .
Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Public Comment:

Doris Olson -  245 Spook Rock Road - found photo's in our attic that show some interesting things that the
Board may want to preserve if this property is designated.  Mrs. Olson passed the pictures around to the Board
Members and the audience explaining certain ones.  Some of the photos dated back to before Mrs. Olson was
born and prior to Dr. and Mrs. Fant owning the property showing formal gardens that were removed under the
Fant ownership opening up a beautiful view of the Ramapo Mountains and the golf course.  She also stated
that her father had



planted the formal gardens.

Valerie Rainford - one of the reasons the Commission wanted to protect the environs and the stone walls is
because of the pictures and stories Mrs. Olson told watching the stone walls being built and her grandfather
working on them. 

The Village Historian, Craig Long stated that he has copies of the pictures that are being shown.

Trustee Citrin asked Mrs. Olson to briefly describe her personal connection to the property. 

Mrs. Olson responded that her parents moved to the house during the depression when her father lost his job
and his house.  They had three young boys and had to find a place to live, so my father took the job as a care-
taker.  She went on to say that she was born in the farmhouse and when Mr. Abbott passed away he left her
father a little piece of property to the north that he built a home on and that is where she and her family live
now.  There were chickens on the property and her mother used to can vegetables and fruit. It was a working
farm. Her father took care of Mrs. Abbott by being her chauffeur, doing her shopping and anything else she
needed. The property looks the same now except the trees are much larger. 

Trustee Oppenheim asked Mrs. Olson about the field across the street, whether it had always laid fallow or was
it used for growing crops?

Mrs. Olson responded that they used to hay it, other than that it has always been an open field.  

Amy Rapoport - 5 Kings Gate Road - expressed her happiness about the Commission being formed and
recalled how the Comprehensive Planning Committee looked very hard at the Fant property as one of the main
entries to the Village and how it would be preserved.  She would like the Village Board to do what ever it can
to preserve those buildings and the vistas.

Peter Olson - 245 Spook Rock Road - referencing Mr. Sorrillo's letter of application for this property, just
wanted to confirm that the correct footage should be 300' feet to the west and 200' to the east.

Mr. Olson questioned if the members of the HPC had walked the property yet?

Ms. McCormick responded that they were waiting for Mr. Long to arrange it with Mrs. Fant.

No one else wishing to be heard, at 8:37 p.m. Trustee Millman made a motion to close the public hearing, sec-
onded by Trustee Oppenheim . Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

Resolution: 06-021 Village of Montebello

Title: SEQRA Determination - Designation as Local Historic Landmark
and Local Historic District for “Fant Farm”- 253-257 Spook Rock Road 

WHEREAS, the Village Board after a Public Hearing is considering according the Fant Farm (Winaki
Farm), located at 253-257 Spook Rock Road, local landmark status pursuant to   195-60 of the Code of the
Village of Montebello; and 

WHEREAS, in the opinion of the Village Planner and the Village Attorney, pursuant to the State
Environmental Quality Review Act, known as “SEQR”, Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law, and
the Regulations therefore, 6 N.Y.C.R.R. Part 617 § 617.5 ©) (19) and/or (32), thereof, such is classified as a

 



“Type II Action”, which does not require environmental review.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows:

1. That the Village Board (“the Board”), hereby declares itself to be Lead Agency for SEQRA pur-
poses for said historic designation.
2. That the Board determines that, for the forgoing reason, granting said designation represents a
Type II Action which does not necessitate environmental review as set forth in this Resolution.

