
VILLAGE OF MONTEBELLO
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD

MARCH 13, 2007

The Village of Montebello Architectural Review Board (ARB) was called to order by the Chairman, Al Rubin
at 10:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 13, 2007.  The meeting was held at Village Hall, One Montebello Road, in
the Village of Montebello, NY 10901.

PRESENT OTHERS
Al Rubin, Chairman Eve Mancuso, Brooker Engineering
Jane Burke Robert Geneslaw, Village Planner
Michael Iatropoulos Ira Emanuel, Assistant Village Attorney
Barry Krane Carol Adduce, Clerk
Peter Crotty

ABSENT
George Tonelli

Motion to approve the February 13, 2007 minutes.

MOTION: Michael Iatropoulos

SECOND: Jane Burke

VOTE:Unanimously accepted.

Rio Vista of Montebello - Public Hearing Continued
Architectural Review

Application of Rio Vista of Montebello, 212 Orange Avenue, PO Box 627, Suffern, NY for final approval of
20 homes on a 22 lot subdivision and final  site plan entitled Rio Vista Montebello, Inc., consisting of 17.467
+/- acres located on the northerly side of Montebello Road approximately 50 feet north of Hemion Road in the
Village of Montebello, which is known and designated on the Ramapo Tax Map as Section 48.18 Block 2 Lot
1 in an LO-C (EP) Zone

Present: Larry Turco, Applicant
Tom LiPuma, Applicant
Fred Klink, Architect

Mr. LiPuma stated that they have had two meetings with their architect, Mr. Klink, Mr. Geneslaw and Mr.
Pfaff, the Village's Architect.  He said they met at the Mansion and at the Rio Vista of Mahwah to look at the
homes and to see the different color bricks and materials that were used there.  He said they will update the
architectural plans which will represent some of the changes.  He then  showed the Board some samples of the
roof shingles, three different colors of brick and stucco.  Mr. LiPuma said they would like to do different com-
binations of brick and stone.

Mr. Pfaff gave a brief review of his memos dated March 9, 2007 and March 12, 2007 (appended).

Mr. Rubin stated at the next meeting there will be more renderings to see. 

 



Mr. LiPuma stated for the next meeting they are transferring everything into an auto clad which will enable
them to manipulate the designs and elevations.  He said you will be able to see everything to scale and you
will be able to see different combinations of stone, brick and stucco.

Motion to adjourn to the next meeting of April 17, 2007.

MOTION: Al Rubin

SECOND: Michael Iatropoulos

VOTE:Unanimously accepted.

Fant Subdivision - Public Hearing Continued
Preliminary Plat

Application of Gloria Leddy Fant, 253 Spook Rock Road, Suffern, New York 10901 for approval of an 18 Lot
Preliminary Subdivision entitled “Fant Property” consisting of 18 lots from 32.94 +/- acres located on the east
and west side of Spook Rock Road approximately 800 feet north of Carlton Road in the Village of Montebello,
which is known and designated on the Ramapo Tax Map as Section 49.17 Block 1 Lot 2 in a RR-50 Zone.

Present: Marcel Amona, Applicant
Stuart Strow, PLLC
Michael Klein, Esq.
John Lange of Frederich P. Clark & Associates

Mr. Pfaff stated that he has not prepared anything yet for the Board to review, but he did visit the property and
neighboring properties.

Mr. Rubin stated that one of the things that was discussed as a general review process is that it is obvious from
the photographs that there is very little visibility for the most of the lots here.  He said the major objective
would be the first lot that is seen on the southbound side as you come down Spook Rock Road and the compat-
ibility with the preexisting historical homes that are there and how to make it not the same, but not to compro-
mise the field and look and enhance how this would schematically fit it in.  He said the homes between the
existing house and barn will be barely visible but the color and height of the homes in back, should be softened
to identify more with the homes in the front, which are historical and should not eradicate the view or the visi-
bility or importance of the barn and existing homes in front.  He said the homes in back will not be seen from
Spook Rock Road and will have less impact architecturally than homes that will be seen from the road.

Mr. Iatropoulos stated that lots 1, 15, 12, 11 and 10 are the ones visually that need architectural input.

Mr. Pfaff stated that architecturally there are certain characteristics that could follow through the development
with some consistency.

Mr. Rubin stated, personally, he wants to first protect the historical nature of the site.  He said he would rather
not mandate it, but would like the builder to choose a more thematic approach and continue some of the con-
cepts that are so beautifully identified on the frontal portion of the property.

 



Mr. Klein stated he believes the statue is to preserve the view shed from Spook Rock Road.

Mr. Rubin stated that he agreed with Mr. Klein and does not want to set artificial limits, but if the builder could
pick up and identify some of the beautiful aspects and repeat it throughout it would be very nice, but he would
rather not mandate it.

The public hearing was opened.

Doris Olsen, Spook Rock Road, adjacent property owner, wanted to remind the Board when in the planning
process of designing the houses, that the people are now buying a historic place that has a significant look and
whoever buys the existing house would probably want to look in the back and see houses that go along with
the historic nature and not some stucco house or something that looks contemporary.

Amy Rapoport, 5 Kings Gate Road, stated that the Master Plan mentioned the opportunity for carriage homes
which would compliment the existing homes.

Motion to adjourn to the April 17, 2007 meeting.

MOTION: Michael Iatropoulos

SECOND: Barry Krane

VOTE:Unanimously accepted. 

Respectfully submitted:

Carol Adduce, Planning & Zoning Clerk

 


