
VILLAGE OF MONTEBELLO
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD
JULY 10, 2007

The Village of Montebello Architectural Review Board (ARB) was called to order by the Chairman, Al Rubin
at 9:28 p.m. on Tuesday, July 10, 2007 The meeting was held at Village Hall, One Montebello Road, in the
Village of Montebello, NY 10901.

PRESENT OTHERS
Al Rubin, Chairman Robert Geneslaw, Planner
Jane Burke Martin Spence, Engineer
Michael Iatropoulos William Pfaff, AIA, Consulting Architect
Barry Krane Carol Adduce, Clerk
Ira Emanuel, Attorney

ABSENT
Peter Crotty, Alternate 
George Tonelli

Motion to approve the May 8, 2007 minutes.

MOTION: Michael Iatropoulos

SECOND: Barry Krane

VOTE:Unanimously accepted.

Info USA - Public Hearing Continued
Site Plan

Application of Info USA, Inc., 5711 South 86th Circle, PO Box 27347, Omaha, Nebraska 68127 for architec-
tural review of a Site Plan entitled “Preliminary Site Plan for Info USA” consisting of 1 lot from 6.3620 +/-
acres located on the south side of Rella Boulevard and the east side of North Airmont Road in the Village of
Montebello, which is known and designated on the Ramapo Tax Map as Section 55.08 Block 1, Lot 9 in a
LOC Zone.

Present: Michael Klein, Esq.
Joseph Caruso, PE
Anthony Genovese, Architect

Mr. Genovese stated at the last meeting there was discussion regarding the possibility of a stonewall in front of
the building and generating a space for some gathering and also a place for a flag pole.  He then presented four
renderings of what can be seen from Airmont Road in different directions.

VILLAGE OF MONTEBELLO
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD

JULY 10, 2007

 



Member Burke stated that the renderings show an interior wall, last month we were discussing an entry wall
along Airmont Road into Rella Boulevard, on both sides of Rella Boulevard with some shrubs.  She also stated
that the telephone poles should be removed since all the wiring is underground.

Mr. Geneslaw stated that he hoped there would be continuity between building on all of its properties.  Mr.
Geneslaw stated that he will review the Comprehensive Plan to see if there are any guidelines.

Member Iatropoulos reminded the applicant that this is the entrance to the Village.

Chairman Rubin stated that there is a lot of lawn and a lot of opportunity to do some landscape architecture,
garden opportunities, an entry wall with landscaping; something that makes a statement.  He also asked that the
applicant save as many of the large trees as possible.

Member Krane was concerned with the view of the building and the visual impact of this modern blue glass
and silver building on the rest of the visual look of the Village.

Member Burke asked since the basin is in the front, can there be some mitigation with landscaping?

Mr. Caruso stated with permission of the Board, they could leave the reserved parking area in its natural state
and maintain the entire buffer.

Member Burke stated before making a decision she thinks there should be a tree plan to see exactly what is in
the buffer.

Chairman Rubin asked how many feet is there between the drainage basin and Airmont Road?

Mr. Caruso stated 100 feet.

Chairman Rubin asked the applicant to see how many trees could be saved that are pre-existing and what type
of plants and ornamental flowers can be planted; something that will make a statement.  He said there should
be some consideration given to soften the look.

Member Iatropoulos asked if the area could be flagged so the Board could have a site walk.

Chairman Rubin stated that the Board could walk the site before their workshop meeting on Tuesday, August 7,
2007 at 6:30 p.m.

Amy Rapoport, 5 Kings Gate Road, asked if this was the time for the Board to give the applicant direction,
because she thinks it is a good idea not to have a cookie cutter look.  She thinks having something reflective of
the area, not necessarily stone but something that also reflects the natural environment.  She said she personal-
ly likes the Avon Building in Suffern, because it does reflect the sky and trees, etc.  She also would like the
wall extended across the whole frontage on either side of Rella Boulevard and perhaps a clock tower in the
middle somewhere.

Thomas Campbell, 21 River Road, stated that the design of the building is very nice, and it will give the com-
pany identity, but this entrance looks like it could be anywhere; it does not look like rural northeast United
States.  He said the Village Hall does set the tone, this is really our “town square”.  He said that the whole
front entrance should have a stonewall because all of the roads have stonewalls and this, at one time probably
had a stonewall and it was removed; it should be put back, this is our opportunity to tie everything together.

 



He said the clock tower; something in the center made of stone; something that ties this together.  He said once
you get into the office park, that could be unique as long as it is screened and the front of the property looks
like rural Montebello.

Josephine Bracken, 3 East Place, stated that she agrees with Mr. Campbell regarding the front of the property.
Ms. Bracken stated that there was talk about the Avon building in Suffern and her personal opinion is that
while it is a beautiful building; it does not belong there.  Ms Bracken stated that she finds it jarring and offen-
sive and from what she sees in the renderings, this building probably should not be here either, because the
Village has a certain feeling about it and that is what they are trying to preserve.  She said that she finds
extreme modern architecture just does not cut it and there are other types of architecture that is more charming
and would harmonize with the rest of the Village.

Dave Whalen, Spook Rock Road, stated maybe the building could be a color that blends in with the surround-
ings.

Chairman Rubin requested that the applicant submit a landscaping plan for the next meeting.

Fant Subdivision 
Architectural Review Board

Application of Gloria Leddy Fant, 253 Spook Rock Road, Suffern, New York 10901 for architectural review of
an 18 Lot Subdivision entitled “Fant Property” consisting of 18 lots from 32.94 +/- acres located on the east
and west side of Spook Rock Road approximately 800 feet north of Carlton Road in the Village of Montebello,
which is known and designated on the Ramapo Tax Map as Section 49.17 Block 1 Lot 2 in a RR-50 Zone.

Present: Marsel Amona, Applicant
Michael Klein

Mr. Pfaff submitted an architectural design guideline, which includes the preservation of open space, the exist-
ing buildings to be preserved, the new subdivision of single family homes and the goal of the architectural
design guidelines as to what is acceptable and what is not.

Chairman Rubin requested that the applicant and the Board review the guidelines for the next meeting.