Motion: Trustee Millman

Second: Trustee Citrin

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 06-022 Village of Montebello

Title: Designation of Local Landmark and Local Historic District
for 253-257 Spook Rock Road “Fant Farm”

WHEREAS, as more particularly set forth in Resolution No. 06-016, referenced as if set forth
hereinafter at length, the Board acted to schedule a Public Hearing to consider designating the Fant Estate
(Winaki Farm) and its environs, located at 253-257 Spook Rock Road, (identified as the Ramapo tax map as
49.17-1-2), as a local landmark pursuant to   195-60 of the Code of the Village of Montebello; and

WHEREAS, said action was prompted by an application to the Historic Preservation
Commission, (“HPC”) for such designation, which Commission after a public  hearing approved such designa-
tion by virtue of Resolution No. 06-002 adopted January 26, 2006; and

WHEREAS, a Public Hearing was held by the Village Board on March 15, 2006 and at the start
of said Hearing the Mayor ascertained that due notice of said Hearing was given by virtue of publication, post-
ing and mailing of Legal Notice which reads as follows:

“PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that a Public Hearing will be held by the Board of Trustees of the
Village of Montebello on Wednesday, March 15, 2006, at 8:00 p.m. local time, or as soon thereafter as the mat-
ter can be heard, to consider the recommendation of the Historic Preservation Commission as dated February
9, 2006 that the Village Board designate the structures, property, including the area 300 feet to the west and
200 feet to the east of said road known as “Fant Farm”, located at 253-257 Spook Rock Road (SBL: 49.17-1-
2), as a local landmark, by operation of  195-60 of the Code of the Village of Montebello.

All members of the public and all interested parties are invited to attend and participate. The
Resolution of the Historic Preservation Commission and the application will be available for inspection and
review at the Village Office during normal working hours, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:.00 p.m.”;
and

WHEREAS, the Mayor also ascertained that the Application and HPC Resolution was supplied
to the Village Board and made available to the Public; and

WHEREAS, the following were recorded by the Village Clerk and made a part of the record:

 



1. Legal Notice.
2. Resolution of HPC dated January 26, 2006 and cover letter dated February 9,

2006.
3.         Record before the HPC, including: application dated November 3, 2005 and

attachment as stamped in by the Chairperson on January 26, 2006, photo of                          
William P. Abbott, map dated 1910 of Winaki Farm, and cover notice letter to                          owner and
others dated January 5, 2006.

4.        Resolution No. 06-016 of the Board of Trustees.
5.        Family and historic photographs displayed by the Olson's; and

WHEREAS, the following persons gave testimony at the public hearing:

1. Craig Long, Village Historian. 
2. Neely McCormick, Member of HPC.
3. Doris Olson-245 Spook Rock Road. 
4. Peter Olson-245 Spook Rock Road. 
5. Valerie Rainford, Member of HPC. 
6. Amy Rapoport, 5 Kings Gate Road; and

WHEREAS, the property which is the subject of the application, which includes the structures
and environs 300 feet to the west and 200 feet to the east of Spook Rock Road, was recognized as worthy of
preservation in the Comprehensive Plan leading to enacting the Rural Preservation Overlay District as appear-
ing at  195-61 of the Village Code; and

WHEREAS, the Village Historian, Craig Long appeared and testified directly, and in part by
virtue of his testimony before the HPC, the salient details as follows: 

1. The structures including the main house, barn, carriage house and caretaker's cottage are
important post Victorian, gothic revival examples that are uniquely well preserved.

2. William Abbott, a wealthy lumber merchant, created the Winaki Farm encompassing the struc-
tures, their environs, and the fields across the way, which exemplifies a country gentlemen's estate of that era,
and he and his family made many contributions to Rockland County, including establishing Camp Winaki in
New City, the camp being the first year-round Boy Scouts of America (BSA) camp.

3. William Abbott died on the property in 1937.

4. Dr. David Fant, Jr., was a prominent physician born and raised in Suffern, a graduate of Suffern
High School, and a charter member of Valley Hospital, Ridgewood, N.J., he served as Chief of Staff. He pur-
chased the property in 1955 and his wife still resides there, the Fants having kept the property in pristine con-
dition.

