
The Village of Montebello Architectural Review Board meeting was called to order by the Chairman, Al Rubin
at 8:15 p.m. on Tuesday, April 17, 2007.  The meeting was held at Village Hall, One Montebello Road, in the
Village of Montebello, New York 10901.

PRESENT OTHERS
Al Rubin, Chairman Ira Emanuel, Assistant Village Attorney
Jane Burke William Pfaff, Architect
Michael Iatropoulos Carol Adduce, Clerk
George Tonelli
Peter Crotty, sitting by designation

ABSENT
Barry Krane
Eve Mancuso, Engineer
Robert Geneslaw, Village Planner

Motion to approve the March 13, 2007 minutes.

MOTION: Michael Iatropoulos

SECOND: Peter Crotty

VOTE:Unanimously accepted.
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Application of Rio Vista of Montebello, 212 Orange Avenue, PO Box 627, Suffern, NY for final approval of
20 homes on a 22 lot subdivision and final  site plan entitled Rio Vista Montebello, Inc., consisting of 17.467
+/- acres located on the northerly side of Montebello Road approximately 50 feet north of Hemion Road in the
Village of Montebello, which is known and designated on the Ramapo Tax Map as Section 48.18 Block 2 Lot
1 in an LO-C (EP) Zone

Present: Larry Turco, Applicant
Tom LiPuma, Applicant
Fred Klink, Architect

Members of the Historical Preservation Committee (HPC):
Josephine Bracken, Chairperson
Hannalore Renud
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Valerie Rainford

Mr. Pfaff reviewed his memo of April 17, 2007 (appended) which explains what took place at the meeting with
the applicants and the plans presented are a result of that meeting.  One of the things that was discussed is
making the two smaller units at the entrance look more like carriage houses by proposing a gable roof for these
two units instead of a hip roof.

Hanelore Renud stated that she is interested in seeing some of the materials prior to workshop.

Valerie Rainford stated that she thinks the applicant has done a nice job.  However, she feels that having the
two front units different from the rest might be a step backwards.  She said in previous conversations, she
thought that all of the buildings were to have a similar look, but  also compliment each other.

Josephine Bracken stated that she did not think that the smaller units looked that much different other than the
different roofs.  She also feels that there should not be a tremendous amount of difference between the units
because people who are buying these units probably would not like to feel that their house did not look quite as
elegant as the houses that you see when you first come in. Everything should harmonize with another and she
thinks there should not be too much emphasis on difference.
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Mr. Turco stated that there has been a lot of dialogue between architects, the HPC and the Board and requested
that there be one representative that will be in contact with everyone and get back to him so their ideas can be
evaluated.

Hannelore Renud was concerned with so many columns in the rear of the buildings.  It has always been of the
main objections of the committee.

Mr. LiPuma stated that is based on the architectural calculations.

Member Tonelli stated that he prefers the hip roof rather than the gable roof because it softens the look of the
buildings.

Member Burke stated that she liked the original garage doors to be changed and likes the stone instead of the
brick.

Mr. LiPuma stated that they have selected a natural stone veneer, stucco, brick combination.  The brick is simi-
lar in color to what is on the mansion.

Chairman Rubin stated that it appears everything is consistent with the trim and finishing materials all around
the building; stone as part of the building would be very desirable and would be in keeping with the look of the
Village; the window grills are desirable and the Board would like the garages to be illustrated as they are being
proposed.

Josephine Bracken stated that it is hard to visualize and feels that there should be a small three dimensional



mock up of what these buildings would look like in order to see what the materials and colors will look like.
She said color and textures on the buildings are so important.

Valerie Rainford made a suggestion to put the plan on the website like they did originally.  She said it was very
detailed and it helped because they could move things around and change colors and this was very helpful in
visualizing things.

Chairman Rubin stated that he does not think you can get down to every level of detail.  The only thing that
can be done is to create the opportunity of approving a concept that is appropriate and the materials that are
going to be used are appropriate.

Member Iatropoulos stated that he thinks a digital visualization would be very helpful.

Member Burke stated that she feels the windows on the sides of the building (right and left elevations) are too
small and would like them to be bigger.
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Chairman Rubin requested for the workshop meeting of May 1, 2007 that the applicant provide, to the mem-
bers of the HPC and the Planning Board, a package of information that includes detailed alternatives that were
discussed and bring in samples of the materials.

Thomas Campbell, 21 River Road stated that he likes the plan and the stone design.  He said that he is really
looking for the landscape plan.  Mr. Campbell said he has seen the pictures and is most concerned for the view
DSCN1543.

Josephine Bracken stated that the backs of the buildings will be seen from Mayer Drive and she feels there
should be landscaping to buffer the view from Mayer Drive.  She also asked who do you go to to make sure
that the promises made will be done.

Mr. Emanuel stated you have to go to the Building Inspector.

Motion to continue the public hearing at the May 8, 2007 meeting.

MOTION: Jane Burke

SECOND: George Tonelli

VOTE:Unanimously accepted.

 