5. By outward appearance the buildings might qualify for the National Historic Registry.

6. The hay fields across the way are an important part of the property, the vista, and the
integrated use of the property as a farm;   

and recommended that the subject structures and their environs be given local landmark desig-

 



nation; and

WHEREAS, the Applicant, Steven Sorrillo, 12 Coe Farm Road, by virtue of his testimony
before the HPC, appeared and supported his letter of application by stating in particular referring to the com-
ments made in his May 27, 2005 letter in emphasizing the visual impacts of the subject property and its envi-
rons and the importance of same to the area; and

WHEREAS, Doris Olson, 245 Spook Rock Road, by virtue of her testimony at this public hear-
ing and also before the HPC, appeared and testified that her father, August, was the caretaker of the property
from the early 1930's and she was born in the caretaker's home. The Fants gave to the Olson family a piece of
property next door adjacent to the golf course, and her father built the cottage she continues to live in today.
Mrs. Olson described the property, home, barn, caretaker's home, rock walls, and the tall pines that were plant-
ed by her father. She indicated that the property looks as it did when she grew up, including the fields across
the way which were the fields that they used to hay, which are important to the vista and feel of the property.
Mrs. Olsen offered pictures that she has of the property and structures. She added that the small barn was
known as the “Buick garage” due to Mrs. Fant's car; and 

WHEREAS, Peter Olson,  Jr. 245 Spook Rock Road, by virtue of his testimony at this public
hearing and before the HPC, appeared and testified that he grew up at the property, emphasized the beauty of
the property, the importance of the open views and fields across the way, and reported that the open “summer
home” in back was built over the English bowling green, and that there is a stone fireplace inside with the
original “Winaki” name in wrought iron set into the mantle. He also reported that original messages and notes
are still written on the barn's beams. He also mentioned that Dr. Fant kept sheep on the property; and

WHEREAS, Neely McCormick and Valerie Rainford, members of the HPC, testified as to the
importance and beauty of the property, including the well preserved barn and vistas, and the importance of its
connection to the Boy Scouts of America; and

WHEREAS, Amy Rapoport, 5 Kings Gate Road, expressed great support for the work of the
HPC and designation of this important property to preserve the building and the vista; and

WHEREAS, the contract vendee of the property has embraced the Overlay designation by
showing potential dedication of the fields to the Village on the hypothetical plan; and

WHEREAS, after no more persons wished to speak, the public portion of the Public Hearing
was closed at 8:37 p.m.; and

WHEREAS, the Village Board duly deliberated in public.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board finds as follows:

1. That the legislative findings of the Village Board in association with the Comprehensive
Plan and in enacting the local law establishing the Rural Preservation Overlay District represents tacit support
for a determination that such property meets the criteria for designation of local landmarks.  

2. That even absent the above, the Board finds that each and all of the following criteria
have been met for the reasons stated:

2a. With respect to the criterion that the subject is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history of the Village of Montebello, Rockland County,
the Hudson River Valley region, New York State or the United States of America, it concludes that the subject

 



property is associated with such events due to the contributions made by William Abbott, a lumber mogul, who
founded the Winaki Farm and established the first year-round BSA camp in New City, and Dr. David Fant, Jr.,
a prominent physician and founder of Valley Hospital who was born and raised in Suffern. In addition, the
structures viewed as an integrated whole with their environs gives an important view of and glimpse of the
lives of the persons living in Rockland County in the era of a gentleman's farm.

2b. With respect to the criterion that the subject is associated with the lives of per-
sons significant in our past, it concludes that such as is the case as set forth in criterion #1.

2c. With respect to the criterion that the subject embodies the distinctive characteris-
tics of a type, period or method of construction or that represents the work of a master or that possesses high
artistic values or that represents a significant or distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual
distinction, it concludes that the criterion is met because all the structures are extremely well preserved post
Victorian, gothic revival examples, and barns of this type have become rare and unusual in New York State and
Rockland County.

2d. With respect to the criterion that the subject has yielded or may be likely to yield
information important to prehistory or history, it concludes that such is true with respect to history because of
the two main families that occupied the structures and in furtherance yielded about how the County of
Rockland evolved during that period, and the history of the character and nature of life at that time.

2e. With respect to the criterion that because of unique location or singular physical
characteristic, the subject represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood in which it
is situated, it concludes that the structures and environs are uniquely recognized including the home, caretak-
er's home, carriage house, barn, tall pines, rock walls and fields across the way.

2f. That the environs of the buildings are essential to maintaining the character and
appearance, as the entire property was utilized with buildings as an integrated whole, and necessary to preserve
the associated viewshed; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as follows:

1. That notice of the designation contained herein be given to the Planning Board, ARB,
HPC, Building Inspector, and ZBA, such that the entire property encompassed up to 300' west and 200' east of
Spook Rock Road including the home, caretaker's home, barn, small barn, carriage house, stone walls, and tall
pines and environs and fields across the way be granted historic landmark designation.

2. That, more particularly, in addition to any other requirements which must be met in the
Overlay District, the subject property including the home, caretaker's home, barn, small barn, carriage house,
stone walls, and tall pines and environs and fields across the way shall be subject to the HPC Certificate of
Appropriateness Application Procedure as set forth in Article XI (2) (K) of the Zoning Local Law, and that
approvals shall be subject to issuance of said Certificate.

3. That the HPC act timely as required by Article XI, and as consistent with the processing
of the application before the Planning Board.

4. That after hearing from original occupants of the caretaker's home that there is another
historic structure on the property, an open structure known as the “summer home” that includes a English
bowling green with a stone fireplace which is not technically part of this application and should the subject
property come before the Planning Board, the Board should be made aware of this additional important struc-

 



ture and is hereby urged to make every effort to preserve same if possible even if it is necessary to compensate
the applicant in some fashion in return for the willingness to preserve this structure.

Motion: Trustee Oppenheim

Second: Trustee Downie-Rainford

Discussion:

Trustee Citrin stated that it is a magnificent property and he feels that it is the general consensus of the
room that any action taken tonight is important to preserve the history of the Village of Montebello. Trustee
Citrin also learned at a Planning Board meeting that the developer is willing to preserve the bowling green and
the summer home. He commended Mr. Sorrillo and the members of the HPC and thanked the Olson's for
attending the meetings. Trustee Citrin noted that he is looking forward to other properties being designated.

Trustee Millman thanked Steve Sorrillo for making application for this properties designation, and the
members of the HPC for doing a wonderful job in finding out everything and anything about this property to
keep the vistas and the important factors of this piece for generation to come.  He thanked the Olson's for shar-
ing their time with the Boards.  Trustee Millman hoped that going forward we would continue to preserve the
vistas, buildings and barns. 

Trustee Rainford thanked Amy Rapoport for being an integral part of the Comprehensive Plan effort, at
that time we recognized this was a very critical piece of property that needed to be preserved.  Trustee
Rainford thanked Mr. Sorrillo for making this application, the HPC members for all of their good work, the
Village Historian and the Olson's for all of the photographs and bringing the whole thing to life.

Trustee Oppenheim thanked Mr. Sorrillo for bringing the flaw in our Code to our attention. In the Rural
Preservation Overlay section the structures that are 300' to the west and 200' to the east are preserved but there
is no mechanism for it.  The Village Board is going to implement a methodology to be certain in the future that
this is handled.  Trustee Oppenheim went on to say that this is just the beginning, the property that is being
proposed to be developed behind the preservation areas has to be closely monitored, driveway locations and
the impairment of stone walls could affect our preservation efforts.  Trustee Oppenheim would like to see the
field dedicated to the Village for parkland to be preserved forever.

Mayor Gorman congratulated the private citizens, elected officials, appointed officials, and friends all
who have made Montebello what it is today and what it will continue to be. The Rockland County Historical
Society presented the Village of Montebello with an award some years ago recognizing us for trying very hard
to acknowledge where we've come from, we strive to keep history a very vibrant subject of our community. A
wonderful time line has been preserved by the Olson family, the Indian Rock was saved in the Indian Rock
Shopping Center, which is a significant landmark to our American Indian heritage. When you look at our street
scapes, our rock walls, our fences, our enormous and wonderful stands of trees that have taken forever to grow
and grace us with their presence, we really do a good job in the Village in preserving what is important.   

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Public Comment:

Per Bentsen - 36 E. Mayer Dr. - requested an update on the Golf Course Brook?
Trustee Oppenheim responded that there are two issues, the Village applied for a DEC grant which was

declined in January but is being reconsidered with a response time this summer. He has spoken with the DEC

 



and they have recommended an alternative of using a high flow diversion pipe.  Trustee Oppenheim assured
Mr. Bentsen that they have not given up, but have to wait for the second phase of grant awards.

Jeff Lubinsky - 260 Spook Rock Rd. - stated he lives south of the “Fant” field asked about the proce-
dure for when the property gets developed.  Concerned about the “hump”on Spook Rock Road that impairs
sight distance.

Trustee Citrin responded that the Planning Board gets directly involved in the site application, there are
various reviews that take place such as traffic, water and the public has an opportunity to express their con-
cerns.  The Planning Board decides if an EIS (Environmental Impact Statement) is required and adjoining
properties are notified of the public hearings.

R. Scandura - 11 Mayer Dr. - reiterated that nothing has been done to calm the traffic and speeding as
discussed at the traffic summit on December 9, 2005, and that it is getting increasingly worse.  Attended the
February 14th Planning Board meeting, 280 more cars will come with these developments, no lights, no side-
walks.

Trustee Oppenheim responded that we are facing a big problem with traffic, addition of 80 -90 homes
with other three properties being developed.  The Village has hired a traffic safety engineer to look at signage
for the Montebello Pines subdivision, we are working on police enforcement, have personally met with
Superintendent McNaughton and members of the school board, high school seniors caught speeding will lose
their parking privileges beginning in September.  Trustee Oppenheim noted that it requires persistent vigilance.

Trustee Citrin asked Mrs. Scandura if she was in favor of STOP signs?

Mrs. Scandura responded that STOP signs are not the solution.

Mrs. Scandura also talked about litter and garbage on areas where there are no homes.

Trustee Rainford reminded everyone that Montebello Clean Up Day is being held on April 22nd and
invited all to pitch in and volunteer.

Resolution: 06-023 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Minutes

BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 15, 2006 be and are hereby
approved.

Motion: Trustee Citrin

Second: Trustee Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 06-024 Village of Montebello

Title: Traffic Study

WHEREAS, at the direction of the Village Board in furtherance of Resolution No. 06-011,

 



RFP's were sent to traffic engineers to obtain proposals to study traffic conditions within Montebello Pines,
and to make recommendations with respect to regulating same; and

WHEREAS, responses were received only from the following:

1. Howard Lampert, P.E.2/13/06 $125/hr not to exceed $1,000; approx. one month to complete; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Lampert is known to the Village as an experienced and able engineering con-
sultant, and the proposal appears reasonable.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Proposal of Howard Lampert, P.E. dated 2/13/06,
referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be appended to the Minutes hereof, be and
hereby is accepted, and a sum not to exceed $1,000 authorized to be expended therefore, said Proposal, this
Resolution and Resolution No. 06-011, together, to form the agreement between the parties.

Motion: Trustee Oppenheim

Second: Trustee Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 06-025 Village of Montebello

Title: Deborah Wellstead
Building Permit Refund

WHEREAS, an application for a building permit was submitted on September 18, 2001 for an
addition of a in-ground pool to a one family dwelling belonging to Deborah Wellstead of 60 Viola Road; and

WHEREAS, a fee of $451.00 was paid in association with said application and the Building
Department studied the plans and specifications and issued a building permit on September 20, 2001; and

WHEREAS, the applicant has submitted a letter dated February 21, 2006 stating she did not go
forward with the construction and requesting a refund for the building permit fee in the amount of one half of
the original permit fee; and

WHEREAS, there appears to be no obligation to return said fee, but it appears reasonable and
equitable that such occur in the circumstances, less the cost associated with processing the application and
administering the building permit reasonably estimated at $225.50 including the time of the Building Inspector
and Clerk to the Building Department in reviewing said application and plans, and Village Clerk/Treasurer and
the Village Attorney in conjunction with the application for a refund.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that for the reasons set forth above, the sum of $225.50 be
refunded to the applicant, representing the fee originally paid to the Village, less its estimated costs associated
with said Building Permit application.

Motion: Trustee Citrin

Second: Trustee Millman

 



Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 06-026 Village of Montebello

Title: Accept Proposal of Stearns & Wheler LLC for Follow Up Storm Water Compliance

WHEREAS, by operation of Resolution Nos. 02-138, 04-067, and 05-057 the services of
Stearns & Wheler, LLC were obtained to prepare a Storm Water Management Plan (USEPA Phase II
Compliance Plan), to prepare and file with the NYS DEC a Notice of Intent (“NOI”) and for follow up servic-
es; and

WHEREAS, by a proposal dated February 15, 2006, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true
copy of which shall be appended to the Minutes hereof, Stearns & Wheler proposes for a fee of $4,000 per-
forming necessary follow up services, including preparing a list of actions to be taken in the March 2006 to
March 2007 time frame in furtherance of the Plan, preparing a yearly report to be filed with the NYS DEC,
and preparing a list of proposed actions to be taken in the next year, all as more particularly described in the
Proposal; and

WHEREAS, it appears that such services are necessary to remain in compliance with the need
to manage storm water, and it appears reasonable and prudent that such continue to be obtained from Stearns &
Wheler, LLC.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the referenced Proposal of Stearns & Wheler be and
hereby is accepted, and the sum of $4,000 authorized to be expended to fund said services.

Motion: Trustee Millman

Second: Trustee Citrin

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 06-027 Village of Montebello

Title: Audit Services

WHEREAS, the Village Clerk/Treasurer sent out letters to independent auditing firms request-
ing proposals to audit the Village's books and records and to provide audited financial statements and a man-
agement suggestion letter for one year and three year periods; and

WHEREAS, the following firms responded with proposals at the costs indicated:

2005 2006 2007

Nugent & Haeussler, P.C. $16,800 $17,300 $17,800
Bennett, Kielson, Storch, & DeSantis $18,000 $18,500 $19,000
Vanacore DeBenedictus DiGovanni & Weddell $20,000 $21,000 $22,000
Korn, Rosenbaum, Phillips & Jauntig $9,000 $9,500 $10,000 

;and

WHEREAS, after due deliberation, the Village Board believes the firm of Korn, Rosenbaum,

 



Phillips & Jauntig should be retained to perform the audit for 2005, 2006 and 2007 as more particularly set
forth in their proposal dated February 10, 2006 referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall
be appended to the Minutes hereof.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the firm of Korn, Rosenbaum, Phillips & Jauntig be
retained to audit Fiscal Year's 2005, 2006, 2007 as per the fees stated in their proposal as aforementioned.

Motion: Trustee Millman

Second: Trustee Oppenheim

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 06-028 Village of Montebello

Title: Joint Village Litigation Re: Town's Comprehensive Plan and ASHL

BE IT RESOLVED, for reasons discussed by virtue of Executive Session and Attorney-Client
privilege, that in conjunction with the other Villages, authority is hereby granted for Zarin & Steinmetz to pro-
ceed with perfecting the appeal of the ASHL lawsuit, the Village's contribution towards which shall not exceed
$5,000 with respect to Legal fees, plus a pro-rata share of expenses.

Motion: Trustee Citrin
Second: Trustee Downie-Rainford

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 06-029 Village of Montebello

Title: Traffic Regulation of Indian Rock Village

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Indian Rock Village Home Owners Association
adopted a resolution at their regular meeting on November 10, 2005 requesting that the Village of Montebello,
pursuant to Vehicle and Traffic Law (“VTL”)  1640-a , “adopt a local law or ordinance to designate, regulate
and enforce speed limits, stop signs, fire zones and other traffic safety on the private streets and roadways and
parking areas of Indian Rock Village”; and

WHEREAS, said Board made application to the Village seeking that it act pursuant to VTL
1640-a; and

WHEREAS, VTL 1640-a states in pertinent part the legislative body of any city or village, with
respect to the parking areas, driveways, and private streets or roadways of a private apartment house complex,
private condominium complex, or cooperative apartment complex, and pursuant to the written request of the
owner or the person in general charge of the operation and control of such area, may, by local law or ordi-
nance:

1. Order stop signs, flashing signals or yield signs erected at specified entrance or exit locations to any
such area or designate any intersection in such area as a stop intersection or as a yield intersection and order



like signs or signals at one or more entrances to such intersection.

2. Regulate traffic in any such area, including regulation by means of traffic-control signals.

2-a. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 1643 to the contrary, establish maximum speed limits
in any such area at not less then fifteen miles per hour. 

3. Prohibit or regulate the turning of vehicles or specific types of vehicles at intersections or other
designated locations in any such area.

4. Regulate the crossing of any roadway in any such area by pedestrians.

5. Designate any separate roadway in any such area for one-way traffic.

6. Prohibit, regulate, restrict, or limit the stopping, standing, or parking of vehicles in specific
areas of any such area.

7. Designate safety zones in any such area.

8. Provide for the removal and storage of vehicles parked or abandoned in any such area during
snowstorms, floods, fires or other public emergencies, or found unattended in any such area, (1) where they
constitute an obstruction to traffic or (2) where stopping, standing or parking is prohibited, and for the of rea-
sonable charges for such removal and storage by the owner or operator of any such vehicle.

9. Adopt such additional reasonable rules and regulations with respect to traffic and parking in any
such area as local conditions may require for the safety and convenience of the public or of the users of any
such area.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board shall hold a workshop meeting with
the Board of Directors of Indian Rock Village and other relevant traffic safety personnel and Highway
Department officers for the purpose of considering the drafting of a Local Law that will designate, regulate and
enforce speed limits, stop signs, fire zones and other traffic safety on the private streets and roadways and
parking areas of Indian Rock Village, pursuant to Vehicle and Traffic Law Section 1640-a; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, assuming that the outcome of the workshop is that a consensus
of the Village Board favor such an approach, that a public hearing on the proposed Law shall be held as soon
thereafter as the Law is prepared and a public hearing on same may be lawfully held.

Motion: Trustee Oppenheim

Second: Trustee Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 06-030 Village of Montebello

Title: Amending Resolution No. 05-177

BE IT RESOLVED, that Resolution No. 05-177, entitled Approval of Abstract and Schedule of
Claims, dated November 14, 2005 be and hereby is amended to reflect a change in the total amount of claims



from $130,861.52 to $123,864.20.

Motion: Trustee Oppenheim

Second: Trustee Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 06-031 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of PA System

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to the rationale set forth therein, that Parks Commission
Resolution No. 02-2006, referred as if set forth hereinafter in it's entirely, a true copy of which shall be
appended to the Minutes hereof, be ratified, thus authorizing the purchase of a Fender 250 Watt PA System for
use at Village Hall Park from MusicansFriend.com at a cost of $1,059.97.

Motion: Trustee Millman

Second: Trustee Oppenheim

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 06-032 Village of Montebello

Title: Parks Commission Expenditure

BE IT RESOLVED, at the request of the Parks Commission, that authority is hereby granted to
enter into a contract with the Rockland County Concert Band, Inc., to perform at the music concert on August
10, 2006, at a cost of $750, and said sum authorized to be expended, as more particularly set forth in a contract
dated February 9, 2006, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, a true copy of which shall be appended to the
Minutes hereof.

Motion: Trustee Downie-Rainford

Second: Trustee Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 06-033 Village of Montebello

Title: Arborist Services

WHEREAS, a request for proposal (“RFP”) was sent out to arborists to maintain the woody
shrubs and trees at the Village Hall property for the 2006 growing season, and to provide the services of a cer-
tified arborist on an hourly basis as needed in conjunction with the Village Tree Law; and

WHEREAS, proposals were received from Ira Wickes Arborists, who has provided such servic-
es in the past, and from Bartlett Tree Experts, referenced as if set forth hereinafter, true copies of which shall
be appended to the Minutes hereof; and



WHEREAS, Wickes proposes 6 monthly visits under it's “Arbor Watch” program, which con-
sists of inspections, application of certain insecticides, and cultural pruning as needed, and light feeding, but
not fertilization, as more particularly described in the Proposal at a cost of $1,110; and

WHEREAS, Bartlett proposes a pest management program of 7 monthly treatments at a total
cost of $1,435, plus general tree work, treating the large oak with slow-release fertilization, and generally treat-
ing the trees and woody shrubs with slow release fertilization at cost of $300, $225 and $750, respectively, for
a total cost of $2,710; and

WHEREAS, Bartlett proposes suppling a certified arborist at an hourly rate of $90, and Wickes
at rates of $100 or $75 as a function of the certifications desired; and

WHEREAS, as based upon a prior proposal, it is apparent that Wickes is also capable of provid-
ing additional services at extra cost; and

WHEREAS, after deliberation in public, the Board concludes that the proposal of Ira Wickes
Arborists better suits the intent of the Board; and

WHEREAS, irrespective which arborist performs the services at the Village Hall, it is prudent to
retain each for hourly services on an as needed basis due to potential conflicts, especially since Wickes actively
performs tree work in the community.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Proposal of Ira Wickes Arborists at a cost for the
season of $1,110 be accepted for the 2006 growing season; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that both Wickes and Bartlett be retained as certified arborists
on an on-call as needed basis to be paid hourly according to the rates set forth above, the latter assuming that it
is willing to so serve irrespective that the Village Hall contract was not awarded to it.

Motion: Trustee Oppenheim

Second: Trustee Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 06-034 Village of Montebello

Title: Approval of Abstract and Schedule of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated March 15, 2006 and totaling
$100,062.43 are hereby approved and the claims listed thereon shall be paid.

Motion: Trustee Citrin

Second: Trustee Downie-Rainford

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Resolution: 06-035 Village of Montebello

 



Title: Stipend Increase for Village Historian

WHEREAS, the annual stipend for the Village Historian, Craig Long, has been maintained at
$300 for a number of years; and

WHEREAS, the creation of the Historic Preservation Commission (“HPC”) and the Village's
associated law establishing a procedure for designating local historic landmarks and historic districts, has
yielded applications to the HPC and Village Board, and associated research preparation and appearances at
evening meetings greatly increasing the time and demand placed upon the Village Historian and, as a conse-
quence, the Mayor recommends increasing the stipend to $1,000 retroactive to January 1, 2006; and

WHEREAS, said increase appears reasonable and well justified in the circumstances.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the stipend for the Village Historian, Craig Long, be
increased to $1,000 for the calendar year 2006.

Motion: Trustee Oppenheim

Second: Trustee Millman

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously.

Public Comment:

Amy Rapoport - reminded the Board that the traffic study being done for the Montebello Pines subdivi-
sion should include traffic calming.  Attended the Planning Board discussion about the wetlands permit for the
Weinberg subdivision there is no delineation for the rockwall.

Trustee Oppenheim responded that it could act as filtration, but will have Mr. Geneslaw look into it,
there cannot be an adverse impact.

Trustee Oppenheim noted that the large sign on the Town's new open space acquisition on the corner of
Spook Rock and Grandview has been changed as requested by the Village Board.

Trustee Millman would like the Board to consider a recording secretary for the Parks Commission.

Trustee Citrin requested that the Canterbury and Viola closure be placed on the next agenda for discus-
sion and would like to study closing Canterbury at Oxford instead.

The Board discussed this matter and decided to hold a workshop at 7 p.m. on April 19, 2006 before the
regular monthly Board meeting.

Trustee Citrin made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Rainford.  Upon vote, the motion carried
unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 10:22  p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

______________________________



Debra Mastroeni, Village Clerk

Note: A stenographic transcript of the Public Hearing is available
in the Office of the Village Clerk/Treasurer.

 


